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FOREWORD

The large fires resultir~g from air attacks in World War II are of interest

to the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency (formerly the Office of Civil
Defense) because of the implicdtions they hold for large fires which could

follow nuclear attacks. To obtain and preserve valuable untranslated records
of these large fires, DCPA sent Dr. Carl F. Miller and Mr. James W. Kerr
to Germany in 1965. They found, and obtained permission to publish, a number

of documents and photographs, particularly of the mass fires in Hamburg,
Germany. These documents have been translated and analyzed and a number

of reports concerning them have been published and are available as listed
below. The present report contains the remaining translations and pictures
considered worth preserving for those studying the effects of large fires. 4

During the several years r::quired for translating and analyzing the German
documents, Dr. Carl Miller has been employed by the Stanford Research

Institute, URS Corporation, ai d is now at the Dikewood Corporation. The
reports listed below may all be obtained from National Technical Information
Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, Virginia 22151.

Appendixes 1 and 2 were published in the last report listed below:

Miller, Carl F., and James W. Kerr, Field Notes on World War II

German Fire Experience, October 1965, AD 632 366.

Miiler, Carl F., World War II German Fire Document Translations,

July 1967, AD 664 523.

Miller, Carl F., Summary of Damage Inflicted by Air Raids on the
City of Hamburg in the Period July 25 to August 3, 1943, July 1968,
AD 672 497.

Miller, Carl F., Appendixes 1 through 7 to the Hamburg Police
President's Report on the Large Scale Air Attacks on Hamburg, Germany

in World War II, December 1968, AD 680 459.

Miller, Carl F., Appendixes 8 through 19 to the Hamburg Police
President's Report on the Large Scale Air jittacks on Hamburg, Germany,

in World War II, December 1968, AD 681 075.

Schubert, R., Ed. by Dr. Carl Miller, Examination of the Building 1 !
Density and Fuel Loading in the Districts Eimsbuttel and Hammerbrook

in the City of Hamburg as of July 1943, January 1969, AD 683 345.

Miller, Carl F., Fire Fighting Operations in Hamburg, Germany,
During World War II, June 1971, AD 726 461.
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Appendix 3

EXCERPTS FROM THE HAMBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT

DOCUMENTS ON THE AIR ATTACKS DURING WORLD WAR H:

THE FIRST ATTACKS AND GROUP WEST UNIT REPORTS

ON ACTIONS AND EXPERIENCES DURING THE

LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS OF JULY-AUGUST, 1943



Police President Hamburg, May 27, 1940

REPOR2

About the Attack on May 18, 1940, at 12:28 midnight to 3:00 a. mo

Kind of Attack: Night attack in several waves.

Approximate Strength of Enemy: About 30 Fighter Planes.

Estimated Number of Bombs Dropped.* About 80 high explosive and 400
firebombs.

Review of Damages (estimated)

Damage through firebombs ................. -

Damage through high explosives ........... J0 including smaller dam-
ages, which are not
mentioned in detail
below.

Damage through poison gas bombs ......... None

Lossss De -td Wounded Poi,;oned Remarks

Men 241), 3) 601 1) of these, 5 military men

Women 9 10 2) of these, 18 military men
and 3 policemen

Children 1 2 3) of these, 1 military man
who died afterwards

Loss of Equipment of the Self-Protection Service: None



Fire Department Sector VIII
Fire Chief Hamburg-Harburg, May 20, 1940

Damage Sites irom the Enemy Air .\ttaAk May 18, 1940, in Sector VIHI

No.

I DUnited Harburger Feed Company, Wilhelm Weberstrasse

The plant was hit by several firebombs. The storage sheds and
the cake mill were on fire. The large fire was brought under con-
trol within one hour. Three small fire brigades, one industrial
fire brigade were put into ser-ice.

2 Municipal Construction Department, Blohmstrasse

The Construction Department was hit by firebombs. The materials
shed, auto garage, carpenter shop, offices, oil storage shed, ore
personnel vehicle, 10 hand carts, 1 silo cart were destroyed b7
fire. To fight the fires, one small fire brigade was put into ser-
vice. The fires were under control within one hour.

3 Guano Works, One Hafenstrasse

The storage building, Thomas Mill, phosphate mill, magnesite
mill, were hit by three high explosive bombs and several fire-
bombs. The fire threatened to spread to the superphosphate shed
and to the neighboring firm of Thoerl-Baumwollsaat. This was
prevented. The Thomas Mill, phosphate mill, magnesite mill
and machinery building burned to the ground. Fire fighting was
done by 3 small fire brigades, 2 large fire brigades, 1 fire
fighting squad, and 1 plant fire brigade. Three additional fire
brigades were requested to provide assistance.

4 Brinckman and Mergell, Seehafenstrasse 6

The storehouse was hit by about 20 firebombs. Most of the bombs
were extinguished by the plant fire fighting personnel; however, a
few penetrated through the roof covering and the ceiling below into
the silo chambers. For fire fighting, the following were employed:
two large fire brigades, 2 small fire brigades, 1 plant fire brigade
as well as other plant fire fighting forces.
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No.

5 Geradestrasse 2L

Several fRrebornbs hit the house and caused Ught p-hysical damage.
One larder caught on fire.. The firebombs were extinguished by
Self- Protection.

6 Hobhestrasse 29

The roof was ignited by a non-penetrating frL-ebomb. The fire, as
wello s the firebomb was nut out tv the local Self-Protection force.

7 Hohestrasse 32

One fircbormb penetrated the roof and attic and starLed a fire in a
bed in the bedroom. The fire was extinguished by the Self-
Protection forces.

8 Hohestrasse 27

The attic was damaged and ignited by shrapnel from our own ilak.

This fire was extinguished by the Self-Protection forces.

9 Neuland

One cow was hit by four pieces of shrapnel from a high explosive
bomb; the overland cable was damaged by shrapnel from another
high explosive bomb.

10 3bano Works, Moerburgerstrasse

One firebomb fell into the factory grounds and anotber firebomb
of larger caliber fell in the area between the factory grounds and
Moorburgerstrasse. No physical damage resultad. The bombs
burned themselves out.

11 Rhenania-Ossj,£ 3 ý lafenstrasse

The following bombs fell onto the factory grounds: Three high
explosive bombs u,;d about 50 firebombs. The direct hits were
all along a line. iRdlroad siding, several open freight cars, one
oil tank car, the fir-,,ouse, the janitor's lodge and the adminis-
tration building wer. destroyed. One person was killed; four
were injured.
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No.

12 Nobdee and Thoerl, 3 Hafenstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell onto the factory grounds. One oil
tank and several window panes were destroyed. Two men were
killed by the bomb fragments.

13 Seehafenstrasse 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11

Several small high explosive bombs fell near the houses. Window
pane and house walls were damaged.

14 Brincluan, Lumberyard, Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell onto the factory grounds. One shed
contairning building nsterialz was completely destroyed. The
firewill of the house at Blohmstrasse 9 was partially destroyed.
The nearby office bulding war badly damaged; the firewall at
Blohmstrasse 10 was vshed in and one shed waz destroyed. The
planing shop also at Blohr-strasse 10 was Ladly damaged. Gas
masks, machinery and fire fighting equipnent in thle area were
damaged and, for the most part, have been .,nade usewess. One
man was seriously injured.

15 E-Works Blohmstrasse

AbouT 150 window panes of me E-Works were destroyed.

16 Hugo Stinnes, 2 Hafenstrasse

In S.he second harbor basin at Hugo Stinnes, the Elbe tugboat
"Praeoident" received a direct hit midship by a high explosive
bomb and was sunk. One person was seriously injured, and two
persons lightly injured. Three barge 3 were riddled by bomb
fragments and a number of window panes in the machine shop
were destroyed.

17 Felser Works, 3 Hafenstrasse

Several i. -indow panes in the works and in the office were destroyed.
Also some of the wails were daraaged.
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No.

18 North G2rman Motor Works, 2 Hafenstrasse

All the windows of the works were destroyed and the roof was
badly damaged by shrapnel.

19 Niedersachsen Works, Konsul Ritter -Strasse

Three high explosive bombs fell onto the works. Hall No. 2 was
badly damaged; about 300 window panes and part of the interior
furnishings were destroyed.

20 Harburger Grain Storage Crcmpany, 1 Hafenstrasse

Three high explosive bombs fell onto the factory grounds. The
dbimney of the administration building was toppled. All steel
doors were riddled; the masonry was badly damaged; and about
600 window panes and three light fixtures were destroyed, Tf n
to fifteen fruit trees were blown down by the bombs, and one
person was lightly injured.

21 Freig.Lt Station Unterelbt

Several firebombs fell onto the freight station. No damage was
reported.

22 Sierk & Son, Konsul Ritter-Strasse

The mill installations inside the buildings as well as the exterior
of the office building were damaged by high explosive bombs.
One person was lightly injured.

23 Thoerl, 1 Hafenstrasse

High explosive bombs were dropped onto the grounds of the Guano
Works; many window panes and the exterior masonry were damaged.

24 H. C. Hagemann, Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb was dropped on the court in front of the
office building. The office and storage buildhigs were' badly
damaged; many windows were torn out of the masonrmy Two
people were killed.
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No.

25 Rami Feed Works, Blohmstrasse

Twelve firebombs were dropped onto the works. The storage
building was slightly damaged. The fire and the firebombs were
put out quickly by Expanded Self-Protection forces.

26 Party Headquarters, 8 Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell into the garden. Fifty window panes
were shattered and the outer walls of the building badly damaged.
One wall, 10 meters long, was completely caved in.

27 Lammerich, Blohmstrasse, Oil Cake Mill

One hundred window panes were shattered and light physical dam-
age of the office was caused by shrapnel.

28 Seehafenstrasse 12, Kaphorn

Two hundred window panes were shattered in the restaurant.

29 Galalith, Seehafenstrasse

Several window panes on the street side were broken.

30 Lackschmidt, Moorburgerstrasse 6

The office building was hit by two firebombs that penetrated the
roof. The resulting fire was extinguished by the Self-Protection
forces.

31 Lauenbruch Ost House No. 8

Six window panes were destroyed.

32 Lauenbruch Ost H.ase No. 66

Thirteen window panes were destroyed.

33 Lauen•bruch Ost Hous, No. 67

Ten vwindow panes were destroyed.
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No.

34 August Prien, Dampfshiffsweg 50

Some light damage was sustained by the roofs of the building ard
the inside machinery due to bomb fragments.

35 Winter, Dampfshiffsweg 5

Ten window panes destroyed by shrapnel.

36 Thoerl A.G., Dampfschiffsweg 16

Several windows, walls and roofs were damaged in the building
by high explosive bombs that detonated nearby.

37 Harbor Administration 5

Light roof and window damage was sustahied.

38 Old Locks

Two high explosive bombs that landed in the harbor district com-
pletely destroyed the lock keeper's house.

39 Hanstrasse 25

One dud landed in the front yard.

40 Staderstrasse 40

One dud landed on the front walk.

41 Hangstrasse 15

Two duds landed in the yard.

42 Grumbrechtstrasse 49

One dud landed in the front yard.

43 Milchgrund

One dud landed on the athletic field.
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,-Now

No.

44 Moellmerstrasse 22a

One dud landed in the yard.

45 Ehestorferweg 9

The window curtains were ignited; the cause of fire is unknown.

46 Finance Department, Harburg

The windows and masonry were darniaged by high explosive bombs.
One air raid shelter was completely destroyed. One person was
killed and four were seriously injured.

47 Hermann Goering Barracks

The windows and masonry were damaged by two high explosive
bombs. Also, several bomb craters were noted in the street;
two gas lamps were torn up.

48 Hermann Goering Platz

One layer of cables was destroyed.

49 Buxtehuderstrasse

The street was torn up by a high explosive bomb.

50 Ehestorferweg 17 and 20

The telephone cable was severed by shrapnel.

51 Hangstrasse 13

Four people were killed; the exact cause of their deaths is unknown.

52 Friedrich Naumann Strasse 12N

The house was hit by several firebombs; the resulting fire in the
attic was put out by the Self-Protection forces.
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No.

53 Hermann Goering 2latz

The streetcar wi:es were broken by shxrapnel fragments.

54 Buxtehuderstrasse 82

The roof was ignited by firebombs at 12:40 a. m. A large fire
brigade was dispatched to the site but the fire had already been
put out by the Self-Protection forces by the time the brigade
arrived.

55 Staderstrasse 21

The house was demolished by a high explosive bomb. One person
was killed.

56 Schorchtstrasse 45

The house as well as the back house was hit by high explosive
bombs. The roof of the back house caved in.

57 Grumbrechtstrasse 55

At 2 a.m., a firebomb landed on the roof which then caught on
fire. This fire was put out by the Self-Pro':ection forces. The
landing of the firebomb on the roof was not heard in the shelter.

58 Friedrich Naumann Strasse 8 and 10

Two duds landed at this address.

Buxtehuderstrasse 17

Four high explosive bombs and several firebombs landed on the
house. One fire brigade worked with several hoses to extinguish
the fire.

Grumbrechtstrasse 46r

One firebomb landed on and bounced off the roof. The fira was
put out by the Self-Protection forces.

122



No.

Grumbrechtstrasse 47

One firebomb penetrated the roof and ceiling and came to rest on
a sofa in the living room which it ignited. The fire was put out
by the Self-Protection forces with a portable extinguisher.

Grumbrechtstrasse 45

One firebomb landed at this address. It was thrown out of the
window by the residents.

59 Bleicherweg 4

The house was damaged by a high explosive bomb. The back wall
and the stair case collapsed. Two persons were killed and two
were lightly wounded.

60 Staderstrasse 5b

This house was completely destroyed by a high explosive bomb.

61 Staderstrasse 7

This house was completely destroyed by e high explosive bomb.

62 Staderstrasse 11a

This house was completely destroyed by a high explosive bomb.

63 Air Sector 80

The window panes of about 100 buildings were partly puc-heu in.

64 Schorchtstrasse 18, 19, 17, 20, 43, 12, 14, 15, 16, 46, 48

The housefronts were all hit by high explosive bombs. All house-
fronts were either lightly damaged or partially collapsed.

65 Gartenstrasse 5, 7, and 9

The houses were badly oamaged by high explosive bombs and all
were in a partially collapsed condition.
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No.

66 3. Tmiete 3

The house was lightly damaged by high explosive bomb.

67 Bleicherweg 2, 6, 10

The houses were largely collapsed by the detonation of a high
explosive bomb.

68 Buxtehuderstrasse 17 and 19

The houses were badly damaged by a high explosive bcmb and
have largely collapsed.

69 Buxtehuderstrasse 76

One firebomb penetrated the roof and the ceiling and fell onto a
bed. The resulting fire was put out by the SeL -Protection forces.

70 Buxtebuderstrasse 80, Gambrinus

A firebomb penetrated the roof and the ceiling of the restaurant
hall. One light fire brigade was moved to the site; however, on
arrival of the firemen it was found that the Self-Protection forces
had already put ou, the fire. Twenty-five firebombs fell on the
grounds of this address.

71 Buxtehuderstrasse 41

One firebomb renetrated the roof and the top floor and fell nn a
stack of linen which was then ignited. The resulting fire was put
out by the Self-Protection forces.

72 Staderstrasse 5, 5a, 5b, 7, 9, 9a, 11

High explosiý - bomb fragments caused widespread damage among,
and partial collapse of, these houses.

73 Bergstrasse 53, 55, 57, 59, 61, 62, 53, 51, 63, 51, 63, 65, 69, 77

The back houses at these addresses were slightly damaged by bomb
fragments.
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No.

74 Ehestorfer Way (Kallmeyer)

In the pasture, one cow was hurt and one cow was killed by
shrapnel from exploding high explosive bombs.

75 Ehestorfer Way 9, 17, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

76 Staderstrasse 15, 17, 21, 23, 33, 48, 46, 44, 42, 40, 38, 36, 16

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

77 Hangstrasse 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33. 35, 37

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

78 Railroad Embankment at Blohmbtrasse

The railroad embarkment was damaged by a high explosive bomb;
one track of the railroad was displaced.

79 Gasmeter, Staderstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell on the railway embankment of the
Elbe Railroad. The fragments damaged the gasmeter about 50
meters away which received about 25 holes. On five different
spots, jets of flame leaped out. The fire was stifled with clay
by workmen which prevented further escape of the gas. Other
holes in the gasmeter were also sealed with clay.

The above mentioned damage sites were identified so far by the Police
Precincts 80, 81, and 82. There were a total of 145 damage sites. It
can be assumed that the number of itemized damage sites will be in-
creased as more information is obtained.

(Signed) Schott
Fire Engineer
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General Report or the Air Att2.. of Mlay 18, 1940

1. Weapons

Electron Firebombs: B-and Name: Novobax 1938

Weight: 1. 7 kg; overall length: 54 cm; thickness: 4.5 cm;
hexagonal body of 34 cm in length, loaded with a stetl head that
weighs 0. 63 kg. The metal body contains a 25 mm diameter
bore-hole which is iilled with a powder train (presumably ther-
mite). At the upper end of the metal body, a fuse is screwed on;
the fuse consists of a metal cover with spring firing pin, safety
valve and detonating powder. Around the fuse is a tin cover that
is 20 cm in length, which serves only to increase the overall
length and give the bomb better falling properties.

When the bomb hits the target, ignition of thermite is instantaneous with
a hissing sound. Short flames leap out of holes in the side. After burn-
ing about 15 seconds, the flame breaks through dhe middle of the body of
the bomb with the typical phenomenon of light of a metallic fire. The
total time of burning is two to four minutes; in one case a bomb burned
for 8 minutes. Burning particles are thrown out onto the surroundiug
area up to a distance of 2 meters. The residue of the bomb that remains
after burning glows for a long time.

The extinguishing of the firebomb and the glowing residue can be accom-
plished with either a spray or full jet from a canister fire extinguisher
as well as by dousing with water. The ignited firebomb can be extin-
guished during the time that it burns. When hit by water, the burning
metal lights up but no explosions have been observed. In addition, the
burning bomb can be extinguished by covering with sand; it actually burns
out under the cover of sand.

The penetrating force of this firebomb is very strong-. Most of those
which penetrated the roof covering did not remain in the attic floor but
penetrated the ceiling of the top floor and, in some cases, even the
ceiling of the next floor down. In the same way, the bombs penetrated
concrete ceilings 10 cm thick, and on one pier, a steel deck of 10 mm
thickness. Because of this, most fires from the attack were room fires
rather than roof fires. The bombs often came to rest in beds or on the
floor besiJe wardrobes, chests of drawers, behind bedframes, and
ignited these fuels from whz..h the fires then developed. In the petroleum
harbor, tnh roof of tanks and in some cases, even the floor of the tanks
was penetrated by these Lombs; where this occurred, the firebombs got
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stuck ini th,! ground unler tite lOOr-. T'he fireboribs agqxarently were
dralmed in groups of give- to :;even since it rAms observed Otat this num-belr

ofI bombs always lay close together witbin a relativtely somall area. HiOW-
ev'er, groups of bombhs numbering as much as 25 can be released at t1he

21. Fire Effects

In a great many cases, the firebombs dropped onto streets, s~~
yards, empty sheds, ships, slips, etc., and burned out %ithoo mut !:Jin
any damage. In many case-s, the bombs fatiled to work properly; son--;e
of them did not ignite at al1l and some ignited only partially. Tile cause
for this fa!lure to ignite is apparently due to the comparatively small
thermite train.

In numerous cases, the fix ebombs were ex-tinguished in the rooms by the
Self-Protection forces wi4th excellent results. However, a large ansounit
of water was usually necessary to ex-tinguish the fire.. It was proved that
the thorough training of the Self- I-roteection forces showed good results.
For example, one widespread room fire in Gruim-br echtstrasse "' 7, wshere
all the furniture in the room was in flames, was put out in exemplary
fashion with a portable fire extinguisher by the Self-protection force~s.
In the majiority of cases, however, the fire damaged only part of Vie
furni-ture in the room, single furniture pieces or part of the floor. IT!
one case, a courageous man picked up a firebomb which hadI just fallen
into a room and threw it through the window into the yard, where it burned
out harmlessly.

Reports by house occupants show that the irenetration of the roof and
upper ceilings by the .irebomrbs cannot be heard by the occupants of the
air raid shelter. 'Many times C ie occupants were either alerted by their
neighbors as to the bomb hits or they were still (as be~fore the sounding
of the alert) hin their apartments. According to these experiences, it
should L- emphasized that fire watches should be posted outside the
shelter and that these watches should frequently patrol the upper floors.

Altogether so far we know of 22 cases where fi~rebombs, and the initial
fires that they started, were extinguished by Self-Protection o:- Indus-
trial Civil Defense forces. In five cases, the Fire Department had to
supplement the efforts of the Self-Protection forces. In one case
(Kielerstrasse 72) the firebomb was not notir-ed until thL- next mvorning;
die ceiling fire which had developed, was put out by the Fire Department
with portabie extinguishers.
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3. Larger Fires

S~~larger fitres developed, and hoses had~ to be w to woek by the Fire
laprtmerwt to e -v iguisEh them. Thcrse =ere as fell~ows:

S1) United far'bu•ger Feeding Company, WiLhelm Weberstrasse

The fire was re~ortzd at 12:41 a- m. (before the alert)
through a fire alarm at Brinkma-n.r• & -ergel, whose fire _tzh sus-
pected that &he irev was on their territory. The app -CRbing fire brigatk-
of Fire St5ation 1 gave a 5 a•.,-n., ' where-pon four more fire brigades
moved out, according to peacetime fire regulations. These fire brigades
belonged partly to Air Sector B as far as civil defetse is concerned.

Storage sheds and the ml -.-ere burning extensively. Spread
of th-e fire to neighboring firms was prevented. During the fire fighng
operations, several high explosive bombs weir. dropped nearby. At first
it was thought that the firemen were beiang chot AI wizbh machine guns.
They did not take cover, however, bu. cantinued in the fire fighting activ-
ities without interruption. One firenmn was sl&•.ky injured by bomb
fragments; also, some of the hoses vrere antaged. Th'e ,ire was brought
under control ithin one hour with three snmal fire brigades and one
plant fire brigade with 6 B and 14 C hoses-. Part of the fire fighting
forces were sent immediately thereafte: "o the Guano Works.

(2) Residence Buxtehuderstrassz 82, Harburg

A fire was reported at 12:55 a. m. (before the alert) in the
Restaurant "Gambrinus, " Bwcxtehuderstrazse 80. The flre station trans-
rantted the alarm to the LA Command. At 1:08 a. m., one large fire
brigade was sent by IA Command, vwho immediately started fighting the
raging fire in the house on Buwtehuderstrasse 82, with 4 C hoses. The
whole roof was on fire, but the fire was contained. The fire in the
restaurant had already been put out by the Self-Protection forces.

(3) Municipal Construction Department Blohmstrasse

The fire was observed at 1:20 a. mn. from the light Fire
Brigade 12/XIn during their return from the fire at Harburg Feed Corr.-
pany. The chief of the brigade started fire fighting operations ,at once
without a special order, because the whole neighborhood was endangered
by the fire. The fire was contained without spreading to additional
buildings with 3 B hoses and 3 C hoses; t]le fire vas extinguished within
an hour (even though some pieces of wooc! were still burning on the other
side of the canal). The material sheds, the automobile garage, the
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ca.r;T er shmA. the og storat- shed and the maz offe-es wrere o© fi-re
ihe_ brp-i ar rledin By resolute flrg h-!s r i fre %Zs ;Mufly

bznzugt to a sta-lstii l withi the bar- ng l•odigSf . I3rit g the fire fight-
ing operation, a hi&h ex cosiy~e hom-b Fell ner~abv snd dannged 2! B hoses
and "his camsed .. brief intez tcion in -t.he fire figting oweratioas.

(4) Prining Sho, ie1Lrstr-asse 53k St-.R. r !

Tfe "r'-re Ws• o• - r rted -cerbw aX-! about 130 a. Min to thre
small fie brigaoAr 1311. which Brad ken•e o erulmsy sent to the fire site
at Paurei site;az 3- Three firebom bs Bad drop,- ed in-to an ine-s"triar
building es ntaeningd a book printing shop); the fi-res which resulted ccAd
not be e znisa ed by the SeL- Proteection forces withoe t professional
assistance. f The fire brigade tohat osite hose for the operatio so The

-ybsicam damage in the building , four slight-

(5) Guano Worksý 1 Hafn-trase -11-burjgis

The workt s wB s hit by nuC erse-,s (perhaps 5-9) faiebombs and
fires woTere started over mach of the plant area. n thee beghining of the
ire and iater on.ehbring fisre fighting o seratios, high explosive bombs fell

on the fire site; the explosions threw burning fragments in ever-.; direction
and these ,helped to spref the fire. The fir was revented to the A•-
Command, which ordered two fire origades to the site at 1:45 a. in. At
about the same time the fire was observed from the fire site ofthe
larburger Feed Company; hire brigades -..;ere &y-dered by the leader ot
the fire fighting operations at that site to the new fire site, as soon as

became free to go. Altogetndr, four fre brigades and one piant
11-re brigade wtith 8 B hoses and 241 C xiioseez were put into action at the

Works. They were successful in putting out a fire which had just
sta rt. in a neighcboring superphosphate shed, built of wood. Thus, a
catasti zohic spread of the fire was prevented. A part of the works ex-
tending ovcx i n area of 140 x 70 meters was completel.3 destroyed by fire;
this .bcluded the magnesite milL, phosphate mill, Thomas mill, machinery
bfellinto and storage shed. One fire brigade was busy at the fire site
until 9 a. m. Some hoses were damaged by high explosive bombs at this
fire site.

6S) Silo Brinkmann and Mergell, Seehafenstrasse, liarburg

The silo, which had a flak post on x-p, was hit by 20 fire-
bombs. The concrete roof was penetrated by sev. -al of the bombs. The
majority of the bombs, however, hurneýd out harmlessly on a protective
roof above the silo cham~bers. One ,~r two of the firebombs apparently
fell into the space between the oute wall and the wooden %,ýalls of the
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low qW- M- - 4

5e1r.ite silo c ofhs and i2dird Utr WOO& ir c _5 Tt rei
w-s ffrstfag~m bi thie indstrial Cm-il D~efem-axr At 2-05 a-=-~,
"the F-L-e F-tmeri =as C21led f_ to asss.Leaopoe Of Stro s•e M&t,
it a---s iherp di.licau to get pch.e to te oria= of teee fire-. At times
therefore the operations ka to be o erfs a d • iother gas mask peote ciwL
ft witz !fn~d nee~ssaý-r1 to break open the mmasomry to ge. to the fire ne*sts..
Srheha! rdem! s•-eombers b prmed alo-ng wite the o f.'eniz (qea-mts and
oi i ni ariebinoAs to toe s*strial Cdvl efense -orcnlz' thre. 9fir e

rtigad~ with IF B and a t botses were Pat ia.o action. C he oer • tin-
lasted eotil 9 a. m. of ilay 2 1, 1hd0, -ra two fbeen t igae a relief
being on dzty "mntil a.. M. Ifty 19, and after that with Gee Fire hia
on dot-.

(7) Residential HouseE, Bmxtehnarsft7asse I17, Harevirg

The small fire brigade 3313 bad gone to ia.e fire -ite
.Harbrger Feed Compa *j t and -as supposed to proceed from there to

the highw Works.i Ato abtht 3:wi5 a. M p, a Hitler You ih came or; bicycle
and urgenid y requested help -'t Buatehrdersteasse 17; he had i et unable
to tbhain hep at any other place until the- One fia e fighting sqah was
therefore sew t to the Giamon Works, and toae other squad went to
Botehuderstrasse. diati B dtehu2erstorasse, a house ha ben danefroged
tb high ebp!osive bombs and apparentilygad been se" afntre afted mards
with firebombs. -Also a small, detached garaege wras on fire. 111 Fire
Fsigting Squad 332aB put out both fires with three C bnses. Severs! in-
pared people from this building had already been taken h safety before
the fire brigade artrised.

A. High Explosive Bombs

The high exy osive bombs that were dropped were of high cacber and
caused ex-traordinarily strong air blast effects. Those which detonalted.
on the pavement caused a minoroindentation of about 30 cm in depth; out
those wir'ich detonated on open ground creased bomb craters that were
about 7 meters in diameter and 2 to 3 meters deep. The shrapnel from
the bombs had enormous penetrating power. They penetrated masonry of
1 to 1-1/2 stone strength, steel beams and even railroad ties, walls of
tanks, tanks of tank. cars, and wood up to a thickness of 30 cm. The
fragments traveled over 200 rn-eters in air and still had considerable
penetration force at a distance of 100 meters. The fragments were very
hot --s they hit so that they welded steel and ignited coal gas.

For the Fire Department, the following effects of the shrapnel were of
interest:
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I'W Five eirzriis of the fire --lartn installations toverhead
cab•i•s) in Haz'bvr were da-m-&ged at 13 plces. Largely because of this,
be f-ire alarm system %as out of co mfsson-. The sounding of the air
&fe.nse sire.s, which is p.rtilly accomplished over unctergrouna tele-

graph lines, wld i•rt have bee-, pos.-]ibe via the fire a•xan-. cables. The
damages were repaired, for the 1.%c'A prt within one hour and completely
within 7 lwrsý, by the Fire Dem.rtments repir service.

(2) Hoses were damnged at several sites by shrapnel during
fire fighting operations and had to be replaced by new hoses. This
caused a temporary interruption of the fize fighting operations.

j3 ) The fragments penetrated the walls of tanks, tank cars, and
gasmeters. %Mien this happens, the flammable liquids and gases can leak
cut a-d lead to a greatly increased fire danger.

(4) High explosive bombs causing fire to buildings were not
observed.

15) Above ground hydrants were largely unusable because of
the shrapnel -d•a-.age.

5. Petroleum Harbor

In the region of the petroleum -harbor, one high explosive bomb and about
20 firebombs were dropped. The high explosive bomb hit a stone slope
at _•ubenday Shore and the walls of several tanks were penetrated by
bomb fragments. The damage however was above the liquid level, so
that flammable liquid did not seep out. An irrigation cable on the roof
of one tank was penetrated. The firebombs penetrated the tank roofs
and in some cases, also the tank floor. One tank was hit by three fire-
bombs. The tanks that were hit were either empty or filled with lubri-
cating oil and Diesel oil. The firebombs did not ignite in the anks, and
failed to start fires. Gasoline tanks were not hit.

5. General Experiences

At the beginning of the air attack, a flood of telephone calls came in to
the Fire Department, which tied up all the lines. Most involved very
unimportant questions, such as if there was an alert, if the danger was
over, etc. Later on, several reports of fires came in; also, many fire-
bombs were reported, many of which had burned out in the open or had
already been extinguished. The Fire Department tried to pass these
messages on to the Civil Defense Sectors. However, it was impossible
to tra- mit all the messages, since all the telephone lines were constantly
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busy. The fire messages were finally transmitted tcs the fire stations
located in the various sectors in order to make a later check possible.

Tthe dispatch of forces of the Fire Department took place according to
peacetime regulations until the sounding of the "alert, " whereby an
effective fire fighting was immediately started. Later on, the brigades
moved out only on order. Only in Air Sector V-II were fire fighting
forces sent directly from one fire to another; in one case, the fighting
of a fire that was observed on the way from another fire was taiken up by
a brigade leader on his own initiative. The independent actions of leaders
of the fire service was indicated according to the circumstances and con-
tributed significantly to the quick extinguishing of fires. The reports of
the tower watches proved to be very valuable, especially in the announce,
ment of fires. However, they occasionally reported light phenomerna as
fires and some of these turned out to be firebombs burning in the open.
Therefore the tower watch repcrts must be treated with caution.

In action, the forces of the Fire Department proved themselves out-
standing. The reserve forces, too, worked very well, even though their
uniforms and boots left much to be desired, At some sites, the reserves
worked in civilian clothes and with street shoes, which of course pre-
vented their being used in a total capacity. Everything should be cb ne
to cofnplete the equipping of the Fire Departmnent reserves.

Even though the Fire Department was able to put out all fires effectively,
no final verdict can be handed down, because of the existing confusions
due to the belated alarm, on whether the present organization of report--
ing and action for the Fire Department is adequate or should be improved.

(Signed) (Unreadable) May 30, 1940
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Air Defense Command VIII
Chief of Fire Department Hamburg-Harburg, May 29, 1940

ACTION REPORT

About the events during the air attack of May 18, 1940, at the
damage site Merkische Guano-Works, A. G., Hafenstrasse 17

The bombs were dropped starting at 12:28 a. m. on _May 18. Eight high
explosive bombs and sixty firebombs landed at the damage site.

When the first firemen arrived, half of the buildings of the works was on
fire; these consisted of the artificial fertilizer and slag installation, the
magnesite mill, phosphate mill, boiler house, and the personnel rooms.
The plant civii defense organization was powerless to cope with the fires.
They opened the gates for us and did put out a number of small fires.
The first arriving fire fighting forces protected the neighboring firms
from the spread of the fire and then started fighting the fires. The fires
were confined to the locations on fi.e as found on arrival at the site.

"* The area covered by the damage site wac 95 x 150 meters

"* The plant fire forces consisted of nine men and they fought the fire

"* The professional fire fighting forces were requested by the Plant
Civil Defense Chief. The following units were put into action:
Industrial Fire Brigade 15/VIII, light fire brigade 33/VIII, heavy
fire brigade 22/VIII, heavy fire brigade 13/C, light fire brigade
21/ViII, heavy fire brigade 23 'IV, reserve brigade 14/VIII,
heavy fire fighting squad 12a/VIII, Plant Fire Brigade 25a/B,
and 26a/B, heavy tire brigade 12/B.

" The overall leadership of these forces was first assumed by Chief
Hennig, later by Fire Engineer Schott.

" The fire brigades were committed as follows:

Plant Fire Brigade 15/VIII moved out 2:20 a.m., arrived 2:25 a.m.
Heavy Fire Brigade 33/VIII " 2:20 a.m., " 2:23 a. m.
Light Fire Brigade 22/VIII "i 2:40 a.m., " 2:4G a. in.
Heavy Fire Fighting Squad 13a/C moved out 2:53 a. m., arrived

2:58 a.m.
Heavy Fire Fighting Squad 13b/C moved out 3:10 a. m., arrived

3:15 a.m.
Light Fire Brigade 21/VIII moved out 2:37 a.m., arrived 2:45 a.m.
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Reserve Brigade 14/VIII moved out 6:15 a.m., arrived 6:21 a.m.
Heavy Fire Fighting Group : 2a/VIII
Plant Fire Fighting Group 25a/B arrived 7:31 a.m.
Plant Fire Fighting Group 26a/B
Heavy Fire Brigade 12/B

The fire brigades left as follows:

Plant Fire Brigade 15/VIII moved out 7:30 a. m., back at fire
station 7:35 a. m.

Heavy Fire Brigade 33/VIII moved out 7:26 a.m., back at fire
station 7:30 a. m.

Light Fire Brigade 22/VIII moved out 7:15 a.m., back at firestation 7:23 a. m.

Light Fire Brigade 13a/C moved out 6:30 a.m., back at fire
station 6:51 a.m.

Reserve Brigade 14/VIII moved out 10:52 a.m., back at fire
station 11:00 a. m.

Light Fire Squad 12/VIII moved out 7:12 a.m., back at fire
station 7:15 a.m.

The Reinforced Industrial Civil Defense took over the fire watch

after all brigades left.

I certify that the aoove is correct:

(Signed) Lehmann Hoeitje
Acting Fire Chief Fire Engireer

4
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To the Policepresident July 10, 1940

Hamburg

RE: Fire Site Schuetzenpforte 7

An investigation about the actions of Fire Brigade 23/111, quartered in
Sprinkenhof, produced the following:

The driver of a fire engine, Fireman Fastnacht, heard the detonation of
a high explosive bomb while in an air raid shelter at Burchardplatz. He
ran upstairs where he could see, from the entrance of the house on
Burchardplatz, that a house in Schuetzenpforte was burning on the ground
floor. He ran through the inner courtyard to Police Precinct 32 (Alt-
staedterstrasse) and at the entrance met First Lieutenant Bauermeister,
to whom he reported the fire. A reserve policeman reported the fire at
the same time. Fastnacht ran back to his vehicle and started the motor.
In his estimation it might have taken 4 to 5 minutes from the time he re-
ported the fire until the crew of the fire brigade arrived and moved out
to the fire site. Taking the local distances into consideration, it may
have taken a total of 10 minutes from the time of discovery of the fire to
the time at which the fire brigade moved out. Precinct 32 apparently
passed notice of the fire on to C. D. Command III, where it was received
at 2:42 a. m.

Even before that (2:40 a.m.), the C.D. Command Ill had been informed
by the telegraph office in the Main Fire House of a fire in Klosterstrasse.
The department head of the C. D. fire service immediately gave orders
to the HFB 23/HI (Sprinkenhof). This order was passed on orally to the
commander of the fire brigade, Captain Bendfeld. He reports that the
order came a short time after the detonation of the high explosive bomb.
This order almost coincided with the alarm given by Fireman Fastnacht.

The crew of the fire brigade immediately left the air raid shelter and
because of the very short distance, ran to the fire site. On their arrival,
the hose was on fire from the cellar to the third floor. Because of the
intensity of the fire and advanced degree of destruction, the building
could not be entered, so that containment of the fire to the third floor and
prevention of a spread to the upper roon-s was impossible.

The quick spread of the firc. might have been caused by the fact that an
auto supply shop was located on the ground floor of the building and that
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flammable liquids were stored in the shop, (e. g., liquid rubber in cans,
50 kg lacquer and 200 kg brake fluid). Apparently some gasoline in can-
isters was also stored in the shop.

In view of the described situation, it is highly doubtful whether the fire
could have been extinguished had the fire department arrived sooner.
Faster action could have been possible only if 'he driver who discovered
the fire would have alarmed the fire brigade directly. It is suggested
therefore that fire department personnel, when they notice a nearby fire
be permitted to take immediate independent action and report same to
the C. D. Command at the same time. In view of the small number of
fires up till now, even in larger air attacks, this regulation should be
adopted without hesitation. It would be possible in nt-any cases, if this
suggestion is adopted, to prevent many small starting fires from develop-
ing and spreading to become large fires.

(Signed) Fire Chief
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Fire Protection Service - Department I
Fire Station 11 Hamnburg, August 23, 1943

Experience Report on the Major Air Attacks on Hamburg
on July 24/25, July 27!28, July 29/30, and August 213, 1943

by Captain Jacobs, Chief of Fire Protection Service Department I

REPORT OUTLINE

1. Attack Tactics of the Enemy

2. Start and Spread of Fires

3. Use of Preventive Measures in Buildings

a. Clearing Out Rubbish

b. Fireproofing

c. Sand and Water Reserves

4. Deployment of Local Forces

5. Use of Expanded Self-Protection and Industrial Civil Defense
Forces

6. Water Supply; Water Containers

7. Clean-Up Operations; Repeated Flare-Ups of Extinguished Fires
through the Storm

8. Use of Self-Protection, Armed Forces personnel, etc.

9. Messenger Servjrz, Inquiry Service, Comrriand Posts

10. Spec-.i Experiences with Small Vaults in Banks and Safes

1. Attack Tactics of the Enemy

The first attack waves consi3ted almost exclusively of high explosive
bombs. This tactic was successful in breaking many windows and in
removing many pantile roofs in city residential districts, so that favor-
able conditions were created for the ignition and rapid development of
fires following the subsequent dropping of firebombs. The later dropping
of high explosive bombs, especially those with time fuses, was intended
to frighten the population, so that the Self-Protection forces would come
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into play too 1ate and be pretoented from successfully carrying out their
task (fire fighting).

a. Pan-tiJe roofs are most unsuitable in providing protection
from nigh explosive and firebomb effects. They were torn
off at a great distance from the detonating bombs and ex-
posed the flammabie attics of the houses and afforded the
firebombs easy direct contact with the flammables.

b. Roofs consisting of tar and gravel proved much more dur-
able and protected nzrny houses. The highest degree of
protection for the houses was provided by the slate roofs.

c. Windows with large panes shattered easily and allowed the
flying embers to enter apartments and start fires. Windoxs
with _--ny small panes withstood the air pressure fairly well,
seldom shattered, and in many cases prevented the entry of
en.bers into the houses and apartments.

2. Start and Spread of Fires

The residential fires can be divided into four main groups according to
their way of spreading.

:. The most common kind: The roof of the house was hit by
firebombs, and the fire developed in the attic.

b. The house was hit by phosphorus or liquid bombs. The
bombs penetrated one or two stories and ignited fuel
materials on these floors as well as the attic and roof
materials.

c. The house was hit by firebombs (as under b). The burning
contents of the bomb dropped into the stairwell and further
down into the cellar. In this case, the house would be com-
pletely aflame in a few moments.

d. The windows of the house were destroyed, and the ignited
mass of material from bombs detonated in front of a house
would be thrown into the ground floor and lower floors;
where this took place, the house burned from the bottom up.
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a In nany cases,. the Self-Protection forces Were ab- to Pu
out -. fires with their own equipment, provided the attics
;rcre free of rummage and no coal was stored in the attic.

b. Althouga the Self-Protection forces, esvecially in the night
of July 24125, 1943.. a2ttaced the fires - a-gcol, -- CI-I--
limited fire fighting equipment was not sufficient to contain
the widespread conflagrations.

c. Houses with inside stairwells usually btave a light shaft on
each floor and a large skylight in the roof. After the broken
glass made the staircases difficult to use, the liquid fire
mass from the firebombs would drop from the skylight to
the basement (as for instance in houses at Gerstenkamp).
Numerous members of the S--If-Protection service who were
fighting fires in the upper stories had to leave their tasks
when this sequence of events took place and had to flee in
order not to be cut off. The tenants who were sheltered in
the basement, could only flee by way of a wall breakthrough
to the neighboring house and then into the open air.

d. At several points in the Hoheluft Chaussee, near the Karzentra
Depaerment Store (which was destroyed by a high explosive
bomb), the stores and apartments in the lower floors were
on fire. From these buildings, jet flames leaped clear into
the middle of the street and prevented the Fire Fighting
Squad 23a1I from entering the burning buildings. In these
houses, collapse of their different parts followed very
swiftly.

3. Use of Preventive Measures in Buildings

a. Clearing Out Rubbish

The clearing out of rubbish, vigorously put into practice at
one time, has been allowed to lapse in many homes. Espe-
cially since the delivery of winter fuel, large stocks of
briquets, hard coal, and coke were brought to the attics.
Whenever these fuels were ignited in the attics, the ceilings
quickly burned through, and the burning mat, rial fell into
the next story below, growing in size from floor to floor,
and in many cases, led to the total loss of the house.
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b. fire oo fe- g., Attic of Fire Setian 11)

Eyven tbough ts attic cf Fire Station 11 had been carefuly
f.yeeproofed, thiseirepmof •y gave little Protectiocn-
Enxample: A stick firebomb burning out on a fl.oo protected
by a sand - ayer with a thickness of 2 cm, set the roof on
fire two meters aoxrve the bomb residual and would have led
to a fire of the rafters if left alone, whrile the floor protected
by sand showe-d no fire traces of any kind. The pr"ective
layer of sand u ma the floor certainly proved most effective
in the bomb hits at Fire Station 11.s

C. The water and sand reserves kept in readiness in the resi-
dential houses ton the average, one bucket of water and one
staln box of sand in front of every apartment door), were
not nearly adequate for the successI0ful rhtixWg of fires by
the SeLf-Protection forces. especialy since the municipal
water supply failed early in the attack. Based on experiences
from, fires in other cities, this shortage wras repea*:!dly
Dointed out by the undersigned in the panst.

4. Distribution of Local Forces

It should be pointed out once againi that after being called to a fire the
crews of the fire brigades, includiing the Fire Chief and his Squad Cap-
tains, were put into action immediately and without hesitation. -o matter
how dense the hail of bombs, not a single man entertained even the most
fleeting thought of delaying his response by a single second.

The protective eye goggles have proved very effective in rghting fires
and against the rain of sparks, even though the anormous heat of the fires
still cause~d a large number of minor burns of the conjunctivae. At many
fire sites, fire fighting would have been impossible withcut these goggles.

5. '--se of Expanded Self-Protection and Industrial Civil Defense Forces

The activation of these forces, which was carried out by telephone during
the night of July 24/25, 191%3, but had to be done by motorcycle and bicycle
in the later attacks- was achieved without difficulties and without delay.
By selfless and courageous attention to duty th-tse crews have successfully
fought many fires, and they deserve recognition and commendation, even
though it is impossible for me to single out the crews of certain plants

for this j.urpose. Every plant crew did its utmost.
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7. Ck_•D- ; WaererSg~Ct• ~itr

Thte f-ir f.igtimeg ud.iriftes zre hiindered nbyts ne I cf-that the - -

Water S•pdly faeleed very early after the seagi=wig of the irset atta- and
The ncess-up Water hd to he d paifor"y therCg ar hg hOere aiEs
aUP to tepo 5lOritherS) l-id to WatorcZYs and t-eseraios_ Ew-e tom-gh
tle resey-cingas were soon empty and had to pL-etrefflyed from m, ral
bedits of water, the eat thof resepovsrs fos stire a ferr w h-ey .he
and sawed maniy bildin~gs from total destruct~an It i-s u-upratirm that
many more reserv~oirs be buMl all" over the city and t~t tbA,' ba~ e
bigger, so that the water supply wiun mco he eni usted so quicgly a
imng a time-consumning re-routing of hose lines..

7. CEfan-Up Operations

The wind that came up l y hering the attack nigts caused seveoal fire sites
t~hat ha-d been extinguished to flare LID a second time and these fires had

these top-up operations occupied all forces of the F-Pre Sertvice, as well
as the available out-of town forces, full time for several dayos after Tihe
attack. Help by the Self-Protection forces in these actions was comni-
pletely lacking, as these People were comp~iletely exhausted and also
because they had no water at their disposal for fire efghtig Singce the
municipal water supply was not functionhsog.

8. Effortsh and Tasks of Self-Protection

Even though the Self-Protection forces worked superfihy at many damage
sites unbil they were completely exnhaustd during the first night ofattack,
the activation of and assistance rfndered by the Self-Protection Service,
taken as part of the oveerall picture, ws too little and too late. This was
partly due to the fact that many houses were without Self-PRrote ction units
and the tenants were Lin public air raid bunkers, and fire fighting opera-
tionis were not taken up until the alarm was over. In the meantime, the
fires had spread to such a:.. tent that the small supplies of water and
sand were not sufficient to extinguish the fires. Even though iii many
cases the Self -Protection forces started fire fighting operations, they
soon becarne discouraged and often gave up altogether, although the men
of the F-*xJe Protection Service kept en1couraging them. The Self-
Protection forces limited their efforts thereafter to sal-vaging househoid
goods and personal belongings; i, e., putting them on the street.

Because of the evacuation which followed, many men left Hamburg, so
that during the third and fourth air attacks, there was, for all practical
purposes, no assistance provided by the Self-Protection forces.
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LL-S Z thLJ ZnMin Mi-,ýS.-) &Mrk! ffni ýf- 6M ttn'Et&e ~

bso=y &ad Megerr {s - -. e Pat to s..• o vrds fitts ZneDd Uter-

th -e in is =QLet. xn_.st6 the ftznre' fl--At Uefis ro-eLt -I

et ip Wptro SprEdts p id Showds end th- * fin 9Eo s wn re to e Fi-- e- Pro-
eeT-.n, seon e .as bbeke eh d a a•e nr Rtksr LtBe staej the sail gor&Mg

fitea deb-L-s =•o the strset rstad of sa2inrg b 3sehe e Con g .od -- Poe Cstsir--
iLgmg t of Mwsseaol-f goods Cep-etes Mew amr daner-s,. Wbibe take shareDL"r

cert ofe gku ipg fire debris fro= t Pe o appe scrihes of Mahones Woutio i-_':e

saved many hritses from ue2ur ees•hd.uste

9. d PoMesseniger Ser-rice, !nuiry Service, sonfond Posts

Whiile the nzessenger servrice 6mring the fi-rst attmack nigh 7waS arel
hantged by te!e~hoz-e and required litzle assistance from motorc~ cle armf
bicycle messengers (gas sentries), in soir sectors the messenger ser-
vice .furi-er ansecued nt rlmdes ad mo bbse, td to b exclusiveIT bie
messengers with bicycles.

ou has proved to be practica to equip all Command Posts with gasoline
stations, so that the vehicles can fill tanks at the scariet nccordtthg to
the above, uring the fyrst nighet July 2f425, 1fi-3, the Comirand Posts
were equipped as follows: Command Post with gasoline station, w8th
Police Precinct Hoheluftehaussee for thze damaged district Hoheluftchaussee.
Command Post Erickestrasse with gasoline statiog for the District
Frickestrfsse, Niendorferstrasse. Fire Station II with gasoline stbtioih
for mAlsterdorf and Winterhude. I most cases, the fuel bad to be obtained
in small canisters by motorcycles with sidecars, since heavy vehicles
could not get to the Command Posts and gasoline pumps because of
blocked streeits.

How vital the inquiry service is, especially when carried out through the
Fire Service, is shown by the fact that from fire sites in Jarrestadt no
messages of any kind reached headquarters. These fire sites were dis-
covered by the undersigned while driving through the territory of the
Civil Defense Sector, and fire fighting units were put into action by hi~m
immediately. These reconnaissance trips were often quite difficult to
make, since one had to go through streets which could only be passed
wvith protection from a heavy overcoat and with Drotective goggles be-
cause of the heat and the shower of sparks. Other streets, which were
not passable because of the heat and wildly leaping flames, could only be
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Theat ttop ss for Atou pr fi-ere of uhe there was M&

Ob.egrated m-h caa-,~ yf-hnqorg T~n•.:g-- sobl tLme thet st:-,sicomis •Ede

O. ee Expen-iel.ý ~Wih 5=,-. Y(.-nDs ina-& mdxfhS&

Dnf Clrch bse, Cor-er Gcsoletely yeaneom of the Cmo0r!e
HerA was located in the grccnd ftor of bao erge e! se. Th•s
bralnc iadr a snee ie LD-in vreote, aot oz5eraf mefs3. %he wallrs 112
Meter thiek and 1iz Meter I'hi&* wCOrete Ceflag and PM~Or.

The- hbap-ig 'was wrn-OetelyF gritted-. In the cellars, he2aý of coke burned
for days.. AMfer eigft dethe vauh -x.- cleared of debris and opened-
The thick '-arls of the naut nwere still so 2eW habut ee after airie g it for
severall bours, the T-aull coold c-..A be entered for a few mnuirutes at a

yNotweg had burned in tshe saut, but the suitcases and equipment stored
there kra to be- carried out ith asbestos gJobes-

The leather suitcases for the most part were so dried out that they dis-
integrated during transport- 7he vahzable linens in the seitcases were
conpietely yellowed. The papers salvaged frpom the vaua were intact
and sti- readable, but were completely yellowed. Some of the more
delicate pieces of jewelr-y in the strongboxes were melted.

Similar experiences were reported with other safes. The papers stored
in iEie safes -were not burned and were still readable, but dried out and
yellowed, and turned to ashes when touched.

(Signed) Jacobs
District Captain of
Fire Protection Police
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To MP"zgm 9

RE__ 2aing Off ift~n Uu-yes fromm lisroyed or Fi-re-Engaired Hmcses
Zmd Emers

Lizeaeta Jersemrnm =4 Reser-e Liaenen A.-ers, d-ui the attack
migh of Joky 24125, 194-3, sawed 2bat 2W persons from the tmnel
bmer between the Hauses on - rnand Dmeppelstrasse. Thiere
Wxas a violet storm of s-•rks and great heat. Smoke a already being
sacked into the bunker througo the rentilation system.

Brigade Sergeat C(•"istv _ayn d--ring the mg#t of July 25 in
Oldesloherst-asse 190 with the assistance of three flak-men, recovered
six persons ali-e and six dead from the cellar of a collapsed building in
a continuous 10-hour effort. He had to saw the living people free as they
were completely trapped.

Sergeant Yneodor Harlst, during the night of July 25, 1943, recovered
seven persons alive from a burning and collapsed house at Oldesloher-
strasse 21 ia Schnelsen. Harfst, after hours of clearing away the debris,
wurked his way with his bare bands to the people buried in the shelter.

During the air attack of July 29/30, 1943, Fire Fighting Squads 1 la/I
under the command of Master Sergeant Simon and llb/I under the com-
mand of Master Sergeant Wagner were ordered by Lt. Colonel Schliemann
to the tunnel bunker Mesterkamp!Roennheidstrasse, to rescue about 400
people who were trapped in the bunker surrounded by burning houses.
First, a fire in a neighboring factory in which enormous amounts of gaso-
line and oil barrels were stored, had to be extinguished. After about
3-1/2 hoars of fire fighting, the two squads arrived at the bunker and
were able to save the 400 people there. The work was greatly complicated
by the fire storm.

144



Civil D&fe-se .osice Staff Sergeant Karl Keil, on July 25, 1943, at I a. m.,
-ith his Squad 23b/L, saved twenty w-omen and children from an air raid

shelter in the K&: zent•a Department Store at Hoheluftchaussee in the
.niddLe of a fire 4; *rrn. On July 28, the same Sergeant Keii saved about
fIfy, people from. celar in Sternstrasse, Wandsbek, in the middle of a
fire storm ' -ith, help of his Squad 23b/l.

On July 28, 1943, 7'-Egade Captain CaA--! Stuhr, who was subsequently
klled by a high eqI.-g)sive bomb during the fire fighting operations on
July 30, with his Squad 23a1I saved about fifty people from a shelter in
Zu-eite SchuLstrass, ý, Wandsbek during a fire storm.

Brigade Leader Hugo Moser ordered three rescue missions. During the
night of July 24/25, 19-13, two men of Brig.ade 14/1 saved two women and
four children in Lehmwoig Terrace by way of a wall and a fire ladder.
During the same might, !our additional men of the brigade were entrusted
with the rescue and transport of children from a nursery in Moltkestrasse.
During the night of July 29/30, 1943, the occupants of the air raid shelter
at Corner Abendrothsweg and Hoheluftchaussee (Beiderhase Restaurant)
were rescued by seven men from Brigade 14/I. All these actions were
accomplished under the most difficult conditions.

Brigade Leader, Sergeant Hans Fischer, with his Fire Brigade 21/I,
rescued 400 people during tye night of July 30, 1943, from the Large
Bunker at the Corner Gertigstrasse/Geibelstrasse, which was surrounded
by burning buildings.

(Signed) Fersemann
District Lieutenant of the Fire

Protection Police
Chief of Fire Service Department I
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Fire Service Department I
Heavy Fire Brigade l1/I Hamburg, August 5, 1943

RE: Saving of Lives During the Air Attack of July 29/30, 1943

On July 30, at 2:00 a.m., FB 11/I was ordered into action fighting fires
at Muehlenkampstrasse. At 7:30 a.m., the brigade was pulled out on
orders of Lt. Colonel Schliemann to save lives at Mesterkamp/Roennheid-
strasse. About 400 persons at this address were trapped in a tunnel
bunker surrounded by burning buildings. When we arrived, we found the
area in total darkness in spite of the tremendous fire storm in progress.
The brigade proceeded through the burning Roennheidstrasse to the bunker.
The A hose was connected directly at the bunker. The A-Squad started to
fight the fire at a neighboring factory, in which enormous amounts of
gasoline and oil drums were stored, and which were exploding, one after
the other. These burning liquids, which were being blown by the fire
storm winds in the direction of the bunker, were attacked by A-Squad
under the leadership of Master Sergeant Simon with 2 B hoses and were
thereby extinguished. The B engine had to be pulled out because of the
great heat. The B-Squad under the leadership of Master Sergeant Wagner
with the help of 2 B hoses then formed a retreat path through the burning
streets for the A-Squad and the people to be saved.

After about 3-1/2 hours of constant fire fighting the storm abated some-
what and the heat became less intense. Thereupon the people were asked
to leave the bunker as fast as possible, since the bare ruins threatened
to collapse. After repeated urgings, the people were led through the path
of retreat to the assembly point. After all trapped persons had been res-
cued, the fire brigade had to find a new way back, since the various
streets were blocked by deyris from falling buildings. Finally it was
possible to leave the site býr roundabout routes without damage.

Master Nehmer was in charge of the rescue operation. After 1-1/2 hours
at the fire site, he had to visit a hospital because of eye irritation.

(Signed) Simon (Master Sergeant)
Squad Leader

146



Experience Report About the Conflagrations
from July 24/25 to the Middle of August, 1943

During the air attack in the night of July 24/25, 1943, high explosive and
firebombs fell in the immediate vicinity of Lockstedt Fire Station. While
HFB 11/I was busy extinguishing stick firebombs which had fallen into
the yard of the firehouse and into one of the apartments above the fire
station, we noticed that the woodworking shop of Wrage & Schact, on
Jahnstrasse in Lokstedt that bordered on the back of the houses Wilhelm-
strasse 16 and 18--a bakery and a shoe store and apartments above--was
in flames. It was not feasible to extinguish the fire since the available
fire fighting forces were not sufficient and since it was impossible to get _t
reinforcements due to the fires raging all over Hamburg. We went into
action immediately, however, to protect the threatened buildings at
Wilhelmstrasse 16 and 18, and we were successful in preventing the
spread of fire to these houses. The water necessary for this action was
taken from the hydrants.

Soon thereafter we were called to Wilhelmstrasse 21, a residential house
which was on fire. There we were able to contain the fire with the con-
tents of a tank engine; the clean-up operations were taken over by the
Self-Protection forces. From there we were dispatched to Hindenburg-
strasse (Lockstedt) where the houses at Nos. 1 and 3 were on fire. Since
the various hydrants situated in the vicinity did not release any more
water, we began to lay a hose line to the water reservoir at Siemensplatz.
As soon as the B engine was connected to the hose and ready to draw
water, we were called away and ordered to go to Hoheluftchaussee.

The A engine, in the meantime, had been put in place at Mathildenstrasse
in Lokstedt, where the oilskin factory of Koehler & Son was on fire. The
engine could not be used, however, since no source of water was available.
The A Squad, together with the Plant Civil Defense forces formed a water
bucket chain, by which it was possible to save one wing of the building.
From there the A Squad, too, was ordered to go to Hoheluftchaussee.

When we arrived at Hoheluftehaussee, the B engine was put at the
Hoheluft Bridge, in order to pump water from the Isebek Canal. The B
Squad was ordered to start fighting the fires in Houses at Isestrasse 1,
3 and 5. First, 3 hoses were directed to houses Nos. 3 and 5, since it
appeared possible to save the lower floors of these houses and because
by doing so the spread of the fire to the house at No. 7 was pý'evented.
If we had had larger forces at our disposal, it would have been possible
to limit the fire to the roof and the top stories of the 3 houses; however,
since we could only spare 1 C hose for each house, we could not prevent
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the lower floors from catching on fire. The house on Isestrasse 1 burned
down completely. In addition, the water pressure from the hydrant be-
came lower and lower; the hose-truck 1/I was used to lay a hose line
from Hoheluft Bridge to Gosslerstrasse which provided water to the B
Engine. Other brigades and squads that were fighting fires in Klinker
and Grindelberg 88-90, also received their water from B engine, so that
finally 6 B lines were connected to it.

It should be added, regarding the fires at Isestrasse 1, 3, and 5 that most
of the tenants had fled and left their belongings behind. Otherwise it
would have been possible to save a great deal of the furnishings and mer-
chandise from tne lower floors, especially from the stores at Isestrasse
1 (Corner Hoheluft Bridge). Some men of the B Squad rescued linens and
other valuables from the burning house; they had to leave many things to
the flames however, sinte the forces at their disposal were not large
enough to remove everything.

The A Engine was connected to the above mentioned hose line laid by the
hose truck at Gosslerstrasse and supplied the hose lines laid out by
Squad A with water. The men of the A Squad fought several fires in
Hoheluftchaussee and in Gosslerstrasse. During the fire fighting opera-
tions on the second floor of the house at Hoheluftchaussee 64, the stair-
case caught fire. Since the stairs could not be used any longer, expansion
ladders had to be used to remove the men working in the house. Here,
too, none of the tenants were present, so that the same observations as
made above for the Isestrasse case apply.

On Jaly 26 at 2 p.m., after 36 hours on duty, HFB 11/I received orders
to return to the fire station. However, at 4:20 p.m., we received new
orders for action. The B Squad moved out to Hindenburgstrasse No. 3,
at which a raging fire was fought with 2 C hoses. The A Squad was or-
dered to go to Niendorferstrasse 131, but did not go into action at that
address since no water was available and the extent of the fire was not
large enough to justify the laying of an extended hose line to the water
basins far away. However, a coke heap was covered with sand. At
11:55 p. m. the brigade was back at the station.

After about 1-1/2 hours, on July 27 at 1:30 a.m., a new order was re-
ceived that instructed the B Squad to go to Hindenburgstrasse 35 to
extinguish a fire at a coke dump at Kemm Cake Bakery. A long hose
line had to be laid to the water storage tank at Siemersplatz and at about
6 a. m. in the morning the fire was extinguished to the point where re-
newed flare-up was no longer imminent.

During the attack on the night of July 27/28, the houses at
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Hindenburgstrasse 1 and 3 were hit a second time by firebombs and
caught on fire. Also the buildings at Siemersplatz and the corner house
at Wilhelmstrasse caught on fire. Immediately, the HFB il/I went into
action on its own and fought the fires at Siemersplatz. Because of the
Iast action on the part of the brigade only the roof was damaged. The
water for fighting the fire was taken from the water storage tank about
50 meters away. The fires in Hindenburgstrasse in the meantime were
fought by the Party Fire Engine. The Brigade 11/I assisted them a little
later and through the combined efforts it was possible to prevent the
gutting of these houses and to save at least parts of them.

On July 29, the B engine was ordered to the Command Post Lombards-
bruecke/Alsterdamm. There the squad received an order to proceed to
Rothenburgsort. All attempts to reach that location by all sorts of routes
and detours were unsuccessful as the streets, to the extent that they did
not form a sea of flames, were impassible because of the debris from
collapsed houses. The B Squad then received orders to take up fire
fighting at Wandsbekerchaussee and in the vicinity of Eilbektal Strasse.
Together with the Volunteer Fire Brigade from Buedelsdorf (near Rends-
burg) we worked until 5:45 p. m. on July 29 at which time we returned to
the station. We were successful in saving numerous houses from com-
plete destruction and in containing the fires at other places at least until
the tenants of the lower floors could re-,cue their most precious
possessions.

The A Squad was assigned to clean-up operations at Langenkamp during
our absence. It should be noted here, that for work of this kind, the
mobile task force would have been sufficient, and it was not necessary
to employ the large fire engine of the heavy fire brigade.

On July 30, the HFB 11/I was put into action at Muehlenkamp. The bri-
gade received its orders at 1:45 a. m. and moved out immediately. Since
whole streets, especially Sierichstrasse, Dorotheenstrasse, Barmbeker-
strasse, Winterhuder Marktplatz were in flames (and were partially
impassible because of large bomb craters in the streets), it was possible
to reach our goal only by roundabout routes. Squad A went into action at
Langenkamp; Squad B at Preystrasse. At Preystrasse, between
Muehlenkamp and Schinkelstrasse, nine houses were totally enveloped
by flames. One C hose was taken at once to the corner of Preystrasse
and Schinkelstrasse, in order to head off the fire. The second C hose
was placed on Preystrasse at the corner of Muehlenkamp, to prevent the
fire from jumping across Muehlenkamp. Not till then could the fires in
the center houses be fought. Since the staircases for the most part had
already collapsed, the only possibility that remained was to fight the fire
from the outside with a B hose, which was done immediately. The houses
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Schinkelstrasse and the rear of Peter Marquardtstrasse were covered
w&-ith sand and water by tie Self-Protection forces despite a heavy rain
of sparks, which prevented these houses from catching on fire. The
water was brought in with a B line from the A engine which received
water from the Muehlenkamp Canal at tlhe Langenkamp Bridge.

At 7 a. m., HFB 11/I was ordered by Lt. Colonel Schliemann to
Mesterkamp/Roennheidstrasse to rescue some people. The fire fighting
at Muehlenkamp was interrupted immediately, and the brigade went by
the fastest route to Mesterkamp. Details about our activities there are
contained in the attached special report.

Nothing needs to be said about various small actions and the refilling of
water storage tanks. On August 1, the B Squad- was ordered into action
in Barmbekerstrasse 13 and at Goldbekufer 25 for clean-up operations.
In fighting the fire at Barmbekerstrasse. 13, the laying of a long hose
line was avoided because a drain located in the street contained enough
water. The water was therefore sucked from the drain. Even though
the water was very dirty, it was good enough to wet the burning remnants.
At Goldbekufer, water was taken from the Goldbek Canal.

During the day of August 2 and the night of August 2/3, both squads were
again active. Squad A operated at Stammanstrasse 22, while the B Squad
carried out clean-up operations at Flueggestrasse 12/14 and Kaemmerufer
8, 10, and 12. At all these locations, the floors, beams, etc., as well
as the fuel stored 'in the cellars were on fire.

The action at Winterhuder Marktplatz on August 2, should be especially-
mentioned. In the Kolzen Garage, coke supplies had to be wetted down
in order to prevent the nearby gasoline tanks, containing about 15, 000
liters of gasoline, from exploding. With one B and one C hose. it was
possible to cool off the coke and to turn away the explosion danger. The
A Squad was active on that day at Knickweg and at Goldbekufer, dousing
burning fuel supplies--especially a store of coal at Knickweg. The water
was obtained from the Osterbek Canal (for Knickweg) and from the
Goldbek Canal.

On August 3, the A Squad received orders at 3 a. m. to go to Borsteler-
chaussee 246, where a large villa and a barn with a built-in apartment
were on fire. While the fire at the villa was already so widespread that
it was impossible to save it, it was possible to preserve the barn with
1 B hose and 3 C hoses. The water was taken from two hydrants. If
these had not supplied water, help would have been impossible since
there were no bodies of water and no reservoirs or tanks for miles
around. At the same time, the B Squad was ordered to Hainholt 85 and

150



Timm Kroegerweg. At these sites work Droceeded only whith the tank
engine, because no other water was available. It seems that water tanks
should be installed in these housing districts. While Squad A was kept
busy until 12:30 noon, Squad B returned to the station at 5:10 a. m. It
was ordered out again immediately to Maria Louisenstrasse 90 and to
Rondeel. There is nothing special to report about the actions at these
sites.

On. August 3, at 10:46 p. m., the A Squad was called to Curschmannstrasse
8 where coke in a cellar was on fire. The neighbor house was practically I
undamaged; however, there was danger of the fire spreading to the neigh-
bor house by way of the wall breakthrough in the air raid shelter. This
was averted by hosing operations.

14

On August 4, HFB 11/I was busy in Winterhude; the A Squad in Maria
Louisenstrasse/Krohnskamp, and the B Squad at Langenkamp. At these
sites, the beams, floors, fuel supplies, etc. were on fire and they kept
flaring up anew because of the phosphorus that was present.

Concerning further actions, only those of August 6 are mentioned. The
B Squad was busy at Rondeel/Maria Louisenstrasse with clean-up opera-
tions. A long hose line had to be laid to the Leinpfad Canal. This could
have been avoided if a small brigade with a small fire engine had been
put into action; a small engine could have taken water from the Rondeel
Pond by way of the gardens of the villas. OnAugust 10, 1943, the A
Squad was put into action at Geffkenstrasse 15/17. While the villa at
No. 17 was completely gutted, No. 15 was virtually undamaged. Since
the ceiling beams were carried through the firewall, the fire spread to
te eighboring house. However, the fire was put out before it progressed
v _ry far. If the beams had been installed according to regulations, the
danger of fire spread would not have existed.

Hamburg, August 25, 1943
(Signed) Wagner, Brigade Leader

HFB 11/I
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Fire Brigade 14 Hamburg, August 22, 1943

To: Fire Service Department I Thrcugh Official Channels

RE: Report on Actions from July 24 to August 4, 1943

July 25 - 12:30 a. m.

Five stick firebombs fell into the shelter and gymnasium of our own
quarters at Lehmweg 14; the resulting fires in the ceilings and beams
as well as the burning bombs were extinguished. During these actions
the telephone service failed. Two gas sentries were consequently or-
dered to go to the sector headquarters to serve as messengers; they were
given the following message: "Brigade has decided to go into fire fighting
action on its own initiative on burning houses at Nos. 6, 8, and 10 on
Lehmweg, burning streetcars standing nearby, and the burning house at
the corner of Lehmweg and Otto-Bloeckerstrasse.

July 25 - 1:00 a.m.

The fires in the streetcars were put out with one C hose using water from
a nearby hydrant. The houses at Lehmnweg 6 to 10 and those to the rear
were wholly cn fire. Squad 14b/I was assigned to the burning L-idustrial
building at Lehmweg 10.

July 25 - 1:15 a. m.

After 15 minutes of action, Squad 14a/I was ordered to go to the Valvo
Pipe Works on Lockstedt. Access by way of Bismarck-Manstein-
Quickbornstrasse was made difficult because of a bomb crater and debris
in the streets. We had to stop when we reached house No. 39 (on Quick-
bornstrasse) because of a fire storm. We then went around by way of
Gaertnerstrasse, Eidelstedterweg, Ottersbek Allee, Lutterothstrasse,
Hellkamp-Eidelstedterweg, Kaiser Friedrichstrasse, Lowenstrasse,
Carlstrasse, Horst Wesselallee. On the way we noted that fire station
No. 9 and neighboring houses were all on fire and observed industrial
fires on Horst Wesselallee. On arrival at the Pipe Works we found that
only two sheds had burned down, that the fires were contained by the
Self-Protection Service, that no water wag available and that no water
storage containers were in the area. Orders were given by Captain
Jacobs for Squad 14a/I to go to a damage site at Hoheluftchaussee-
Lehmweg. Laid-out hoses were picked up and we went to the new site
by way of Behrkampsweg, Hindenburgstrasse, and Hoheluftchaussee.
When we reached the Capital Theater we found the way blocked by debris,
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craters and fallen o-erhead wires. We went back to Eppendorferweg
and then by way of 1oltkestrasse to tsekai-Hohehzft Bridge. We were
held up along the way by fire storms which had deeloped in the mean -
time as well as by the debris in the .-- reets. Also, along Moltkestrasse,
we were asked by the nurses of the children's nursery located on that
street to help them. A shower of sperks Isd developed in the area and
the winds carried burning wcod fragments the size of a fist along through
the air. We were able to calm the nurses by promising assistance.

The motorized fire engine was put into position at the Isebeck Canal and
the squad laid hoses to the nmrsery. The brigade captain and two men
directed the rescue of the children under a water curtain from the hose
tea-ns. A civilian bicyclist was sent to obtain ambulances. After the
rescue operation was completed and wet blankets %,ere made available
to the children and nurses, the squad proceeded to the damage site on
Hoheiuftchaussee.

Squad 14b/I fought the fires at Lehmweg 7 to 10 for about one hour when
it received orders fromn Captain Jacobs to seal off the fires in the houses
to the rear of Lehmweg 7 since, of the eight houses along the street, two
had not yet caught on fire. The houses to the rear were difficult t: reach
because a small fire storm at Lehmweg 7.

July 25 - 6:00 a. m.

Squad 14:3/I assigned also to the damage site at No. 6 Hoheluftchaussee.
Calls for help were heard from the terrace; they saved two women and
two children with the help of hook ladders laid across walls. Sergeant
Japp was injured by a falling wall and was rescued by Brigade Sergeant
Moser arid Staff Sergeants KollanJ and Hansen. He was takeai to the aid
station on the 41m floor of the fire station; a police car arrived after 3
hours (9 a. m.) to rake him to Eppendorfer Hospital. At House No. 6,
the Self-Prctection people assisted us very effectively.

At the damage site Lehmweg 8, built-in coal chutes caused difficulties
in putting out the fires; the burning coal stuck in the chutes, was difficult
to shovel out, and delayed hosing operations.

Later in the day, fires :n Mcltkestrasse, Bismarckstrasse, and Isestrasse
were fought by both squads. In the Klinker skyscraper at Hoheluftchaussee
Station, fire fighting was particularly difficult because of the very great
heat and large stores of coal. The three men, Kolland, Storm, and
Busch, were able to put out the fire in the upper floor. Four S.A. men
were asked to relieve the squad crew at the hose nozzle; however, they
did not comply.
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July 25 - 2 p.M_

On ord-rs from Captain J2cob, the brigade %2s relieved by reserves.

JUIT 26 - a a. mn. to 6 p. -M.

Conducted difficult cle2n-up operations at Otto Bloe&erstrasse 2, 6,
and 8, and at Wesseley Corner. Put cut a number of fires at each site,
including a fire in a large store of coke in a damaged building.

July 27 - 2:10 a. m.

The brigade was ordered to go to Hinderburgstrass-e 29 in Loistedt where
an entwire house or vila was on fire. Two long hose lines aere laid from
a storage basin at Siemersplatz and t&,e fire itself •-a.s fouht irfth 3 C
hoses. Military persomnel assisted in fighting the fire.

July 28 - 7:00 a. m.

Brigade received orders to go to Command Post Lombard Bridge where
it was ordered to go into action on Spaldiagstrasse and Repsold-strasse.
On arrival, Spaldingstra:ise was found blocked by debris and by a wide-
spread fire storm. We had to retreat to Repsoldstrasse and were assign-
ed the task of fighting the fires at Repsoldstrasse No. 47 and the houses
to the rear. The fire fighting operations were hindered by the presence
of food packages stored on the fourth fwoor (this building was a provision-
ing post for the police). The smoke vas especially strong and biting.
Only after completely rearranging and dousing the packages with water
was it possible to bring the fire under control On both tha fourth and
fifth floors, the fires had to be fought from the front to the rear in order
to finally extinguish the fires in the burning roof beams. They were im-
possible to reach otherwise because of the tremendous heat and strong
shower of sparks. The house remained intact.

Later the brigade was assigned to other fire fighting tasks along Repsold-
strasse and Rosenallee. An administration building was prevented from
burning.

July 27 - 8:00 p.m.

Brigade relieved from duty and returned to quarters.

July 28 - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p. m.

Brigade ordered to fight fires in the area of Spaldingstrasse and
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Repsold-strasse. Ahhoagfli sor c dttifans &existd alor ; thhe iy
bothD ntotor-ied pum-p engines got thromghi. They., ur-r suationed alang
!Isoldstras-se. TTM EhoasCs 2lon the frobe, at the Correr, " irf the e-
houses beetVen S ayfdingýMroMaS- and Wos esrase -ere b•_- -Ming f.
The hause at the corner of S ahfinggstzrzsze and Woltn-wnst4rasse =n!laP_.-de
and burned Comple'ely. In the afftr ernosn the brigade af~ugon rMo12
but difficult fires in houses on Re-• soldstrasse ani RIose-ma/ ee,•r cn 4e

them off te prevreit spreading. Squad 1A4Ile assisted inb rescue at__
from the public shelter at the corner of Anrorothsweg and eeohelarft-
chaussee. IWater spray from a B hose was use-e-to cove~r ti---3nrat
(and eabot path) from the shelter. In this hWa abOut 250 p dalgere able
to leave the shelter witho ut beingrexposed to flames i-et-ig into of se_
from bmrning buildings on both sides.

July 29 - 1:00 a. Lr..

Received orders to go to the corner of BreitentfeldersýLrzss;. -_nd Iioheluft-
shaussee where a large fire -was reported. Squadi thes worked In the
dhmage soite at onreitenfelderstrasse while Squad 4b1! was pulliu actrn
at the corner of Abendsrothhsweg and Hohebzbeongssee. At the latter loca-
tion, about 200 people were in an air raid shelter that was in danger of
being cut off by the enclosing fires. After prolonged fity e finring of these
fires, Squad 14b/1 was successful in rescuing these people. In the sateah-
time, Squad l4aei, through uninterrupted fire sighting operationis ontt
houses No. 4 and No. 6 on Breitelfelderstras se, -was successoul in orer-
venting the fires from spreading to the gasoline storage buildings weich
were located behind the houses acd which belonged to the streetcar line.
Houses or both sides of the elevated streetcar line building in 4friclh
up. 000 liters of gasoline were stored wera on fire. The roof of the
building and the surrounding area were constantly kept under a spray agef
stater until the fires which threatened were sealed off. In securirg the
safety of the- ear houses, Mr. Reher (formdrly of the first ai d station
on Wrangeistrasse) particularly distinguished himselffby personal bt avery
and outstanding judgments although he was somewhat handicapped since
he is a hunchback.

July 29 - 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The brigade received orders to go to Semperstrasse 65 and 64 for clean-
up operations. We conducted afterhosing tasks on houses at Nos. 49 to

53 and 46 to 64, several of which were under danger of collapse. Large
stores of coal in the attics made the clean-up operations difficult. Hoses
had to be cut with axes in the walls from one room to another before the~
sources of the fires could be found and the ires extinguished. FPP Ser-
geant Krueger was injured by falling debris (he died in the Eppendorf
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IH"9spit om July 30, 1943, at 4-30 a..).

ACgUS-t I - 700 P.Mt.

Brigade assigned to aferasin- operations cn Sempersa-asse an
Giebelsftrasse.

-August 2 - :-1:15 a.a

Brigade relieved and returned to quarters..

Ags2 - 12 mon toa pý.M.

Br-igade ordered to ciondctu clean-up operations on Efeuweg.

-uwt3 - 4 a. m. to 1:30 pm,

Brigade assigneed to clean-up operations on 31ria-Louisenstrasse.

August 4- 8 p.m. to August 5- i: 15 a.m.

Furnished motorized ladder truck and conducted clean-up operations at
No. 7 Gosslarstrasse. Afterhosing operations with the motorized ladder
were conducted from balcony-to-balcony.

(Signed) Moser, Brigade Sergeant, FP 14/I
Rolland, MAlster Sergeant, FB 14a/I
Muenster, Master Sergeant, FB 14b/I
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flez~ Fire B.-nde 221! Ob~rg, Angust 23. 1943

expermence Report Va~t d~ Lsk Air A4ttacks

Smd 22all

At 1:25 a. m. on Jmly 25, 193, dring the air attack, Squad 22a11 was
ordered to go to the Tratam Works at Dorctheenstrasse 2-24- T1ine fires
had alrea4- t widespread proportions y- the time the sq-ad
arrived. However, with energetic heip from the Plant Ci%i! Defense
forces, it a possible to check wýd contain the fires to such an extent
that the Plant Civ Defense forces could take care of the contined fire
watch and clean-up operations.

Roof fires at houses No. 3 and 5 (rear house) across the street were
extinguished with the help of Uilitary persomnl and the Self-Protection
forces. The sqtud also saved the house at Sierichs-trasse No. 14 from
burning down; Che neighboring house was gutted. Following that action,
fires were extinguished in the houses at Lehnhardstrasse Nos. 9, 11,
and 13. It should be mentioned that a dud bomb was lying in the yard and
a Flak dud was lyi.-g on the fourth floor between burning heaps of debris
at house No. 13. The squad next extinguished fires at the sites Bismarck-
strasse 96; Mansteinstrasse Nos.141, 20, and 55; and Breitenfelderstrasse
Nos. 38 and 40. After 28 hours of uninterrupted fire fighting operations,
the squad returned to quarters at the fire station.

At 2:40 a. m. on July 28, 1943, during the a.r attack, Squad 22a/I was
ordered to go to Wandsbecker Marktplatz. The fire fighting was made
ex-rEmely difficult by the shortage of water. During this action, Ser-
geant Rahfeld fell from a sliding laader and was taken to the hospital
suffering a fracture of the left clavicle. Even though four men were
holding thc ladder, it was not possible to prevent the accident because of
the strong gusting winds of the prevailing fire storm. I did not see the
accident myself, as Squad 22a/I was fighting the fire from a neighboring
house.

After extinguishing that fire, Colonel Doctor Fagg ordered the squad to
Berline: Tor with instructions to cool off the air raid shelter or bunker
in the Laemmermarkt School where about 800 people were locked in. On
the way back to Wandsbeck, the squad rescued nine persons from a school
at Heidenskampsweg and Franklinstrasse. The trip to Berliner Tor and
back posed extraordinary problems for the driver, Master Sergeant
Piercromber. Our path was continuously blocked by felled trees, torn
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dvz5,, oa-erie.d s tcae-er pvver Pi & dbris from colharrcd bumildings,
tt:bCraters~, and the bL-t from tMe Sea Of flzmes of hirning building---

Ahh,..gh bdly eL.tr21ged by bontb shrpnel, the v-ehicle performed well

_arg the a atack of July 30, 1943, .Squad 22aiI was ordered at 2:15

a. ni. to go to dhe dmg fea otcedtas n osore
wherre lage-scalle roof fin-es had reportedly developed. The municipal _1
water system no longer functioned 2nd water had to be taken from the
GoIc-_k Cmal. Also p-esent at the fire site were 800-liter pump en-
gines from &.e Adler--orks, th H. A. K., and the Local Group of the 4'
.azi Party. In order to secare sufficient water supply and to nake best
passible use of the available hoses, B2211 Leader Scw-eim assigned a
1ire sector to each group and allocated the supplr of water to the three
groups by way of •z KL. 921 fron the Goldbek Canal using 2 B lines and

distributors. The Squad 22a1I fought the fires at Rosmoorweg and
Gottscheidstrasse to prevent its spread to neighboring houses; this it
accomplished thraugh energetic action. The three groups together con-
tained the fres. T-he local Self-Protection forces functioned very well.
Special mention should go to Mrs. Schreier, Rospersweg No. 1, who

contributed much to the success of the operation by carrying water
untiringly.

During the attack of August 3, 1943, Squad 22a1I was active at Blumen-
strasse 16 where it prevented the spread of the fire to neighboring houses.

(Signed) Claus Rademann, Master Sergeant
Squad Leader 22a/I

Squad 22b/I

At 1:26 a. m. on July 25, 1943, Squad 22b/I was assigned to fire fighting
tasks in the area of Frickestrasse. On arrival, several houses were
found to be on fire and the water and telephone lines destroyed. We were
forced to get additional hoses from the Kolow Stat~on which, together with
a long hose line to FB Ortesfeld (2 B hoses). With the water supplied by
this means, we proceeded to fight fires in the houses at Nos. 59, 61, 65,
67, 69, 71, 77, 81, 66, and 64 on Frickestrasse. With the assistance of
the Plant Civil Defense and Self-Protection forces, we were able to fight
the fires to a standstill permitting the squad to return to quarters at
1:00 p. m. Great demands were made of the crews. Much hose material
had to be moved during the operation since the supply was short and since
we did not have sufficient forces to fight all the fires in the area at the
same time. During the morning and afternoon of July 2b, the squad
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condacted clean-up operations on Hoheluftchaussee and at Hegestrasse
and Oderfelderstrasse.

At 10:45 p. m. on July 26, we were assigned hosing duties near the
building at Hamburgstrasse 71, Schnelsen, to assist in the recovery of
bodies. A long hose line -as required to reach a source of water. The
fires were caused by the gas escaping from broken gas mains in four
gutted buildings. The fires looked like flares, lighting up the whole
neighborbood. These fires were put out with a strong jet of water from
the hose nozzles after which the valves of the gas main iPading to the
buildings were turned off. At 1 a. m. on July 27, we returned to quarters.

On July 23, Squad 22b/I was ordered to the Wandsbecker Marktplatz at
2:45 a. m. to fight fires. In spite of great difficulties in obtaining the
necessary water and in conducting operations in the prevailing heavy
fire storm, the squad was able to hold back the encroaching fire per-
mitting the safe removal of all the goods and furniture in the Marktplatz.
When the water basin became empty, hosing operations had to cease
until the hose line was relaid to the Mill Pond. During the waiting per-
iod, the squad put the furniture into a safe place.

At 2:15 a. m. on July 30, the squad received orders to go to the Vidahl
Coal Storage Company at Sierichstrasse No. 176. To obtain water for
the operations, one B line with distributors was laid with the hose truck
to a storage basin on Dorotheenstrasse. With the able assistance of the
Nahe Fire Brigade and the Self-Protection forces, fires in the roofs and
apartments of structures at Nos. 3, 5, 7, and 9 Gayhiusstrasse were
contained. Special mention should go to two young girls (not named) who
carried messages to the pump site during the whole operation. At the
Vidahl Coal Storage Company, a phosphorus bomb had fallen into the
briquette storeroom and was not discoviered until the briquettes were
ignited and readily burning. The flames were extinguished with a C hose
after which the Self-Protection forces personnel spaded the briquettes
over and kept watching the site for further signs of burning. In the mean-
time a nearby gas station began to burn but the squad was easily able to
extinguish the fire with one B hose.

At 2:15 a. m. on August 3, the squad was ordered into action at the cor-

ner of Blumenstrasse and Maria Iouisenstrasse. With the help of the
Self-Protection forces, we were successful in extinguishing the develop-
ing fires. One house was fully on fire and the heat and flying sparks from
it seriously threatened a neighboring house. A C hose was used to extin-
guish all the small fires that started in the second house and thus the )
second house was prevented from burning.. Later in the day, the squad
conducted clean-up operations at the Post Office on Grasweg.
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At 4:17 p.m. or August 21, Squad 22b/I was ordered to go to State
Square on Hegestrasse and extinguish some burning phosphorus bombs.
Several bombs in one pFile were burning when we arrived. All around
there were small piles of phosphorus bombs, stick firebombs, and flare
munitions. The situation looked more dangerous than it really was. It
would have been better to put all such half-burned bombs and duds into
a box of sand for burning. However, we lit off all the piles, let the
bombs burn out, and then covered the remnants with earth.

(Signed) Timm, Master Sergeant
Squad Leader, 22b/I

Brigyade 22/I

In all air attacks and actions, all of my men did outstanding work. They
persisted through long hours of tireless fire fighting work under the mosL
difficult circum~scances and this way prevented further widespread fire
damage. They all deserve full recognition.

(Signed) Schweim, Brigade Sergeant
Squad Leader C. D. Police
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HFB 32/I Hamburg, October 4, 1943

To Fire Department I, Hamburg

RE: Brief Report About the Successes That Were Achieved at the Various
Fire Sites by Our Actions During the Time of July 25 to August 4, 1943

According to: Circular Letter of Fire Department I from October 2, J943

7/25/43 Goethestrasse 1, near 32/I Fought fires and checked spread
Wandsbek

Schlankrye 32/I Extinguished fire, saved human
lives and salvaged precious
material

7/26/43 Schlankrye 32/I "

7/27/43 Hammerstrasse and 32/I Afterhosing operations
Freesestrasse,
Wandsbek

Goethestrasse 9 32b/I "

Curvenstrasse 32a/I "

Hammerstrasse 26-32, 32/I
54

7/28/43 Witthoeftstrasse 32/I Fought fires and prevented spread

Wandsbek Hospital 32b/I Fought fires and salvaged pre-
cious food stocks

Wandsbeker Markt, 32/I Filled water storage basin
Wilheimstrasse

7/29/43 Schlossstrasse 17, 19 32b/I Extinguished fire

Stiftstrasse 32a/I " "

Horst Wesslestrasse 32a/I Checked spread of fire
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Hammerstrasse 32a/I Fought fire

Loewenstrasse 10, 12 32a/I Afterhosing operations

Bramfelderstrasse 32b/I Preventedi spread of fire

7/30/43 Hirschstrasse 2, Fire 32/I Rescued hurran lives
Station Wandsbek

7/31/43 " " 32/I Recovered dead bodies

8/1/43 Sternstrasse 39 32b/I Extinguished fire

8/2/43 Luebeckerstrasse, 32a/I Afterhosing operations
Holsten - von
Lergerckestrasse

8/3/43 Ackermannstrasse and 32a/I Prevented spread of fire
Sechslingspforte

Moenckegergstrasse 32b/I Extinguished fire

Luebe ckerstras se, 32a/I Afterhosing operations
Wandsbek

Freight Station, 32aJ1I if

Wandsbek

8/4/43 Luebeckerstrasse, 32a/I it

Wandsbek

Freight Stat~bn 32b/I "

Wandsbek

(Signed) Menck, Squad Leader

(Signed) Jacobs
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Fire Department Group West

Fire Department Division II Hamburg, August 11, 1943

RE: Report About the Major Air Attacks on July 25, 27, 29, and
August 3, 1943

At the beginning of the attack on July 25, 1943, all units went into action
according to plan. Within a short time, telephone communication with
the units was no longer possible. From then on, messages and orders
were carried between the units and division headquarters by motorcycle
or bicycle messengers. All units went into action on their own initiative
in response to fires that were flaring up everywhere. The leaders of
the units worked completely independently in repressing (in order to
darken) the developing fires at damaged sites. After the Sector head-
quarter building was hit by stick firebombs and burned down, the Air
Defense Command and the Command Post of the Fire Service Depart-
ment moved to the 24th Police Precinct in Oberstrasse; during the move,
communication with the units was interrupted. On Sunday, the 25th, the
Command Post was established at Fire Station 4. A regular relief sched-
ule for ihe exhausted crews could not be worked out because new fires
were developing everywhere, or old ones flared up again; these circum-
stances persisted the following night and day, so that the crews were not
able to rest between July 25 and 30, 1943. Provisions were in short
supply on the 25th; however, improvement in getting food to crews
occurred on the following days.

During the air attacks on July 28 and July 30, numerous fires were
started in C. D. Sector II; in these attacks, the assignment of units was
again accomplished independently. At several sites the fires were suc-
cessfully contained and several houses were saved. In very many cases,
the upper stories and the staircases were on fire, so that it was not
possible to fight the fires from the inside of the buildings. Since the
water distribution system went out of commission early during the attack
of July 25, the fire fighting units had to rely on water supplies from the
storage basins or from open canal water. However, the available hose
supply was insufficient to make best use of these supplies. The requested
additional hoses were not promptly delivered ind the fire fighting at many
sites was greatly delayed. At sites where the hose trucks were in action,
the supply of hoses was quickly eAiausted.

All fire fighting actions were carried out under the greatest of difficulty
because of the shortage of water, and because the enormous heat in the
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streets combined with the terrific fire storms, the flying sparks, and
the rain of glowing ashes. At the beginning of the action, only single
fire sites were apparent; with a sufficient water supply these small fires
could have been successfully put out. It is therefore recommended that
a portable fire extinguisher be kept on hand which *ould be sufficient to
extinguish such fires. Because of the loss of time, due to the layingout
of the long hose lines, the single small fire sites grew and joined, so
that whole streets were on fire and burned out before the crews were
able to start operations. It was noted that firewalls between severalhigh
buildings offered effective fire protection because 'the fire came to a
standstill at these walls.

It is suggested that the firewalls be extended at least one meter above
the roof covering. Also, the installation of additional water storage
basins with contents of at least 500 cubic meters at a distance of about
150 to 200 meters from each other throughout the city is recommended.

The effectiveness of the so-called fireproofing of the attics was not sub-
stantiated in any of the attic fires that occurred.

(Signed) Sick
District Firs+ Lieute_.ant of the

Fire Protection Police
Fire Department Division. Chief
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Fire Brigade 11/LH Hamburg, August 31, 1943

TO: Fire Department Division Il

The following experiences were gathered from the air attacks duringthe
time from July 25, 1943 till present:

1. Since the municipal water supply failed almost at the beginning
of the attack on July 25, the units were forced to obtain water from open
bodies of water or from water storage basins. The amount of hose
carried on the fire department vehicles proved to be insuffidient. Since
the Fire Fighting Squads--or Fire Brigades--were put into action singly,
hose trucks were not available to them. An additional supply of hose
carried on the fire trucks (especially B hoses) is absolutely necessary.

2. The fire fighting activities had to be interrupted frequently be-
cause the connections on the new hoses ripped.

3. The existing water storage tanks of 200 cubic meters capacity
proved in most instances to be much too small. Also the number of tanks
was not sufficient.

4. The equipping of the LF 8's with hose counlings is absolutely
necessary.

5. At the fire sites it was frequently observed that the out-of-town
units could not reach the fire from the inside of the buildings and there-
fore had no success in extinguishing the fire.

6. The frequent occurrence of eye inflammation is partly due to the
bad quality of the protective goggles. Some of them were unusable after
a very short time.

7. Provisioning of the crews at the damage sites left much to be
desired. Since the men were on continuous duty for very long periods of
time, we had to try to get provisions and drinks from the civilian
population.

(Signed) Mallok, Master Sergeant
Fire Brigade 11/II
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Emergency Brigade 14111 Hamburg, October 5, 1943

Experiences Report About Actions
During the Attacks on HambLrg

Messages: It would be advantageous if every truck had a bicycle for
quicker transmittal of messages.

Water Supply: When the municipal viater supply fails to function, the
stock of B hoses is insufficient to fight fires effectively; in many cases
the nearest water storage tank or open water source cannot be reached
with 10 B hoses joined together. When assignmnet is by squad, and a
considerable amount of time is needed to obtain B hoses, success in
fighting a fire becomes questionable.

The amount of B hoses on the vehicles should be at least doubled, and
more water storage tanks should be placed in the streets. Wherever
possible, the fire should be fought from the inside of a building and
assignments to sites should be made by brigade. Also, a number of
portable tank extinguishers would be useful for every :quad, since small
developing fires can be put out quickly with such equipment.

The lumberyards located near the streets represent a great danger to the
surrounding houses, and the special safety measures for these houses
should be adopted and implemented.

The Self-Protection organization fell apart, and it would probably have
been more advantageous to have block groups rather than house groups,
since in this way one leader would have had larger forces at his disposal.
Here, too, in the houses and yar-ds, more water containers should be in
readiness.

(Signed) Ruland
Brigade Captain
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Fire Department Emergency Squad

Fire Station 4 Y.amburr, August 23, 1943

Experience Report About Service During the Air Attacks

The crew of Fire Department Emergency Squad 2/11, for the most part,
went into action independently and fought the fires on their own initiative.

At first the hydrants gave water; however, after a short time, the wate-
supply failed and long hose lines had to be laid to alternate water sources.
The fire fighting was therefore delayed. Hose material was not in suffi-
cient supply; in case of failure of the municipal water line, every brigade
should have a hose truck.

During the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th attack nights, the various squads usually
had about 20 extra B hoses on the trucks and therefore were more equal
to the fire fighting tasks. T1he number of water storage tarLks was too
small. The hose couplings were made too skimpily and very often broke
apart. The light metal was not strong enough for the demands made on
it. The hose bridges were not nearly sufficient; those filled with cork
were not at all satisfactory.

No police forces were on duty to implement the necessary blocking off
of streets. The fire fighting forces, therefore, were hindered in ful-
filling their tasks. If one wanted a place blocked off, he had to order
the policemen standing around to do it. Traffic was not re-routed as it
should be.

The fire sites, which were left to the Self-Protection for afterhosing
operations soon flared up again and caused further fires.

Burning fuel (such as coke, coal, briquettes) in the attics burned through
the floors of the upper stories. Here, clean-up squads could have saved
many buildings. The forces requested to carry out this task arrived too
late.

Many buildings burned down through ignition by flying sparks of curtains
and black-out equipment; once ignited, the fire was carried by these
curtains and black-out equipment into the apartments.

(Signed) Zimmeýrman
District Lt. of Fire Protection Police

1C,7
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L"B 211/H Hamburg, August 21, 1943

Report of Experiences During the Air Attacks on Hamburg
July 25 to August 3, 1943

The fighting of fires during the first attack night was made extremely
difficult by the fact that the water main failed after about seven minutes
of usage. When this occurred, a hose line was laid to the nearest water
storage basin. However, usually there were not enough hoses or. one
truck which, when co.nected together, could reach the basin. The same
shortage of hose applied to afterhosing operations. The fir*-s in many
cases could have been extinguished in about five minutes of hosirg; but
to lay the hose line to a distant source often required about 20 minutes or
more of the brigade's time. It would be most advantageous if several
3000-liter pump engines would be provided to each squad. Also a water
storage tank should be available about every 100 to 150 meters along
each street.

Many houses burned down because the roofs are of an even height and the
fire was able to leap from one roof to the next. This could perhaps be
prevented if the firewalls were extended a sufficient distance about the
roofs.

It would be advisable to equip the pump engines with electrical lamps.
The reinforcement of the fire fighting forces failed completely. Relief
during the first attack night came only after 12 hours. The brigade did
not get anything to eat or drink during that period. During the 2nd and
4th attack nights we were fed by the population. At the Bornplatz fire in
the 3rd attack night, the motorized police unit took care of feeding us.
We did not receive coffee, however. The C. D. policemen also com-
plained that they did not have sufficient supplies. Firemen should be
equipped with a second pair of knee-boots. A bicycle per brigade for the
transmission of messages would be advisable. Police were not available
to block off fire sites and to direct traffic.

(Signed) Behrmann
Sergeant of the Fire Protection Police
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lHPS 23b/H

E-Erience Report

During Actions on July 25, July 28, July 30, and August 3, 1943

7125143 Action at Finance Department, Schlump 83; Reserve Hospital
NV Schlump; Residential Homes Schlarnp 26-31; and houses
in rear

Right after the squad went into action, the water main failed. The fire
watchers in the finance building apparently had run home. At the Reserve
Hospital, the Air Raid Emergency Squad proved very helpfuL At the
houses on Schlump 26-31 it was ascertained that the tenants left the air
raid shelters too late and that no fire watch had been posted. During
this attack, a portable extinguisher, put into action immediately, could
-have put out the fire.

7/28/43 Action at Andreas Church, Bogenstrasse, and Apartment
House, Bogenstrasse 26

Prior to our arrival, the apartment house at Bogenstrasse 26 had par-
tially collapsed. All we could do was to prevent the fire from spreading.
It proved very helpful to have a larger number of B hoses along; the
squad was able to fight the fire without a hose truck.

7/30/43 Action at Grindelallee

Here too, long hose lines were used and it would have been a great ad-
vantage to have at least two portable extinguishers available. Where the
Self-Protection forces were on hand, they worked hard and well.

8/3/43 Action at Gaensemarkt 13, Gerhafstrasse, Hamburger Anzeiger,

ABC Strasse, and Hohe Bleichen

Here the extent of the fire was too great for one brigade to fight. The
crew had to spread o'it too far, so that the Squad Leader lost the ability
to keep the whole squad under supervision. The Binnenalster nearby
was a very good water source.

(Signed) Langner
Sergeant of FPP
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Fire M-artmenet - Squad I1111
F. D. Divison M1 Hamnburg, August 19, 1943

RE: Experiences During the Air Attacks on July 25, 28, '30, and
August 3, 1943, in the District of Fire Emergency Squad 1/111

1. Attack on July 25, 1943

During the air raid, at 12:45 a. m., Division MI ordered Heavy Fire
Brigade 1313/ by telephone to go into action at Hohe Bleichen - Grosse
Bleichen, while HFB 12/H1, which at the time of the alarm was stationed
on the grounds of the packing house, went on their own initiative into
action at the Detjens Sausage Factory at Sternstrassa and Kampstrasse.
Sq,.ad 101/111 of the Special Fire Service, st.tioned at Bavaria Brewery,
moved out to Hopfenstrasse-Kastanienallee to fight fires.

At 2:30 a.m., the Emergency Brigade I11 was sent to collect informa-
tion from the district of St. Pauli and the surrounding streets. They
found several fires on both sides of the Reeperbahn, many single fires
in the area bounded by Eckerfoerderstrasse-Seilerstrasse-Kastanienallee-
Taubenstrasse, and incipient fires at Harbor Hospital. The Self-
Protection forces were working hard at fighting the fires, but because
of the great number of fires and because the water supply has failed they
were helpless.

In the meantime, at the command post which was set up at Fire Station
I1 right away, the reports of fires and danger to human lives were piling

up. In response to a call to Division MI Headquarters, three Squads were
promised as soon as out-of-town forces will arrive; in the meantime, the
last brigade remaining in the Division, 11/IL was called out to a fire
site on Deichstrasse.

After his retui r, the Squad leader asked for five emergency squads to be
sent '.o the sector. At 8:00 a.m. the first out-of-town forces arrived
and were put into action at the Finance Department on orders from Head-
quarters Sector III.

By 9:00 a. m., the Squads were reporting from the outlying districts and
an orderly distribution of forces among fires in the damage area of St.
Pauli began to take place. In the meantime, however, widespread con-
flagrations developed in the section from Eimsbuettelerstrasse to the
Reeperbahn. The Fire Department from Neumunster, Division V, was
put at the division's disposal immediately after receipt of the request for
further assistance.
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On the afternoon of July 25, Squad 1 lbIll!, which had been put into action
at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases, was put out of commission by a
direct hit to their vehicle.

On the morning of July ?_, the fires in the damage areas around St. Pauli
were contained and the available forces were assigned to afterhosing
operations.

2. Attack on July 28, 1943

New fires were reported along Taubenstrasse, Kastanienallee, Bernard-
Nochtstrasse, at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases, and on Valentins-
kampweg. The fires were fought with the few available forces, since
most all the crews that could possibly be spared had previously been sent
by headquarters to the Lombardsbridge.

Attack on July 30, 1943

In our own sector, only a few fires in .Markststrasse and Schanzenstrasse
were reported; these were fought by the Squac from Steinburg. The local
fire brigades were sent to Gr. Reichenstrasse, the Fischmarkt, Dorn-
busch, and Baecherstrasse, as well as to Kurze Muehren, and Ferdinand-
strasse.

4. Attack on August 3, 1943

In our own sector, fires occurred only at the Reeperbahn, where the HFS
13b/Im was put into action. The remaining forces were sent to Dammtor-
strasse, to State Opera, and to Gaensemarkt.

Until noon of July 25, telephone connections were kept open with the head-
quarters of Fire Department, Division MI. From that time period on,
messenger service was put into operation; but, because of loss of motor-
cycles, this service at times was out of commission.

(Signed) Markmann
Dist. Lt. of Fire Protection Police
and Squad Leader 1/I 4II
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F. D. Emergency Squad I /M Hamburg, August 21, 194.3

Appendix to Experience Report of August 10, 1943

)Dur-ing the reconnaissance trip taken at 2:30 a. m. on July 25 by the Sq.uad
"Leader of Emergency Squad I1/M into the damage area St. Pauli, he as-
certained that the Self-Protection forces were tirelessly at work fighting
the fires in the residential districts. T•hey only had the reserve water
supplies at their disposal, which had been stored in buckets and tubs,
because the municipal water tain failed almost immediately after the
attack began. Everywhere the call was hear, "Fire Department, bring
us water, we have nothing to Aght with!"

In the business districts, on the other hand, I saw no such activity on the
part of the Self-Protection forces.

The hook and ladder truck 1 /II was requested by the building Alter-;vall
69, Third Floor, Hansawerke G. m. b. H., in order to salvage very im-
portant papers in a safe in one of the rooms of the firm which -tas com-
pletely burned out. The outer walls of the safe were completely annealed,
but the salvaged papers were intact.

No Self-Protection personnel with gas masks were found in an unconscious
state.

The storage attic in the rear building of the Bakery Cooperative A. G., at
Muehlenstrasse 9/11, was saved intact, except for the gutting of the apart-
ments on the attic floor and a small room in the 6th floor. The firm is
back in full production.

The neighboring houses in Muehlenstrasse and Boen.mkenstrasse are com-
pletely gutted and are just heaps of debris.

The Bakery Manager and plant civil defense chief F. Wuenker, in June of
this year, had all windows on the sixth floor (top floor), as well as those
en the fourth, second and first floor, in the storage rooms and the garage
walled up with I-alf bricks. The only one not walled up was one window
on the sixth floor.

The spread of the fire to the roof and to the room on the sixth floor with-
out wall-up, could not be prevented by the fire watch on duty (reportedly
two people). Only the walling up of windows of those rooms used for mer-
chandise and packaging materials, kept out heat and sparks, and thereby
prevented a complete gutting of the building.
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The above civil defense measqre is worth noti.-g ana sheuld be applied
wherever storage buildings with precious contents are located in densely
built up city perts.

(Signed) Markmann.
District Lt. of FPP and
Squad Leader
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HFB 12/111
F:re Department Division III Hamburg, September 5, 1943

RE: Actions During Air Attacks in the Time Period from July 25 to
August 3, 1943

During the air attack of July 25, 1943, strong units of enemy aircraft
flew over the city district from the north. The HFB 12/Ir, which during
air raids is quartered at the Lagerstrasse stockyards for safety reasons,
had to take care of the stockyards. During the early part of the attack
by enemy planes, stick firebombs, phosphorus bombs and latex canisters
fell in the area of the stockyards, and at sites on Sternstrasse and Lager-
strasse. At first several small roof fires and one larger fire (in a shed
in Sternstrasse) were started. Then the high explosive bombs began to
fall. The Unit HFB 12/I1I tried to fight these fires along with the Indus-
trial Civil Defense and Self-Protection forces. After a short time, the
dropping of high explosive bombs increased in intensity. The Self-
Protection forces left off from their labors and sought shelter. Fire
Truck 25/35-679 was caught by a collapsing storehouse wall and was
lost. Therefore it became impossible to fight the fires on the territory
of the Stockyards-Sternstrasse-Lagerstrasse. In a short time, the roof
fires, helped by a developing whirlwind, had spread to the corner of
Sternstrasse 98/121 and Ludwigstrasse. In order to check further spread
of the fire, the fire in the house on the corner Ludwigstrasse-Sternstrasse
was fought against the wind with success. By that time all the water mains
in the district had failed. However, the water storage tan .s in the neigh-
borhood had sufficient water. The other fires at the Detje,' Sausage
Factory, at Sternstrasse 44, and at the Cold Storage Co., Kampstrasse
17/21, were fought at the same time under the most difficult conditions
by the combined Industrial Civil Defense and Self-Protection forces with
help 1rom a TS 8.

Since the telephone failed during the attack, a messenger had to be dis-
patched to receive further orders. He reported on his return that roof
fires had started at the Superior Court Building and the State Supreme
Court Building on Carolinenstrasse No. 5. In order to have immediate
success in the fighting of the fires, all available forces of Emergency
Brigade 14/Ill, the Industrial Civil Defense, Self--Protection, and part
of the Navy personnel that was quartered in the house, had to be put into
action. The combined forces worked most effectivply.

During the attack of July 28, 1943, the unit received orders to move out
to Ferdinandstrasse No. 2 at the corner of Kurze Muehlen. Upon arrival
they found two widespread roof fires. Despite the handicap of having to
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lay long hose lines to the Alster, these roof fires were fought successfully.
The Self-Protection forces showed exemplary spirit. At the finish of
these fire fighting operations, a roof fire at the Hamburg America Line
building was reported; it spread very quickly to the center of the building.
Successful fire fighting operations were not possible at first because one
brigade crew was not sufficient to extinguish the large-scale fire. But
after the arrival of several additional units, the fire was fought success-
fully. The roof fire in question would probably not have occurred, if the
fire watch had searched all rooms and niches of the aitic for firebombs.

During the attack of July 30, 1943, orders were received for the Division
to go in action at Karstadt Department Store on Moenkebergstrasse. On
arrival we found that the roof of the Southwest wing had received firebomb
hits, and that a fire had started. By laying a long hose line from the
water tank at Johanneum, a comprehensive attack on the fire with 6 C
hoses and 2 water towers was launched and the fire was brought quickly
under control.

During the attack of August 3, 1943, the unit was busy with afterhosing
operations on ABC Strasse. While in action at this location a heavy air
raid took place. During the attack, fire and high explosive bombs of
various kinds were dropped on the inner city. The unit received orders
to check whether the State Opera House had been hit. On our arrival we
found the building in flames, that the fire had spread to the roof of the
audience hall and that the neighboring houses were endangered. One
squad and four hook and ladders were immediately put into action. Since
the stage house was well separated from the audience hall, and since the
fire watch had worked especially hard to contain the fire, the stage house
remained untouched by flames. The energetic activities of the police
company in salvaging the bread rations at the main entrance are especially
praiseworthy, since there was danger of the roof collapsing.

(Signed) Koss
Master Sergeant
Fire Protection Police
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Fire Department Emergency Squad 1/IlI

HFB 13/11I Hamburg, October 5, 1943

RE: Survey Sheet

July 25, 1943 to July 26, 1943

1:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., Hohe B~eichen 34-46, residential 13/I1
and business buildings

Koenigstrasse 36-49, residential
buildings, checked spread of fire

Jungfernstieg 38/40/43/44,
checked spread of fire

July 26, 1943

7:19 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Roudingsmarkt (Finemann) 13a/III
residential house, fought fire

8:05 p.m. to 9:25 p.m., Colonnaden 5, residential house, 13b/III
roof fire, extinguished

July 27, 1943

1:40 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., Gr. Bleichen (Trocadero) Coal 13a/IH
Storage, fought fire

1:25 ",m. to 2:15 a.m., Petri Kirche, afterhosing, put 13b/III
out fire

12:00 noon to 8:50 p.m., Coal Storage Lagerstrasse, put 13b/IIT
out fire

July 28, 1943

3:20 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., Markstrasse 10, residential 13a/III
houses, fought fire and checked
spread

1:40 p. m. to 8:30 p. m., Dai,,dorstrasse across from 13b/III
State Opera, fought fire
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July 29, 1943

4

10:10 a.m. to 9:15 p.m., Lagerstrasse, put out Coal 13b/III
Storage fire

9:30 p.m. to 2:20 a.m., Seilerstrasse 25 and Coffee House 13a/I1I
Laussen on Reeperbahn, after-
hosing

July 30, 1943

2:25 a.m. to 3:30 a.m., Stock Exchange, put out roof fire 13b/lII

2:25 a.m. to 2:55 a.m., Stock Exchange, put out roof fire 13a/III

3:00 a. m. to 1:00 p. m., K1. Burtsah-Goerttwiete, resi- 13a/1I1
dential building, fought and checked
spread of fire

3:35 a.m. to 12:34 noon, Gr. Reichenstrasse 47 and 79, put 13b/ HI
out and checked spread of fire

July 31, 1943

3:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m., Neue ABC Strasse, residential 13b/III
house, fought fire

8:45 p.m. to 12:30 midnight, Eichholz 11 and Dithmar 13b/III
Koehlstrasse, fought fire

2:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Gr. Burtsah 32/34, residential 13a/III
and business building, fought fire

August , 1943

6:40 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Steckelhoern 5, storage building 13b/IM
fought fir e

6:40 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Eichholz 11, afterhosing 13a/III
operations

August 2, 1943

8:00 a.m. to 1:03 p.m., Gr. Reichenstrasse 75, residen- 13/ITl
tial house, fought and checked
spread of fire

178



1:55 p. m. to 6:00 p. in., Paulstrasse 5, office building, 13/Ill
afterhosing

August 3, 1943

1:15 p.m. to 4:00 a.m., Roedingsmarkt & Burstah, resi- 13b/IIH
dential house, fought fire

. 4:00 a.m. to- 10:40 a.m., Schauenburgerstrasse 44/48, 13b/II
office building, roof, put out fire

3:10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., St. Paa4i Theatre, Reeperbahn 13a/JII
"84/84,: and Friedrichstrasse lic 4

put out fire

7:20 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Reeperbahn 89/91, residential 13a/Il.I
and business houses, afterhosing

8:30 p.m. to 1l:18 p.m., Kielerstrasse 40, residential 13a/IDI
house, afterhosing

8:40 p.m. to 11:18 p.m., Kielerstrasse 30, residential 13b/III
house, afterhosing

August 4, 1943

4:00 a.m. to 1:25 p.m., Gaensemarkt (Sturm) business 13a/III
,property, afterhosing

10:15 a.m. to 2:45 p.m., Dammtorstrasse (Opel), business 13b/lII
property, fought fire

6:20 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., Gr. Roosenstrasse, cold storage, 13b/III
fought fire I

9:10 p.m. to 11:15 p.m., Seilerstrasse-Wilhelminenstrasse, 13a/III
residential house, afterhosing
operations

(Signed) Schluensen
Master of FPP
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Fire Truck 2/IJI

Publicity Building Hamburg, August 10, 1943

Experience Repcrt

During a reconnaissance ride in the first attack night, it was noted that
the developing fires in Tomas House were not being extinguished by Self-
Protection and Expanded Self-Protection forces. In the Publicity Build-
ing, the fire was put out by the Expanded Self-Protection, with Fire
Department support.

The fire in the Hall of Justice tower was fought energetically. Since the
water pressure was too low, a third portable pump engine was put into
the tower. By this means the water pressure was increased sufficiently
to extinguish the fire.

During the first night, there was a shortage of gasoline, and several of
the motorized fire engines stopped operati"- because of the lack of fuel.

It should be noted that the Volunteer Fire Department of the close-by
towns (e. g., County Pinneberg) reported in, while the fire departments
of counties farther away, despite being informed of the location of the
command posts by messengers and pilots, did not report at appropriate
places. No close supervision over these units was possible as they went
into action during the attacks. Very good cooperation was received
from the Emergency Squad from Wittke-Berlin. This unit had its com-
mand post in the Publicity Building also, so it was easy to achieve a
friction-free cooperative effort.

During the attack on the fourth night the Publicity Building, amongst
others, was hit anew. During comprehensive fire fighting operations on
the roof we found out that a Flak battery with 2000 rounds of ammunition
was stationed on the roof of the Publicity Building which was a hindrance
to fire fighting operations. Because the ammunition was exploding due
to the heat, fire fighting operations were held up for a time; part of the
ammunition, however, was finally salvaged.

Unfortunately it was evident during all attacks, that reserve units which
were requested in good time--often even during the time of the actual
raid--did not arrive till too late. The existing hose bridges were in
many cases insufficient because they did not stand up to the constant
demands made on them. Also, there weren't enough of them.

(Signed) Bendfeld, Sergeant of FPP
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LFB 21/HI Hamburg, September 14, 1943

RE: Experiences During Air Attacks and Afterhosing Operations

During the first attack night of July 25, at about 12:50 a. m., the head-
quarters of LFB 21/IH, at Admiralty, Admiralitatstrasse 46, was hit
by several stick firebombs. The firebombs were extinguished at once
by the personnel present, in cooperation with Self-Protection forces, so
that a large fire did not have a change to get started. During these fire
fighting operations at 1:10 a. m., we received orders by telephone to
move out to Gr. Baecherstrasse No. 16. On arrival we noted several
roof fires caused by both stick firebombs and phosphorus bombs. Rein-
forcements were requested by messenger; these, however, did not
arrive apparently because none were available to be dispatched. Squad
B fought the roof fire at Gr. Baecherstrasse No. 16 and limited it to its
original site. Squad A fought thC fires on the roofs at Baecherstrasse
Nos. 20 and 24 and Johannisstrasse No. 17 and with one C hose to each
site. After extinguishing these fires at about 4:00 a. m., the fires on
the roofs at Boersenbruecke 2a and the Savings Bank at 1827 Adolfsplatz
were fought. During this time, the B Squad put out the fire at Gr.
Baeckerstrasse No. 16 and was ordered to the Hindenburg House at
Gr. Burstah 34, and to a site at the corner of Hahnentrapp and Gr.
Burstah, to fight the fires. The roof at Boersenbruecke 2a was saved,
but at the Savings Bank, the fire was already so widespread that fire
fighting operations were limited to the ground floor and to the preven-
tion of fire spread to the neighboring houses, Gr. Burstah 4 and 12,
Adolfsplatz 4 and 5, and Moenckedamm 5. At about 5:00 a.m. the
brigade was relieved by units of the Expanded Self-Protection of the
Metal Works Niedersachsen, Brinkmann and Mergell, Wilhelmsburg.
At the fire sites Gr. Baeckerstrasse No. 22, Johannisstrasse No. 17,
Adolfsplatz, Moenckedamm, Boersenbruecke 2a, Gr. Burstah, the
Hindenburg House and Gr. Burstah Corner Hahnentrapp, the fire fight-
ing crews were ably assisted by the Self-Protection forces. At the
other fire sites, assistance by the Self-Protection forces was negligible.
Also, in these latter houses, doors were often locked, so that the fire
fighting operations were greatly hindered. Because of heavy showers of

ashes, the crews suffered from eye inflammations, which also hindered
operations. Additional activities were as follows:

7/26/43 - Afterhosing operations day and night at Police Department
Headquarters, Town Hall Bridge.

7/27/43 - Afterhosing operations until 10 p. m. in the district between
Alternwall, Graskeller, Hopfenmarkt and Adolf Hitler Platz.
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7127-28/43 - In the second attack night, the LFB 21/i1l had taken emer-
gency q-iarters on Rathausstrasse, in order to be close to the Emergency
Squad. During the air attack it was noted that houses on the block Adolf
Hitlerplatz-Bergstrasse were on fire. At about 1:30 a.m., the LFB
21/111 went into action on its own in Gr. Bergstrasse. Despite the
greatest of efforts, spread of th, fire could not be prevented. At 2:00 p.m.
the brigade was relieved at their site by out-of-town forces. The fire
at Coffee House Vaterland was later brought upder control after further
fire fighting forces were put into action. At the fire fighting operations,
the fire department was strongly assisted by miliary personnel. No
Self-Protection forces were seen at Coffee House Vaterland.

7/29-30/43 - In the third attack .night, the LFP 21/11 went to the public
air raid shelter at the Finance Department in Roedingsmarkt. During
the attack, at about 1:15 a. m., it was observed that several houses
were on fire along Deichstrasse and at Roedingsmarkt. In order to
seal off the latter fires, I ordered the LFB 21/11 into action at Roedings-
markst, and the fires were sealed off. However, the fire began to
spread to Goertwiete. On Goetwiete, further spread of the fire to the
other side of the street was prevented with the assistance of the Self-
Porte ction forces of the Post Office and the Party.

7/31/43 - 9:20 p. m. - Afterhosing operations. Neuerwall 8.

8/1/43 - 2:25 p.m. - Afterhosing operations. Gr. Burstah 34.

8/2/43 - During the fourth attack night, the LFB 21/I11 went to the public
air raid shelter at tne Finance Department in Roedingsmarkt. During
the raid it was noted that the corner house at Roedingsmarkt and Gr.
Burstah was on fire, as well as the houses at Roedingsmarkt 18/19 and
Deichstrasse Nc4 29. The A Squad reported at the fire site Fahnenfleck
(Roedingsmarkt 1) to ColonelZaps who was present and was ordered to
fight the fire. Because the ignition got wet, the fire engine was out of
service for about a half hour. After the fire was under control, theA
Squad was ordered to Schaumburgerstrasse, where all the houses on the
whole street were on fire; the A Squad worked at this site until it was
relieved at 4 p. m. During this time, the B Squad worked from 1:30 a. m.
to 11 a.m. at the fire sites at Roedingsmarkt 18 and Deichstrasse 29
with success.

Later operations are as follows:

8/4/43 - 12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., fought fires on Rathausstrasse.
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8/5/43 - 8:40 p.m., afterhosing operations at Gerhofstrasse No. 38 "J

and Jungfernstiev

8/6/43 - 12:30 noon on Rathuasstrasse

5:24 p.m. at Raborien, Cold Storage
Plant

5:25 p.m. at Herrengraben 58

8/7/43- 11:20 a.m. at Gr. Bleichen 32

8/8/43 - 8:10 a.m. on Gr. Reichenstrasse

4:30 p.m. on Duesternstrasse -

Ellerntor

8/9/43 - 1:17 p.m. at Gr. Reichenstrasse,
Fish Market

8/10/43- 6:00 a.m. at Gaensemarkt 47

4:18 p.m. at Vorsetzen 29

8/17/43- 8:30a.m. at Eichholz 11

8/18/43- 8:00 a.m. on Neueburg and Reimerst-
wiete

8/11/43- 2:30 p.m. on K1. Reichenstrasse

4:08 p.m. on Eichholz

8/12/43- 9:40 a.m. at Deichstrasse 38

8/13/43- 8:40 a.m. on Reimersbruecke

8/14/43- 6:25 a. m. at Deichstrasse 34

8/18/43- 6:49 p.m. at Deichstrasse 18

8/19/43- 9:00 a.m. on Neueburg-Reimersbruecke

8/20/43- 8:20 p.m. at Raborsen 27
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8/20/43- 9:50 p. m., afterhosing operations at City Hall Bridge

8/25/43- 4:00 p.m. at Ferdinandstrasse 29

8/29/43- 2:45 p.m. at Deichstrasse 10

9/1/43 - 8:00 a.m. on Gr. Reichenstrasse

9/2/43 - 8:30 a.m. " on Gr. Reichenstrasse

9/7/43 - 11:00 a.m. at CaffemacherreLhe

Aside from the above, the LFB 21/,11 performed afterhosing at the
'ollowing fire sites:

Bornthobel, Gr. Burstah, Stock Exchange, Adolfsplatz, Justice
Building, Adolf Hitler Platz, Herrengraben, Kueberwall,
Dueckerstrasse 28, Terhofstrasse, Gaensemarkt, Brotschwangen,
Dornbusch, Steintwiete, Gertrudenkirchhof, Herrlichkeit,
Brandsende, Klosterstrasse, Knochenhauertwiete.

The times of these operations cannot be ascertained at this time.

Nothing warranting special attention was encountered during afterhosing
operations.

(Signed) Suhr,
Master of FPP
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HFB 23//II Hamburg, September 1, 1943

To Fire Department, Division III

RE: Experience Report During the Air Attacks on Hamburg from
July 25 to August 3, 1943

First Attack, July 24/25

Since orders to go into action could not be given by Division III due to
the failure of the telephone system, the HFB 23/fI moved into action on
its own cognizance.

Fire sites near Sprinkenhof were fought successfully by squads of the
brigade. Reinforcements were requested immediately by way of a mes-
senger. These reinforcements did not arrive, except for a hook and
ladder truck which had been requested to rescue a person. The hook
and ladder truck did not arrive for one hour; however, we were success-
ful in rescuing the person unharmed before it arrived.

During the first attack all the hydrants were still in working order;
therefore we were successful in all instances in keeping the fires to
their original sites and in checking the spread of the fires.

Second Attack, July 26/27

Headquarters orders were that the brigades move out autonomously.
HFB 23/11 had been active at fire sites on Rosenstrasse, Gertruden-
strasse, and Rabrisen for 18 hours when the second attack began. New
fires immediately started in the vicinity which were fought at once with
the previously laid-out hose line. Soon, however, the water from the
hydrants failed and arrangements had to be made to pump water from
the Alster. Thereby precious time was lost. In the meantime, the
fires spread unchecked especially at sites where no Self-Protection
forces were on the job. The reinforcements which were requested im-
mediately, did not arrive till hours later. When the pump engine finally
delivered water, a new mishap occurred. The camouflage of the Inner
Alster caught fire and suddenly the fire engine was surrounded by flames.
The driver of the engine was able only with the greatest of effort, to
save the fire engine. By the time the engine was ready once again to
pump water, the fire storm had developed. As a consequence the hose
line in the narrow Gertrudenstrasse was buried under falling roof tiles
and burning beams and was damaged. It was impossible at the time to
even get near the hose line in order to salvage it, since the fire was
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already raging on both sides of the street. From the direction of Ferdin-
andstrasse, new hose lines were laid and the fire storm was fought head
on. Since in the meantime the requested reinforcements had arrived it
was possible to encircle the fire and to put it out. Here again it was
noted that where the Self-Protection forces had tried to fight the fire
right at the beginning the fires were not nearly as widespread as where
the buildings were unprotected. All the buildings were saved from des-
truction by the heavy fire brigade, sustaining only minor damages.

Third Attack, July 28/29

The brigade mobilized autonomously during the attack. First message
received was that Sprinkenhof was on fire. The HFB 23/I[1 was put into
action immediately, but, because the Emergency Commando had been
put into action earlier and had already put out the fire stick bombs that
had fallen into the building, the brigade did not need to assist. As the
hoses were taken out, the crews and equipment were hit by phosphorus
bombs which were extinguished without causing damage. When the second
message arrived reading, "Klosterburg on fire, ", the HFB 23/Il was
again put into action. At Glockengiesserwall, several houses were on
fire. The forces on hand were hot sufficient, so that reinforcements had
to be summoned. These reinforcements did not arrive until about noon.
Again it was noted that wherever the Self-Protection forces were on the
job, the buildings usually could be saved. Unfortunately, however, during
the third attack, not many of the Self-Protection organization remained,
since most of them had fled the city after the first and second attacks.

One occurrence should be mentioned here. During operations at the lasc
site, flames suddenly leaped out from under the fire engine and one of
the rear tires caught fire. Fortunately, the driver noticed it immediately
and took action right away and put out the fire before much damage was
done. This mishap was caused by phosphorus drops which had sprayed
onto the engine while we were driving through the dark streets and which
ignited as soon as the material dried out.

Fourth Attack, August 2/3

The HFS 23a/III, which was busy with afterhosing operations at Kl.
Reichenstrasse No. 3, was put into action at the burning Publicity House
in order to support the units present there. Here, too, the Self-
Protection forces contributed to the saving of the building.

The following special points should be emphasized:

1. The Alster shore at Aisterdamm should be excavated to the height
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of the pump, because getting the pump line to the water through the
existing dirt is most difficult.

2. Keep the camouflage clear from the shore line, about 2 to 3
meters, since this can endanger the engine when on fire.

3. When driving through phosphorus spray, check the engine care-
"fully before taking up a position, so that there will not be phosphorus

* drops remaining which, after drying, will suddenly ignite.

* (Signed) Bieger
Master of FPP

1
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Eniergency Squad 24a/111 Hamburg, August 22, 1943

Experience Report - State Library

It proved to be correct that I used some of the people of my squad for
watch duty, as the Expanded Self-Protection forces did not know the
building sufficiently well, particularly the center building. In the attic
(center building) my people removed 6 firebombs. Falling phosphorus
bombs forced them to withdraw. In the East Building (on Domstrasse)
two firebombs were removed by one man from Squad 24a/I11 and two men
from Expanded Self-Protection. Here, however, there was such a
terrific development of smoke, that they had to withdraw. In the West
Building (on Schuistrasse) four firebombs and one phosphorus bomb were
rendered harmless by one man from 24a/I1 and two men from Self-
Protection. This building was not filled with smoke to any great extent.
At 12:45 after midnight, I put the squad into action with Fire Truck 15
saving the West Building and with it, 250, 000 books. Shrapnel protec-
tion in the attic was not used. The Self-Protection forces were of great
help under proper supervision. Fifteen firebombs and one phosphorus
bomb were dropped into the West Building (on Schulstrasse) alone.

(Signed) Helmcke, Brigade Sergeant
Emergency Squad 24a/III
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Fire Department Division IX Hamburg-Altona, August 18, 1943

RE: Report About My Activities During the Enemy Air Attacks

from July 25 to August 3, 1943

On the attack of July 25, 1943, my first action orders given were based
on reports of fires received by telephone, and, after the phone lines were
broken, by motorcycle messenger. During the heaviest period of bom-
bardment, at about 1:40 a.m., I went to the nearest fire sites at Sternwoll
Knitting Mills, Brahmsstrasse and at Margarine Company, Friesenweg.
At Sternwoll Knitting Mills, the loading ramp, the large storage building,
the knitting hall No. 1, the living quarters, and the old office building
were all on fire. The roofs of the large administration building and one
residential house were on fire, and part of the pre-knitting plant was
burning. The plant civil defense forces were using several hoses at the
burning loading ramp, where they were completely ineffectual. I imme-
diately ordered the hose lines into the buildings that might still be saved
and ordered two newly arrived fire squads into the administration build-
ing and the pre-knitting mill. As a result of this action, both buildings
were saved and remain in operational condition. The preservation of the
pre-knitting mill in particular, with its precious machinery, and the
ability of the plant to continue operation, are to be attributed solely to
my decisive action.

After the above-direction action, I went to the Margarine Company. The
main plant, the loading ramp, the dairy, and the packaging storage
building were all on fire, and part of the refinery was burning. I ordered
the most expedient distribution of the plant civil defense forces, who were
rather confused after the failure of the municipal water lines. Here, too,
I arranged for the most efficient rerouting of hose lines of the plant civil
defense groups, so that the refinery was saved from destruction.

Upon seeing the widespread glare of fire on the horizon in the direction
of Bahrenfelder Chaussee, I proceeded in that direction. A large number
of residential homes and several important industrial concerns were on
fire in Schlageterstrasse, Kruppstrasse, Beerenweg, Bahrenfelder
Steindamm, Vinckestrasse, Moortwiete, Burgstrasse and Glashuetten-
strasse. At first there was only one fire brigade available to fight all
these fires; the brigade was ordered to fight the fire at the Rose Company
in Schlageterstrasse. Pocause the Fire Emergency Squad 2/IX had gone
into action at Eidelstedt and Stellingen on their own initiative, three
more squads were requested by motorcycle messenger.
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D-iving through the Schlageterstrasse in the midst of a shower of sparks,
I hoard cries for help from the third floor of the burning house at No. 146.
It was then about 2:30 a. m. The fourth floor of the house and the attic
were on fire; also, the stairwell and the backside of the house were in
flames and flames were shooting out of the windows of the second floor.
I ordered the hook and ladder truck of Squad 1/IX which was standing at
corner Bahrenfelder Steindamm to help in a rescue effort; in the mepn-
time I tried to go up the staircase, but that proved to be impossible. I
then climbed into the apartment using the hook and ladder truck which
had been put into position quickly. A woman had collapsed in the room
filled with smoke and heat, and an old man was ]iring lifelessly at the
door which had burned through. I carried both people to the balcony and
lifted them onto the ladder; they were brought down to the ground by
Master Tangermann under the most difficult conditions. The people
saved were an 84-year-old pensioner named Bornhoeft and his 60-year-
old daughter, who apparently did not want to part with her belongings
and therefore did not flee to safety in time.

During my drives to the various fire districts, I repeatedly observed the
effects of the fallen bombs and the strong Flak fire.

In the meantime, our command post was established at "Harten Kringel"
at the corner of Bahrenfelder Steindamm and Schlageterstrasse, and
from there I personally issued orders to incoming fire fighting reinforce-
ments.

Constant supervision of the fire sites in the various fire districts and of
the supply of water to all was exercised until 2 p. m. Also during the
afternoon and the following night, I was constantly visiting the fire sites
because new units had to be constantly reassigned to prevent the fires
from flaring up again.

On July 28, during the bombardment and heavy Flak fire, I went to the
operating command post at "Harten Kringel, "' and deployed the units
which were at first arriving very infrequently, to the various fires along
Bahrenfelder Steindamm, Mortwiete and Bahrenfelder Chaussee, so that
the fires in the rows of burning houses were fought with at least one hose
each and the fires were extinguished starting at the roofs.

Because large amounts of fuel everywhere in the attics were on fire, and
because we had learned from previous raids that these burning materials
would drop from ceiling to ceiling down to the cellar, I ordered Russian
workers and local army units to shovel these burning masses out of the
attics. By these measures, many houses were saved from destruction
and afterhosing was not usually necessary. Afterward, the spare forces
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were put at the disposal of the Fire Department Group West and as soon
as the Emergency Unit I/IX was assembled in. Hamburg, I went tD Fire
Station 17 (at 12:30 a.m.). Here, too, I must say that because of my
personal supervision at the fire sites the generally indolent crews were
begin-.ing to work harder and more successfully.

On July 30, 1943, at 1:50 a. in., a fire alarm from the tower watch in
* Flottbecker Chaussee was received at Command Post of Air Section IX
"* which stated: "Glare of fire in the direction of Xruppstrasse." Because

some of the fire fighting units were still busy with afterhosing operations,
and communication with these units was nonexistent, I immediately moved
out in the di-ection of the glare of the fire. As in previous days, the
amounts of bo.mbs dropped and the Flak fire were tremendous. In Kieler-
strasse, five residential and business buildings were on fire. I persornally
alarmed the Emergency Squad 2/IX. The fires were subsequently contained.

At 8:50 a.m., I went with Fire Squad 2/TX to the Zentrum Cold Storage
Depot on Rosenstrasse, Hamburg. In the immediate vicin~y of the cold
storage depot, several houses were on fire. Spread of the are to the
cold storage p±'nt was prevented, again only because of my personal
intervention at the hoses. After the danger had subsided, fire fighting
actions were started to save the storage depots at Gertrudenkirche and
S')italerstrasse. Here I was asked by a director of the German Vacuum
, )il Company to render assistance at the Semperhaus at SpitalersLrasse 12.
No professional fire fighting forces were active at that site. Volunteer
fire department units were standing around on the street with no water
in their hoses. The roof had already burned through and the lire had
spread to the various lower floors through the elevator shafts. It took
the greatest effort to supply the Volunteer Fire Fighters with water and
force them tc fight the fire from the inside of the building. Also, one
unit or the Berl;u fire department and some ur..ts of the Sector were soon
gathered togethier in the area and put 'rito action. Here, too, it was only
due to my vigor and my personal actions that this precious building was
saved from total destruction.

On August 3, 1943, within the territory of Division IX, five residential
houses were on fire in the Melanc'thon Strasse Corner Xi,!_.ýrstrasse.
Fire Brigades 22 and 23/IX were -it into action at this s;ite. At 2:15 a. m.
we returned to Fire Station 17. From that location, a strong glare of fire
was visible in the direction of Lagerstrasse in Sector VII. We imme-
diately went into actior on our own at tne numerous fire sites :M Lager-
strasse be'ween farner and Borselstrasse, as well a.- in Bahrenfelder-
strasse. 'We returned at I1-0 a. m. At 12 o - orders were received
at Fire Station 17 *o relieve Captain Ifoelzel at the Command Post ini
Adr:; Hitler P1at7. I 10oCk over the fi;C Sites ieiWeen Gr. Reichenscra.;s,
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and Rathausstrasse, and in the West to Roedingsmarkt. In this area,
many fire sites had flared up again and, as before, the assignment and
distribution of fire fighting units were successful only through my energy
and my personal intervention. I kept moving the units fighting the fires
from the street into the houses and closer to the fires.

These activities, with new actions at an ever-increasing number of fire
sites, led to my complete exhaustion on this day. After I was relieved
and received some rest, I returned to Fire Station 17 at 5:30 p.m. in
order to take part in an officers' conference at the City Hall at 6:00 p.m.
and a conference at Air Sector IX at 9:00 p. m.

(Signed) Max
District Captain of FPP
Chief of Fire Division IX

P.S. The Fire Emergency Squad 2/IX reported belatedly that during
operations of Squad 21a/IX, a Mrs. Ehlers was saved from a collapsed
house in Reichsbahnstrasse by Sergeant Walter Hamann with the help of
a ladder across the balcony. Danger of burning to death was no longer
acute at the time of rescue.

14
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Fire Department Division IX Hamburg-Altona, August 11, 1943

Report About the Activities of Fire Department Division IX on July 25, 1943

The fire brigades were put into action by telephone orders, starting at
1:10 a.m. The telephones then failed. Requests for fire fighting units
"by the Sector could no longer be sent via telephone message, so motor-
cycle and bicycle messengers were dispatched. The command post, for
Fire Division IX was established at the corner of Bahrenfelder Steindamm
and Schlageterstraasse at about 2:00 a. m.

Of about 320 fires, of which.approximately one third were fought, only
seven were reported by telephone. In some cases, reports of fires were
received by patrols and Hitler Youths. Further reconnoitering to find
fire sites was not necessary because of the widely visible glare of fire in
the city districts of Bahrenfeld, Stellingen and Eidelstedt.

The combined forces of Divisioh IX which went into action imx ediately
after the first fires were reported were not nearly strong enough to con-
tain all the reported fires, The first reinforcements we :requested began
arriving in Bahrenfeld and Eidelstedt at about 2 a. m.

Water supply from hydrants failed after about one half hour of operation.
The water storage basins at Tondenerstrasse, Jaegerstrasse, Apenrader-
strasse, Karkwurt, Op'n Hornack, two at Schnackenburgallee, Kieler-
strasse, and corner Bruederstrasse were used; also, the auxiliary
independent water supplies of the Stern Mills, Brahmsstrasse and of the
Margarine Company, Friesenweg, were used by the fire fighters. The
successes achived by the fire fighting forces in plants and residential
buildings were great, despite the difficult water situation.

No relief was provided for the fire fighting frrces during the first 12 to
15 hours of fire fighting operations. Then one squad from each brigade
was relieved for a while and used again later on to spell the other squad
engaged in afterhosing operations and refilling of water storage basins.
In general, the men had approximately two to three hours rest during
the iirst 36 hours of fire fighting ope-rations.

No food was provided at the fire sites during the first attack. The crews
received their first provisions during the time between noon and 6 p. m.

in some Industrial Civil Defense plants no fire fighting activities were
ronducted by the pla. forces. In othvrs, the plant crews had taken mtap.-
hote.z ani tried to fight lh1- fires from, the ground by spraying ,.ater into



the windows in an ineffectual attempt to put the fires out. On the other
hand, some fire fighting squads of the Industrial Civil Defense in neigh-
boi'ing plants were successful.

In Sector IX, too, I had the feeling that the activities of the Self-Protection
forces were directed more toward saving furniture than toward extinguish-
ing fires when they first started. In cases where courageous persons went
to work in their houses right away, the buildings were almost always saved.

Assignment of Forces, July 25, 1943:

1l/IX - 1:15a.m. to 3:40 p.m.

Hamburg-Bahrenfeld, Brahmsstrasse 75, Glashuettenstrasse 1/3

12/IX - 1:11 a.:. to 11:00 p.m.

Hamburg-Bahrenfeld, Glashuettenstrasse 1/3, Behrenfelder Steindamm
54, 56, 58, 60, 59, 63, 65, 68, Friedensallee 331, Schlageterstrasse
140/46, Kluckstrasse 1/9, Apenraderstr,. .se 15/17, Haderslebenerstrasse
15/17, Norburgerstrasse 4/6, Kohlentw-iýte 30

13/IX - 1:20 a.m. to 9:20 a.m.

Hamburg-Bahrenfeld, Brahmsstrasse 75, Schlageterstrasse 140/46.
134/138

14/EX - 1:46 a.m. to 7:50 p.m.

Hamburg-Bahrenfeld, Gasstrass- 1,' 5, Schlageterstrasse 126/32,
Vinckestrasse 1/9, Bahrenfelder Steindamm 37, 45, 58, 67

21/IX - 1:10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Hamburg-Eidelstedt Reichs'dhnstrasse 10, 23, 33, 35, 37, 39, 27,
Moehlenort 6, Paitelbuschweg 6, Kielerstrasse

22/IX - 1:38 a.m. to 4:50 p.m.

Hamburg-Bahrenfeld and Stellingen, Burgstrasse 16, 15, 15a, 21, 23,
Schuetzenstrasse 239, Trommerstrasse 12, Rahlskamp 13, Kielerstrlsse
440, 489, 433

23/IX - 2:00 a.m. to 4:50 p.m.

Stellingen, Kielerstrasse 3c2, 411, 413, 430, 432, 433, 440, 489,
jugendstrasse 4, Stephanstr-6.sse 6/8, Steenwisch 7, 9, 11, Arminiusstra-se
17
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24/IX - 1:52 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Kruppstrasse 47, 90

Reinforced Fire Service of Police Precinct 92 - 1:14 a.m. to 10:50 a.m.

Bahrenfeld, Bahrenfelder Chaussee 61, 107/9, 120, Moortweite 56/58

* Volunteer Fire Department, Nienstedten - 2:26 a. m. to 10:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Bahrenfelder Chaussee 1/7, 35, Glasshuetterstrasse 1/5

Volunteer Fire Department, Othmarschen - 2:24 a.m. to 5:17 a.m.

Bahrenfeld, Moortwiete 60/68

Volunteer Fire Department, Gr. Flottbek - 5:20 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Vinckestrasse 1/9

Volunteer Fire Department, Blankenese - 2:35 a.m. to 4:00 a.m.

Isdorf, Flurstrasse

Volunteer Fire Department, Hemdingen - 4:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Kruppstrasse 90

Volunteer Fire Department, Wedel - 2:55 a.m. to 5:25 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Kruppstras - 90, Schlageterstras se 156

Voluntee," Fire Department, Barmstedt - 2:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Moortwiete 56/58

Volunteer Fire Department, Pinneberg - 2:15 a. m. to 10:00 p.m.

Stellingen, Kielerstrasse

Volunteer Fire Department, Uetersen-Heist -- 2:05 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Rcehlstrasse

Fire Fighting Squad of Substitute Department, Osdorf - 7:30 a. m. to 3:00 p.m.

Bahrenfeld, Kiuppstrasse 63

1?5



Report About the Activities of Fire Department Division IX, July 27/28, 1943

Of about 40 reported major fire sites, 26 were serviced by fire fighting
units. All sites, except three medium-sized industrial plants, consisted
of 1arger residential buildings which were burning in rowZ.

Except for the information obtained during reconnoitering missions, no
reports of other fire sites were received at Division Headquarters.
Because of the weak fire fighting forces and because water had to be
taken from water storage basins, attacks on the fires were very diffi-
cult. On the other hand, it was very helpful that the water storage basins
at Tondenerstrasse, Apenradenerstrasse, and Jaegerstrasse, had been
refilled the day before. In all cases it was possible to check the spread
of the fire to other buildings. A large portion of the fires in residential
buildings was extinguished at the roof.

Here too, large amounts of fuel were stored in all attics. The catas-
trophic effect of burning fuel, which in the past had led to total loss of
the house, was prevented here, because foreign workers from the plants
and local army units that were drafted for clean-up operations were used
to shovel the burning debris and fuel out into the yards and street. Because
of this removal of burning masses, the lower stories of most of the houses
were preserved and afterhosing operations were not necessary. The re-
filling of water storage basins was accomplished by foreign units from
Bahrenfelder See.

The first food (cold) was received at 6:00 a. m., the second meal (warm)
at about 10 a.m.

The Fire Emergency Squad Dithmarschen and the Fire Brigade of C. D.
Motorized Division 21, were put at the disposal of the Fire Department
of Territory West at 7:30 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., respectively. The
water storage basins were refilled in the course of the day by FFS !I/!X.
Here, too, fire fighting activities of Self-Protection forces were not
observed.

Assignment of Forces; July 28, 1943

ll/IX - 2:30 a.m. t'.o 3:45 p. m.

Bahrenfelder Chausaee 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, Moortwicte 68, 70, 77



12/IX - 2:50 a.m. to 12:15 noon

Bahrenfelder Chaussee 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 40, 42, Moortviete
68, 70

12:45 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. of July 29

Hamburg, Seumestrasse 31/37

14/IX - 2:55 a.m. to 12:15 noon

Bahrenfelder Chaussee 1, 3, 5, 7, 11

12:45 a. m. to 10:00 a, m. of July 29

Hamburg, Wielandstrasse 19/44

21/IX - 2:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Hamburg, Buchtstrasse 4, 5, 8, Schwanenwik 27, 28, 29, 30

22/IX - 2:15 a.m. These units did not reach the command post

23 /IX - 2:15a.m. because the vehicles were badly damaged
as a result of a collapsing house and fires

H&L 2/IX - 2:15 a.m. on Steindamm

24/IX - 2:15 a. m. to 2:00 p.m.

Hamburg, Hartwicusstrasse 1, 2

Volunteer Fire Department Garstedt - 4:35 a.m. to 5:20 a.m.

Bahrenfelder Chaussee, Moortwiete

Fire Emergency Squad Dithmarschen - 4:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Bahrenfelder Chaussee, Moortwiete

Report About the Activities of Fire Department Division IX During

July 29/30, 1943

12:20 a. m. - Air alarm

12:50 a. rn. - Orders zo Emergency Unit 1/IX from Fire Department
Group West to go to Hamburg, Ferdinandstrasse 1/5

1:50 a.m. - Report from Tower Watch Flottbeker Chaussee: "Glare of
fire in direction Kruppstrasse. " Lead unit departing in
direction Kruppstrasse ar.d conti•nuing in the direction of
t?.- glare of fi-E to Sielingen. Fire in Kielerstrasse at five
residential and industrial b --ildi.gs.
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2:10 a.m. - Fire Brigades 21, 22, and 23/IX assigned to duty by the
Division Chief. The spread of fire at several sites was
thereby prevented.

8:50 a.m. - Departure of Second Stand-by Unit with Division Chief to
Cold Storage Depot Zentrum on Rosenstrasse in Hamburg.

Assignment of Forces; July 30, 1943

lI/IX - 12:50 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Hamburg, Ferdinandstrasse 1/5

12AIX - 12:50 a.m. to 2:05 p.m.

Hamburg, Glockengiesserwall 16, 20

13/IX - 12:50 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Hamburg, Ferdinandstrasse 1/5

14/IX - 12:50 a. m. to 2:20 p.m.

Hamburg, Glockengiesserwall 16, 20

21/AX - 3:15 a.m. to 7:40 a.m.

Altona, Kielerstrasse 56/58

8:10 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Hamburg, Rosenstrasse 15, 18, 20

22/IX - 2:15 a.m. to 8:40 a.m.

Stellingen, Wolfstrasse 3, Kielerstrasse 215

8:50 a.m. to 1:10 p. m.

Hamburg, Steckelhoern 5, D. d. Muehren, Daichstrasse

23 iX - 2:1.5 a.m. to 8:40 a. m.

Steilingten, Kielerstrasse, 157, 161

8:50 a.m. to i:10 p. m.

Hamburg, Steckelhoe,'n 5, D. d. Muehren, Deichstrasse



Report About the Activities of Fire Division IX on August 2/3, 1943

12:56 a.m. - Air alarm

2:15 a.m. - Fire Brigades 22 and 23/IX depart on their own initiative
to five fire sites in Melanchthon and Kielerstrasse. Roofs
of residential houses reported to be on fire.

* 3:00 a.m. - Assembly of Stand-by Unit 1/IX to Command Post Division
.X at Bahrenfelder Steindamm and Schlageterstrasse.

3:30 a.m. - Orders received from Fire Department Territory West
for Stand-by Unit 1/IX to proceed to Reeperbahn, at Crater
to Bunker entrance. After extinguishing the fires in
Stellingen, Stand-by Unit Two was ordered to Schauen-
burgerstrasse and Gr. Bleichen.

4:20 a.m. to 7:15 a. m. - Emergency Squad 24/IX was active in Air
Sector IV at Lagerstrasse.

3:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. - Chief of Division at fire sites Lagerstrasse and
Bahrenfelderstrasse.

Assignment of Forces; August 3, 1943

1 /LX - 3:35 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.

Hamburg, Seilerstrasse 44, Wilhelminenstrasse 22/24

12/IX - 3:35 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.

Hamburg, Gr. Bleichen 32, 34, 36, Roedingsmarkt 1

13/IX - 3-35 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.

Harbor Hospital, Wilhe: mninenstrasse 22/26

21/IX - 4:20 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hamburg, Zeughausmarkt 37, Kielerstrasse 47/49, Wolfgangsweg
(Sailors Home)

22/IX - 2:15 a. m. to 5:30 a. m.

Altona, Melanchthonstrasse 10, 17, 26, 27, Kielerstrasse 365



23/IX - 5:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Melanchthonstrasse 17, 10, 26, 27, Kielerstrasse 365, Hamburg Gr.
Bleichen 32, 34, 36

24/IX - 4:20 a.m. to 7:15 a.m.

Altona, Lagerstrasse 124/126

The state of health of the men, with the exception of the injured, was
excellent during the attack days. The average number of 8 men absent
because of illness in Division IX did not increase despite the great

exertions.

(Signed) Max
District Captain of FPP
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Fire Department Division IX Hamburg-Altona, August 12, 1943

RE: Activity Report of Fire Department Division IX as of 8/11/43

The failure of the Self-Protection organization is general and obvious.
As far as I know, no Self-Protection forces were seen to be fighting
fires anywhere. * The most important thing for these people apparently
was the salvaging of furniture and this furniture, left standing in front
of the apartments, impeded fire fighting operations. There is no doubt
of the fact, and there is proof of it in existence, that those buildings
whose tenants were watchful and went into action at once when the bombs
dropped, were saved.

Every conceivable effort should be made, and perhaps a regulation passed,
to awaken the will of the Self-Protection forces to defend their property
and also to make clear to them that it is possible to extinguish the phos-
phorus bombs. The fact that the "All-Clear" was not sounded, in my
opinion, did not influence the development of the fires, because by the
time the attacks had stopped, the fires were advanced to such a degree
that the Self-Protection could not have put them out.

At the Noleiko firm in Friedensallee, the whole roof of the administration
building was blown away. The shrapnel (bomb)-proof station, however,
remrrined standi:.g in the middle of the upper story. The tw-x fire watches
enclosed therein remained unhurt. Also, the two fire watches located in
a bomb-proof station in the yard remained unhurt although a high explo-
sive bomb detonated only about 15 meters away. The houses located in
the vicinity were badly damaged.

Safes in burned-out houses were opened in two cases. One in the house
Baeckerstrasse 9, the other in the building of the Cologne Fir. L.=•=,rance,
Hamburg, Rathausstrasse. The opening of the safes took place in the
presence of the owners with the help of crowbars as the doors were stuck.
The contents of the two safes were completely undamaged.

Morale in the Division IX, despite the heavy work and the prolonged tours
of duty, may be rated as high. During the past few days, " raave talked
a great deal with the men and I have asked the brigade captains about the
morale of their crews, and I have always received favorable replies and
the best possible impressions.

Author: For a rebuttal to these types of comments ý,ee the content of
Captain Max's brief report on Actions in Sector III for July 29/30, 1943
and the Following Note in which the author has summarized information
on the Self-Protection performance reported by Captain Max in yet other
reports.
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As regards the work methods at the fire sites, I refer to my report of
August 11, 1943, concerning activities on July 28, 1943, Paragraph 3,
about the use of additional helpers.

(Signed) Max
District Captain of

Fire Fighting Police
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Fire Department Division IX Hamburg, August 8, 1943

Activities During Air Attack of July 29/30, 1943

Damage Site Damages and Actions Equipment Used

Actions in Air Sector III

Ferdinandstrasse Roofs completely on fire. Fought
1 - 5 by Self-Protection forces under

"F.D. direction. 9 C hoses
11 /IX, from 12:50 a. m. to 2:10 p.m.
13/IX, from 12:50 a.m. to 2:20 p. m.
14/IX, from 12:50 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Glockengiesser The whole roof was on fire.
Strasse 16 Fought by Self-Protection forces,

under F.D. direction. 2 C hoses
FFS 12a/IX, from 1:50 a.m.
to 2:05 p.rn.

Glockengiesser- The roof was completely on fire.
wall 20 Fought by Self-Protection under

direction of Fire Department- 2 C hoses
FFS 12b/IX, 12:50 a.m. to 2:05 p.m.

Steckel.hoern 5 Residential and business buildings
B.d. Muehren were completely on fire. Put out
Deichstrasse by Fire Department. 1 B, 8 C

22/TX, from 8:50 a.m. to 1:10 p.m. hoses
23/TX, from8:50a. ri. to 1:10 p.m.
DL 2/IX

Rosenstrasse 15, The roofs and in part the lower
18, 20, and 22 floors were on fire. Self-

Protection fought fires under
direction of F. D. 1 B, 5 C
21/IX, frc.u 8:10a. m. to 2:15 p.m. hoses

DL 1/IX, from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

(Signed) Max
District Captain of Fire Protection
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Following Note

Other reports written, or dated, two weeks earlier by Captain Max pro-
vide documentation for the presence, rather than the complete absence,
of the Self-Protection Service forces in Sector IX following the first, and
possibly the second, of the large-scale attacks. The other reports in-
clude one that is dated July 30, 1943, and list the Division IX and Volunteer
Fire Department actions at various sites for July 25, 1943. Two summary
listings that follow are undated but are signed by Captain Max; these two
summaries give the location of fire sites at which the Self-Protection
Service units, the Expanded Self-Protection units, the Nazi Party units,
and the Industrial Civil Defense forces fought fires in the area of Division
IX. It may be assumed, perhaps correctly, that the listing applies to the
first large-scale attack on July 25, 1943, since the area of Group West
received the brunt of that attack and since the bulk of the Self-Protection
Service activities reportedly took place after that attack. The action
listings reported over Captain Max's signature are summarized as
follows:

Number of Fire Sites Attended
By Action Type*

Type of Fire Fighting Unit A B C D Total

Division IX Units 15 27 15 1 58

Volunteer Fire Department Units 4 7 - - 11

Nazi Party Units 2 1 - - 3

Industrial Civil Defense Units 8 7 - 24

Expanded Self-Protection Service 6 16 - 31

Self-Protection Service 216 304 1, - 700°

Totals 251 362 213 1 827

The data, of course, refute the generalized allegations of the bigoted pro-
fessional fire fighters such as those made by Captain Max. It doesr. t seem
possible that units who fought at 85 percent of the total sites that are re-
ported to have been visited coold not have been seen by the professionals.

A for extinguishing a fire
13 for "fighting" the fire (outcome or endpoint not specified)
C for "fighting" the fire to a total loss
I) for other tasks such as rescue operations

Probatoly an underestimat.u; the lack of titles and dates on the first page
of tie listings suggests t,;iat some pages of the original report are missing.
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Fire Department Division VII Hamburg-Altona, August 12, 1943

From Fire Department Group West to Department 914

RE: Report About Major Air Attacks on Hamburg

On the first attack day, in the night from July 24 to 25, 1943, the forces
of Division VII went into action on their own initiative in almost all situ-
ations because transmittal of orders by telephone wvas not possible within
a very short time after the attack began.

Because of the failure of the telephone lines, the mobilization procedures
so often practiced in dry-run exercises could not be u sed at all. Reports
from the squads back to headquarters wer - very rare; so as aý consequence
the Division had only partial supervision of the operations at the various
fire sites. Relief for the crews in action could not be furnished for a
long time after the attack started because of the iarge number of con-
stantly developing new damage sites. The issuance of cold or hot food
to the crews did not take place until, many hours of action had occurred.

The situation pertaining to the second attack during th'e night of July 27/28,
1943, was similar to that of the first attack. The units had to be given
orders through motorcycle or bicycle messengers, which naturally in-
volved unavoidaL le delays in moving the crews to new sites.

In the remaining attacks, July 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943, the area'for'
which the Division VII is responsible was not hit. The forces of the
Division were put into action almost exclusively in the area served by
Group East.

The state of health of the units may be conzidered satisfactory.

(Signed) H61fel
Captain of Fire Department
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Fire Department Division VII Ha:nburg-Altona, August 20, 1943

Experience Report During the Air Attacks from July 24 to August 3, 1943

I. Becaase the municipal water lines in Hamburg-Altona failed during
the first half hour -f the first attack, it soon became clear that the aux-
iliary water supply was not nearly adequate. Based on our experience,
it is reco m-iiended that the water storage basins not be located where they 4

can be endangered by collapsing buildings, especially churches.

2. Hoses which were laid out over a long distance to water sources
often were burned through before they could be laid out completely, be-
cause they could not be put under water pressure soon enough. In this
respect, the Lanninger hoses were by far the most satisfactory.

3. On streets, the hose lines should be imbedded into the cobble stones
as quickly as possible, or else the s+reet should be blocked to traffic.
Many hoses were damaged by vehicles running over them. Also, the
available hose bridges were easily knocked aside by heavy vehicles and
in such instances, the bridge itself tore the hoses.

4. Some of the out-of-town units did not report back to Headquarters
after completing action at an assigned damage site. As a result, they
often stood around without anything to do for long periods of time.

5. The heat in the public bunker in Holstenstrasse became so intense
and oxygen so scarce, due to the heat rays from the high buildings burn-
ing in the vicinity, that oxygen had to be supplied and the bunker cooled
with water. The occupants were not able to leave the bunker because the
way to safety, through the burning streets, was too far away.

6. It should be pointed out that the often-used "roll glass" burns very
easily. Therefore, curtains or blackout paper should not be used on win-
dows which are equipped with "roll glass." Easily flammable objects
should be placed at a safe distance away from such windows.

(Signed) Dethmann
District Lt. of

Fire Protection Police
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LFS llb/VII Hamburg-Altona, August 22, 1943
House of Youth
Room 308

To Fire Department Division VII

RE: Activity and Experience Report

Luring the major attack by enemy aircraft on July 24/25, 1943, the
quarters of the light Fire Fighting Brigade 1 lb/VIl were destroyed by a
direct hit of a high explosive bomb and the fire truck was badly damaged.
Despite this, I put the squad into action at Rathausmarkt and at Pr'sidenten-
weg. But because of the lack of water (failure of water main) after a short
time, the fire fighting operations had to be terminated. In a very few
minutes thereafter, the Rathausmarkt was a sea of flames. The spread
of the fire was assisted by a fire 6torm of a velocity not heretofore ex-
perienced, and by an enormous shower of sparks. In order to escape
being completely encircled by the fire, I ordered a breakthrough to the
Hinrich-Lohsestrasse, which was already blocked by masses of stones
and other debris and which was then already partly engulfed by the fire.
This breakthrough was successful.

We next placed the fire engine near the water storage basin at Hauptkirche
to pump water. Hose lines were laid to fight and contain nearby fires
but the fire engine gave out. The damage it suffered at Rathausmarkt
apparently was too severe. Soon the same fire storm situation arose at
this site that we experienced at Rathausmarkt. Messengers that had been
dispatched to get a replacement for our fire engine did not return. Also,
no replacement truck could have gotten through to us. After the steeple
of the church collapsed, we had only one possibility left open to us. This
was to escape through to the cemetery; Uin this effort we were finally
successful.

Later on, I led the squad without losses to Fire Station 16 and reported
for further action. On July 26, from 7:15 p.m. to 12:30 midnight, we
worked at Naefke, Gr. Elbstrasse. From July 27 to August 3, we worked
in cooperation with the Heavy Fire Brigade 13/VIl.

The state of health of the squad was very bad in the first few days after
the first attack. Of the nine men in the squad, seven had severe stomach
and intestinal disturbances. All had inflamed eyes from the smoke and
du st.
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The failure of the water main, the debris from the collapsed buildings,
the intense heat rays, the fire storms and the strong showers of sparks
were the main difficulties faced by the squad, aside from the failure of
the fire engine.

Suggestions for improving the fire fighting situation in the future include:
rummage clearance of all attics; remove old woodsheds from yards;
install many more open water storage tanks; increase the supply of wat,'r
and sand in all buildings; and install more water storage tanks in air
raid shelters and bunkers.

(Signed) Mansfeld
Master of FPP and
Brigade Leader
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HFB 12/VII Hamburg-Altona, August 23, 1943

RE: Exper 4 ence Report About Our Actions During the Major Air Attacks

orn Hamburg

Damage Site: Norderreihe. Air Attack Julv 24/25, 1943

On arrival, found several houses completely on fire. Because of the
strong storm, the whole street caught on fire. Self-Protection forces
were not irk evidence, The water had to be taken from water storage
basin Norderreihe to fight the fires.

Damage Site: Teichstrasse, Moerkenstrase, Fire Station 16, and
surrounding property

Several buildings were completely on fire; also, single roofs of several
houses were on fire. Despite the strong storm further spread of the fire
was prevented. Self-Protection forces ably assisted in the fire fighting.
Water had to be taken from a water storage basin 400 meters away.

Damage Site: Bahrenfelder Chaussee, Air Attack July 27/28, 1943

Roofs and top stories of a residential housing block and of several town-
houses and factory buildings were on fire. Sufficient fire fighting units
were on hand. The water was taken from a water storage basin 500 meters
away. Because of the large amount of water needed, frequent interrup-
tions in the water supply took place.

Damage Site: Reichardt Wc=-ks, Wandsbek, with surrounding buildings

Whole residential and factory buildings were on fire. The HIB 12/VII
refilled three water storage basins of the Reichardt Works from the
canal one kilometer away. At the same time, the brigade took part in
fire fighting operations. A tremendous storm was raging. No Self-
Protection forces were present at most of these fire sites.

Damage Site: Mittelweg, Milchstrasse, Atbick of July 29/30, 1943

Single residential houses were on fire. Th.- spread of the fire to neigh-
boring buildings and terra-s located behind the burning houses was
prevented. A very stro'ig wind prevailed. The water was taken from the
water storage basin at St. John's Church about 100 meters away. The
Self-Protection forces worked very hard at these fire sites.
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Damage Site: Roedingsmarkt, Goerttwiete

Several single residential, store, and office buildings were on fire. A
rather strong wind prevailed. The neighboring buildings were saved
with great difficulty, since it was not possible to fight the fire from the
canal side. The water was taken from the canal. Self-Protection forces
were not present.

Damage Site: New City Hall, Attack of August 203, 1943

Greater part of the roof of the City Hall was on fire. The Fire was con-
tained to it, original extent. It was raining. Self-Protection forces were
very active. Water was taken from the New City Hall storage tank at
Adolf Hitler Platz.

Special Observations:

The spread of fire was facilitated by the fact that in many buildings the
firewalls were topped by the roof stracture and by wooden beams which
actually passed through the firewalls.

At many residential fire sites, the residents thought first of saving their
belongings instead of first trying to fight the fire. And where the furni-
ture was placed in front of entrances and doors, it greatly impeded fire
fighting later on.

In many cases, there were not sufficient excess pressure valve, distri-
butor joints, and for streets with a great deal of traffic, hose bridges.
Since orders could be transmitted only be messenger, the exchange of
damaged hoses, as well as the reestablishment of water supply, took a
great deal of precious time.

The normally-used hose bridges were not practical. Instead, two pieces
of wood, about 3 meters long and 5 or 6 cm square, connected by thinner
boards, have proved very satisfactory as hose bridges.

The reinforcement of fire fighting units by the use of Hitler Youths as
messengers and firement worked out very well.

(Signed) Jo yk
Master of FPP
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Emergency Fire Brigade 14/VII Hamburg, August 22, 1943

R.-?: Experiences and Observations During the Action of July 24/25,
July 27,:28, July 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943, In the Time of
the Major Air Attacks

Experience Report

7/24-25/43 2:15a. m. 7/25 to 1:00a. m. 7/26/43
1:1:13, 1 Fire Truck 25, 1 Truck

While fighting fires at damage sites Hafenstrasse, K1. Fischerstrasse,
storehouses at Gr. Elbstrasse and Fischmarkt, the municipal water
mains were, in the beginning, sufficient to supply water for the fire
fighting operations. Advanced fires in the roof and balcony of Hafen-
strasse 39 and K1. Fischerstrasse 48/50 were soon brought under con-
trol. As a continued safety measure, we left a complete hose line with
the Self-Protection forces fbr afterhosing as necessary. In this way,
successful extinguishing of the fire was assured. The c(,[fee storehouse
of the Naefke Company in K1. Fischerstrasse was saved, thanks to ener-
getic fire fighting action and because the building h? 4 .x:ncrete ceilings
which help to prevent spread of the fire. We left a C h : with Self-
Protection forces at the coffee storehouse in order to -vent the fire
from flaring up again.

Hopeless fires were in progress at Kl. Fischerstrasse 32/38 and it was
only possible to check the spread of these fires. in doing so, a public
air raid shelter was made safe. The Ottilienhof at Gr. Elbstrasse 10/20
was a difficult but worthwhile fire fighting object and the fire was battled.
Operations were irppeed, however, by a time bomb situated in House
No. 20. After the loss )f our FT 25, I took ový_r the fire truck of a Fire
Squad from Elmshcor vorich happened to come al.ong. With it, the fire in
Ottilienhof was extinguished and the residential and storage buildings of
Ottilienhof, worth millions of marks, were saved. Because the fire
flared up again at Ottilienhof during the later evening hours, the fire
fighting operation was renewed, using the L-±st strength of the crews.
The fire fighting was impeded by an impassable staircase and the time
bomb. At fire site Fischmarkt 37, the household goods of tenants were
saved by our actions which took place under bombardment.

7/28/43 1a.m. to 3 a.m.
Four patrols of three men each were sent to Harbor
District in Altona to supervise operations. They found
nothing on fire.
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2:20 p.m. to 9-30 p.m.
Action at An der Alster 52, 1:1:12, no special
occurrences were reported.

7/29-30/43 12 noon to 10:30 p. m.
Forces employed: 1:9

We were assigned the task cf i to•-vcrinc bodies in Sector IV, Heiden-
kampsweg, Grevenweg, and Sorbenstrasse i32. ThE a&tions were im-
peded because of the £. ct that the crews were totally inexperienced in
this type of work; also, no equipment, such as stretchers, hooks, etc.,
was available and the men got sick, vomited and had nervous attacks.
Brandy should have been made available, both as a bracer and as disin-
fectant. Darkness interrupted the work. During the night, the bunker
at Suederstrasse was bombarded and bomb fragments damaged our truck.
At 3:00 a. m. on August 30 I received personal orders from Colonel
Dr. Zaps to report to Fire Station 10,

At Sierichstrasse 76/78, the crews assisted in the recovery of personal
bclongings. Also, a roof fire was fought with small fire fight:.ng equip-
ment; the water was taken from Alsterrondeel. Because of a shortage
of hoses, I used the Fire Truck 25 from Headquarters with a new crew.
With the help of the Volunteer Fire Departmint of Bremen, difficulties
with the 120-liter civil defense water pump were corrected, and fire
fighting activities were continued successful.y ttnti! 8 p. m. Afterward,
the water storage tants were refilled at the fire site; the threat of fire
spread was removed. Crews were active for up to 34 hours at one
stretPh.

8/2-3/43 3:20 p.m. to midnight.
Forces employed: 1:9

Fought a roof fire on the new City Hall and put out a fire in the storehouse
at Lagerstrasse No. 60. Also, we carried out independent afterhcsing
activities at Lagerstrasse 52, 54, 56, and 60. The water was in short
supply at all sites. We used the fire engine of the Plant, Fehleisen and
Rickel. Our own Fire Truck 25 had, in the meantime, broken down.

General Observations and Experiences:

Although the municipal water main has to be considered as the basic
framework of the water supply for fighting fires, the independent auxiliary
water supply should be greatly expanded. This should be dlone not so much
with open water storage tanks, but more with boiler-type water containers,
which would be available in every street so that developing fires could be
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put out immediately by laymen. The 120-liter indus~riai civil defense
pump engines have proved to be most practical and were conveniently
handy. In general, the number of available crew Ie n' ers is less
crucial, because with the equipment a snall crew. can e assisted easily
by civilian helpers.

It is absolutely necessar'- that the leader at the fire site be able to recog-
nize the crucial point for attacking the fire and the danger of fire spread,
and that he is able to conununicate to his men his determination to fight.
He must be able to obtain help when it is not on hand, and if necessary, to
take over the pilot and riessenger serwvce himself.

(Signed) Peters
Acting Brigade Leader
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HFB 21/VH Hamburg, August 30, 1943

Report About the Activities of -the Brigade
During the Major Air Attacks on Hamburg

July 24125, 1943

The HFB 21 /VII went into action in its own quarters during the first
attack night. Several high explosive bombs fell in the immediate vicinity
of the quarters; one detonated on the railroad embankment, one in the ,
Holsten Brewery and one in front of the Brigade air raid shelter. Also,
a huge amount of stick and phosphorus firebombs were dropped simultan-
ec.usly. The high explosive and firebombs cause the total loss of one fire
truck of FB 21/VIT and one vehicle of FB ý4/Vll. Efforts to extinguish
the fires in the immediate area wpre unsuccesful because of lack of
water.

The industrial area bc-rnded by Viehhofstrabze, RaLnweg and Kreuzweg,
including the Holsten Brewej. - the Fish Smokehouses of Westfalen and
lhde, and tihe overland traffic "Nordmark, " became one single conflagra-
tion intantly. This indicates that a large anmunt of firthbombs were
dropped. Neither a rain of phosphorus nor the use of new kinds of fire-
bombs was notel; also, duds or residue of duds were not found. The
fire fed eagerly on the tar and paper roof of the halls of the Breweryý and
on the large wooden sheds of the smokehouses, and it developed tremen-
dous heat along with enormous amounts of flying spar!zz.,

Because pump connections luckily had been completed shortly before the
attack at the corner of Kreuzweg and Rainweg leading to the pipeline in
Sonderburgstrasse, wt liad an auxiliary supply of water for the first two
days. From here, one '•quad of FB 2111TI fought fires in the industiial
complex and one squad fought fires at the residential housing block
Kreuzweg/Rainweg; the latteýr were successful in preserving the housing.
However, great difficulties were encountered again and again during the
fire fighting in the houses because the fuel stored in the attics repeatedly
caught on fire.

The plant fire departments of the Holsten Brewery and the firm Ihde
helped considerably with the fire fighting operations; however, they
suffered from a water shortage. After a tuo-,%iyV struggle, the fire was
finally placed under control, and we should not forget the torrential rain
which helped to check the spread of the fire on the tar and paper roofs.
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JuuIj 26/27, 1943

The Fire Brigade 21/VII was put into action at Friedensallee and Hohen- T
zollernring to fight six roof fires. The houses were all saved. As
mentioned aoove, an unnecessarily long time was required to extinguish
fires in the fuels that were stored in the attics. The water was taken
from the Elbe by a long host-: 'me.

* In the evening the Brigade was bu-y with afterhosing duties at the Hosten
Brewery, as well as at Schauenburgerstrasse and Schumacherstrasse in
Altona.

On July 28, 1943, the Fire Truck 25 - 1103 of tile Expanded Self-Protection
Service, which had been badly damaged during the attack, was repaired3
taemporarily and was used as an emergency vehicle by FS 21b/VII.

July 28, 1943

Fire fighting action occurred at Bahrenfelderstrasse 129 and at Lobusch-
strasse. Several residential houses were saved from destruction.

July 28/29, 1943

Fires were fought a, An der Alster af Heleinstift. Afterwards the squad
worked at Ritierstrasse i,,; Eilbeck and bived several homes. in these
actions, long hose lines were laid from the Alster to the fire sites; due
to damage from various causes, much of the laid-out hose materia1 be-
came unusable.

July 30, 1943

We fought fires in residential houses at Harvestehuderweg, Mittelweg,
and Alsterchaussee under the direction of Captain Leudemann. Again,
long shose lines were laid from the Alster.

July 31 and August 1, 1943

On these two days, the squad conducted afterhosing operations at Roedings-
markt, at Goertwiete, at Dornbusch, and at Oeverseesirasse in Altona.

August 2/3, 1943

In this period, roof fires in residential houses at Prasident Krahnstrasse,
Altona were fought. Several houses wer,. saved. The fire fighting was
impeded by fuels stored in attics.

(Signed) Waje
First Sergeant of FPv
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HFB 22/VII Hamburg, August 31, 1943

RE: Report Abotut tPe Major Air Attacks on Hamburg on July 24/25,
July 2'7/28, July 39/40, and August 2/3, 1943

Befor-e the Brigade received their first orders to go to a fire site, their
quarters at Moortwiete 40 were hit by a high explosive bomb. Conse-
quently, C. D. Police Sergeant Oberstein, Sergeant Reuter, and three
other p. sons were injured in the air raid shelter. At 1:30 a. m., on
July 25 tie Brigade received orders by motorcycle messenger to report
to Gr. Brunnenstrasse. We left behind a C. D. Police Sergeant to take
care of tranisporting the wounded to a hospital, and, reinforced with a
number of Hitler Youth Fire Fighters, the Brigade moved out to the fire
sites at Gr. Brunnenstrasse 141, 142, 144, 146, 148. Some of the houses
were completely enveloped by flame-_ while others only had roof and
upper story fires. These fires were fought while, at the same time, fires
were fought in houses at Friedensallee 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 63, 67, 71,
and 75, which had roof fires and fires in their top stories. The water
storage tanks at Friedensallee and Hohenzollernring served at first as
the source of water supply; afterwards, the water storage tanks at
Philosophenweg/Hohenzollernring was used; still later, the water was
taken directly from the Elbe at Neumaehlen. When the water was taken
from the Elbe, only a feeder pipe was laid because of the shortage of
hoses, so that the flow of water coming through to the site was much
1eqs than previously which certainly made a difference in the way the
large fire6 could be fought. However, spread of the fire to the surround-
ing buildings was prevented. The brigade remained at the site until
9:30 a.m. on July 27 when it ws relieved by the Fire Company from
East Prussia. During the whole time only a few men were pulled out to
rest for short periods.

On the second attack day (July 28) one squad was assigned to fight fires
at Bahrenfelder Chaussee; the second squad was ordered to supply water
to the water storage tanks at Jaegerstrasse and to fight fires at Bahren-
felder Chaussee. The Brigade returned to its station at 12:30 noon.

On the third attack day, July 30, we moved out to the Alsterdorfcr Mental
Institution at 3:00 a. m. in the morning. Fifteen buildings had been ig-
nited by stick and phosphorus firebombs. *Water to fight the fires was
obtained from the Alster at SengeAmanns Bridge. First, the fire at the
Administration Building was fought and the stored textiles were saved
froif. destruction. Next the hospital with much precious equipment was,
saved. After that, the old administration building along with the laundrycontaining great amounts of linens was saved from destruction. Fires in
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the remaining small buildings and barracks were extinguished by the
Institution's Fire Fighting Personnel and the Volunteer Fire Department
from Suelfeld. At 6:00 p.m., the Brigade was withdrawn because the
ball be•rings on the pump were broken; the afterhosing work was left to

the Institution Fire Department.

On the fourth attack day, August 3, the Brigade moved out at 3:20 a. m.
to Schmidt Brothers Wholesale Grocery Company and Bahr and Gehrkens
Gilt Cornice Works, both in Lagerstrasse. At Schmidt Brothers, cocoa
beans worth 750, 000 marks were stored, most of which were brought to

safety by the Armed Forces. The fire was soon extinguished by the
Self-Protection forces with some assistance from the Brigade. At
9:30 a.m., the Brigade returned to its quarters. No special observa-
tions were made during these operations. In all actions, the Hitler
Youth Fire Fighters, used for reinforcements, proved to be very helpful.
After August 3, the Brigade was put into action at various fire sites in
Hamburg for afterhosing operations.

(Signed) Burstedt
Master of FPP
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Appendix 4

EXCERPTS FROM THE HAMBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT -'

DOCUMENTS ON THE AIR ATTACKS DURING WORLD WAR II: I
THE GROUP EAST AND GROUP HARBOR UNIT REPORTS

ON ACTIONS AND EXPERIENCES DURING THE

LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS OF JULY-AUGUST 1943 -i

AND OTHER REPORTS ON LATER ATTACKS
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Municipal Government oi the City of Hamburg
Commandant of Fire Protection Police Hamburg, August 21, 1943

Group East
Fire Fighting and Decontamination Service

RE: Report About the Major Air Raids on Hamburg, July 24/25,
SJuly272&2, July 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943

Attention: The Police Presiden2, according to his directive S3(L)
on August 6, 1943.

Attention is directed to the fact that on August 14 the Chief of the Fire
Depc0 rtment Hamburg submitted a report in brief form to the Police
President which is based on the reports of all Fire Department Division
Chiefs and Commanders of Civil Defense Groups and which contains geni-
eral experiences and suggestions for improvement.

The Fire Protection Police has a plan in its possession which sho:.vs the
approximate outlines of the totally destroyed city districts.

The detailk' data of the Fire Department Headquarters of Group East
were lost during the course of events (mainly during the partial evacua-
tion of the building when flammable material was not removed in spite of
the danger of fire spread during the night of July 29/30). In addition, the
data of Fire Department Division IV and V were destroyed by enemyaction.

July 24/25, 1943 I.

During the first attack night, the districts assigned to Divisions V, VI
(with St. George Hospital) and X (Wandsbek, center of attack: Market)
were especially hard hit and had extensivc. fire d&nage. The number of
fires ignited in the area of responsibility of Divisior VI was comparatively
small.

In the districts of Divisions X and IV, major conflagrations developed.
The same was true of the district of Division V, between Wandsbeker
Chaussee and Hasselbrookstrasse.

The number of available fire department units of Group East was not suffi-
cient to cope with fire situation that developed. Fire Divisions IV
and V requested several additional fire fighting units. Out-of-town forces
did not become available until the mori-ing of July 25. Civil Defense
Motorized Divisions 21 and 29, fire fighting ui!ts from Leubeck and
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Bremen, and other fire fighting units from further away (Schleswig-
Holstein) arrived at that time. The Volunteer Fire Departments of
Stormarn and Lauenburg counties were requested (Alarm Urgency 3),
and within one to three hours, 18 fire fighting squads arrived from
Stormarn and six from Lauenburg. All were put into action.

All fires in the areas under Divisions IV, VI, and X were fought success-
fully. In the Division V area, the great conflagration was contained and
sealed off from spreading to the rest of the territory. The rescue of
endangered persons was not an important function of the brigades during
that attack night. Provisions available to the fire fighting units in the
time between the two attacks (July 24/25 and July 27/28) were generally
insufficient. The Command Posts functioned without a hitch, due to the
organization plan that had been formulated and put into effect after the
major air attack of July 27, 1942.

In the damage area, and most particularly in the Division V area which
was divided into "fire section, " officers of the Fire Protection Police
and Captains of the Fire De-artment were in charge of operations.

During this attack night, local telephone lines were down over most of
the time of operations. However, long distance telephone connections
between Police Group East, Party administration, and Divisions IV, V,
VI, and X, were functioning. Requests for the volunteer fire departments
of Stormarn and Lauenburg counties had to be transmitted by motorcycle
messengers because of disruption of the local telephone service.

July 27/28, 1943

It should be mentioned here that the largest part of the fire fighting forces
of Group East wcrc assigned to afterhosing operations in Group West
when the attack started, because the first night attack had caused more
widespread damage in the Group West area than in other areas.

The effects of the second night attack were most devastating in the areas
of Divisions IV and V. The districts were almost one continuous area of
conflagration, and a fire storm of hurricane proportions raced through
the streets.

The water supply from the municipal pipe lines failed completely during
the early part of the attack. Therefore, the auxiliary water supplies had
to be used. In the Division IV area, about 140 new fires developed. A
fire storm also developed in this district in the area between Hamburger-
strasse and Vogelweide near Holsteinischer Kamp.
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in the Division X area, the expanse of the attack extended to Marienthal
and East Wandsbek. Fires developed at Wandsbek Hospital, Douaumont
Barracks, Hermann Goering Barracks, Freight Station, and Neumann,
Reichardt, and Draeger Works.

In the districts of Divisions IV and V, and also to some extent in the area
of Division VI where conflagrations occurred, the fire fighting forces
initially devoted themselves solely to the most urgent task, namely the
rescue of human lives. In the vicinity of Fire Stations 1, 5, and 6 Lhou-
sands of people were led out of their air raid shelters in residential
houses, or were collected in the streets, and were taken to the Elbe
River, to the canals, :r to open land and to safety, sometimes under
the protection of water spray. At the same time, and later, the Fire
Department worked from hedgehog positions and the out-of-town forces
worked sphenoidally from periphery defensive positions to carry the fire
fighting operations into the damaged areas.

Part of the roof of the Headquarters Building of Police Group East burned.
The building was also endangered by nearby houses that werý. burning.
Self-Protection forces from the Group staff and a fire fighting squad
from the Fire Department were successful in averting the danger and in
extinguishing all other fires in the vicinity of the Headquarters Building.

All official telephone lines were down. The field telephones of the Fire
Departments in the Headquarters of Group East could only be used very
sparingly. Therefore motorcycle messengers were employed. The
pilot service to out-of-town units proved to be unsatisfactory.

July 29/30, 1943

AU division forces of the Group were hit~again. In the areas of Divisions
IV and V, numerous fires were fought successfully. The burni.:g St.
Mary's Hospital, amongothers, was saved from destruction. The Divi-
sion VI area was especially hard hit. The major part of the residential
district Barmbeck was destroyed by fire. In the Division X area, in
Wandsbrk, a cc.iflagration developed from Holstenstrasse to Eichtal
Park. Other places that were hit included the Districts Farmsen,
Bramfeld and Rahlstedt.

The Wandsbek Fire Station was destroyed by high explosive and firebombs.
Ten Fire Department men and one Hitler Youth were killed. The Police
Headquarters in Air Sector X was hit by several stick firebombs. N,.;xt
to and behind the Headquarters building other houses were not on fire.
The Headquarters building of the Group was endangei _d by a row fire in
Horst-Wessel-Strasse and by a new fire in a neighboring house. By
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energetic actions, the Fire Department forces saved these buildings
again.

Messages to the Headquarters of the Group arrived only by motorcycle
or bicycle messengers, some of whom iiad to come on foot for iong dis-
tances after they lost their vehicles. No telephone or wire services
were available. During the night, a radio truck was put into operation
at Headquarters of Group East; it was used to transmit sevr-, messages
from the Fire Department to the Party Headquarters.

August 213, 1943

The Division IV area was not hit in this attack. Some fires were started
in the Division V area; these were successfully extinguished. The same
was true of the seventeen fire sites that developed in Bergedorf and of
the few that were started in Kirchwaerder.

The District VI area was hit as follows: The Gas Works Barmbeck was
hit a second time. Also, fires were ignited in houses along the streets
between Hamburgerstrasse/Osterbeckstrasse and Hofweg/Bachstrasse.
The local fire fighting units were able to extinguish these fires. Minor
damage occur-red to buildings in the District X area, in the communities
of Farmsen and Tonndorf.

All available forces, officers and unit leaders of the Fire Department
Group East were put into action at A dolf Hitler Platz and at the State
Opera House in the area of Group West after the attack.

The general observation may be made that many Self-Protection units,
especially during the second and third attacks, were held down by the
hail of bombs and did not go into action until too late; but in many instances
they were still in time to work effectively, and they were ab>o to hold
many single fires in check.

Among serious operational difficulties encountered were the heavy debris
in the streets, the lack of telephone and wire communications, and the
loss of mrr-y vehicles on reconnaissance and messenger missions. The
most handicapping factors, however, were the fire storms and the diffi-
culties in obtaining the necessary water supply (without delay).

Recommendations for the Future

1. Quick and complete reconstruction of the Plant Civil Defense, the
Expanded Self-Protection, and the Self-Protection units for the remaining
city districts is of the utmost importance.
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2. Public civil defense Iunkers an.d other air raid shelters must be
provided with sufficient water supplies for extinguishing fires.

3. At the very least, all leaders and deputies of the emergency forces
and civil defense groups should be acquainted with the idea and with the
methods of rescue during a fire storm. (People who know the area must
acquaint themselves with protected open spaces, waterways, and the like
in their respective neighborhoods, which might be used as a place of
safety by the population.)

4. Radio cemmunications are an absclute necessity for the fire fight-
ing units.

5. Experiences and conclusionr in the field _f fire prevention have
been, ollected and disseninated by the Commrandant of the Fire Protec-
tion PoLice, Department 92 and S3(1.).

(Signed) Schwarzenberger
Group Ea.- Conanarnding Officer
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Fire Department Division IV Hamburg, August 6, 1943

Experience Report by Tower Watch at Water Tower Rothenburgsort
Covering the Air Attack During the Night of July 27/28, 1943

When the alarm sounded, I received orders to man the water tower as a
lookout, and I was brought to my post by motorcycle.

In the beginning I could only see the flaring up of Flak fire jr the distance.
A message arrived from the Water Works, that planes were approaching
over Neumunster, probably from the direction of Kiel or Luebeck. After
about 15 minutes, the Flak fire came closer and closer. T'.--- searchlight
activity increased, and soon an enemy plane was caught in the cross beams.
It escaped going away in the direction of Harburg.

Immediately afterwards, heavy high explosive bombs started falling in
the direction of Billstrang. This was a prelude to the murderous air
attack that followed. Stick firebombs were soon falling in enormous num-
bers. The whole of Rothenburgsort glowed in a bright white Light. After
the enemy had set up this illumination, the first "Christmas Trees" be-
gan to fall; right afterwards, in rapid succession, the fire, the high
explosive, and the phosphorus bombs were dropped. I also observed that
phosphorus appeared to be raining down. At first a large fireball was
visible in the sky; after some time it dissolved into glowing strips that
spilled over the houses, most of which were already aflame. Now fires
were visible everywhere, even on the water, where boats and ships were
aflame. This latter fact constituted my last message to Sector IV, before
our communications were interrupted.

Shortly after my last message, the water tower was hit by a high explo-
sive bomb to the right of the eAtrance (a fact which I did not find out till
later on). The entrance door was thrown into the tower and a terrific
puLse of air went up through the building. In the meantime, the firestorm
?ad re,.ched such proportions that I had to take cover on my knees behind
h -. art.

11 :*ter the ene,.my had spent his destructive rage, I found that the path of
return to F: .- c Station 6 had been cut off. I therefore decided to put my-
sell at the dis-;csal of the Water Works manager. I helped the plant fire
dePa•riemnt puat the portable fire extinguisher into position and we extin-
gru'-.rll fifh fire at the machine house first. When the engine fuel was
used ,ii, J .•,t eight French prisoners to work on the hand-pressure
pt4,;- ar;d tdi,,.y pumped unremittingly until we brought the fire under
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During the fire fighting operations, cries for help could be heard in the
vicinity of the tower. With the help of some members of the Party and
the Armed Forces, as well as of some courageous zivilians, I rescued
a number of people from the neighboring air raid shelters. As a result,
a number of people escaped death in the flames.

After the fire storm had abated somewhat, I went beck to the fire station;
however, all I founi on my arrival was a heap of ruins. I then went to
the 1ain Fire Station and reported to Lt. Colonel Schliemann and
L. Colonel Dr. Unglaube.

* (Signed) KO-nescher
,• Master Sergeant of FPP
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Emergency SqT~d lIl/I Iiamburg, August 4, 1S943

iRE: WA-scce of Perscnes During, A;-- A~ttack of July 2i, i943

Du-ing the- air zftack ýPf Juy2,'43, tire crew a-t Fire Stat, 1 rese-aL-d
about 250 perstms from the ent-agered a2r raid shelters aI2r0 -e st•ets
Berliner Tor, Beim Strehhause, Kolbergstrasse and Sti-ts -rae. !
additi--on, as i,00 persons who 'had w~adered about the Str*-c-tS ke the
fire storm were resceed and accommocated in ihe air !aid shelters of
Fire Station 1.

Whiie performing Oire -fighting tasks at Maizena Works a-'n i.-tersc;ue-er
at Heidenkampsweg, about 250 perso..s who had escaped foro air raid
shelters onto barges, were r•.cued with the help of long kdder. ard witn
the use of C hoses. .-bany peop-e lmd suffered b.rz•. A fe r peopi. lad
jum•ed into the water, and these, too, were rescued.

The crew of LFB II 1IV, wiih quarters in Bk:rgstrasse, rescued abvut 300
versons from the endangered air raid shelters in Burgstr2---e, C3zs-
Grothstrasse and Belthesdatrasse and acco..,odated em at bet,: -._-
in the Burgstrasse School. Oth.er persons wandering about in the fi:
storm were also put up at the school.

(Sig-ned) Stankowski

M1aster of FPP
and Squad Leader 11IV
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Fire Departmen - Emergecy Squad I EfamEmrg, A~gast 5, 1943

R:Report Abo~ut My Activities During the An- Attacks of July 24125
a Jably- 27129

1 Air Attack Dring the Night of Julir 24125, 1943

COm July 24, 1 started my two-week recuperative leave. During the air
zatack • July 24125, I went to the roof of my house at Sued-rstrasse 319.
T-he. h e, as well as other buildings in the -icinify, had been hit by

* stick firebombs. I extinguished two of themn and ordered the Self-
Prote&.Ion forces tc- look after things. The roof of the rear Phouse at
Sueders--asse 323 was on fire. I directed a few Party Workers to form
a bucket chain with the Self-Protec~ion people and to start fighting the
fire. After I had received the impression that my presence was no longer
required, I too-k my bicycle and proceeded to my duty station to report
for servcice. because by tz:.en fires were visible all over the neighborhood.
I did not get very far on my bicycle, as the streets wrere barely passable
because of borm.b craters, :Xebris, and fallen trees. With, tl. greatest
effort I was finafly able to reac-2 vy headquarters, Fire Station 1. There

Stook over the leadership of my emtrgency unit, and at 1:43 the squad
moved out to Repsoldstrasse. Conzerning my further activities that
night, pilease see the attached activity report.

2. Air Attack Dur--ing the Night of July 27128, 1943

Daring the air attack of July 27123, 1943, 1 was in the air raid shelter at
Fire Station 1. Shortly after the start of the attack, I went to the roof of
the Main Fire Station in order to check on the state of things. When I
left the shelter, I noticed considerable rock dust in the air and that -;
strong wind was blowing. I had a good view from the roof, from which
nearly all the shingles had been ripped. Many large fires could be ct, -
served from the roof. High explosive bombs were falling at short ireer-
vals, Jarring the fire house down to the foundations. I reported my
observtations to Captain Mack at the Central Radio Station. I then returned
to the roof, accompanied by Master Pieper. I then observed a roof fire
in the house at Berlixiertcr No. 8 and immediately went down to the shel-
ter to obtain personnel to put the fire out. I asked for four volunteers
from the crew to fight the fire, as high explosive and firebombs were still
failing. The following volunteered immediately: Sergeant Barer,
S rgeant Riiter, Master Sergeant of C. D. Police Wittekind, and Master
Sergeant Moldenhauer. By now the wind had increased to hurricane pro-
portions, mingled with strong showecs of sparks and rock dust. It was
Li.rel:" possible te remain on one's feet. With the help of the above named
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rzn.- I ccomt-zted ~eC hose tit a hydandt to feightkA si-L. at Berlanertor
3- We foun.d ou at once tht the pines contained nv .t% . By ihe time
we did this, t-e fire spread toc the fourtlh floor; high -_tptwkiw-e and fire-
bomb were stM fal.lig. More than 1000 people A-r- -ready sheltered
in the Fire Statiwn. i gathered togeLher all the abz.- '--4ied men and put
Lhem at Ube eispoea of Master Piecer. He tried his tamost to save the
fire station.. The fact Otat the fire was kept away from the Fire Station,
and that the many per.-.:ons sheitered there had 2 safe place of refuge, is
dx-e solely to the efforts of Master Pieper, Sergeant Riiter, Sergeant
Bruns, and re'mbers of Departments 91, 92, 93, and 94.

(Signed) Stankowski
Master of Fire PrcAection -olice
and Chief of Emergency Squad l/IV
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Fire Department - Emergency Squad 1I/V Hamburg, July 26, 194?

RE: Report On The Activities of Emergency Squad 1 /IV During the
Air Attack of July 25, 1943

On July 25, 1-9 3, at 1:41 a.m., Emergency Squad 1/IV received orders
by telephone "to take over fire fighting operations in the damaged district
of Spaldingstrasse and Repsoldstrasse. On arrival in the damaged area,
the following fire sites were noted:

"Spaldingstrasse -Schultzweg-Noderstrasse: residential houses wholly on

fire.

Norderstrasse, corner of Schultzweg 23: residentia! houses wholly on fire.

Schuitzweg 7: residential house, roof and top story on fire.

Schultzweg 14: residential house, roof and apartment fires.

Schultzweg 18/20: residential house, rear building wholly on fire.

Norderstrasse, corner of Schultzweg 30: residential house wholly on fire.

Amsinckstrasse 13-14: residential and office buildings wholly on fire.

Amsinckstrasse, corner of Spaldingstrasse (6-8: roof and offices on fire.

Repsoldstrasse 58: store and roof fires.

Repsoldstrasse 60: Repsoldhof, roof completely on fire.

Repsoldstrasse 70: room fire, storage shed aflame.

Repsoldstrasse 88: residential house, second to fourth stories and roof
on fire.

Repsoldstrasse 90: roof on fire.

Repsoldstrasse 69-107: all rear buildings, factories, sheds and storage
buildings wholly on fire.

Repsoldstrasse 73-79: storage building and garages, front building com-
pletely on fire.
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Repsoldstrasse 95-99: residential buildings, front houses and roof on
fire.

Sonninstrz sse 4-16: (Persil Detergent Plant), solvent building and shed
on fire.

Sonninstrasse 17-18: front and rear building completely an fire.

Woltmannstrasse 23-235 rear buildings, factory, completely on fire.

The fires were caused by stick and phosphorus firebombs; several
buildings were destroyed or damaged by high explosive bombs.

The squad HFS 13b/IV was active at the damage sites when we arrived.
They had established a command post at Repsoldstrasse 88 - Telephone
24 52 55 - and had requested reinforcements. The Emergency Squad
i/IV also requesced additional forces. It was extremely difficult to es-
tablish telephone conneccions with Air Sector IV because the lines were
overloaded. However, two hook-and-ladder trucks, one S 4, 5, and the
FFS 14a/IV arrived at the damage site eventually. Still later, another
fire brigade and several plant fire crews arrived. All available forces,
although very sparse in the beginning, made a concerted attack on the
quickly spreading fi.ces.

Because of the effects of the fire and the fire fighting activities, the
command post had to be abandoned at 5 a. m. A new command post was
established at Repsoldstrasse 83 - Telephone 24 44 95 and 24 38 80 -
and Air Sector IV was informed accordingly.

The fire fighting squads that arrived later were also assigned to fighting
the fires, ard they worked very well. The Emergency Commandos and
the forces of the Expanded Fire Service workcd without a hitch.

Air Sector IV furnished an Army detachment of 90 men for fire fighting
operations. This unit performed valuable service manning the fire hoses,
although they did not arrive until about 8 a. m.

The necessary water supplies were obtained by pumping water from the
canal. The units in action in the damage area were as follows:
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Strength Hoses

Unit (Officers Men) C B

HFS '13b/IV 1 9 4 2

Hook and Ladder Truck I/IV 3 3

S4, 5 1/IV 3

HFS 12c/IV (Exp. Fire Service of C. D.
Pol. Precinct 42) 1 7 3

HFS 21a/VIJI 1 15 6 2

HFS 22a/VI!

HFS 12b/IV 1 8 3 2

Industrial LFS 25a/IV 1 8 3 2

Hook and Ladder 2/IV 2

Hook and Ladder 1/VI 2
Hook and Ladder 2/VI 2

Emergency Squad 14a/IV 1 9 5

Plant Fire Crews:

North German Grossverzinkerei 1 9 4

Rhenania Ossage 1 5 2

Blembel Bros. 1 3 1

Karstadt Porges 1 5 2 1

German Rubber Reclaiming Works 1 5 3

Hamburg Metal Rolling Works 6 2

Persil Works. At first 1. 8, later 1 24 5

Gemeinschaftsw. DAF 1 9 3

Emergency Commando of Police
Precinct 40 10

Schlochhauer Mfg. 1 5 2

Party Group Berliner Tor 1 7 2

Sohst Company 1 5 2

One Army Detachment - 90 -
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At 3:55 p. m., after most of the fires had been extinguished, and after
checking with headquarters of Air Sector IV, the command post was dis-
solved and the plant fire crews were sent back to their quarters. The
fire department units then received orders from the Division Headquarters
to move into a new damage area. The units took over the new damage
sites at 4:30 p.m.

During the fire fighting operations in the damage area, Repsoldstrasse
to Spaldingstrasse, I assembled a second emergency unit and with them *

went on reconnaissance trips in the area of An der Alster, Kirchenallee,
Hiihnerposten, Amsinckstrasse, Sonninstrasse, Spaldingstrasse, Berlin-
ertor, and Lohmrihlenstrasse. During these drives, Self-Protection "
forces were put to work by the unit at several fire sites.

The requests for and distribution of fuel for the vehicles were taken care
of by the command post without any difficulties. Food for the crews was
good and plentiful.

No injuries to crew members have been reported.

Damaged vehicles: Emergency Truck 14/IV (Pump gave out).

Police Car No. 128 620, all four tires flat;
flats fixP I during fire fighting operations.

Police Radio Car No. 128 619, one flat tire;
it was also fixed during fire fighting.

(Signed) Stankowski
Master of Fire Protection Police
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Fire Department - Division IV Hamburg, August 6, 1943

21

Experience Report

On July 27, 1943, the alarm sounded at 11:45 p. m, I went at once to the
Command Post of Air Sector IV. There, a count was aiken of the strength
of the remaining units. Approximately one-half hour after the alarm
sounded, th(- first bombs started falling. Soon they were dropping without
pause. The Water Tower lookout reported high explosive and firebombs
on Rothenburgsort. The Command Post building was jarred by the force
of the bomb hits. The few telephone connections open until then ceased
altogether when the power failed. The cpmmand post and the aii raid
shelter were very crowded on that night and the air was rather stale and
used up. After a short respite, the bombs began falling again. Through
emergency exits and other openings, rock dust, smoke and heat seeped
into the shelter.

Fire watches reported that the Sector building and Fire Station 6 were on
fire. The auxiliary power plant was put into service, and lighting and air
circulation were restored. In spite of this, a certain: uneasiness, and
restlessness developed among the shelter occupants, which I tried to
combat by pep talks to the crowd. The fire fighting unitq stationed at
Fire Station 6 received orders to fight the fire in the Sector building and
Station 6. Because the water lines were out of service and the heat em-
anating from the burning buildings endangered the fire vehicles, all units
were ordered to the Billhafen Wharf and to mount their fire fighting oper-
ations from there. The heat at the command post increased markedly.
Three exits were blocked by falling debris. Only one emergency exit,
across the yard of the fire station, remained passable. The Sector
Commandant ordered the evacuation of the Command Post. Women were
ordered to put blankets' or coats over their heads and everyone doused
himself with water before leaving.

Master Braimmer and I were the last ones to leave the Command Post of
the Fire Department in Air Sector IV. The yard of the fire station was
like a furnace. A fire storm of hurricane strength and heavy showers of
sparks made progress nearly impossible. The' auxiliary post could not
be reached any longer. I therefore rari into Fire Station 6 and from there
across Brfickenstrasse to the Wharf, from where I helped direct fire,
fighting operations against the fires in the Sector building and Fire Sta-
tion 6.

On orders from Captain Matthiessen, I issued blankets to the occupants
of the shelter and together with my other comrades, I carried small
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children and pulled women across heaps of ruins, falling wires, through
firebombs and burning phosphorus, to the Wharf. Summoning all my
strength, I then proceeded to guide people out of houses, air raid shel-
ters, and rescue stations from Billw. Neuedeich, Billh. Mfihlenweg,
Stresowstrasse, and Hardenstrasse to the collection point at Billhafen.
The hose lines which had at first been laid to fight fires were now extended
further and their water formed a path between the houses burning on both
sides of the street. Hesitating or lying down in the street meant certain
death. Many times I picked up people who had fallen down, loaded with
their belongings, ana urged them onward. I took children who clung to
their mothers and carried them aloig. Others, hesitant to run through
the burning streets, were urged and pulled along by force.

After everything possible had been done to rescue people and the air raid
shelters had been checked once more for stragglers, I went to Reichs-
monopol and from there directed the cutting off of the fire by Self-
Protection forces and Flak personnel.

An attack on the fire in the building of Eckelmann & Sons was mounted.
Unfortunately, this effort had to be abandoned because the hose in the
yard burned through due to the heat and the fuel tank of the fire truck ex-
ploded. On my way back to the Wharf, I took several people with me to
zhe collection point.

I was then summoned by a messenger from Lt. Colonel Lehmann, who
was at the Billstrang Freight Station. I went to the Freight Station and
on arrival was asked if it were possible to bring the civilians to the Elbe
Bridge as quickly as possible and without increasing the danger to their
lives. The tower was so overcrowded that many people had to remain
outside and had to take shelter under the bridges and behind the railway
embankment.

A portable water pump and engine belonging to the emergency troop of
the 40th Police Precinct, which was supposed to fuinish a water veil for
the collected people, was lost and the situation was very critical. Be-
cause the Elbe bridges were not passable, I agreed to the suggestion of
Lt. Colonel Lehmann and started the people on a forced march across
fallen debris, always kpepirrr to the center of the roadway, in the direc-
tion of Harburg. I ordered one squad of the fire depa: cment to cut away
fallen overhead wires and remove large pieces of debris which blocked
the way. In this manner, several hundred people were brought to safety
in a very short time.
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There were so many single deeds of valor performed that it is impossible
to mention and describe them all. Suffice it to say that everyone was in-
spired by the thought to help in any way possible.

(Signed) Peis, Master of FPP
(Countersigned) Matthiessen, District Captain
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Fire Brigade 21IV Hariburg, August 1, 1943

RE: Report of Air Atttck of July 28, 1943

From 10:30 p. m. on Juiy 27 till the alarm sounded at 12:22 a. m. of
July 28, Squ,d 21N had headquarters at Hammerbrookstr-asse 56, and
the units were in action at fire sites in Schulzweg, Repsoldstrasse,
Sonninstrasse, Hammerbi-ookstrasse, Schwabenstrasse, and Sachsen-
strasse. When the alarm sounded, Emergency Squad 2/IV, HFS 21a/iV
and HFS 22a/IV returned to Fire Station 6. The heavy brigade HFB23/IV,
and the Industrial Fire Squad, 25a/IV, remnained at previous fire sites in
order to hold down the fire.

The garrison of Fire Station 6 went to the air raid shL ter. As the enemy
planes approached, heavy Flak started up and then diminished very soon
afterward. The enemy planes dropped unusually large amounts of %ombs,
including fire and high explosive bombs of all sizes. As was usual, about
35 women and children from houses across the street occupied the air

raid shelter of Fire Station 6. The shelter rooms were jarred by he -,y
explosions in the neighborhood. The occupants, however, maintained
an exemplary calm.

Suddenly the Fire Watch, Staff Sergeant Gottschalk, came down from the
attic to report a fire. I went upstairs with him and saw that the roofs of
both the fire station and the garage were in flames. Also, the residential
houses across the street were aflame from roof to ground. They presented
a single sea of flames. Outside, a strong fire storm was already raging.
The doors of the garage flew open and burning, flake-like particles whirled
into the hall, accompanied by a strong shower of sparks. I immediately
gave orders: "All personnel or Fire Department and C. D. Police, into
the garage and fight the fire with C :ioses."

Two fire trucks were driven to the hydrant but, because the hydrants con-
tained no more water, were re-routed almost immediately to the auxiliary
water supply at the wharf. All this took place during the worsL part of
the air attack. It was barely possible to carry out fire fighting operations
because of the strong fire storm wind and the intense heat. At the be-
ginning 6f the operations, Captain Matthiessen and his men from the
Sector staff arrived from the air raid shelttr of Air Sector IV. The
Captain ordered the closing of the doors of the garage and the evacuation
of civilians from the air raid shelter of Fire Station 6. Or, further com-
mand from Captain Matthiesen. blankets were soaked with water and the
women, wrapped in these wet blankets, were led to thr wharf at Bill-
waerder Neuedeich. Other men had already set up pumps at auxiliary
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water supplies and were fighting the f-ires in residential houses along
Billwaerdcr Neuedeich. Also, long C hose lines were laid along both
sides of fillhorner Bruckenstrasse to make it possible for the Fire
i)ermrment and Cr D. Police personnel to rescue hundreds of people
from Lte shelte. s along the nearby streets. The rescuers and the people
"they were attempting to rescue were doused with a water spray from Ithe
C hoses, making possible safe passage through the enormcus heat and
the whirling rock dust. M1any air raid shelters were cleared of occupants
w-io were assembled at the wharf and thence transported out of the city.
During rescue operations, Captain Matthiesen received injuries to his

• right upper arm and shoulder by a falling beam. He had to lie down on a
stretcher for a while; but he later resumed his duty with iron determaination.

During the fire fighting operations 1 noticed that almost all the buildings
went up in flames almost immediately. Huge flames would leap up to the
sky and develop an enormous heat; in a comparatively brief time span,
the ou.•o- walls would collapse and the debris from them would fall into
the ba-eet, greatly hampering fire fighting operations. It should be noted
here that every t-an, regardless if attached to the Fire Department or
tne C. D. (Civil Defers-) Police, did his duty with great devotion. Do-
pite the intense heat and the rain of ashes, everyone lent a hand as
reeded. The persons who were rescued recognized their saviors in the
men from the Fire Departmea-t and C. D. Police.

(Signed) Wandel
Dist. Lt. of FPP
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E-iro~ iX -prtrnet - Divi-sion V Hambuirg. August 10, !SI4-3

SUM,1LAR"' REPORT

R~-arfng he esce fr Persons Buried A-kive or Tracmud by thie Firse byv
liemnbers ef Fire e)4partme~rn D~ivision V[

11;1jor L~flfler's Report

Du'ring the atltack nigN. of Julty 27/28, 194-3, 1 was wit-h m,- staff at flead-
quart ,ers of' Air Sector V in R itterst rasse. After the telephone con-nections
Were severed and t-he mc-torcycle inessengers repoeted tB-ht they CO'2! rd
longer get Ithrough because of the prevailing fire storm, I %vent on a. recon-
naissance trip on foote, accom,,anied by Dhistrict Lt. Jarre; mzy driver,
Sergeant Wegner; and two motorcycle messengers, Sezgeants S&-Ken andi
W6Lfflel. The fire storm had already begun to develop alen~g Rifters-trasse.
We donned our protective goggles and went first to Marienthalerstrasse.
Here it -was nearly impossible to pass; however, we put on ci:ur gas -masks
and ran on the double along the street. On. the way we gathered many

pe~ewho were wandering around scared 'to death, and broz-hi thm to
a safer place. I then dispersed the men accompanying me in different
directions, with orders to bring endangered persons to the Eilbecker
People's Park and to search C~ie cellars of endangered houses. In this
way, through our efforts, several hundred people were saved.

Because I had other tasks to carry out, I ordered mry men tc continue with
their rescue efforts, and I went to the Police Officers' School on Kibitz-
strasse at the corner of Ritterstrasse, where as expected, I found part of
my Second Unit. I wanted to lead these vericles by way of Wandsbecker-
chaussee to Wartenau where we would attack the conflagratiorn using wrater
from the Eilbecker Canal. I myself went ahead in a motorcycle sidecar.
Mly plan, however, proved almost impossible. The heat was so strong
that the floor mat in the sidecar s-iddenly caught on fire and when I threw
the burnii~g mat out, I sustained burns or, my neck.

We had to abandon the motorcycle, and -ushed ahead in closed vehicles.
across debris and past collapsing built rs. I ordered the unit into action
as intended and sent orders tn Local Headquarters that all available units
were to drive to Ejibecker Canal and mount attacks from there to the south,
especially from Luebeckerstrasse, Wandsbeckerchaussee and Uhiand-
strasse. Master SiP-ms directed the fire fighting operations at Wartenau/
Wandsbeckerchaussee. My First Unit, which was quartered at Fire
Station 5 in Freiligrathstrasse, had already gone into action on its own
and: under the leadership of Master Passenheim, was protecting the

2.38



e icL-di -of Fimt St-tre 5om e accss rs
"-r-edL 2aS we!" Z.3, S,!- XWV"s HOtMaE f& •Tbe •r-t'-ed C- i -
-No.. 2z' ander C=:inP tookar uoar :I,- thi-s -sask. 'janll agr-a dits-
tine tor T-his hrzer- rci-isin oro-ked eXss-i0ired wzie with- t-. _T
P'rmteection PODUC& far-ces-

s~ormAr timer~ later, a M-essagge 'nas eceirted :SZtaing :h&at fo--!bLUq
Po-Opse were rgedM that to remxrt .t.r;
ixriker was Ma fni-e, r .2 :hat tbe people were i.-- ot srfcatiOC. I

ndrermitely 'passed Meth ssage on to ne r badar-Lers anide pen c -e•r, 7-re

*the Co rm-azndr Cp! Iror-ized. C. 1). Drisior -No.. 29, Cacain Seasrmikat
nard sWith iaster m Panr of HFI 131YIt may o=rstoIalte te stock- of t pe sotpe-
tiono We cldirhed o~rer the heaps of pruins at Laidwehr Station aed mwith
con-si&erable difirl~,reached th~e hvtker-. 'rthe baiwTker was located ina
thad middle of tpoe fire storm. The woeeon access ramp oMas aflame. We
woriked our way through single file anp e dtaly reached t&- hunker.. Inside
the bDmk_ r i it was coJm-aratively cool art the air was still quie bearable.
WAe ma.e bei" rcnnds of the bara ker c nd reassured the occuants. TtheCr
calmed dowtn as .cair as tohew saw that ohey were stiAl ion coua i'e r the
outside world. We urged them o to a in thre bunsker; there oevas no
inz.-ediate danger.

This is only a et rt of my personal experiences. dhhe reimpassainireg units
up-der story command, witi whon I no longer had any direct cantact, woried
in a similar manner. On the whole, I may state tint thou sands 0! peorle
were saved from endangered streets and shelters by Di Fire Denartenut.
Up till now, we did not have torne to prepare detafled reports, because we
had more in ortant things to do and were on dita almost constantly dur-
ing the whole period.

District Lieutenant Jarre~s Report

At the beginning of the air attack of July 26/27, 194o3, 1 was at the Con -

mand Post of -Air Sector V with 'Major Lbffler. About one hour afer the
attack started, all telephone connections were severed, and motorcycile
messengers were directed to undertake reconnaissance trips. However,
they soon returned and explained that the streets were impassable because
of the fire storm conditions. Thereupon, Major L.6ffler and I decided to
make a personal inspection trip. We were accompanied '1:y Motorcycle
Messengers W5lffel and S6nksen and t-he Major's Driver Wegner (b)ut
without vehicle.,. The fire storm forced us at once to put on protective
goggles in order to be -:hle to sr c any-thing at all. I put on my gas mask
which I kept on for the duration of the fire storm.

Or, the street we kept meeting people who were wancering around aimlessly.
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1!So "hpm t ~ that _-H. L-FiffI of~ M5

x~c-r~.: !KTh-6r-- P&S CV=2C WWIc- 2 at~~- k d setm-rgEan

31-aseI fechA- (CEm of zbi 'h-Ortse aILy-e led ti-rn to tire pa~
Par-and :ou snt Pt-ae Chu-rch-c. Alsoo 1 _<-emed --nrr Crstr-S -_mern

aE'.MrzL- an :e flirce szwrm-z the wra-ý Ze thEese vro etpces of saf-ety.._~t*
dui- hk- raigith ! direesed rfront 200 to 250 per senrs ouit o.I th~e fire storn

2::c ro a safet- aaLe;aiuc-a 50 of the;Kse i r-csciee fromn siheltrS in heMises..

:7Sr- ais4E, a-sec~ uni-cefnt Too -Olae; a 55~a-oSmnand a

y'~~bo w~~ ~ere t-rying to rescue a mnof aitout 50, Wo had fainetedL
~... -- -he uncor.sciouss aLt_-s a~l___

m;irg or;ans. 'W'zer I ara-ivd' h hou-se %-as burning all ihe way
don o tIfs grotmnd flloor.. I werat and got a two-wheel carft which I had

E-e :Clstanding Urth ~*stne;( someI oiis-1tance away-. 1te boy and 1 aut tie muan
onto the car-, and zrartsjor-ted hi:m- to the Peoole~s Par-k. lie -was show-ing

~gsof l~ite before i e 1-t. 'h .n

:'Aa~szer Passenheirn and Sergeant K~rrer, upon leat-nixig from two Flak-t
g-jn soldie rs a*m -1, 000 people- -were travped in a bun~ker surrounded by
::-re, worked t~heir way to the bunker only to find that no danger exisz>,cd.
Thef :wo men urged all i'he pe-ople to remain in the bunker. By their

pre~ ean y rvigtote occupants of the bunker that they were
stili in contact with the outside world, thev we~-e able to calrn everyone

Brigade Captain Ludu ig and MXIaster Serkvýant Hardwig rescued two old
wormen from the Mlobs Hospital, they also returned many patients from
St. Mary's Hospital who had panicked and had run out into the street to
':ie hospital shelter and calmcd down the remaining patients.

Atster U-inge, Master Sergeant Lorenz and several men of ilFB 1 I /V

I)rouaht a iarae number of frail old people from +he Old F:olks Home
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111_4s-aý- S( -1 -Ca 1: 5.L Eý:r.ý :-_ a.E : .fZJ oigf C'ri-f zund =One t=:

E,'<2 :t! MA I-!V f(
,~ - ~ ~~o ~ecsir

-i hw f ~ --.- 7 ýr to a safer-

_q z Sa ET r Z:, V-frsat au of RthA ZI

spoc-f% -ad *21- '.5 P- r -a

~ bt-o~ ~r~i'to -4afe~s t

t,. Polick Sr_-r9,:a-tý A~z hS Tri-mn reszxe~t-d abhcik fifte-Cen perso;L-s,

1jr ---- & EI -r~:~oI:, iv aboas Silt.. pE-r-seos out of
'.*~i~ o~-~ ' -:~- ~a~ M:~d~-sseas w~i: as f"o t'ic-

Ip~ata Piaie Zt-Vl: cha-r" tro tHE- I~_er gz-Mzzir_-se

-~~ -.Se S0 aco& f( r-* :r fr a nn a i- raid sheIt e r on
L-aýýwehm a cre of -1nrienzi-alers'. i-asse and brougMh them to

.he i"Ucr at -eS5-Se

S(-rgeant P~an=`eramanr ;ýLok- d5own tkhe ýarnnf-tfi d'xor ~faair raid- shelter
L~b~cersraseanrT irouaigh the 25 occupants rie~ie oie

boSnk~er 21 1)sras .ar-uing the course of this o'tinhe carried a
wwounded z~oldie:-2 iL-±to the _-trtý-c- anid i-rned hi-m c-ver to ar Air Forc-e

Ib der Paseý .";'

MaE~~~_' P!ss "!hi. organiz~ n csn of :vr :n e'bn-t'S in f on; of an
air raii She"tE-r ~.%rIt ir. '%ar:4C-ruiale!-s-tras~s4e b; mczorizAd pLmt i:,,ad,
enabling the 70 of-.Upents Of the shelter to get oat and intro the strt-Et where
Master Passenhcimir directed them to a less nct.:so.

Sergan Tonbi b-ui17pso tsafety ~to h fire Ctor.
the area. of Mittel-, Ritter-, Minhar-and asbootrs.

Aside from the above cite'J cases, which we-re for the mnost part. grour,actiods, numerous single rescues were- effected by many memnbers ofFire Division V.

Mnajor of FPP and Chief, Division V

241



Err~ -~r~-nt- Iisiý !ab-urg, Septemoner 3, 194-3

Ka-,xrri-cv - on ii* 5-%(Yr "Major Air- ttac-ks on 11ambur~

t- -s etrernely diffic-ut for fi rU-e fighting un.ts to reach the damaged
ar--as --nra- . of Ehe stre - i were impassabl- firucase of bomb
:.e--e, deobris, low hLangig w. ' ,-s, roor visihility due to the dense
sztok.:: and showers of svarks).

"7he form-ation of a sper-cilz unit f,.,: clearing z-treetL- and posting guards at
l-a.rr poinns is suggested.

Assi,_gnment of duties within the ur'. s functioned very well. Orders were
:ransmizzed by motorcycle messeris.rs. However, the heavy motorcycles
aad difficult in geeting through becnuse of the debris in the streets.

iz is suggested that messengers be - uipped with light motorcycles and
bicycles.

.10 many .e-* ica_ lary durig a... after the second air attack, fire
fighting activities were not initiated ai-.il numerous rescue operations had
been completed. The following observations are made concerning these
rescue operations: (1) four-story residential houses burned to the ground
wvithin 30 minutes; (2) when, because of the fire, the heat of the air raid
shelters was too great or the smoke too heavy, Lhe people left the shelter
willingly and quickly, even though the fire storm was raging outside;
'3) however, if conditions in The shelter were bearable, many hesitated
to leave, and others flatly refused to go out into the street. Many had to
be led out of endangered cellars by force.

In the fire storm, countless people were picked up and, either singly or
in small groups, were led or taken to open spaces or to safe buildings.
At times the heat in the streets was so intense in certain places that one
could only advance after lying down for a while with one's face on the
pavement. This was especially true in the vicinity of I-lammerlandstrasse
and Eiifestrasse, where jet-like flames were observed.

It is recommended that larger quantities of water be stored in shelters
to satisfy the occupants' thirst, to wet blankets and cloths, and to fight
fires. Firewall breakthroughs in the cellars should not be walled up,
but rather should be equipped with fireproof doors. Rescue would be
facilitated and spread of fire wculd be prevented if the doors could be
closed after the occupants leave.
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During fire fighting operations it was observed that many doors in burn-
ing buildings were locked, that the attics had not been cleared of rummage,
that wooden partitions in attics had not been removed, and that coal and
other fuels were stored in attics.

Complete and absolute clearing out of any flammable materials from
attics should be mandatory: blackout materials, curtains and drapes
should be removed from all windows; these materials often facilitated
the spread of fire.

Water had to be obtained from independent water sources at long distances
"away from the fire sites which required a great amount of hose. Shortage

* of hose material was evident everywhere.

More hose material should be allocated to units, brigades and squads.
All fire vehicles should be equipped with durable hose bridges. Per-
sonnel must be made available quickly for refilling of emptied water
storage tanks. More of the large water storage tanks should be installed.

There was a shortage of gasoline everywhere after the many hours of un-
interrupted fire fighting activity.

It is suggested that gasoline reserves on the various fire vehicles be
increased.

Because of the long stretches of duty, hunger and thirst among the crews
were great.

It is suggested that all units be equipped with field kitchens to guarantee
food and drink for the crews. 'Iron rations" should be issued to all crew
members.

It was often impossible to endure the fire storm without some eye pro-
tection. Men who did not wear protective goggles, suffered severe eye
inflammations. Applying cocaine proved useless. Rinsing with boric
acid solution and the use of eye ointment was more effective.

Every man should be equipped with protective goggles, and some asbestos
helmets should be carried on the vehicles. When protective goggles are
not available, ga.•, masks are very helpful. A medical orderly should
accompany each unit to dispense eye drops.

Many fires flared up again affer they had been extinguished. One reason
for this was the presence of phosphorus. The other reason was the fact
that the firemen had no time to clean up cne fire site before going to
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another site, and the Self-Protection forces for clean-up work and as
fire watches were seldom present after the second attack.

Special clean-up commandos should be available to take over the clean-
uD of extinguished fire sites where Self-Protection forces are not available.

The Plant Civi1 Defense forces proved their worth in many cases.
Equipping them with portable fire extinguishers was an excellent idea.

It would be most advantageous to put Plant Civil Defense units in certain
fire sectors under the command of the Fire Department, in the interest
of smoother cooperation.

Messages were received frequently at the Command Posts that here and
there hundreds of people were in danger. It often turned out that these
messages were either, greatly exaggerated or else completely fabricated,
and were just a maneuver of the message originator to obtain fire fighting
forces for "his" house.

It is recommended that personnel be dispatched only after verification of
messages. When going into action in other parts of the city, unit com-
manders often searched in vain for command posts. Often, none were in
existence or else could not be found.

Command posts in the demarcated damage areas should be set up imme-
diately and should be plainly marked.

The questions asked by the Commandant of the Security Police 'can be
answered as follows, based on testimony of noncoms and men of the Fire
Protection Police, who were active at crucial points during the air attacks,
and who came into constant contact with the population:

1. It was observed at several points that the dropping of high explosive
bombs was followed immediately by phosphorus and stick firebombs at the
same site. For example, Fire Truck LF 25/36 of the Second Emergency
Unit was hit by seven fire sticks at the corner of Horst Wesselstrasse
and Wolfshagen and two phosphorus bombs fell in the immediate vicinity
of the vehicle. At Eilbeckerweg, along a distance of no more than 1000
meters, about 10 to 12 fire sticks each were dropped at intervals of about
10 to 15 meters apart. This observation was made af+er clearing the
street to a width of about five meters.

2. There were no discernible pauses between the dropping of the .rari-
ous kinds of bombs.
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3. Fire Brigades ll/V, 12/V1. and 14/V began noticing sizeable fires
about eight to fifteen minutes after the bombs feil, apd they fought these
fires at once. No forces, other than Fire Department units, were fight-
ing fires at this early stage. When the bombs had stopped falling, plant
civil defense crews and Hitler Youth fire fighting units were observed in
action at several sites.

4. It was observed thai the fires developed into conflagrations within
a time span of about 25 minutes. Four -story houses, starting to burn at
the roof, wrre often burned completely out within a half hour.

5. One sergeant reported: "I had the impression that the fire storm
was kindled suddenly by the dropping of a special fire agent or by the
presence of gases. "

6. A brigade captain observed that about two minutes after a site had
been hit by explosive bombs, a shower of phosphorus was noticed at the
same spot. He learned from a soldier that this was a case of phosphorus
bombs with barometric ignition, which detonate above the ground. De-
tailed obstrvations are not available.

7. Nothing can be reported here about the behavior of the population
in air raid shelters. All our forces were in the shelters only for very
short periods of time.

8. During rescue operations, the same observation was made every-
where: If the heat in the air raid shelters was intense or if strong smoke
had developed, the people left the shelter willingly, even to go out into the

fire storm. Many people had fainted and had to be carried out.

(Signed) L6ffler
Major of FPP and Division Chief
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Brigade Sergeant Denker
FFS 1,o/V Hamburg, August 28, 1943

Experience Report on Drive from Quarters in Hornerlandstrasse 380
to Air Sector V During the Attack Night of July 27/28, 1943

Because the telephone lines went down right away after the attack began,
I went by bicycle to Air Precinct 56 to establish communications with Air
Sector V to get a report of the situation, and to establish a water supply
line. Since I was not able to establish communications at the Precinct
either, I went by car across Hamburgerstrasse, Washingtonallee,
Sieveringsallee, and Ritterstrasse, back tP Air Sector V Headquarters.
On the way fleeing persona repeatedly tried to stop our vehicle. I noticed
several incidents of people salvaging their furniture. Major fire fighting
efforts were not observed anywhere along the way.

The bombs had stopped falling by the time we started back. After report-
ing to Air Sector V, I started my return trip via Schwarzestrasse, Horst
Wfesselstrasse, and Hammerlandstrasse. It was difficult to get through
because of the debris in the streets. The fire storm had begun raging in
full force. Many people sought shelter in Ohlendorf Park on Horst
Wesselstrasse. Between Horst Wesselstrasse and Harnmerweg, groups
of people were wandering about aimlessly. My vehicle was practically
taken away by force. It was most difficult to go on. Near Hammerweg,
people were lying in the street. We got out to save them. Suddenly, an
enormous number of jet flames formed along the length of Landstrasse,
from which I tried to escape by running ahead. The driver escaped to
Horst Wesselstrasse by turning the vehicle around. The fire storm had
turned into a hurricane. There was no smoke, only jet flames and heavy
showers of sparks. While running I could barely make out single per ons
and groups of people stumbling around moaning. I i.epeatedly saw people
lying on the pavement. The heat in Hammerlandstrasse was unbearable.
One lens of my protective goggles cracked and fell out. There was prac-
tically no air to breathe. I ran till I was exhausted. In Rumpfweg I saw
some people sitting down. Instinctively I threw myself in their direction.
Some of the people had fallen down lifelessly. The people sitting down
were moaning apathetically and did not respond to my calls. I lay down
at the curb with my steel helmet against the wind and hid my face and
hands in my cap. Every so often I had to put out the fire that started to
burn my clothing. Next to me sat a husky young man. I kept putting out
the fire on his clothing too. The shortage of oxygen became more serious.
The fire storm lasted about 1-1/2 hours. I sucked the oxygen right from
the pavement, The latter got so hot after a while that I developed blisters
on my nose and windpipe and on my knees. Despite strenuous efforts, I
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was not able to save the li1e of the many lying right next to me. All the
people lying near me died. The clothing of the women caught fire, so
that they were naked in a very short time. Death was apparently caused
by suffocation and hcat stroke. The dehydration of the body was terrific.
At about 5 a. m., I worked myself bac.k to Horst Wesselstrasse.

(Signed) Denker
Brigade Sergeant
FFS 12b/V

* Note: Denker zdded to me that he apparently lost consciodsness repeatedly
but kept coming to at intervals.

(Signed) L6ffler
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Fire Departrient Section VI Hamburg, August 10, 1943

RE: Report About the Major Air Attacks on Iiamburg of July 24/25,
27/28, 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943

1. Attack of July 24/25, 1943

During the attack, of the approximately 150 reported fires in the area of
Section VI, :'7 were fought by Fire Deparfment personnel and forces of

the Ifidustrial Civil Defense, Expanded Self-Protection, and Party Volun-
t.er Fire Units, Leubeck Fire Department units, and units of Motorized
Division 29.

The following are given special mention as major fire sites: the Barmbeck
Hospital, the Nursing Homc-s in f vehoffstrasse and Obera itenallee, as
well as several defense plants in Alten Teichweg.

Thd water supply was adequz.'e and the messenger service worked fault-
lessly. On the day following the atiack, all available forces took part in
afterhosing operations. The Second Emergency Unit was assigned to
Eimsbuettel for this pur:,ose.

The log .and personnel roster were maintained during this attack, albeit
under great difficulties.

2. Attack of July 27/28, 1943

in this attack, several old fire sites received bomb hits. Added to these
were about- 140 new fire sites, of which only 32 could be fought in an or-
ddrly hianner; the remaining fires had to be left unattended.

Aside from our own fire department forces, volunteer fire fighting units
of the neighboring communities, of Motorized Division 29, and of the
Armed Forces as well as squads from Berlin were put into action. Early
in the attack, municipal water supply lines failed completely, so that the
independent sources of water had to be utilized.

Communications with the units were impeded by the loss of most telephone
lines; motorcycle messengers had to be used.

Noteworthy large fires were as follows: the Carpenter Shop Fette at
Vogelweide, the Rubber and Asbestos Works Tretorn, the Hamburg Mu-
nicipal Gas Works in Weidestrasse, the Gathering Station for the Home-
less at the Uferstrasse School, the Barmbeck Hospital, and several
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large blocks of residential houses. The school at Uferstrasse 10 and the
Public Baths at Lerchenfeld, as well as several pavilions at Barmbeck
Hospital, were saved from complete destruction by fire.

Captain Daehling was detailed to Altona as a replacement and was mor-
tally wounded by shrapnel from a high explosive bomb.

3. Attack of July 29/30, 1943

During this attack, the area of the Section was severely hit. Many streets
were blocked due to bomb craters and debris from collapsed buildings;
thus tie fires could be reached only by traveling long distances and the
fire fighting operations were greatly delayed. All telephone connections
were disrupted. During a lull in. ihe attack, attempts were made to notify
the units by motorcycle messengers that they should go into action on
their own initiatve. A special focus point could not be arrived at because
almost 60 percent of the area of the section had been heavily bombed.
During the attack, the Section H. Q. building was hit by firebombs and all
members of the Fire Department present at the Section H. Q. were or-
dered to fight the ring of burning buildings around the H. Q. building; in

this way, the building was saved.

The Deputy section Chief, along with his automobile and driver, became
casualties due to burns suffered on the way to Group East headquarters
to make a report and to survey the situation.

Requested reinforcements did not arrive for several hours. Because
several vehicles and some equipment were destroyed, fire fighting opera-
tions were possible only near open water sources. The deployment of
complete units and the piloting of out-of-town forces could not be carried
out because of the debris in the streets and the fire storm raging inthe
area. Fuel supplies could be obtained only under the most severe
difficulties.

No food was offered at all during the first day, and even on the two sub-
sequent days, there was not nearly enough food to go around.

4. Attack of August 2/3, 1943

On the fourth attack day, the section was hit again, particularly in th -
vicinity of the Municipal Gas and Electricity Works and in areas where
the buildings were still standing, e. g., along the streets of Hofweg, Bach-
strasse, Hamburgerstrasse, and Osterbeckstrasse. Fire Department
Section VI personnel and units of the Armed Forces were active. Com-
munication and water supply problems were similar to what they were
during the precious attack.
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~n'efounrth at irac' cia-. the a,- inci.Eiriad lCit:il VLrcinse7 znd Self-
I'rotfo~rces ex-e tremntlb fzw m number, On. the following days

and in *,:I.'e-eet ae ;s';. .- rations were andi ar? beinz carr-te±
out h. c,'ir ownd !o'eS r Y Lflktc iu;Ahrsections anm;til~e Arm ed
Forces.

The Emergency SmzaI wecre assigned to recov-er bodies aft;?r each of the

ISigned) 11Nh s re-
CnI..iz- of-- Fire Department Section V1
Dijstrict I.A. of' Fire Protection Poli;ce-
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LFB 1/V1 Hamburg, August 23, 1943

E•cverience Re-port on the Air Attacks of July 25 to August 3, 1943

1. Storage oi fuel materials in attics proved to be very detrimental to
the succes of the fire fighting opverations. It would be most advisable to
absolutely prohibit the -toring of futel in attics.

2. Because of failure of telephone connections, transmission of orders
by messengers was required; this greatly delayed operations and caused

* loss of control. The brigade had to find the fire sites on its own.

3. Parkcing of fire vehicles in narrow streets during air alarms is not
recommended because of the great fire danger. The vehicles should be
wurked in open scuares or on wide streets and there should be an inter-
val of at least 60 m,..:rs between vehicles.

4. When one squad at a time is assigned to a fire site after the munic-
ipal water line fails, there are usually siot enough B hoses available to
lay lines to distanf water s,.rces and fight the fire. During the attack
days, focr to six additional B hoses per squad should have been av-ailable.

(Signed) Kaehler
Master of FPP
LFB 11/VI
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iF B i2zI la izg.. August 23, 1943

Exeren-ieýc Ifevor- on A•t irities Duaring the Air Raids fronB Ju!y 26 to

Auu.st 3. !P43, and the Days Follotyring

I. Par-king of Fire Vehicles During Attacks

Wuring an a-tta- , 'he parking of fire v'tehicles in narrow streets or in
yards is .-Olt recommended because of t-he danger of fire storm. Tine
v-ehicles should be parked spaced far apart on ocen squares or in broad

L Lres.

2. Transmission of Orders

Because of destruction of telephone lines, transmission of orders by
phone was not possible. The Brigade went to work on their ow.n repeat-
edly at fires in puablic buildings, schools, churches, or defense plalt s.

Ln these cases, the Brigade tried to notify ithe Sector Hi. Q. by messenger.

3. Water Supply and Equipping of FLre Vehicles with Hoses

Because of destruction of the municipal water system, the squads were
not equipped with sufficient hose material so that either another squad
had to be called to the fire site, or else double the usual amount of B
hoses had to be carried.

4. Hose Bridges

The number of hose bridges available was not nearly sufficient, especially
in streets with a lot of traffic. A guard had to be posted continuously to
direct traffic around hose lines. The removal of paving stones was not
always possible and was impcactical in streets with streetcar tracks.
Makeshift hose bridges were used in some places, but because of heavy
traffic they were either torn apart or else were moved arouncd, so that a
considerable number of hoses was bad]y damaged, which greatly impeded
fire fighting operations.

5. Training of Fire Watches

rhe training and preventive measures taken by fir - watches were often
very deficient. Entrance gates and doors in buildi-gs were locked; ih-
formation about stored supplies and methods of attacks could not be pro-
vided; and the locations of gas shut-off valves were not knowvn.

(Signed) Sievers, Master of FPP
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Exotnerene R&-or-,

Cc-m-ncazicn-s were god All telep&.ne cortrzectr-ons were ooerra!Ae.
.Squad iHFB 22WV! was ordered± by Air. Sector V! Y-ia telepibore to gc to

VoLersrfersasse. Cm. arr-^al, we foeu.r- LFB 21!%I already a, *_he
.-"ire i��e and able to fig.t zz.* fir-E witho- t our he4.. I therefore ordered

"Squads A and B of my brigade in.to acztion at Hamburgerst-ra-,se and
" Sch.talenbeckerstrasser, res.ective!y, and informed Sector VI of rtw

action b-" teleenione. LWuring the ffre fightLng 3zperation at Hamburger-

stra.sse a high explosive bomb detonated about S0 meters away from the
hose truck and al the B hoses were riddled by bomb fragmients. I
tmmediately sen-t for some B hoses from B Squad in Sci malenbecker-
strasse. With these hoses the fire tighting was restarted almost without
de!aY. The water supply from the hydrants was satisfactory. The re-

quested reinforcements did not arrive. AfIterhosing operations at the
two sites were soon taken over by the Volunteer Fire Department. In
the afternoon, we were in action in Eimsbuettel. The municipal water
supply soon gat e out and a long hose line had to be laid to the i-ebeck
Canal to obtain water. The telephone lines remained open.

Air Attack on July 27/28, 1943

Squad A was disetched to the conflagration at the resLdccntial block of
Flotowstrasse and Frah.-Iieinstrasse. The municipal water supply was
out of commission so the necessary water was taken from the public
baths on Bartholomaeusstrasse. The Army, the Party, and the Self-
Protection fire units all received water from our Fire Truck 25. Squad
B operated at Barmbeck Hospital. The requested reinforcements arrived
with a hose truck. The necessary water supply was taken from the water
storage tank at the Fuhlsbuettelerstrasse Hospital. The transmission of

messages by motorcycle messengers was satisfactory. At the damage
site in Flotowst-asse, the Self-Protection forces were both very active
and helpful.

Air Attack on July 29/30, 1943

The transmission of orders by telephone and messenger broke down com-
pletely; the same was true of the municipal water supply. During the
alarm the Brigade went on its own initiative to the conflagration in the
block surrounded by Hufnerst-asse, IIufnertwiete, Roggenkamp, and
Poppenhusenstrasse. A terrific fire storm was raging so that we had
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ge difftralhy getting riie koses to, the Waer lxst of thez bonbts dropped,

Be. c~ase gof a flttire t~eFPie Lt.nck of s~a 1 W-.5 difficult to
oao tftte fiire storm-. We wer-e _a_,ccxssfu1I in etagus~hing tire

fir~s on- t-P4r Yýhicles a-nd in mo-Ditug the fiAre figlttiMz 2tt2c_. Sqad B
tlutk.k Mar- Errs!a~n furniture- anTd household goods-. Afternosing opera-
~ions m-re taken oaer later by out-of-town units. The quarters of HFB

221%! at f.ineretsse 53 aas totll~y destroyed by high explosive and
ri--e LJa robs.

Ai- Attack on August 213. 1943

Orders were received for the Brigade to work out of Fire Station 10. The
two squads were active at Hamboldtstrasse and Herderstrasse, resruec-
ti~ve). Water was taken from the sewer system at Schenckendorfstrasse
and flefwegkanal. Orders were transmitted by messenger to and from
Fire ,tation 10. Squad B wa. active later on at the Brucknerstrasse
Scu:oo! and at the residential block at Genslerstrasse. The SeHf-Protection
forccs assisted energeticalljy at the Htumboldtstr-asse fire site.

During the attack, two meminrs of th.e Civil Defense Police rece.-'ed
burns on both hands and on the face. Both fire trucks were in use during
the attacks and were always in good repair.

(Signed) Junge
Master of Fire Protection Police
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Fire -katrnetet Division011 Haabarg-'Wandsbek, August 14, 1ýi43

RE: Supplemen to Experience Report of Lt. Hoehse on the LDstruction
of Fire St2tion Wandsbek by hIigh E•p~osive Bombs on July 30, 1943
at 12:30 a. m.

S On Juby 30, 1943, at about 12:30 a. rn., a high explosive bomb detonated
in the garage of the Wandsbek Fire Station. it destroyed the fire station,
flatte.ned tihe walls and shattered the ceiling of the air raid shelter which
was located on the lot next door to the fire station. In this incident, ten
members of the Civil Defense Police and one Hitler Youth were killed.
Also, two men were seriously injured. A few crewmen were slightly
wounded; these are back on duty at this date. Details are given below.

i. The Fire Station was a -massive building, had a wooden roof and a
heavy wood beam ceiling. It had a built-in hose room and one hose tower;
only the heating furrace was housed in the basement. An air raid shelter
had been fixed up in the neighboring building at Hirschstrasse 4 for the
crews of HFB 131X and Squads l/X and E-1X. Previously during the
war, an entrance from the garage of th- fir- station to the shelter in the
cellar had been constructed. An emergency exit from the shelter led to
the yard of Hirschstrass, 4. The cellar had a concrete ceiling 10 cm
thick; also a 10 cm thick concrete ceiling existed between the ground
floor and the second floor. In 1942, the cellar had been further rein-
forced by the addition of exterior walls and girders.

2. During the air attack of July 29/30, 1943, twenty-three persons
were present in the shelter, including three civilians. The members of
the Volunteer Fire Department Wandsbek, Westphal and Link, had left
Wandsbek prior to the attac A list of persons present in the shelter is
included in the appendix to this report.

The Fire Truck 25/3. 401 and three motorcycles were parked in the
garage. The Hook-and-Ladder Truck 26/306 and the Police Car No.
16910 were parked in the yard along with the personal motorcycle of the
fallen Sergeant Krager. The hose truck S 4. 5/156 was standing in readi-
ness on the corner of Hirschstrasse and Bleicherstrasse so that in case
of a major air attack on Wandsbek, a hose line could be laid at once
from the Wandse to the water storage basin in Schlossstrasse. The fire
engines of HFB 13/X were parked on Bleicherstrasse, and they were
driven safely out of the fire area during the attack by Lt. Hoehse, Master
Kroeger and Master Sergeant Ahrens.
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3. At 12:30 a. in., on July 30, the Fire Station was severely damaged
u-7 a.hi.gh explosive bomb which detonated right in front of the entrance to
ithe air. raid shelter. The fire station and the factory next door to Hirsch-
strasse 4 co!laDsed. 'The roof, walls and other debris of the fire station
and factory all fell on the west side of the shelter and buried the crew
members sitting on that side. The eastern part of the shelter was not
,nage(! quite so seriously, so that the people located on that side were
only slightly injured and were able to get to the outside through still ex-
isting openings. Another high explosive bomb fell about 10 meters north
of the Fire Station and destroyed several of the surrounding buildings.
it is very likely that this bomb also contributed t'o the further destruction
of the Fire Station. Aside f.om the above mentioned high explosive bombs,
phosphorus and stick firebombs also fell onto the fire station. Six barrels
filled with fuel, which were provided for reserve purposes, were hit by
bomb fragments, and the fuel ran out and ignited. As a consequence, a
large fire developed in which the vehicles that were parked there (hose
truck, hook-and-ladder truck and motorized fire engine) were set on fire
and burned. The motorcycles had already been completely destroyed by
the high explosive detonation.

'. At the start of rescue operations, fourteen men were buried under
the debris. The Hitler Youth Doering was able to escape and he notified
Unit Commander Jungnickel in the Johannisstrasse Bunker, who imme-
diately rushed to the fire station with the Squad HFB 1o2I/X. Jungnickel
assigned one squad to fight the fire; it was reinforced by five men of HFB
13/X under the command of Brigade Sergeant Karow who had sought shel-
ter under the Wandse Bridge during the attack. The rescue operations
were begun immediately.

Master Sergeant Auer was also able to escape from the shelter on his own
and was the first to report the incident to District Captain Hoeltje -t the
Sector Hteadquarters Wiithoefftstrasse 5. Lt. Hoehse was immediately
assigned by the Captain to take over the rescue operations and other mea-
sures at the fire station. Master Kroeger was assigned to him as his
assistant with instructions to remove the vehicles which were not burning
vet at Bleicherstrasse from the fire area. This was accomplished.

Squad 12a/X under Squad Leader Monk and five men of 13/X (Brigade
Sergeant Karow, Sergeants Carstens, Mondry, Soltau and Meyn) were the
first to go into action. Squad 12b/X was ordered by Lt. Hoehse to rescue
the trapped persons. Eight members of the Fire Department and three
civiliins wevre recovered from the shelter with only minor injuries. Four
members of the Fire Department were recovered severely wounded and
icn wcre brought out dead. Of the four seriously injured, Sergeant Lube
(il.d on the day of the rescue.
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As mentioned above, tlose taking part in the action included all of Squad
12a/X and five men of -,3/X, as well as the crews of Brigades ll/X,
21!X, and 231X not needed at other fire sites. Thus sufficient forces
were available to rescue the buried people. A repair squad had been re-
quested immediately on reporting to the Sector. However, because
sufficient forces were on hand, the repair squad was not used. Not till
the evening of July 30, were the firemen relieved by a brigade of the
Repair Service who took over the remaining rescue and clean-up operations.

Sergeant Bruns was the first one to be rescued alive at abou 5:30 a.m.
He was taken to the County Hospital in Oldesloe, and is back on duty at

" this tin.e. While Bruns was rescued from below, on the eastern side of

the cellar, similar rescues were not possible afterward because a major
slide of the debris took place on that side. From about 6 a. m. on, res-
cue work could only proceed from above the shelter. At 8 a. m., five
dead bodies, those of Sergeants Kraus, Koch, Krueger, Klaewer, and
Master Sergeant Burschel, were recovered. At 10 a.m., Sergeant
Naefken was rescued alive. Naefken was taken to the Oldesloe County
Hospital and is on the way to recovery. He suffered severe head injuries
and both shin bones were crushed. At around noon, Sergeant Lube was
brought outalive; however, he succumbed to severe internal injuries at
County Hospital Old, sloe later that same day. At 2 p.m., Sergeant
Bohlen was recovered. He was taken to Oldesloe Hospital with a skull
fracture, a severe concussion and injuries to his left tibia. He is still
in critical condition at the time of this writing; however, the physician
believes that, unless complications arise, he will recover.

At about 8 p. m., Fireman Warnholz and Hitler Youth Werner Mueller
were recovered dead. The three remaining men, Brigade Sergeant
Johannsen and Firemen Schneider and Becker could not be recovered un-
til the morning of July 31. All were dead. On the same day, the 31st,
the next-of-kin of the dead and seriously injured were notified by Chief
Brigade Leader Meyer of Fire Division X.

Relief forces arrived steadily for the rescue operations. Amongst these,
the volunteer fire units of Luetjensee and Stapelfeld particulary distin-
guished themselves. Also, a fire fighting unit from Luebeck deserves
special mention for distinguished effort. The fallen men were first buried
in a common grave in Tonndorf; however, on August 18, according to the
wishes of the families, they were transferred to single graves in Tonndorf,
and the Rahlstedt men were buried in Rahlstedt.

(Signed) Hoeltje
District Captain
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LFB 21/B Hamburg, August 22, 1943

RE: Experiences During the Fire Storm Occurring at the Major Air
Attacks on Hamburg

The fire storms during the major air attack of July 27/28, were so strong
at Beim Strohhause, that civilians' head coverings were torn off. I did
not see people actually being thrown down by the storm; however, the
storm had such velocity that it took all one's strength and effort to remain
upright.

The one important fact to be reported is that the narrower the street, the
greater the intensity of the storm. There was no definite wind direction;
rather, there were whirls of wind. Strong branches, even thick trees
were uprooted and thrown onto the street.

Visibility was very poor because of the blowing fire. I saw civilians who
had put on their gas masks and had removed the filter in order to protect
their eyes. Protective goggles are an absolute necessity in cases of this
kind.

(Signed) Kretschmann
Brigade Leader
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Fire Department Division X Harmburg -Wandsbek, August 10, 1943

RE: Report About the Major Air Attacks on Hamburg of July 24/25,
21/28, 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943

1. Commitment of Forces

a. First Attack

During the first attack, all three emergency units of Division
X, with all fire vehicles, were ready for action. Right at the beginning
of the attack, the public telephone lines went down as did the internal
fire department line to the First Emergency Unit. In the attack, Wandsbek
from Hoistenstrasse to Horst Wesselstrasse, including Kesslersweg, was
hit, with heaviest destruction occurring near the Market Place. The
brigades of the First Emergency Unit went into action on their own initia-
tive. It had been decided before the attack that in case the telephone lines
should fail, and provided that no damage had occurred in the country dis-
tricts of Sector X, Emergency Brigades 2/X arid 3/X should go to the
Sector in Wandsbek without receiving special orders. These units there-
fore went into action independently at Feldstrasse, Wendeinuthstrasse,
Reserve Hospital V Gartenstadt, Schlossstrasse, and Luebeckerstrasse.
They sent messengers to the Sector immediately in order to report their
actions. The transmission of messages by motorcycle and bicycle mes-
sengers went without a hitch during the first night. Reconnaissance was
carried out by the messengers as planned. In addition, the Division
Chief and the Unit Captains themselves undertook exploration trips.
During the attack, reconnaissance from the tower of the Sector building
was carried out by the Division Chief.

During the course of the night, additional forces from Stormarn County
and other outlying localities, such as Schneverdingen, Hadeln and Ploen,
were used. All volunteer fire units of the sector were alerted by messen-
gers and put into action without exception. Many houses were saved from
destruction during this attack; e. g., the Stormarnhouse, the Freight
Station Wendemuth and many residential houses suffered only attic or
roof fires. Only a small number of the motorized fire engines of the
industrial plants such as Draeger Works, Hanseatic Publishing Company,
and Bauer & Schaurte, and of the fire engines of the Party were noted to
be active.

The water supply obtained from the Wandse was sufficient during this
attack night. The focus point for the water supply was the water storage
basin in Schlossstrasse. Refilling was accomplished by eight B lines
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from the Wandse. At times, seven motorized fire engines were working
here. Right from the beginning of the attack the water pressure in the
municipal water line was very low so that the independent water supply
had to be used to fight the fires. Toward evening, the volunteer fire units
were dismissed. The crews of Fire Division X worked through the night
and the following day. On July 25, at noon, Emergency Unit 1/X received
orders to move to Sector II.

b. Second Attack

During the second attack, the First Emergency Unit in Wands-
bek was on alert. The Division Chief and the Emergency Units 2/X and
3iX were ordered to go to Group East territory. While, during the first
attack, only the center of Wandsbek around the Market Place had been hit,
the attack area during the second attack spread to Marienthal and East
Wandsbek. Among others, the Hospital, the Douaumont Barracks, the
Hermann Goering Barracks, the Freight Station, the Reichardt Works,
and the Draeger Works, up to and including Wiesenstrasse, were hit.
The First Emergency Unit immediately went into action, and the out-of-
town forces had to be used. The Volunteer Fire Unit of Sector X arrived
immediately and received their orders from Fire Division X. At 3:25 a. m.,
five brigades from Luebeck arrived to help. One unit from Berlin took over
the fire site at Wandsbek Hospital. Two units from Luebeck were piloted
to the Group West area. The Volunteer Fire Department from the 80-km
Zone was put into action in the same way. During this night, the Fifth
Reserve Hospital burned down, as well as the Stormarnhouse.

Because of failure of the telephone lines, all orders and messages had to
be transmitted by motorcycle and pedestrian messengers. During this
attack night, many of the fires turned into conflagrations. The municipal
water supply failed completely, so that water storage basins and the
Wandse had to be used exclusively. The arriving out-of-town forces were
assigned from Headquarters, while the local fire fighting forces went to
work independently at the main fire sites. Toward evening of the 28th,
the out-cf-town forces were withdrawn and dismissed, while the fire
fighting forces of Fire Division X remained at the fire sites. The Units
2/X and 3/X assigned to Group East were active in Sectors IV and VI,
respectively, during the early morning of July 28. Unit 2/X had estab-
lished a collection point in Schmilinskystrasse, while Unit 3/X saw action
at Vogelweide/Holsteinischer Kamp in Sector VI. During this attack night,
Jenfeld and Barbuettel had also been hit. However, no fire fighting forces
could be spared to be sent there.
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c. Third Attack

At the sound of the alarm, at midnight,. the three units were
in readiness, exhausted, but undiminished. Right at the beginning of the
attack, Squad HFB 13/X was out of the picture because of 4. direct hitto
the Wandsbek Fire Station. At the same time, the fire -department tele-
phone lines at Division Headquarte-s failed, so that orders and messages
could be transmitted only by motorcycle and pedestrian messengers. At
1:16 a. m., the Police Headquarters in Witthoefftsstrasse and Horst,
Wesselstrasse were hit by firebombs. These two buildings had been un-
damaged up till then, and two brigades of Unit 2 were immiiediately sent to

"* fight the fires.

The Iuilding in Witthoefftstrasse was greatly endangered by the flames
leaping out of the Railro~ad Hotel; at the same time, the flames from the
rear building of the Police Department leaped toward the front bililding,
which had been safe until then.

During this attack, too, the volunteer fire units went into action at once
at Wandsbek. On the other hand, the fire engire s of the industrial plants
and the party were completely absent from the fire sites. Only the
Hanseatic Publishing Company and the Hauenschild Company fought the
fires in their own plants.

Surveillance during this night was extremely difficult, because a general
and widespread conflagration had developed in Wandsbek. At 3:40 a. m.,
the following message was issued by'the Division Chief to Group East:
"Conflagration in Wandsbek from Holstenstrasse to Nordmarkstrasse.
Five emergency units needed,"

During this attack night, the first out-of-town assistance was rendered by
the Second Company of the Luebeck Fire Department, which was put into
action on the periphery of Wandsbek in Bramfelder and Lesserstrasse.
In this attack, the Stormarnhouse and Fifth Reserve Hospital were on fire
again. Both buildings were saved. The Hlitler Youth Hostel and the
Hermann Goering School, where food supplies wer'e stored, was also
saved. The brigades themselves had already started rescue operations.
During this attack, the towns of Farmsen, Bramfeld and Rahlstedt were
also partially damaged.

Water supply had to be taken from the Wandse and from open water stor-
age basins. By quick, courageous action at the North German Yeast
Plant, large amounts of alcohol were saved from burning up. Several
fire vehicles were hit by bombs. Also, ten Civil Defense Policemen and
one Hitler Youth were killed.
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d. Fourth Attack

When the fourth attack started, three emergency units zto-,ed
ready for action, albeit in a much weakened and exhausted condition. The
attack this time did not hit Wandsbek directly, but only the periphery.
Only small damage was sustained in Farmsen and Tonndorf. The out-of-
town units went into action immediately upon arrival, so that fire damage
was limited to a minimum. The Fire Department Emergency Units 2/X
and 3/X were put into action at 5:07 a. m. and 5:30 a. m., respectively,
at Adolf Hitler Platz, Hamburg, Also, all out-of-town units arriving in
Wandsbek were piloted through to Adolf Hitler Platz in Hamburg. The
water supply in the outskirts north and east of Nordmarkstrasse remained
intact through all attacks.

2. Food Supply

During the attack days, the food and coffee for the crewOz -Pere not suffi-
cient. The lack of field kitchens with the units was sorely felt. The
establishment of feeding stations and the carrying of field kitchens with
the units is considered absolutely essential.

3. Successes

While during the first, second, and fourth attack nights, single fires were
readily extinguished and single objects could be saved from destruction,
during the third attack it was virtually impossible to bring the widespread
conflagrations under control. The rescue of people was considered the
most urgent task of the units. In most cases, these rescue efforts were
crowned with success, and special reports about these actions have al-
ready been submitted.

4. General Observations and Conclusions

During the first attack, communications and reconnaissance were impeded
by the fact that the public telephone lines failed immediately, and that
heavy clouds of smoke obscured the view from the observation towers.
Surveillance from the police towers was also no longer possible because
of the enormous flames near the Sector Headquarters. During explora-
tion trips, directions had to be changed frequently because some of the

streets were blocked by debris almost from the beginning of the attack.
The motorcycle messengers proved to be a great help, as did the scouts
who were serit on foot to certain areas. In particular, some members of
the Hitler Youth Fire Service were very active as scouts. Orders to the
Second and Third Emergency Units to report to Wandsbek directly, in
case the outskirts were not hit, hMs proved to be a very good arrangement.
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Because of these orders, the units were able to go into action without
delay.

Most of the out-cf-town forces did not report until about one to two hours
after the all-clear. On the other hand, some of the volunteer fire fight-
ing forces from Sector X arrived in Wandsbek during the attack. The
overflow of out-of-town forces during major air attacks often prevented
their orderly deployment to fire sites. It would be more advantageous to
pull out the exhausted local forces and replace them with fresh out-of-
town forces during the day.

"5. Water Supply

During the third attack the Wandse, flowing through the grounds of North
German Yeast P~ant, was hit by a heavy explosive bomb. Because of
this, the river bed was partially obstructed and a large molasses tank at
the Wandse was heavily damaged. The molasses flowed into the Wandse
and filled the riverbed down to the mill pond with a viscous mixtu -e that
was hard to pump. Because of this, the water supply was cut off com-
pletely for a time. After about one and one-half hours, the major part
of the molasses had run off, so that comparatively clean water was again
available for the pumps. Because of the drought, the Wandse in those
days had very little water. The fact that the Wandse bed had been blocked
in places by the crater lip of the high explosive bomb was not discovered
till the next day.

The 500-cubic-meter water storage basin in Goethestrasse/Wilhelmstrasse

was hit by a high explosive bomb and almost all the water was lost

6. Special Difficulties

Although the destruction of the Fire Station resulted in a loss of the total
supply of fuel reserves (six barrels), the supply was replenished during
the night by bringing in fuel from othei. division supplies.

The reserve hoses were all in use already during the second attack night,
so that during the third attack night there was a definite shortage of B
hoses. In addition, the hosetruck 1/X was destroyed by enemy action.

Open vehicles were espccially unsuitable, for use during the fires because
when driving through streets with houses burning on both sides (fire storm)
the men were exposed to the rays of the heat and the showers of sparks. 4
Similarly, vehicles with summer covers are also unsuitable for fire
department use. The low-hanging wires of the streetcar lines were a
great impediment to vehicular travel.
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7. State of Health

The state or health cf Fire Department Division X personnel is gene-rat,
satisfactorv. The rn.en have recovered by now from the hardsnips of the
four attacks, and ecause of the eventual improvement in the food supply,
h.. ir morale has risen. The pr-ovisioning of the men with soap, linen,

and a second suit (including a coat) should be undertaken as soon as pos-
sible, es.•ecially since fifty percent of the First Emergency Unit have
lost everything because of the destruction of their quartr-ýrs.

Reports on the remaining forces, losses of personMel', -tc., have already
been submitted.

(Signed) Hoeltje
District Captain
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Fire Division X llamburg-Wandsbek, August 21, 1943

Exi-eriences Drawn from Major Air Attacks of Juiv 24,1925, July 27/28,
july 29130, and Augut 2/3, ;_,:43

Brigades and evei. whole emergency u-n-is must be empowered to act oz.
their own during major attacks on a smail portion of the city or outlying
' istricts. Keeping units together because of necessity to shift long hose

lines is absolutely necessary. Radio communications should oe estab-
lished between local headquarters and collection points for the rapid
indoctrination of out-of-town units.

Use of grip-straps a few hours after the attack is necessary to clear
major thoroughfares. In case of severely damaged cities, field telephone
lines should be established as soon as possible by the -Army Communica-
tions Division between local headquarters and the Air Command.

Additional hose trucks are needed. Also a reserve supply of hoses should
be placed in civil defense high rise bunkers. A permanent manager
should be appointed for each hose supply. Every unit should have a tank
car or a truck with fuel supplies in readiness. Establish fuel depots at
collection points. Each emergency unit should have at least one heavy

fire brigade.

Identification tags are necessary to identify fallen Civil Defense police
and Fire Department members. Molasses tanks and the like which are
located along rivers should be surrounded with a sufficiently high wall
so that in case of damage by a high explosive bomb the molasses will not
run into the river, as was the case during the third attack on Wandse in
Wandsbek which resulted in an impeded water supply.

T arge plants still in operation, such as Army installations and the like,
must have motorcycle messengers on alert who can inform ihe Fire
Department or Sector immediately of the fire situation at the plant in
case the telephone lines are down.

(Signed) Hoeltje
District Captain of FPP
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Fire Deartment
Emergency Unit 3/X Ifambcbrg-WellingslyuetteL August 9, 1943

Report Regerding Human Rescue During the S•ight of July 27128, 1943

Unit 3 of Division X was busy with afterhosing ý.perations in Sector VII
prior to the alarm. During the alarm, hoses and equipment were with-
drawn and accordin, '.o orders received, we drove to Sector \I. 4ere
the un" was ordered to go to Lumberyard Fette at Vogelweide. \'hilp
laying hose lines and putting the engines in position at the water storage
basin on Marschnerstrasse and llolsteinischer Kamp, we were surprised
by the fire storm. The Lumberyard Fette was completely on fire, as
were the adjacent blocks of houses. A terrific fire storm had developed
which swept burning wooden parts along its path; everything was whirling
in the air; windows, flying about still undamaged, were crushed; blackout
curtains and drapes were in flames; trees were uprooted or broken off
like matchsticks. A large tree fell on a Fire Truck 25 and a Fire Truck
8, so that the street Holsteinischer Kamp was blocked to furzher vehicu-
lar traffic. Because the residents for the most part had gone back to
their apartments after the all-clear, the fire storm caught them in their
living quarters. Calls f'r help could be heard from all sides. All exten-
sion and staff ladders were used to rescue the residents. About 50 to
100 people were saved by ladder or by way of burning staircases. The
main streets from which men, women, and ch "dren were rescued, were
Volksdorferstrasse, Vogelweide, Heinskamp, and Marschnerstrasse.
Because of the blocked streets, the fire vehicles were also endangered by
the fire. The passenger automobile of the Unit Commander, as well as the
parked ,pen Fire Truck 8, started to burn before these rescue operations
took place.

As far as it was at all possible to do so, people were rescued. It could
noc be ascertained whether all persons in the streets farther away could
be rescued because, within 15 minutes, a conflagration developed which
engulfed all buildings on the streets between Wohldorferstrasse and Hans-
dorferstrasse, and from Essenstrasse and Uferstrasse to Wagnerstrasse
in flames.

My unit, as well as HFS 23a/X and a LFS from the Uferstrasse Quarters
took part in the fire fighting operations. Although everyone had his hands
full during the fire storm, all cries for help were immediately answered
and the people were rescued.

(Signed) Tamm
Commander, Unit 3/X
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Fire Emergency Unit 3/X ilam.rt•g-Well-ingsbuettel, August 15, 1943

R•: Supple.entm to Repot of August 9, 1943, Concerning Huuman Rescue

ODeratio;!s During the Night of July 27/28, 1943

At 2 a. m., on July 28, 1943, the Emergency Unit received orders from
Fire Division VI1 to drive to Sector VI, Oberaltenallee. with five .fire
fighting squads (23a, 32a, 33a, 33b, 34a, and S-31X). These aforemen-
tioned squads had been active at five fire sites during the night previous
"to the attack of July 27/28. At 2:40 a.m., all squads, after retrieving

* their hoses, were ready for departure. The trip took place by way of
Holstenstrasse, Gorch Fockwall, Lombardsbruecke, Glockengiesser-
wall, Langereihe, An der Aister and Mundsburgerdamm. During the
trip across Lombardsbruecke, we could see that the camouflage of the
Innenalster was on fire. The heat was very noticeable in the open vehicles.
However, the trip was completed without delay.

At 2:55 a. m., the Unit reported to Lt. Juergens of Division VI. We were
ordered to go to Fette-Vogelweide and vicinity to fight fires.

At 3:05 a. m., the Unit arrived at Volksdorferstrasse. On brief inquiry
it was found that the Lumberyard Fette at Vogelweide 10-12 was com-
pletely on fire as were the roofs of the apartment complex at the corner
of Volksdorferstrasse and Vogelweide 14. Also, the rooms of the apart-
ment house Vogelweide 8 facing Fette and the terrace apartment adjacent
to Fette, which could be reached through Holsteinischerkamp 49, were
on fire. The water storage basin at Marschnerstrasse was half full. At
3:10, the squads received orders for the hose truck to lay two B lines to
the Eilbek Canal.

While laying the hose lines, around 3:15 a. m., a normal wind started up,
which within a few minutes turned into a hurricane (the word "storm"
would not adequately describe it). It was raining fire, so as to speak.
I was beneath some scaffolding across from Fette and saw large pieces
of wood, parts of roofs, plywood boards, etc., whirled in the air above
the fire. In no time, the street was filled with burning wood, which
whirled through the air at lightning speed along Vogelweide. The furni-
ture that had been salvaged by the residents and which stood on the side
of the street away from the fire in the Vogelweide started to catch fire
immediately. The storm carried along in its path anything that was
movable. It was impossible to understand a word, even when it was
being yelled.
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TEnt residents had bt-en busv saving their furniture and in most cases had
o.enedd their wLndowrs to "hrow their belongings i-to the sLree,. The
storm caught t.he windo% fr2m s, unhooked them and carried them through

.he air. The so-called "'fire-rain' was driven into the a Lrtments through

the oCn.n wrindows and immediateh. ignited the black-out curtains anddrapes.

The streets were empty of people within a few minutes. I, too. had tt.

leave my post because the boe.rds of the scaffolding were beginning to fall

down and some had caught fire. I ran to 1•)- water storLge basin, because
the fire vehicles wer- parked there. here, a large heavy tree (the trunk
was about 1!2 meter in liameter) had fallen across the street Holstein-
ischer Kamp and came to rest on a fire truck 25 and a fire vehicle of the
LFS 21!VI. payineg nlnks and paving stones acioss t4e ditch, some
vehicles were able to reach Marschnerstrasse safely. S,_me courageous
crewmen were able to extinguish the fire on the Fire Truc.-z 8 by beating
it with cloths. Also, the roof of the passenger automobile, which was

already burning, was extinguished.

The storm continued in undiminished force but the win-,ds kept changing
direction. 'Most of the crew of the Uni had sought shelter in the entrance

halls o, houses in order not to be hit by burning debris. Together with
Brigade Leader B3urmeister and a few courageous men I was able to free
:he Fire . chicle LF 8, which was standing in the Uferstrasse quarters,

from the tree which had fallen on top of it. It is hard to say if the catas-
-rophe lasted for twenty minutes or half an hour. In any case, the fire
3torm abated as quickly as it had arisen.

Cries for help were immediately heard coming from all directions. On
the orders, "Take all ladders off the vehicles and save everybody, "
everything else was dropped and help was extended to the distressed.
Even though every one of us had faced the end of his own life a few min-
utes before, when the cries for help arose, everyone was immediately
ready once more to give aid. Fortunately, the houses were only three
stories high, and everyone could be reached with ladders. It was a great
help that buckets and pots of water were standing in readiness in the
stairwells. In many cases, it was easy to extinguish the. Aire in the halls
of the apartments. Often the flames had only leaped from the rear into
the halls, and tthe women tLought they could not get through. I, myself,
witnesser Lt.ý:- in three different instances. One man, who could not wait
until a ladder reached his window, jumped from the third floor onto the
street, .,urned around and wanted to get back into his house via the ladder
which had been put into place in the meantime to get his suitcase.

The exact numbc.r of people rescued is not known; first, because about
70 men were taking part in the rescue operations; and second, because
th,, rescue operations took place simultaneously in Volksdorferstrasse,
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%'ogelweide, !eienskamp, and .Marschnerstrasse. A conservative esti-
mate, however, would be_ about 83 persons, who were rescued either via

zhe staircases or across ladders.

Because of the fire storm, the situation had changed drastically. While
when we first went into act-ion the fire sites could have been controlled,
within 4-5 mLrniutes a conflagration of such dimensions developed that we
were Dowerless to do any-thi.g to stem it. In keeping with the situation,
a motorcycle messenger "--as dispatched to Sector VI to request five
additional units to -maf-e a stand against the fire at Wagnerstrasse, Gluck-

strasse, v. Essenstrasse, Hansdorferstrasse, and Marschnerstrasse.
From the roof of the house at lIolsteinischer Kamp 43 you could survey
the whole district, and it would have been possible to push ahead to the
various fire sites from the ab& e-mentioned streets and limit the extent
of the fire.

The follow-ing example might show what unexpected situations may arise
in a fire storm: In Heinskampstrasse, three or four trailers loaded with
coke were parked. They had not been burning before the fire storm;
when the storm was over, they were completely gutted and to this day,
charred remnants of the trailers and the coke can be seen.

Despite the fact that the crews of the Unit had been on continuous around-

the-clock duty since the morning of July 25, and only had an occasional
hour or two to get some rest, all tasks entrusted to them were discharged
most satisfactorily.

(Signed) Tamm
Commander, UP.Li 3/X
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Fire Emergency Unit 21X Hamburg-Farmsen, August 27, 1943

Experience Report on the Major Air Attack on Hamburg of 7129-30/43

On July 27, 1943, Emergency Unit 21X was assigned to afterhosing chores
in the Marienthal area. A command post was established in Goethestrasse
at the corner of Juethornstrasse in the room of a burned outhouse. Every-
where one looked there were only ruins to be seen.

At 11:45 p. m., the air raid alarm was sounded. There was no shelter
for the crews, because all buildings in the vicinity were burned out or
destroyed. About '.en minutes after the alarm had sounded, flak fire
started, and right afterwards the attack began. Since, as mentioned
above, no air raid shelter was available, we took makeshift cover behind
some pillars. From this location we were able to watch the progress of
the attack in detail.

One enemy plane aas caught in the searchlight beams and when bombarded
heavily by flak fire it went through wild gyrations. It seemed as if this
enemy plane was trying to draw Flak fire onto itself. This surmise was
borne out, because promptly another plane, apparently a sccat, created
a route indicator by throwing clusters of flare bombs in the direction of
the Reichardt Works and the Neuerburg House. Immediately afterwards,
the high explosive and firebombs started falling onto the area. The dis-
tance from our location to the Reichardt Works was approximately 300
meters. High explosive bombs, stick firebombs, phosphorus bombs, and
phosphorus canisters rained ceaselessly onto the Marienthal area.
Because of the air shock from the detonating high explosive bombs the
crews were forced to lie flat on the ground. Some salvaged furniture
pieces stored in the copse were ignited by the firebombs and endangered
the fire trucks parked there. In order to prevent the loss of these vehicles
it was imperative that the fires in the burning furniture next to the fire
trucks be extinguished, no matter what the cost. This was carried out by
using drinking water which we had carried along in milk cans, and coffee
which we had received. Unfortunately, these amounts of liquid were not
sufficient, and one fire truck had to be driven out of the danger zone to
save it from destruction. This maneuver was carried out during the time
of the heaviest bombardment. A little later, stick firebombs and phos-
phorus canisters were again dropped. The phosphorus Ynlashed over a
gas station about 40 meters from us and ignited the gasol ne pump. We
used the last can of drinking water to put out the fire. During this action
our clothes were splattered with phosphorus. No more water was avail-
able for washing off the spots so the contaminated parts of the clothing
were cut out.
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After the attack had lasted about one and a quarter hours, calm seemed
to descend, and all fire vehicles were immediately checked for damage.
While we did this, the attack was renewed and again, high explosive,
stick and phosphorus bombs were dropped like rain. Low-flying attacks
followed and in a few places rows of high explbsive bombs were observed
being dropped. The earth trembled and the eyes of the men were directed
upward watching the still-standing ruins in order not to be buried if they
collapsed. At 1:30 a.m., the Emergency Unit received orders by mes-
senger to go to the Market at Witthoefstrasse and Hirschstrasse. It was
impossible to advance through Goethestrasse to the Market Place because
bomb craters and felled trees blocked the streets. The motorcycle
messengers were therefore directed to scout out a route and to pilot the
unit to the site if necessary; this was done.

Everyone quickly forgot about the attack in the fields of ruin, for we were
now faced with the tremendous task of bringing the raging fire to a halt
with all means at our disposal. We were successful in sealing off the
Sector Building which had not been touched by the bombs, so that the
rising fire storm would not engulf the building. Water was obtained through
long hose lines laid across Witthoeftstrasse, Luebeckerstrasse, and
Wendemuthstrasse.

Through continuous collapse of building parts and masonry, the water
supply was frequently interrupted, but by quickly exchanging hoses it
was possible to restore the flow. Despite being exhausted by previous
attacks, the crews did everything possible. No complaints were heard
anywhere, no matter how uifficult the work. The crews were shocked
when it was reported that their comrades in Hirschstrasse were buried
in the air raid shelter of the Fire Station. All men that could be spar d
were ordered to Hirschstrasse to assist with the rescue of the trappe( men.
Despite their exhaustion, the crews worked tirelessly.

Ch-'cf Inspector Korn from the Poultry Farm Karlshoeh reported that
fire platelets the size of a handkerchief had been dropped onto the farm.

(Signt) Wehrs, Commander
Emergency Unit 2/X
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Fire Emergency Unit 2/X
Unit Commander Wehrs Farmsen, August 3, 1943

RE: Actions of Emergency Unit 2 on July 27/28, 1943

During the night of July 27/28, the alarm was sounded at 12:30, and the
attack lasted until 2:20 a. m. at which time the Emergenc> Unit 2 received
orders to report to the Fire Station I at Berliner Tor. The various bri-
gades were ordered into action by use of motorcycle messengers that came
to Karl-Muck-Platz where the unit was assembling. The trip to Berliner
Tor went by way of Gorch-Fock-Wall, Stephansplatz, ard Lombard Bridge.
The burning camouflage, of the Binnen-Alster threw an enormous shower
of sparks on us as we passed by.

At the Main Railroad Station, the situation was similar: the burning
houses, the rain of sparks, and an enormous fire storm which greeted
us. In spite of this, we continued the trip across Stei••u,- uamm to
Grosse Allee. Here, too, the same victure prevailed. Houses were
burning on both sides of the street; tremendous columns of fires leaped
out of the "House of Work" and the surrounding tall buildings. As we
procic'ded, the storm developed into a white-hot hurricane with winds
ca,.rying sand and sparks. The wind was so strong that the crowns of
the trees nearly touched the ground. Crews traveling in open vehicles
and on motorcycles had a difficult time keeping their clothes from catch-
ing on fire.

On Hammerbrookstrasse, the flames from both sides of the street met
in the middle. As unit commander, I tried to go on in my passenger car;
however, I realized when we reached Beim Strohhausstrasse that it was
impossible to go further. I ordered the automobile and the vehicles
following us to turn around at once. I then tried to reach Berliner Tor
by way of Kreuzweg and Steindamm. All eight fire vehicles followed me
in the direction of Steindamm. Thai way was also impassible as Stein-
damm was burning on both sid&,- of the street. Neither was it possible
to get through Brennerstrasse and Rostockerstrasse. Friedenstein, the
motorcycle messenger, was requested to scout out a route to the Fire
Station. which proved unsuccessful because everywhere in all directions,
everything was in flames and it was impossible to pass through even the
broadest streets because the flames from burning buildings on both sides
of the street came together in the middle and the heat was unbearable.

The hose trucks and other vehicles had become detached from the Unit.
ilowever, motorcycle messengers maintained communications. We
pushou our- way through to "Lange Reihe" and here, at Buelaustrasse and
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Schmilinskystrasse, I decided on my own to make a stand. I orderedthe
Unit to halt and dismount. in the meantime, I tried once more to go to
Fire Station I by automobile through Lolimuehlenstrasse and Leubecker-
tordamm to Berliner Tor. At Wallstrasse, I left my automobile behind
and sent the driver back to the collection point, because uprooted trees
blocked the street. Also, the motorcycle messenger Kuehlbach arrived
at the same time. Here, too, a fire storm prevailed with heavy 3howers
of sparks and ashes. The heat was so intense as to make breathing nearly
impossible. It was then about 3:15 a. m.

I climbed aboard the motorcycle with the messenger and we tried to pro-
ceed along Wallstrasse. But an enormous fire storm came along and
threw both the messenger and myself from the motorcycle onto the pave-

ment. We immediately grabbed the motorcycle and used all our efforts
to set it upright again, We had to turn back and sought shelter between
the school and the public baths because the hot hurricane-force winds
made breathing impossible. We used the sidewalk on the side of the
street with the least amounrt of flames jetting out.

Upon reaching the sheltered location I decided to try to reach Fire Station
I by way of the Laemmer Market. I climbed over the high wire fence of
the athletic field. After about 50 paces across the field from the fence I
was caught by the storm and thrown to the ground. Only by crawling along
the ground was I able to return to the fence. Trees and shrubs on the
field were torn out by their roots and whirled burning through the air.
Because of the shortage of oxygen I no longer had the strength to climb
ever the fence by myself and had to be assisted by the messenger. Those
were terrible minutes for me.

We now returned through the shower of sparks by way of Lohmuehlen-
strasse to the collection point where the crews were in action. The bri-
gades were laying hose lines from the Alster and from the Schwanenwik
to the fire sites on Brennerstrasse, at Lohmuehlen Hospital, at Sechs-
lingspforte, and on Graumannsweg. In the meantime, the fire storm had
developed to its greatest intensity. Strong trees were uprooted and the
showers of sparks, ashes, and sand was of an indescribable intensity.
Thick biting smoke and collapsing ruins of burning buildings surrounded
the fire crews.

During this time, Air Force General Wolff arrived at Lange Reihe. I
reported to him and mentioned that I had been given orders to go to the
command post at Berliner Tor, which, however, had proved impossible
to car; y out and I had therefore taken it upon myself to make a stand here.
Tile General thanked me and gave orders to save the Post Office Building.
I explained to the General that it was more important to make a stand in
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midst of large apartment blocks than to save one building. The General
said: "I again request that you save the Post Office. " I answered that
unfortunately I could not comply with his wish, because blocks of houses
were more important. The General then took his leave, wishing me luck
in the accomplishment of my task.

My orders were eventually crowned with success, with the assistance of
the crews of my unit, because the fire was contained and further spread
was checked.

(Signed) Wehrs
Unit Commander

Fire Division X Hamburg/Wandsbek, August 4, 1943

The above report of Unit Commander Wehrs was sent on to Group East.

(Signed) Hoeltje
District Captain of FPP
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Fire Department Division A Hamburg, August 11, 1943

Experience Report About Air Attacks from July 25 to August 3, 1943

1. General

In the deployment of available forces, priority was given to larger objects
with a chance of being saved. Nevertheless, in most cases in the harbor,
total losses could not be prevented. The extent of the damage, however,

* was reduced by the quick action of the fire fighting forces who made a
. stand at various crucial points. Several units went into action on their

own initiative because communications with them had been interrupted.

2. Rescue of Persons

People were trapped on the hospital ship "Pitea. " They could not reach
safety on the landside because Pier 26 was on fire. It is suggested that
in case of future attacks on the harbor, rescue boats be launched early
by the water protection police.

3. Fire Fighting Forces

During the major air attacks it was again 6bvious that the men of the fire
fighting units for the most part were not up to the demands made on them
because of their advanced age. It would be desirable to acquire younger
men for the Fire Protection Service.

In order to save particularly endangered objects, the forces had to be re-
grouped constantly. Units approaching Division A to lend assistance were
often diverted along the way or else went into action on their own initiative
before reaching the Division.

Despite orders issued on July 26. whereby the fire sites within the Divi-
sion should be fought by Division forces, Division units were often assigned
to other Sectors. Therefore, it was not possible to give our own forces
any rest. On the other hand, out-of-town fire fighting forces had to be'
discharged after only a short time on duty. The out-of-towni forces, on
the whole, made it their business anyhow to be ready to depart at a pre-
determined time.

Because fire fighting forces of Division A we're assigned to afterhosing of
residential houses in Sector II in Eimsbuettel (Schaeferkampsallee/
Schlump) instead of taking a badly needed rest, the men were so exhausted
that they were no longer fully fit for action.
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Regarding the actions of the men themselves, it should be stated that
everyone applied himself beyond the call of duty, Special praise should
be given to those men who had lost their quarters and who went into action
again and again during the attacks, despite the tact that they were not able
Lo exchange their drenched clothing for dry. It should be pointed out that
most of the men had no knowledge about the fate of their families and the
condition of their homes, and still theystuck to their pust bravely and
unflaggingly, Some sustained injuries, like phosphorus burns, but they
did not hesitate to continue at their posts.

In using the units from the Ukraine, difficulties in communication often

led to delays. ANside from that, these men worked very hard.

Provisioning of Fire Fighting Forces

Feeding of the men of Division A was very difficult because of the loss of
almost all their feeding stations. Therefore, the Fire Division took mat-
ters into its own .-and in that it used bread and cold cuts designated for
the units to make sandwiches for the men, so that at least all crews had
a substantial breakfast. This was especially appreciate,' ¾ecause most of
the men had lost all their personal equipment and woulc .ve had a diffi-
cult time trying to prepare their own breakfast.

.It should be emphasized that the men take their haversacks, canteens,
cooking utensils, silverware and protective goggles, as far as these are
issued, with them not only for out-of-the-district trips, but also on ac-
tions within Hamburg, and store them in the fire vehicles if necessary.

Water Supply

Water supply failed partially at first because of lack of pressure, and
then completely.

Low tide and eastwinds prevailed during the attacks and made the with-
drawal of water from the Elbe and the canals very difficult. In some
cases, pumping heights of eight meters had to be used. Also, the hose
supply was not sufficient. In addition, many hoses burst because of ex-
cess strain.

Communications

Because the telephone lines were destroyed early in the attack, difficulties
in transmitting messages were soon evident. Communications were also
disrupted because of the destruction of some of the quarters and because
of the fire storm.
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Vehicles

Several fire vehicles were unusable because of damage, partly due to
enemy action. Also, the vehicles were run down fromr constant use.

Because of low tide, and of the hulks lying in the harbor, the fireboats
could not be put into action everywhere. The fireboats "Ruths, "
"Jaenisch, - and "Waldersee" were out of service during the first hours
of the attack because of pump damage. The two first-named boats were
put back into use by fitting them with engines from the Sea Damage Ser-
vice. Because of overuse, several motorized and portable fire engines
failed. No experienced personnel were available to make repairs.

l'ucl Supply

The fuel supply suffered considerable delays and difficulties, primarily
because of a shortage of transport containers and also because of traffic
jams at Berliner Tor. In addition to the, fuel supply station at Fire Sta-
tion II, an additional tank station was established at the Sector, which
proved such a boon as to be recommended for future occasions.

Special Remarks

It was noted time and again that the fire watches of the Self-Protection
and Expanded Self-Protection Services were not employed according to
plan and often '%ood by uselessly while the fires raged. In some cases,
they had evrn left their own damage sites. Even though most of the con-
flagrations could have been contained with the means at hand, it was still
an absolute necessity for fire watches to keep an eye on the flying sparks
and prevmt fires from starting at adjacent buildings, especially in view
of the fac' that almost all the windows in the warehouse district were des-
troyed and the flying sparks thus had easy access. There were suffiient
people available for this task (fire watches, police); bowever, they were
without resolute leadership and lacking in initiative. Many large fires--
those not caused by dropping firebombs--and the destruction of much
valuable property could have been avoided if the available forces had been
assigned properly and had checked the spread of fires by flying sparks.
If this had been done, it is almost certain that the Kehrwieder Warehouses
Blocks A, B, and C would have been spared.

The oft-repeated orders to keep the fire sites dark had several severe
drawbacks, which definitely hindered the effective fire fighting operations
during tlV repeated attacks.
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Not only the fact that the forces who had been working all through the
night had to be assigned in other sectors or to afterhosing tasks in their
own sector during the following day, and therefore were exhausted and
not 1005o fit, but also the destruction of equipment during the renewed
attacks hindered fire fighting operations so that the newly developing
fires got such a headstart that they far outweighed any results achieved
by afterhosing.

(Signed) Farnss
District At. of FPP
Division Chief
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Fire Department Division B Hamburg, August 21, 1943

RE: Special Observations During the Major Air Attacks from July 25
to August 3, 1943, Concerning Fire Storms and Other Occurrences

A fire storm developed in Sector B only after the attack of July 28, 1943
at Veddel during the fires in the residential blocks in Veddeler Bruecken-

strasse. The fire storm was most violent along the following streets:
Sieldeich, Tunnelstrasse, Peutest..asse, and Niedernfelderstrasse.
However, at no time did it reach hurricane proportions, so that people
could be pulled to safety out of the storm. The duration of the fire storm
was approximately 2 and 1/2 hours. At about 4:00 a. m., it began to
slowly die down.

In the area between Grosse Bergstrasse and Rainweg in Altona, no fire
storm phenomena were observed during the morning of July 25, because
in general, there were no long rows of houses on fire without breaks in
between.

Similarly, no fire storm was observed on August 3, 1943, in the streets
Brodschrangen, Schauenburgerstrasse, Baeckerstrasse and Fischmarkt.
There was only a strong shower of sparks noticeable at the time.

During the fire at the lumberyard, carpenter shop and warehouse of
Shed 18 - Stuelcken Wharf on July 25, it appeared that the pumping plat-
form of the Stuelken Wharf at the Guano Canal did not reach deep enough
into the water and should therefore be enlarged and improved.

On July 26, 1943, during the fire at Schliemann Oil Refinery, Stillhorner-
damm, several five-meter tall storage tanks were supposed to be extin-
guished with the new 20-cubic-meter foam jet nozzle. It soon became
apparent that the nozzle failed repeatedly even at slight elevation and let
the foam-water mixture run out tne back, although high pressure was
applied. When the pressure amounted to 14 atmospheres, one hose after
another burst, and when the pressure was not strong enough, the foam
jet did not function. Not until the foam jet nozzle was held horizontally
could the storage tanks be hosed off with it. Since a horizontal position
of the foam jet nozzle was achieved only under the most difficult circum-
stances and danger to the fire crews, and in most cases was not possible
at all, the bore of the nozzles needs to be changed to make simpler use
possible. In the case of high-rising storage tanks, it is more advanta-
geous at the present to work with the i0-cubic-meter nozzle. In their
present state, the 20-cubic-meter foam jet nozzles are only advisable
for the foaming of pits and excavations.

(Signed) Rosselmann
Division Chief
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HFB 12/B Hamburg, August 10, 1943

RE: Report About the Major Air Attack on Hamburg of July 24/25,
27/28, 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943

Attack Day July 24/25, 1943

Squad HFS 12a/B, which was quartered at the Copper Hut on Stillhorner
Damm prior to the air attack, was assigned to fight the fire which had
started on the roof of the Hut. The fire was put out with small fire fight-
ing equipment and then the fire watch was turned over to the Industrial
Civil Defense forces.

During the above-described action, a large fire was seen developing in
the Sloman, Schoer & Co. building on Kamerunweg. Communications
with the Air Sector Command Post B could not be established. The squad
therefore moved out to the Sloman fire site on their own initiative and
found on arrival a widespread fire in the storehouses and that a number
of tar barrels were on fire. Additional reinforcements were requested
through a motorcycle messenger by Division Chief Major Bosselmann,
who was present at the fire site. No reinforcements came. After four
hours of work, the squad contained the fires and was able to leave after
turning the fire site over to the Self-Protection forces.

The HFB 12/B brigade next went to Air Sector Command Post A and
fought residential and office fires with success. Squad HFS 12b/B res-
cued 47 persons alive and recovered 20 dead persons out of the air raid
shelter at Neuer Steinweg 46.

The HFB 12/B brigade was permitted to return to its quarters at 3:30 p.m.
on July 25; therefore, it was ready for assignment to the fire site at
Albrecht & Co. on Stillhornerdamm after the daytime attack on July 25
took place. At this site, an office and laboratory building were on fire.
The fighting of this fire lasted from 4:35 p.m. to 8:21 p.m. The brigade
then returned to quarters; at 9:20 p.m. it was ordered to go to the fire
site Schliemanns Refinery at Stillhornerdamm to fight a fire in the refin-
ery which took until 2:20 a. m. the next morning.

During the above described fire fighting actions, the men did not receive
any relief, nor were they offered any food or drink.

The fire fighting actions were hampe,'ed by the failure of the municipal
water supply. This resulted in our having to use more hoses to bring
water from further away and in delays of starting action, but it presented
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no great difficulty after reinforcements arrived. The Plant Civil Defense
and Self-Protection forces had tried to fight the fires before the Fire
Department arrived, but were powerless because of the failure of the
water line.

Attack Day July 27/28, 1943

The HFB 12/B brigade went into action on its own initiative at the damage
sites Chinosol Works, Atlantic Oil, Rhenania Barrel Storage Co., and
Ritz & Co., all in Vogelreth. The municipal water line failed, so again
water had to be pumped from open waters. In order to fight as many

* fires as possible at the same time, the engine companies of the nearby
firms were called upon to assist. Orders were transmitted by messenger.
The companies of the following firms took part in the operation: Blohm &
Voss, Albrecht & Co., Copper Hut, and Schliemanns Oil Refinery. The
combined fire fighting effort was crowned with success. Spread of the
fire to neighboring plants was prevented.

Here, too, there was a total lack of refreshments or food of any kind for
the crews. The crew of brigade HFB 12/B, who had been on duty since
July 24, did not receive any provisions from anywhere. The Feeding
Station at the German State Wharf was unable to furnish either a warm
meal or even cold food. Not till the following day, after the men had fur-
nished their own provisions, was it possible upon special direction, to
obtain some warm food from the Schlageter Barracks.

With the help of the motorized fire engine companies of the local firms
it was possible to contain the fires. Reinforcements from Air Sector B
could not be obtained. The units put into action worked very well, while
the fire watches, with the exception of those at Chinosol Works, failed
completely.

Attack Day July 29/30, 1943

The HFB 12/B brigade, which was quartered in the air raid shelter in
Arningstrasse when the attack began, was assigned by Unit Commander
Lt. Kenter to the damage site Schliemanns Oil Refinery at Stillhornerdamm.
During the second attack wave, the firms of Gall & Seitz and Bruegmann
and Fries, both in Vogelreth, were hit. Squad HFS 12a/B was immediately
ordered to fight the fires at the new sites. In addition, the remaining
available fire engine companies of the German State Wharf, Albrecht &
Co., and Copper Hut were put into action. With these forces, it was
possible to contain the fires and to prevent their spread to other firms.
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Several men of brigade HFB 12/B were suffering from severe dysentery
due to the long spell of constant activity and the fact that they had not
received any food in all that time. Not till provisions became more
regular and plentiful did the state of the health of the crew begin to
improve.

Attack Day August 2/3, 1943

Brigade HFB 12/B, which was at the Air Observation Tower during the
attack, was assigned through motorcycle messenger to the fire site Sohst
Company on Ellerholzdamm to fight a widespread fire in the lumberyard.
After the fire was brought under control, the Brigade was put at the dis-
posal of Air Sector A, but was not put into action. *

The greatest difficulties in fire fighting were in obtaining the necessary
water supply, because in every instance the municipal water supply broke
down and the laying of extended hose lines meant a delay in starting fire
fighting operations. Despite this, however, the fires were contained and
spread of the fires to neighboring firms was averted in every case.

The number of men of Brigade HFB 12/B was the same in all actions.
There were no casualties. The vehicles remained in good order, but
some equipment was lost, i. e., was taken by other units.

The quarters of Squad HFS 12a/B were partially damaged by fire; however,
they can be repaired and put back into use.

The state of health of the crew of Brigade HFB 12/B is satisfactory. The
only temporary casualties were several men with dysentery.

(Signed) Figer
Master of FPP
Brigade HFB 12/B

4
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Fire Department
Emergency Unit 3/B Hamburg-Warburg, August 10, 1943

Activity Report of Unit 3/B

For the Time Period July 25 to August 3, 1943

Sunday, July 25

* 2:12 a.m. Squad HFS 31a/B assigned to fire site Im Busch, Hindenburg-
* strasse. False alarm. Fire was at Honartsdeich la. Squad

HFS 31a/B went into action on its own initiative.

2:43 a. m. Unit 3/B assigned to fire site Honartsdeich. Master Tychsen
reports back to Division from Fire Station 15. Lt. Zastrow
takes command at fire site.

3:35 a.m. Unit 3/B goes from site Honartsdeich to site Sloman-Schoer,
Kamerunweg. Unit commander takes charge of Squad FB32/B
active at the site.

4:05 a. m. Lt. B6ttcher of Division C, Fire Station 8, gives orders to
Unit Commander to take command at damage sites Norder-
werft, Norderhof and Stbilcken Wharf and to establish quarters
at the gateman's cottage on Stfilcken Wharf. Lt. Zastrow and
Master Tychsen recovered one dead man out of the air raid
shelter on Norder Wharf.

5:05 a.m. Establish headquarters at gateman's cottage Stfflcken Wharf.

Fire Sites: Norderhof, Norder Wharf, Herrenberg, Wine
Cellars Vinicola, and Stflcken Wharf with the following build-
ings: Submarine Magazine, Boiler room, boiler smithy,
employee recreation building, carpenter shop, and pipe
storeroom.

Forces Employed: F. D. Units 33/B, 22/B, 23b/B, 16b/B,
23b/C, 21/C, 12 C, 31b/B, Volunteer Fire Departments
Finkenwirder Companies 1 and 2, Volunteer Fire Department
Altenwerder, 17a/C.

8:30 a.m. Soup distributed.
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9:30 a. m. Unit moved to Fire Station 8. Assigned by Lt. B6ttcher,
together with 33/B, 31b/B, lla/C, and H&L 3/B to confla-
gration in Altona at Gr. Bergstrasse/Reichenstrasse.

10:00 a. m. The assigned units moved out to Altona.

10:15 a.m. Arrived at headquarters of Unit 3/B at Nobis Gate. Head-
quarters established in the Karzentra Building. Approxi-
mately 50 people were brought to safety after being rescued
from the aix raid shelter at Lohestrasse and Marienstrasse.

Fire Sites: Residential Buildings Neueburg/Reichenstrasse/
Grosse Freiheit /Kleine Freiheit/Marienstrasse/Pfeiffersgang.

Forces Assigned: Units 33/B, 23a/B, llb/C, HFS Howaldts
Works, H&L 3/B, Hose Truck 2/C, IndFS 15a/C.

Water Supply: From the Elbe at Fish Market Altona and
from water storage basin Gr. Freiheit.

Situation Report to: Group West via Fire Station 3.

Successes Achieved: All fires were encircled and hosed down.
Number of hoses used: 2 B and 16 C hoses.

6:00 p.m. Received provisions: Two pieces of bread with jam (from the
Party) and drinking water obtained from the Karzentra.
Turned over fire site to Fire Station 3.

6:30 p.m. Orders from Division B: Move out to Hansamfihle, Neuhof.
(Units 33/B, H&L 3/B, Hose Truck 2/C.)

7:15 p.m. Arrived Hansamifihle. Orders by Lt. B6ttcher to Lt. Zastrow
to put fire engines in position at pumping station Rossdamm,
and extinguish burning oil drums and barrels on the northeast
side of the factory. Three B and 2 C hoses used. Water taken
from Rose Harbor. The fire was kept to its original site.

Monday, July 26, 1943

1:20 a.m. After extinguishing the fire at Hansamrihle, the site was turned
over to the Plant Civil Defense forces for further action, if
needed.

1:30 a. m. All units return to quarters.
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2:50 a. m. New assignment received via motorcycle messenger from
Fire Division B that fire at Hansamfihle has flared up again
and must be put out.

2:58 a.m. Arrive at fire site (Units 33/13, H&L 3/B and Lieutenant).
The continued cooling off of the tanks had been neglected by
the Plant Civil Defense forces. Assigned one squad at a I
time to keep fire down and tanks cool. Used 3 C and 2 B
hoses v, ith success. Water was taken from Neuhofer Ships
Canal.

4:00 a.m. Fire at site completely extinguished and site turned over again
to Plant Civil Defense to cool off further. Notification sent
to Fire Division B.

12:20 noon Received report by bicycle messenger of Ritz & Co. at
BriNckenstrasse No. 51, Wilhelmsburg, that about 50 persons
were trapped in an air raid shelter hit by high explosive
bombs and that storage and factory rooms were on fire. Squad
HFS 33a/B and Emergency Squad sent to site.

12:28 p. m. Arrive at Ritz & Co. fire site. Set up command post in an
office building. The fire was limited to its original site with
4 B and 12 C hoses, counting hoses uscd by relief forces of
Squad HFB 23/C. The Youth Service took on the rescue of
the trapped employees. Experience at this fire site showed
that an air raid shelter located underneath a factory may pre-
sent a great danger to the lives of its occupants. If flammable
materials are stored in the building, the fire can spread very
rapidly making escape from the building impossible. Also
rescue by outside help can be extremely difficult, if not
impossible.

5:00 p.m. Units returned to quarters after extinguishing the fire.

Tuesday, July 27, 1943

7:20 p.m. Orders received via motorcycle messenger from Division B
to go back to old fire site at Hansamfihle to put out a fire in a
soybean oil pit. Sent Unit 33/B. Assigned one squad at a
time, one after the other. Used 2 B and 3 C hoses to put out
the fire. Water was taken from Neuhofer Ships Canal.

9:15 p.m. Fire extinguished and once more site was turned over to Plant
Civil Defense forces with new instructions on keeping the
fires out.
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9:30 p.m. Unit returned to quarters.

Wednesday, July 28, 1943

1:30 a. m. Emergency squad ordered to go to a Woolen Mill in Wilhelms-
burg. No fire; it was a false alarm.

1:50 a.m. Orders received from Fire Department Division B via motor-
cycle messenger by 3/B commander at Command Post in Fire
Station 15 for HFB 33/B to go to the fire site Schlincc & Co.
on Rotenhafiserstrasse. The copra storage shed and the deter-
gent fabrication building were on fire; the soap storage shed
and a machine room of the latter had roof fires. Assignment
was made by squads in which 2 B and 4 C hoses were used.
Units or fire fighting squads from Franhop and Linstorf had
also been assigned to the site by Major Bosselmann; they em-
ployed 2 C hoses each.

2:00 a.m. I made a reconnaissance trip from Schlinck & Co. to fire sites
in East Wilhelmsburg. I found 5 residential houses at Nieder-
georgswirderdoich, 5 houses at Honartsdeich, and one house
at Altendeich on fire. At the corner of Jenerseitedeich and
Neuerweg several houses were on fire. At the corner of
Niedergeorgswrrderdeich and Kirchhof there were fires.

3:30 a.m. Forces were assigned to siters in East Wilhelmsburg by Lt.
Zastrow as follows: Engine Company of Nazi Party Wilhelms-
burg, 1 fire squad fromii R6nneburg, Squad 34a/B, Engine
Company Lammerich, Engine Company Harburger Iron and
Bronze Works, Engine Company Anton Gfinther, Engine Com-
pany Rhenania-Ossag, Harburg, Marmstorf, Squad 32a/B,
Neuenfelde. Fought fires and started afterhosing operations
on residential houses.

4:20 a. m. Lt. Zastrow checked all fire sites. Sealed off and extinguished
fires at Niedergeorgsw~rderdeich. Obtained water from ditches.

5:30 a. m. Lt. Zastrow returned to headquarters at Fire Station 8.

6:30 a. m. On request from Party Headquarters through Division 8,
Wesermfinde Company 2A was assigned to Freight Station
Wilhelmsburg by Lt. Zastrow.

6:35 a.m. Brigade 5, Wesermfinde, assigned by Lt. Zastrow to Lager-
strasse, Warburg, to fight five conflagrations.
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7:10 a.m. Wesermiinde Brigade 2 B assigned to fire site at Freight
Station in Wilhelmsburg.

7:15 a. in. FFS Hanstedt assigned to fire site at Honamrsdeich.

7:10 a.in. 1 F1P 15 and 2 FT's 25 from, Bremerv6rde assigned to Tham-
ling and Mehldau at Lagerstrasse fire site.

9:15 a. in. The fires at Schlinck & Co. were kept to their original sites
and extinguished. Fire watch at the site waz turned over to
the Plant Civil Defense personnel and the other two above-

. named units.

9:30 a. in. Brigade HA'B 3311B returned to quarters.

11:15 a. rn. Squad 34a/B assigned to new fire sites in east Wilhelmsburg.

12:3P p.m. Lt. Zastrow with Emergency Squad and Motorcycle Messenger
go to Krugkoppel Bridge. Units conduc, afterhosing at H ,ch-
allee 91, Klosterstern, Osterstrasse, Schulweg, Bundes-
strasse 74, Ti-ansastrasse 81. Out-of-town forces assigned
to assist.

4:') p. yr, Squad 32a/B returned to quarters.

7:30 p.m. Units all returned to quarters.

Thursday, July 29, 1943

3:00 a. in. Squad 34a/B sent from Fire Station 15 to Niedergeorgswurder-
deich 51.

3:30 a.in. Squad 34a/B arrived at fire s".e; used one B and 2 C hoses
to extinguish fire.

8:02 a. in. Squad 34aIB assigned to job of afterhosing of office building
on Pelzerstrasse.

8:40 a. m. Squad 34aIB assigned to fight fires on Bergerstrasse, Her-
marenstrasse, Rathausstrasse, t-nocher•-auerstrasse, and
Pelzerstrasse.

4:38 p. in. Squad 'IFS 33aB ordered to go to an old fire site a Siemens
Union D-. 'ding on Lagerstrasse where a " -nber shed with
stacks of lumber in it was on fire. One B and one C hos•.e
wt.rc useo to put out the fire.



6:00 p.m. Squad 34a/B returned to quarters,

6:30 p.m. Squad 33aIB returned to quarters.

Friday, July 33, 1943

2:05 a.m. Took Emergency Unit on reconnaissance in Busch and
Wilhelmsburg East.

2:20 a.m. Sent Squad 33a/B to Hindenburgstrasse " , to fight roof fire.
Squad 33bIB and Brigade 32/B sent to Im Busch 72, where
garages and shops on fire. Squad 31a/B sent to Im Busch 65
to extinguish roof fire; latter used 2 B and 6 C hoses and
fire was contained with minor damage to site.

2:23 a.m. Emergency Squad proceeded to fire sites under command of
Lt. Zastrow. Arriving units assigned. At fire site Honarts-
deicherweg 12 where the stables and a sunmmerhouse were on
fire Engine Company 2 of the Party with 3 C hoses was
assigned. At Jenerseitedeich 33, where a high explosive
bomb detonated but caused no casulaties and at the old school
on Niedergeorgswdrderdeich where high explosive and fire
bombs landed, the Volunteer Fire Department First Company,
Kirchdorf, was assigned. They were also assigned to fight
fires in the residential house across the street where a high
explosive bomb detonated leaving 2 dead and 2 injured. One
man with head wounds taken to Rescue Station No. 113 by
automobile.

Brigade 33/B used 3 C hoses to contain the roof and garage
fires at Hindenburgstrasse 18 and Im Busch 72. Courageous
action by the Self-Protection forces at Hindexburgstrasse 18
prevented a widespread roof fire. Briga.;e 32/B extinguished
fires in the garages of the Seeland Company with one B and
4 C hoses.

3:30 a. mt.. iBrigade 33/B returned to quarters.

3:35 a. m. Bfigade 33/B assigned to fire sites in Speicherstadi Brooktor
(Division A territory).

4-10 a. M. Brigade 32/1B returned tc quartr.:.

4 45 a. m. All units returned to quarters.



5:10 a.m. Order received from Lt. Hauns to report to Dr. Schubert
at Adolf Hitlersplatz.

5:20 a.m. Dr. Schubert ordered Lt. Zastrov to take over command of
the fire area enclosed by M6nckebergstrassc-Bergstrasse-
Schmiedestrasse -Schauenburgerstrasse-Pekzerstrasse-
Johannisstrasse-Rathausstrasse -Knochenhauerstras se.
Additional forces were requested. Squads 32a/B and 31a/B
were assigned to supply water from the Alster. ' Brigade
32/B was Assigned to fight fires at M6nckebergstrasse 25-31,
Rathausstrasse 31, K1. Johannisstrasse 3-9, Rathausstrasse
13-18, and 21-23, Pelzerstrasse 7, and Schauenburgerstrasse
20-24. Squad 31a/B was assigned fire fighting duties on
Schauenburgerstraisse, Pelzerstras.se, and Kl. Johannisstrasse.

1:00 p.m. Brigade 32/B relieved anid returned to quarters.

Forces arriving later included: brigade of Brunsbfittelkoog,;
brigade from Wesermfinde, Units 23a/C, H&L 3/B and Hose
Truck 3/B. Altogether 10 B and 28 C hoses and r water tower.
were utilized.

Successes achieved: 'Because of the widespread fires, the
fire fighting operations were difficult at first because of lack
of manpower. However, the danger of the fires spreading
further was removed.

Provisions: Butter, cheese, sardines, bread and smokes
were issued.

1:30 p.m. Afterhosing operations were turned over to the unit from

Wesermtinde. Moved back to Fire Station 15.

Tuesday, August 3, 1943

2:30 a. m. Lt. Zastrow went on reconnaissance to Jcnerseitedeich 120.

Residential house on fire. Volunteer Fire Department First
Company Korchdorf with 1 B and 3 C heses assigned.

3:00 a. m. Brigade 33/;3 received orders from Division B to go to the
fire site at the Lidustrial Railroad Station. The al2rm proved
to be false since no rf-es were seen,

3:30 a. rr.. Brigade 331B returned to quarters.



3:45 a.m. Brigade 32/B and HFS 33b/B receivpeG orders to go to Bartels
on Moorw~rder where 5 residentia-ýl holises were reported -to
be on fire and people were in daniger. Squad 3 lb/B from
Moorw Lrder already on duty at site.MatrTcsnlo

assigned Hose Truck 3i/B to assist.

4:0 5 a. m. Units arrived at fire bite of Municipal Worlk-shops. Abi-iut
250 stick firebombs had fallen on trhe site. Carpen-Cer shops,
lumberyard and equipment.3hed were on fire. The Expanded
Self-Protection forces, ten men in .-ll, were active with 2 C
hoses when the Fire Department units arrived. The fire-s
were fought with one B anid 5 C hoses. At the residential
house Moorw~rder 45, the fire was fought with 3 C hoses;
at houses Moorwdrder -13 and 43a,~ the fire was fought with
5 C hoses; at Mloorwirde- Nos. 38, 42, and 46 where sheds
:were on fire, 3 C hosos were used. The r--sidential house
at Mooý-wdrder 51.* ccntained the air r'aid shelter whiich had
been hi-t by a high explosive bomb. Six p-nople -..-re rescued
alive and seven dead P:.opl~e were removed by the Army and
the Self -Protection force~s. A request for an ambulanc32 and
medical attendgnts was made via Bartels and Squad 3 lb/B.

4:25 a. m. Squad 33a/B was ordere'3 by Lt. Schmidt tn go to Mv.oarw~rder.

4:45 a. m. Squad 33aIB arrived Pt the fire site and wias put into action at
houses Moorwdrder 38, 43, and 43a. Water was taken from
the North Ernbe and the fires were cbntained to their criginal
sites; afterhosing iasks were turned over to the LFS, 3 lb/B.

8:02 a. m. The Heavy Fire Brigade 33/B rett.-,aed to quarters.

8:15 a. m. The M~unicipal Workshop site -was t-urned over to the Self -
Protection forces to wvatch and Brigade 32/B returned to
quarters.

6: 10 a.m. Squad 32b/B was ordered to go from Fire Station 15 t, iirz
sites at Stiftstrasse and Steindamm. in Hamburg.

7-00 a. m. Squad 32b/B arrived at damage sites Stiftstrasse 15, 21, and
36 and Brennerstrasse 58, 66, and 68 where roof and total
fires wxere developing.

2:3 0 p.mr. Squad 32b/B relieved and returned to quarters.

2 .-0 p. m- Squad 33aI'B sent to an old fire site at Niiedergeorgswgrder-
deich 167 to perform afterhosing tasks.



5:10 p.m. Squad 33a/B returned to quarters.

General Remarks

The blocking off of damage sites by the police did not take place in any
of the fire sites assigned to us. The fire fighting operations were
severely hampered by this failure by the police because part of the fire
fighting forces had to take over this task, in order to protect passersby
from collapsing house fronts.

During all actions by the units from July 25 to August 3, 1943, not a
single crew member sustained serious injuries, although all units worked
hard and without regard to their personal safety. This success can be
attributed solely to the efforts of commanders and officers of the units
who kept calling the crews' attention to dangerous conditions.

It should also be mentioned here that the out-of-town forces, in general,
and the volunteer fire companies, in particular, were unsuited to cope
with conflagrations because they had no practical experience and also
were afraid to damage their uniforms. However, the Fire Squad Bruns-
biCittelkoog (Squad Leader Peters) which was assigned to the conflagration
at Adolf Hitlerplatz made significant contributions to the fire fighting.

As regards the municipal water system, the following should be noted:
The number of existing water storage basins is not nearly large enough.
Because of this, many units were nct successful in putting out fires
because the way to the nearest Thde-endent water supply led through
streets which were no longer passable because of the raging fire storm
or because of the debris lying in the street. The large amounts of water
that were needed to fight the fires had to be brought in over long distances
whereby many fire enigines were lost to the direct fire fighting tasks.

Successful fire fighting operations suffered further throngh the fact that
in many cases the couplings were ripped out of the hoses.

A further handicap was the fact that the forces in the beginning were often
too weak for the task at hand because the units wvere scattered. It is ad-
visable to keep the squads together when assignixg them and to put them
to work at a certain area, so that the siuad leader knows where and how
he should assign his men to the best advahltage.

It should also be emDhasizec. that wherever the Seif-PrAection forces
courageously stuck to their posts and did their share, many a building
was saved. The hose briJges in many cases, especially those from the
Air Force Speciial Units, were too high and got caught under the vehicles.



The state of health of the men of the Third Emergency Unit is good.

(Signed) Zastrow
Lt. of FPP

It

Includes information provided by Makowski, Master of FPP (HFB 33/B)
and Timmann, Brigade Sergeant (OFB 32/B).
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Fire Department Division VIII Hamburg-Harburg, August 11, 1943

RE: Report About the Major Air Attacks on Hamburg, July 24/25,
July 27/28, July 29/30, and August 2/3, 1943

First Attack of July 24/25, 1943

* No damage occurred in the district of Division VIII. All forces were
assigned to Hamburg on a stand-by basis.

! 1 VIII was ordered to Adolf Hitlerplatz and assigned from there.

" 2/VIII was ordered to Fire Station 6 and assigned to duty in that
vicinity.

"* 3/VIII was ordered to Fire Station 16 and assigned to duty in that
vicinity.

"• Volunteer Fire Units were ordered to Jungfernstieg and assigned
to duty in that vicinity.

Orders were transmiuted by telephone. Telephone connections from
Group Headquarters to Fire Division VIII could be made only via the OB
line. Fire Division VIII handled communications with Fire Divisions B
and C. During the enemy attacks, telephone connections were unimpaired
within the Sector, except for the Fire Department network, which failed.

Relief was not available during the first 24 to 36 hours of fire fighting.

Provisioning was totally absent. The Welfare Feeding Station worked
bureaucratically according to peacetime regulations and without appre-
ciation for the needs of the crews. What food was issued 1o the units
was made possible by our own field kitchen and iron rations, not by
Bureaucratic civil servants who have no idea how the men in the fire
line feel.

No disposition -f units took place according to a plan. The units moved
from one firŽ siie to the next on the basis of a shortage of manpower and
observed intensity of the fires.

'1Successes Achiewvc.

Accomplishment of the fire fie-tng in r.,st -.ases -was to prevent smaller
fires from growing into conflagrations and to prevent the further spread
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of such fires. The afterhosing of sites which were total losses also
helped in this regard. Extinguished many individual fires such as the
fire in City Hall tower (by Brigade 13/VIII).

General Observations

The Self-Protection forces were not present in sufficient r~umbers.
Therefore the fires were not fought effectively when they first started.
Not enough water was stored in the buildings under the jurisdiction of
the Self-Protection units.

Fuel stored in attics was a main cause of house fires. The ignited fuel
ate its way through floor after floor and then the fire could not be put out
by Self-Protection. Recommendation: Fuel must be removed from attics.

Doors and gates were frequently locked, even in Industrial Civil Defense
plants. (See special report 2/VIII of August 11, 1943.) RecommencL.tion:
All gates should be opened at the time of alarm and all doors unlocked.

Lumber stored in house blocks was the reason for the development of
block fires. Recommendation: All stored lumber should be completely
removed from houses.

Building mode of most apartment houses: Stairwells were not fireproof.
When the roof caught fire, flaming masses fell down through the stair-
well to the main floor and the staircase would be aflame from top to
bottom. After that there was no possibility to get to the upper floors
except by ladder from the outside. In many cases, lack of fire fighting
equipment and water led to a total loss of the building. Future building
recommendations: Stairwells should be fireproof throughout. The same
goes for the ce-lnng between the top floor and the attic.

Lack of City Maps: The lack of maps of the whole city area at the Divi-
sion Headquarters was felt repeatedly. Because of disrupted telephone
connections, orders had to be transmitted by messenger. Because of
lack of maps, transmission of orders was laborious and delays in com-
munications occurred. Recommendation: All units should be equipped
with more maps of Hamburg.

Field Telephones: Use of available field instruments in addition to the
Fire Department equipment proved most helpful. Recommendation-
Extend the communica- ions network with Fire Department equipment.

Motorcycle Messengers. Most motorcycles, especially those with side-
cars, were too old and worn out, and there were constant breakdowns.
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Motorcycle messengers were greatly overworked and many became
casualties on the streets. No replacements were available, because a
request to train sufficient personnel had been turned down by Headquarters
some time ago.

Communications System: The ability to switch the Fire Department tele-
phone network to the Harburg Central Exchange (37 10 51 via House Phone
810) made communications with the units of Fire Division VIII possible.
These working connections, however, were overloaded. Reco nrnendation:
To reactivate the official telephone line 37 08 17. The connection is all

* ready. The only thing left to do is to connect it to an instrument.

Command Units: The command units worked very well at the Command
Posts. Past training paid off, and it is suggested that the intensi; C
training should be continued.

Water Supply: The independent water network was insufficient. Sub-
terranean water basins could not be located. For example, the water
storage basin at Eimsbiitteler Market was still completely full on July 27,
while a great water shortage prevailed elsewhere in the vicinity.
Recommendation: Increase the independent water supply to one basin
for every 200 meters along the streets with a minimum capacity of 1000
cubic meters for each basin.

Conditions of Vehicles: The repair shop 93 at Fire Station 14 kept up
rather well with the mounting repair work. Reinforcements were fur-
nished from the personnel of Fire Division VIII. Therefore, readiness
of the units' equipment during the attack remained at nearly 100%. The
situation was aided by the fact that no damage took place in Harburg
itself. Replacement parts were frequently lacking. Stripping parts
from vehicles which had become unusable because of major dan'age
helped. Repair by crews at the damage sites was seldom possible be-
cause sufficient tools and repair equipment were generally nol available.
Recommendation: All vehicles should be equipped with necessary repair
tools.

Attack of July 27/28, 194%3

No damage? took place in the area of Sector VIII. A large percentage of
our forces had re:,m.ined in Hamburg for the night. During the air
attacks, the units -;ere a-signed independently by unit commanders as
followls:



Z1b

* 1/VIII in the EimsbCittel area

* 2/VIII in the Eimsb~ittel area

* 3/VIII in the Veddel area

Transmission of Orders: Field telephone connections were available
between the Division Chief and the two units in the Eimsbfittel area. The
field telephone connection with Fire Station 4 was interrupted during the
attack. Water had to be brought in across long distances.

The units went into attack by squad; each squad was assigned several
fire sites. No relief was available to the crews. After water became
available at the fire sites, the fires that were fought were usually con-
fined and prevented from spreading.

General Observations

The Self-Protection forces, especially the males, worked very well in
many cases, particularly in view of the large-scale destruction from
the attack of July 24/25. In the public air raid shelter, where we stayed
during the alarm, the women were apathetic and afraid. A strong storm
and shower of sparks prevailed in our area; however, these were not
caused by the fires in our sector, but by the conflagrations in Territory
East.

Provisions were more satisfactory on July 28 than they had been on
July 25; however, there was still not enough food and it was not hearty
enough. A condition of general exhaustion prevailed among the crews.

On July 28, at 10:00 a. m., we received a new assignment at Alsterdamm
without prior rest. Hence, no tasks could be found at that site which the
units were equal to, because all were too exhausted. Despite this fact,
however, fighting morale remained high.

Attack of July 29/30, 1943

No damage occurred in the area of Sector VIII. All units were Ln their
quarters from about 3:00 p. m. on July 29. Assignments were made by
telephone according to plan.

. I/ VIII in Warehouse district

2/V HI ir Iseplliz and vicinity

. 3 V1h in Alsterdamm
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Volunteer Fire Unit at Mittelstrasse and St. John's Church

Transmission of orders to the Divisions took place only by messenger.
The water shortage was very critical at all sites. Also, there was a
shortage of hose material for the volunteer unit. Fires were spreading
rapidly soon after the attack began.

Toward 1 p. m., one fire unit from Flensburg and one fire unit from P 16n
County were assigned together to go to Lange Reihe. The Flensburgunit
took water from the Alster. Volunteer Fire Unit P16n attacked fires one
squad at a time, and was successful. Training of the Volunteer Fire
"Department to work cooperatively must be improved considerably. In
the vicinity of Lange Reihe, no more Self-Protection forces were present.
Most apartments and stores were locked up.

Attack of August 2/3, 1943

Damage occured in the district of Division VIII. Two units, 1 /VIII and
2/VIII, were assigned to the damage area near the Railroad Station,
Ph6nix, and Noblee & Th6rl. Two brigades were sent to Neugraben.
(See special report 2/VIII.)

The large-scale flight of the population from Hamburg was shockingly
apparent at this time. The Self-Protection and Expanded Self-Protection
forces were virtuially nonexistent, and the Industrial Civil Defense units
were decimated. The Industrial Civil Defense unit of Rhenania was
present and worked in an exemplary fashion.

Orders were transmitted according to plan. No reinforcements were
available and the units were later sent from the above sites to sites in
the vicinity of Ginsemarkt.

General observations were similar to those made in the previous attacks.
The motorized fire engine companies of the plants were mobilized.
Delays in assignment took place because of the shortage of vehicles.

(Signed) Mhiderrann
Captain of FPP
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Lead Squad 2/VHI Hamburg-Harburg, August 11, 1943

RE: Activities During Air Attack of August 3, 1943, from 2:10 a. m. to
5:50 a.m. at the Following Plants:

1. Noblee & Th~rl Oil Refinery, Hamburg-Harburg, Otto
Telchowstrasse.

2. Phbnib Rubber Products Company, Hamburg-Harburg,
Wilstorferstrasse.

3. Harburg Railroad Station.

1. The Emergency Fire Unit 2/VIII was ordered to Ph6nix to fight the
fire there at 2:10 a.m. on August 3, 1943.

On arrival, the factory gates were closed and only after repeated knock-
ing and ringing, the janitor came and opened the entrance gate. When
asked about the location of the blaze, he replied that he did not know
anything about a fire. The glow of fire clearly visible when approaching
Ph6nix turned out to have originated from a fire at the neighboring plant
of Noblee & Th6rl. Assuming a false alarm, the unit moved on to the
plant of Noblee & Th6rl on Otto Telchowstrasse. Here, too, L I entrance
doors were closed. Even prolonged knocking, ringing, and calling out
did not bring anyone to open the door. By climbing over the gate, the
crew gained entrance to the grounds and access to the fire site. Not a
single fire watch guard was found on the whole factory grounds. About
20 minutes afterward the janitor aud three fire watches arrived at the
scene. These men, contrary to orders given to the chief plant warden
Stachow, had gone to the public air raid shelter at Harburg Railroad
Station. Therefore, the plant was left completely without any fire pro-
tection. The missing men (1 officer and seven men) with a portable fire
engine had been ordered by management to stay at Hittfeld from where
they were supposed to be mobilized in case of need. They did not arrive

at the fire site until 3:10 a.m.

It is inexcusable that there werL no fire watches posted in such a vital
defense plant. If fire watches had remained at the plant, the fire would
never have been able to gain the foothold that it did. Even the Chief
Plant Air Raid Warden was with the plant fire company at Hittfeld.
However, once the Industrial Civil Defense forces arrived on the scene,
their work was adequate for the task.
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2. While we were at Noblee and Th6rl, it was ascertained that the
roof of the tire depot 5a and 5b of Ph6nix Rubber Products Company had
been hit by stick firebombs. The fire that developed was put out by the
Industrial Civil Defense forces of Ph6nix with the assistance of one heavy
fire brigade and two hook-and-ladder trucks. It should be noted that
communications with the fire watches were not functioning at this site
either; otherwise, the gatekeeper, who was supposed to direct arriving
fire fighting forces to the fire sites, should have been aware of the fire.

In contrast to the situation at Noblee & Th6rl, all Industrial Civil Defense
forces and all fire watches were at their posts. However, it was lamen-

"* table that members of the Industrial Civil Defense stood around in the
* yard during the fire and had to be urged by the Fire Department to take

part in the fire fighting operations.

3. The main reception building of the Harburg Railroad Station was
hit by 10 stick firebombs which ignited fires in the roof as well as in the
first class and second class waiting rooms. The fires were attacked by
Emergency Brigade 24/VIII and the Federal Railroad Civil Defense
forces. The latter were numerous and worked very hard under the direc-
tion of Federal Railroad Inspector Fr6hlich.

The afterhosing operations at each of the three fire sites were turned
over to the respective Industrial Civil Defense forces.

At the first-named concern, the opinion seemed to be prevalent that as
soon as the Fire Department crews had arrived at the fire site, further
efforts by the Industrial Civil Defense forces were no longer required.
Also a certain amount of hesitation to take part in the fire fighting tasks
while the air raid was still going on was noted.

The firm of Noblee and Th6rl should again be very emphatically informed
that the appointed fire watches and fire fighting forces must, at all costs,
remain at the plant during an air alarm because removal of these key
persons could easily lead to a complete catastrophe.

(Signed) Wulff
Master of FPP
Unit Commander 2/VHII

-2 1



Lead Squad 2/VIII Hamburg-Harburg, August 10, 1943

Report of Experiences During Air Attacks on Hamburg from July 25 to
August 3, 1943

1. The number of water storage basins was insufficient during the
Major Catastrophe. It wa! n.ecessary therefore to lay long hose lines to

open bodies of water and this took up too much time and too much of the
available hose material.

2. The shortage of over-pressure valves often led to the bursting of
hoses. Not only the hose trucks, but also the fire engines should carry
over-pressure valves.

3. The hoses burst most frequently at the fittings, proving that the
fittings should be affixed more carefully to the hose material. Also the
cornecting pipe was too thin.

4. After use, the hoses were often individually rolled up. This is
very impractical. Double-rolled hoses can be laid out much faster.

5. In many cases the large coal supplies stored in the attics proved
to be disastrous. Once the coal caught fire, it was extremely hard to
extinguish and quickly burned through from floor to floor. These coal
supplies thus played a decisive role in bringing about the total destruc-
tion of many residential buildings.

6. The entrance gates to factories must be left open d ng air raid
alarms. During the fire at Noblee and Th6rl on Otto T( wstrasse,
the gates were closed and had to be opened by the fire c. themselves;
this delayed the attack on the blaze by at least ten minute. The same
situation prevailed at the Ph6nix Rubber Products Company in Harburg.

7. During the drive from fire site to fire site, it was often noted that
a number of fire engines would be parked can stand-by for long periods of
time, while at other places whole house blocks would be in flanr s without
a single fire hose being used.

8. In the various large business buildings, it waz noticed that the Self-
Protection forces were either not present at all or else were only present
in very small numbers. They had lost their nerve by the severity of the
attacks.
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9. Lack of small civil defense tools on the variouis fire v&:°
felt very ke-nly. Especially in fires.on ships, these tools ar
indispensibie. J!

10. Experience has shown that during a Major Catastrophe
phune connections will be severed. In those cases, only the:
messengers can maintain communications. We did not ever
of these motorcycle messengers during the recent Major Ca
and many more should have beeh assighed to this task.

11. Some units fought on the fireline for many hours until
- completely exhausteU without ever being relieved, while s(
. town units were either not put into action at all or served

periods of time.

12. Some brigades and squads, e,-pecially those Crom o,
got to maintain communications with their command post I
at the fire sites. This is understandable during a Major
nevertheless should not be allowed to happen. Lack of ii,
progress at a site impeded the work at the Command Post in.,,

13. When moving out in columns, debris and bomb craters shotldi hk
watched for. It is advisable to send a motorcycle scout ahead in ,.r.er
to check the streets for passability. '"

14. Provisions should be secured at all costs. Most, of all, there 5h•iu-d
be liquids available to the crews. The lack of water is much mor- .... 1
ously felt than lack of solid food.

(Signed) Wulff
Master 'of FPP
Unit Commander 2/VIII,
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Appendix 5

EXCERPTS OF REPORTS ON EVENTS AND

MESSAGES, PERSONAL ACTIONS AND EXPERIENCES,

PERFORMANCE OF OUT-OF-TOWN IUNITS,

INDUSTRIAL DAMAGE AND MISCELLANEOUS

INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED DURING THE

WORLD WAR II AIR ATTACKS ON HIAMBURG
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Log of Events for July 25, 1943

Air Raid Alarm No. 319. Alarm Sounded at 12:33 a. m. Wind: NNW, 3
meters per second

12:51 a. m. Enemy planes arriving from Hensmoore Heide.

12:53 a. m. Three or four planes over Altona, flying northwest to
periphery of city.

12:59 a.m. Several planes over Pappenbfttel.

1:00 a.m. Planes turn from Hamburg to Harburg.

1:01 a.m. Concentrated air attack on Harburg.
High explosive bomb, strong smoke formation at Deutscher
Ring.

1:02 a.m. About 10 planr-- in Hamburg Air space.

1:03 a.m. Aroimd Michel, high explosive bombs:; at Grossneumarkt,
high explosive bombs.

1:05 a.m. Behind Dorotheenstrasse, air mine thrown, hits on city
park.

1:06 a.m. High explosive bombs near city hall. Electric lights
flickering; they go out and then come back on.

1:09 a.m. Direct hits at RR 3tation Altona, Heiligengeistfeld, Barbek,
Wilhelmsburg, Martin Lutherstrasse, several hit. Con-
flagration direction of City Park Group West. Pferdemarkt
hit. Harbor being attacked violently. (Reports piling up.)
New fire site at Fuhlsbfittel. High explosive bombs all
around Victoria Barracks. Approaching flights continue
from the direction of Cuxhaven.
HQ moved to Grcup West and Rothenburgsort.

1:15 a.m. About 100 high explosive bcmbs. Attack from direction of
Fuhlsbiittel, Mundsburg, Barmbeck. More planes
approaching from West and Southwest. Firebombs and
high explosive bombs fall on Tittel & Kruger Woolen Mill.
Flottbecker Chaussee, Brahmsstrasse, Administration
Building of St. George's Hospital hit. Renewed attack on
Bahrenfeld, Flottbek.
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1:25 a.m. Uninterrupted dropping of high explosive and firebombs.
Eppendorfer Hospital, Pavilion 36 and Nurses Residence
hit by firebombs.

1:28 a.m. No damage reported in Sector VJII. In Air Sector V hits
at Hammersteindamm, Angerstrasse, R•iterstrasse 128.
Conflagrations at Alfredstrasse, Liibeckerstrasse, Hammer-
brookstrasse, Wandsbeker Railroad Station, Persil Works 4
Sonninstrasse, Sector IV, Fdhihbiittelerstrasse, Papen-
strasse 31, Eilbek.

* 1:35 a.m. St. George's Church hit by high explosive ornbs. Wilhelm
* Fette, Bahrenfeld struck by high explosive and firebombs,

1:36 a.m. Fires at Hammerbrookstrasse 99, Wandsl.. Qtieg 63,
Barbeck, Air Sector V, Hohenfelder Allee. Rossberg 37
reports roof fire, Rennbahn 115 hit by high explosive bomb.

1:38 a. m. Additional bombing explosions, direction of Eimsbilttel;
approaching planes near Hamburg.

1:39 a. m. Numerous planes approaching from direction of the sea.
Conflagration in direction of Hammerbrook. At Sachsen-
strasse houses 1 to 7 and 6 to 8 destroyed. At Rathaus-
strasse Bethesda Hospital on fire.

1:44 a. m. Fire Departments Bremen, Wismar and Bergedorf requested
by Zirkusweg. Hansa Carpet Company, Altona, on fire,
assign Industrial Civil Defense group. Gr. Allee, Vier-
linderstrasse 54 on fire.

1:47 a. m. Radio tube factory at Horst Wessel Allee on fire. Industrial
Civil Defense assigned, also Volunteer fire departments.
Alarm Stage III.

1:50 a.m. No damage in Harburg. Tretorn-Asbest Co., Dorotheen-

strasse, Barbek, own forces in action. Phosphorus bombs
raining down on City Park. Attack continues undiminished.
Stilcken Wharf hit.

1:58 a.m. Telephone Exchange at Binderstrasse on fire.

1:59 a. m. Sachs & Deisselberg, R6dingsmarkt, on fire.

2:00 a.m. More planes approaching from Cuxhaven.
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2:03 a. m. Dispatch Alaster Schlimer with Motorcycie to Group West
to obtain information on situation there. Request two fire
fighting units from Bremen. House next to Atlantic Hotel
on fire; it contains important army materiel. Administra-
tion building of Air Defense Command allegedly collapsed.
Thirty new planes reported approaching the city.

2:05 a. rn. Area of Niendorf, Lokstedt, Eppendorf, Eimrbiittel to
Main RR Sta':ion estimated having 250 to 300 fires. Fires
at Engelstrasse and Bankstrasse. Conflagration at
Schwanenwik 26.

2:14 a.m. Army Emergency Corps arrives, 2000 men (1000 to East,
1000 to West). Fires at Fruchtallee Corner Eppendorfer
Weg, Schlussstrasse 54, Propaganda Department, State
Library, Bundesstrasse 96, Gymnasium Corner Hoheweide
(allegedly 700 people trapped there). Old Folks Home
Tiefstiicken, Raienfelderstrasse 15, Ritterstrasse, Richards
Church, Papenstrasse 64, Hirschgraben 20/22, Eilbecker
Allee 318, Rotterstrasse 35 and 82, Wandsbeker Chaussee
73 and 136, all on fire. Sector I urgently requests rein-
forcements; water system destroyed. Hospital Martinistrasse
on fire.

2:30 a.m. Three fire fighting units needed by Sector IX; four brigades
sent to Bahrenfelder Railroad Station; 10 brigades sent to
PreLinct 95, industrial installations on fire.

2:35 a. m. Hohe Luft Department Store on fire; Sternwolle Company
enveloped by flames. Gerhard Wagner Hospital, F Pavilion,
St. George Hospital, Barmbcck Hospital, Sloman House,
City Hall Towirer all on fir-,. Whole street of Hohe Bleichen
on fire. Wendenstrasse 440- 470, Borstelmannsweg 107
and 109, Beira Strohhaus 57-69, Grosse Allee, Fifhrstrasse
18, all on fire.

2:47 a. m. At Hamburger Fremdenblatt (Newspaper) on Grosse Pleiche,
explosions feared. An dor Alster 81, school on fire.
Dr. Schubert goes to City Hall.

2:51 a. m. Hammersteindamm 104/106 on fire, Harbor asks for rein-
forcements. StWilcken Wharf, 31ohm & Voss, Herman
Wharf on fire. Switching yards. Imsinckstrasse on fire.
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2:52 a.m. Apparent conflagration at Hohe Bleiche. Water shortage at
Eppendorf Hospital.

3:00 a. m. Sectors I, II, VHI, IX especially hard hit, including RR
station at Altona, Hinrich Lohsestrasse, Ten units are
required as reinforcements.

3:02 a.m. All clear! i
In An der Alster all houses reported on fire. Hospital
Richard Strasse corner Eilbeker Weg, 200 persons trapped.
Fire fighting fcrces too weak to combat fires.

3:22 a. m. Fire Department Division III to Dresdner Bank, Jungfern-
stief, Lt. Markmann, F~re Station III.

3:29 a. n. Conflagrations at Schenkendorfestrasse, Schillerstrasse,
Kanalstrasse, Zimmerstrasse, and Reeperbahn. Ask for
five more fire department units.

3:45 a. m. The following units promised to Group West:

I Emergency Ur,,t from Kiel
1 Emergency Unit from Neumfinster
5 Emergency Units from Bremen
1 Emergency Unit from Lfibeck
2 Emergency Units from Oldenburg.

Lt. Colonel Westphal to Group Harbor. Conflagration in
Warehouse District threatens to spread to Pickhuben. Asks
that two brigades from the Second Unit be assigned. Granted.

4:00 a.m. Ukrainian Training Course VIII unit assigned to Harbor.
All industrial civil defense units ordered to Harbor.

4:05 a. m. Fires at Dresdner Bank, Command Post of Division III.
Fire Station III moved to Hapag Travel j3ureau, 324-364
Jungfernstieg.

4:10 a.m. Situation of Major Catastrophe declared.

4:45 a. m. Two out-of-town units to arrive within one half hour.

5:45 a. m. Lt. Mfissfeld to City Hall: Send two brigades to City Hall
immediately.
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6:15 a. m. Army barracks at Bundesstrasse in danger of explosion
from ammunition.

3:20 a.m. Fire Station 9 received a direct hit.

6:45 a. m. One unit from Kiel arrives at Fire Station III. Assigned to
the conflagration in Inner City,

7:00 a.m. Three units arrive from Eidelstedt. Three units arrive
from Bremer, two units assigned to East, one to the Party
H.Q.

8:50 a. m. Following areas of conflagrations are still without fire
fighting forces:

1. Grindelallee, Rentzelstrasse to Schlump
2. Heinrich Barthstrasse to Rutschbahn
3. Schlankreihe from GriLdelberg to Bundesstrasse.

(Received one FD unit at 9:10 a.m.)
4. Police barracks in Army camp Bundesstrasse.
5. Schroeder Stiftstrasse, Sedanstrasse.
6. Schlump RR station.
7. Sch'ferkampsallee.
8. Kl. Sch'ferkampsallee -to hospital.

Fire fighting forces are needed at • fires.

9:10 a.m. Available forces: I unit from Olderlburg, sent to Grinael-
allee; 1 unit from Oldenburg, sent to Heinrich Barthstrasse.

9:15 a.m. Lt. Col. Westphal pulls forces out of Harbor District and
assigns them to Sector VTI.

9:25 q.m. Lt. Col. Westphal sends messenger to Command Post
Froup West to ascertain where the out-of-town forces are
most urgently needed.

11:00 a.m. Lt. Col. Schwarzenberger consults on situation in Group
East. He then orders the fighting of single fires to be
abandoned; Group East forces are pulled out and moved
to the area of Group West to fight the conflagration.
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1:30 p.m. Report from Lt. Col. Eckma'"n:

1. Motorized Division, 3 units (10 squads) left Dortmund
at 6 a. ma. ýappr. 350 km) arrived in Hamburg at about
3 p. m. Where should they be sent?

2. Motorized Division from MInster left for Hamburg at I
1:00 p.m.

3. Ten fire fighting units have left Berlin for Hamburg.

C.D. Warden Grimm reports that about 20 vehicles are
parked at Curio House without doing anything and refuse to
be assigned despite fires in the vicinity. Air Force Cap-
tain receives orders to ascertain what kind of vehicles are
involved and order assignment.

Two C. D. regiments from East Prussia in action. Take
one hour's break as ordered by Local Party H.Q. No
assignment is deemed worthwhile at other fire sites.

i
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Log of Events :or July 28, 1943

Air Raid Alarm No. 330

Wind: SSE, 6 meters per second. High Tide: 5:18 p.m.
Low Tide: 9:45 p.m.

Alarm sounded at 11:40 p.m., July 27, 1943

12:55 a. in. Marker bomb for City Park dropped at Ollsdorf.

1:03 a.m. Several flares observed in the vicinity of the city. Fifty
planes at Neumianster, some to the south and some in the
direction of LUibe-k. Flak appears over the observation
tower. Telephone connections with City Park are suddenly
interrupted.

i:07 a. m. About 10 planes appear above Hamburg. Additional planes
are reported over Libeck and apparently are now heading
for Hamburg. Rain of phosphorus reported in Hanfeld,
Air Sector VIII. High explosive and firebombs at Woolen
mill.

1:10 a.m. Telephone exchanges 22 and 23 are destroyed. Bombs at
Mackensen and Hindenburg barracks.

1:13 a. m. Vicinity of Berliner Tor is saturated with high explosive
bombs. Approach of planes continues. Fire Departments
from Kamp and Preetz receive orders to report to pilot
station at the city limits. One plane is ,hot down. New
formations of planes are reported approaching Air Sector
VITI, fr-m the direction of Lfibeck, and also from the south.
The first of the.-e planes have reached Hamburg. Conflagra-
tions are reported all around the Main Fire Station. The
roof of the main fire station has been torn off. High explo-
sive bombs have been dropped for a period of 16 minutes.

1:21 a.m. Heavy bombing on the Group East sectors.

1:23 a.m. rwo emergency fire units from Lfibeck and four from Kiel
arrived. One unit from Preetz and one from Sittensen
were assigned to the Hamburg Fire Department.
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1:27 a. m. Heavy attack on Wandsbek reported in progress. Army I
Supply Depot is on fire. The GrasE;brook Gas Works burn-
ing on all sides. Heavy vibrations relt at the Command
Post. Large fires reported all arourid Steindamm. Sector
I requests th, release of all reserve forces.

1.32 a.m. C. D. Motorized Division 32 approaching Hamburg; it is
ordered by the Group West C. 0. to proceed at once to
Sectors V I and X.

1:35 a.m. High explosive bombs and firebombs have been droppin~g
* incessantly in the area from the Barmbeck RR Station to

St. George.

1:36 a.m. More planes reported io be approaching from the north.
Group Harbor area is hit hard by planes coming from the
east; the area is without lights. Sector Building IV is on
fire.

1:41 a. m. Sectors A & B receivu three eme.-gency units each from
Group West.

1:45 a. m. Sector III itself in urgent need of additional forces; the
Division cannot spare any personnel. Dittor for Sector VII.

1:57 a.m. Planes appear to be departing. Only one plane is repprte4
to remain above Hamburg. About 150 planes are reported
to be still near Stade.

2:02 a. m. Atr raid shelter at Bfirgers'le with about 300 persons
received a direct hit.

2:04 a. m. Sector A cannot control fires with available forces, despite
three units of reinforcements. One additional unit sent
from Fire Station 8 to Fire Station 15. Pier 16 reported to
be on fire. Moorcycle messenger on the way. H. Q.
Wilhelmsburg reports Pier 77 on fire. Also, residential
block at Neuhof is on fire.

2:05 a. m. Direct hit on Fire Station 16 reported. Capt. Dahling is
severely wounded. Also L, Sorgenfrei. Besenbinder Hof
reported to be surrounded by fires from all sides.

2:06 a. m. Personnel of Sector IV H. Q. are trapped in a cellar; they
cannot get out and have asked for assistance. Sector VII
sends three brigades to the Army Hospital in Wandsbek.
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2:10 a.m. The Colonel leaves for the Group East Command Post.

2:23 a.m. Alarm Stage 3.

2:24 a.m. A few planes are reported to be above Wedel. Other city
parts are free from enemy planes.

2:25 a.m. Fires are reported all along the way from Fire Station 2
to Fire Station 1. An enormous fire storm along with a
tremendous amount of smoke is in progress jIa .he area of
Brooktor, Ripsoldtstrasse, Grosre Allee, and Hammer-
brooktor. The roof of main fire stiaion ;s supposedly still
on fire. No more forces left to assign to fire sites anywhere.

2:30 a.m. Colonel telephones in that Sprinkenhof is on fire.

2:32 a.m. The attack Fpparently is still in progress; the Flak guns are
still shootIng.

2:35 a. m. Lt. Eckmann reports that, at Paulinenplatz, people are
standing on the roofs completely surrounded by flamnes,
He requests ladders; they are dispatched by Fire Station •..

2:40 a.m. All Clear.

Approximately 500 piapes have attacked Hamburg since
midnight. They Colonel calls in: Enormous fire storm.

2:50 a. m. Lt. Westphal reports that the center of gravity of the attack
mas at Magdeburger Wharf, that the land connection to the
Group Harbor sectox is blocked, and requests that water-
borne fire fighting forces be sent to that sector. The center
of gravity of the attack in Wilhelmsburg apparently was at
the Schlinck Oil Refinery, near the railroad station.

3:Ou ., m. Dr. Schubert, in a trip from Berliner Tor reports that
everything is on fire in the area. All along the way from
Berliner Tor to Horst Wesselstrasse in Wandsbek, a sea
of flames exists. The same picture pertains to the areas
of Steinhauerdamm, Angerstrasse, LMibeckerstrasse,
Wandsbeker Stieg, Neubertstrasse, Alfredstrasse, Fiever-
grathstrasse., Landwehr, Wandsbeker Chaussee, Convent-
strasse, Wagnerstrasse, and Erlbeker Weg.
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3"15 a.m. Capt. LUidermann was supposed to giY • up three emergency
units to ý,,andsbek; however, he assigned them alre,,dy in
his own sector (II) and it is no longer possible to pull themout. i

3:20 a.m. One squad of the Fire Department and one squad of C. D.t

Motorized Division sent from City Hall to the Main Fire
Station.

3:23 a. m. In Police Precinct 44 the Main P.R station is on fire. No
fire fighting for,-es avai'lable.

3:25 a. m. The Police President orders all Industrial Civil Defense
and Expanded Self-Protection establishments, who request
additional fire fighting forces, to obtain them from the
Concentration Camp Neuengamme.

3:40 a. m. Army Cakes over the assignment of all fire fighting units in
Sectors IV, V, VI and X.

3:55 a. m. Suggestion is made to the Police President to request fire
fighting units from cities that are further away. Six units
from Dresden are promised.

4:10 a.m. Conflagrations occurring all over Wandsbek. Tn Sector VI
buildings on Wagnerstrasse, Marschnerstrasse, Beethoven-
strasse, Bachstrasse, Hamburger Strasse, Winterhuder
Weg, and Volksdorferstrasse are all completely on fire.

4:25 a. m. Numerous telephone connections are still working to the
Eastern Group H. Q., between Group East and Group Harbor
with the Fire Department H. Q. and the Main Fire Station.

4:35 a. m. Col. Zaps sent a messenger to report that the Wandsbek
Hospital is in flames.

4:45 a.m. Four emergency units from Kiel are assigned to fight the
fires at the Main RR Station, Sprinkenhof and Adolf Hitler-
platz.

4:50 a. m. The City Hall is .n flames; also Police Department building.

5:50 a.m. Message from Fire Station 5 to Local C.D.H.Q. reports
that the Bunker Bau 3trasse is supposedly on fire on the
inside and that they urgently need some tank wagons. C. D. H. Q.
denies the request and orders them to reconnoiter first to
find out the actual situation.
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6:05 a. rn. L6ffler reports back that the planking underneath the bunker
allegedly is on fire. One tank wagon is sent to Bunker
Baustrasse via Brirgerweide.

6:37 a.m. Lt. Borselmann reports the arrival of four emergency fire
units from Bremen who are assigned to fight fires at
Lombard Bridge.

6:42 a. m. Col. Westphal leaves to report on the general situation to
the Police President.

6:45 a.m. Group East reports that Captain DL'iling at Fire Station 16
is severely wounded and that his driver is lightly wounded.
Fire Station 16 was badly damaged by a high explosive bomb.
Lt. Schwarzenberger is on his way to Fire Station 6, wherc
according to rumors, members of the Fire Department are
supposedly trapped under debt-is. Four emergency units
from Kiel and one company from Preetz arrive.

6:50 a.m. Capt. Lfidermann reports that 1-1/2 brigades and 1 company.
of the Motorized Division 28 from Essen have arrived and
that 2 hose trucks are on the way.

6:58 a.m. Col. Zetscher from Bremen with eight emergency units
drives to Lombard Bridge at the corner of Alsterdamm.

7:30 a.m. Col. Zets~her spoke with Lt. Hatje Group West; he had sent
one company to a Bunker which could not get through. He
sent the',. back to try again.

8:10 a. m. Two fire companies of Division 32 from Hanover were
assigned to the Group East area at fires located between
Lerchenfeld and Wartenau.

10:40 a. m. One unit from Bremerhaven, which had been assigned to
Bollh6rner Brftckenstrasse was re-assigned to Heinskamp.

10:35 a.m. Lt. Werhe notifies the Colonel that no special events are
-now taking place.

8:45 a.m. Dr. Schubert calls aund reports that, in the area of Hammer-
landstrasse, Siderstrasse, and Heidenkampsweg, hundreds
of dead and living persons are lying on the streets and that
trucks are urgently needed to take them away. Trucks are
ordered '., the area by Major Richert.
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9:00 a.m. Col Westphal goes to East H.Q.

9:01 a.m. Major Elbel reports that the subway tunnel near RR station
is in service, that all the people have been rescued from
Leder Sch~iler and that everyone has been rescued from the
shelter of the Refrigeration Company Jenisch.

9:05 a. m. Brigade 23 is assigned to Hapag Building, Alsterdamm.
Major Elbel asks if four tank wagons can be obtained from
the Steinhauer Corporation Yard.

9:35 a.m. Major Elbel reports that all four tank wagons were burned.
Major Elbel is ordered to go to Rugkoppel (the Command
Post).

9:50 a. m. One tank wagon is assigned to Inspector Beutin at Fire
Station 1 to supply water for Spinkenhof.

10:30 a. m. A Harbor unit from Bremen is sent to Heinskamp from
Billhorner Brfickenstrasse.

11:30 a.m. Situation report received from Col. Schmidt of Fire Divi-
sion B as follows:

Rhenania Ossag, barrel manufacturing department building
is on fire as well as the office building, the fats building,
the bone grinding department building, the oil mixing build-
ing, and the refinery building. Twenty-five hoses are being
used to fight the fires. Sergeants Kr~iger and Sturr received
head, face, and leg injuries; they were taken to Harbor

Hospital.

Schenck & Co., machine hose, copra shed, soap shed, and

warehouse are on fire. Nine C hoses are being used to
fight the fire.

Lagerstrasse, an oil fire is in progress. Because of the
quick spread of the fire and the weak defense forces avail-

able, one engine had to be abandoned; it was destroyed by
the fire.

Other Sites: Piers 34 and 35 were on fire; but fires have
been extinguished. The fires at Veddel have destroyed
more than 50% of the houses. The fire station was hit by
two stick firebombs. These were extinguished by the

3i.



Self-Protection forces. The SS "Westfalen" belonging to
the waterborne Brigade 26 was hit by a high explosive bomb
and 1--q sunk. The fire truck of the Decontamination Bri-
gade 241- was destroyed by a high explosive bomb. Hansa
Mill was comrnletely on fire but the fire was put out. The
messages sent to Col. Westphal by the Group at 1:14 a'. m.
did not reach D--ision B until 9.30 a. m.
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Log of Events, July 29130, 1943

333rd Air Alarm Wind: SSE Low Tide: 12:02 midnight

i1:•-8 p.m. Air alarm.

Milidnight Head of enemy piane formations near Helgoland. Approach-
ing on wide front.

12:15 a. m. Planes relorted over Wiister; planes reported approaching
Freiburg.

12:17 a. m. New formation reported approaching toward Holstein; head of
formation near Heide.

12:25 a. m. Several planes reported near Sasel, Trittau, Zollenspieker;
all neao.:ng towards Hamburg.

12:30 a. m. High explosive bombs landing o.. City Park over a 4 to 5 km
radius.

12:40 a. m. Two additional formations of planes reported near Emdcn,
heading to the East. One new formatior reported near
Wilhelmshaven, easterly course; a large number of glow
bombs repor -ed from Fuhisbtttel, Barmbek, etc.; and
several heavy detonations reported to be near Party
Headquarters.

12:49 a. m. Division 'v :1I reports a fire c-t Ph6nLx Tannenbaum.

12:50 a. m. Division VIII reports high explosive bombs at Ph6ni::,
phosphorus bombs at Thorl on Dampfschiffsweg.

12:54 a. m. Group Harbor reports large fires at Reiherstieg, and heavy
high explosive and firebombing at Blohm & Voss and
Stiilcken. Situation Report: StWlcken Wharf on fire. i3ombs
distributed over the whole wharf area of Blohm & Voss.

12:59 a. m. New enemy formation reported over North Sea, Winterhude,
Lockstedt. Fire and high explosive bombs landing at I3arm-
beck. Mine Bomb in Martinestrasse.

1:00 a. m. So far, four planes have been shot down by nightfighters.
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1:02 a.m. inquiry at radio center regarding the situation at Main Fire
Station. Dorn reports that bombs are raining down and the
Fire Station bas probably been hit.

1:04 a. m. Radio Central reports that approximately 50 high explosive
bombs have landed; that firebombs are raining down and that
high explosive bombs are aga~n coming dorm; everything in
the vicinity is on fire. *

1:05 a. m. A "borrb tree" reported above City Hall; telephone com-
munications with Division B and C are interrupted.

1:07 a.m. New formations reported approaching Meldorf.

1:09 a.m. Group Harbor reports that telephone communications between
Group Harbor and the Sectors have ceased.

1:10 a.m. Inquiry on situation sent to Dr. Unglaube.

1:14 a. m. Several enemy aircraft reported at Wedel and Henumiohr.

1: 18 a. m. Call to Col. Schwarzenberger reporting a heavy rain of
bombs on the Group East territory.

1:18 a. m. Sector 1 reports that it put forces into action; Sprinkenhof
is on fire.

1:19 a.m. Call to Col. Westphal reporting a plane shot down in Finken-
w~rder. Sector A reports that units went into action at
darehouse district and Brook. Communications with other
Sectors are cut off.

1:20 a.m. Roof of Propaganda House is on fire. The fire is being con-
tained by Self-Protection forces, they will (alt back within
five minutes, if their forces are not sufficient to handle the
situ.- "ion.

1:21 a.m. Dorotheenstrasse 176 on fire.

1:27 a.m. One Company under Major Dabbat sent to Fire Division A
to fight the fire at Warehouse "1B."

1:29 a.rn. New enemy planes at the mouth of the Elbe.

1:30 a.m. On inquiry about Main Fire Station Dr. Unglaube replies:
No fire yet. High explosive bombs falling nearby without
interruption.
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1:30 a.m. Large fires reported at Alsterdorferstrasse. Fire at Pro-
paganda House has beer, extinguished. F-res at Reiherstieg
since the beginning of the attack. High explosive bombs
and firebombs fall onto the harbor district, Stiilcken Wharf
is on f-ire.

1:35 a. m. The fire at Sprinkenhof has been extinguished. MageneZ
reports that the underground shelter was hit in such a way
that men cannot get out. (Wonders if there is panic.) The
major damage areas are: (1) Miihlerkamp to the Alster,
(2) Alsterdamnn Strasse and neighboring streets, (3)
Eppandorfer Landstrasse and neighboring streets, and
(4) Fahisbifftel.

1:51 a.m. Received reports as follows: Sector I - all forces iL- action,
using additional forces from S-ctor VII; Sector II - the
same; Sector Mi - no news; Sector VII - have no further
units available; and Sector IX - no reports received.

1:52 a. m. Only one unit from Group East sent to Alsterdorferstrasse
in Sector I.

1:53 a.m. Volunteer Fire Departments Alarm Stage 3 is requested.
Two emergency units sent from Sector VIII to Fire Station
12. Sector H in action at Isestrasse and Mittehweg.

1:58 a.m. Numerous conflagrations reported in the 17th Precinct.
Brigadc5 are being put into action.

1 :2.0 a.m. Message from C. 0. : During fire fighting operations, the
rescue of human lives has top priority.

1:55 a.m. From Air Sector VIII four enemy planes shot down; No. 1
at Ehestorf; No. 2 at Fischbeck; No. 3 at Elsdorf; and,
No. 4 at Wilstedt. No damages worth mentioning.

2:01 a. m. Two more emergency units requested. Warehouse district
in flames.

2:03 a.m. Lt. Schliernann goes on reconnaissance.

2:05 a. m. Message from Dr. Schubert: Katharinenstrasse on fire.
Also some fires in the Old City.
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2:08 a. Mn Message from warning control roorom n Hamburg. liamburg
is free lrom enemy planes.

2:10 a. m. One C. D. Motorized Division sent to Isestrasse and one to
the Warehouse District.

2:11 a. -r. This at.ack was stronger than the first one at 12:30 a. m.

About 600 enemy plaanes estimated.

2:12 a.m. Stock exchange on Ifre.

2:15 a.m. Message from Thi-d Fia.- Division: No fight-ng engagements

at present; Hamburg free of enemy planes.

2:' 5 a.m. Stock exchange, Jungfernstieg, Neuenvall, Ortlepp reported
on fire.

2:15 a.m. Lt. Westphal calls in to report: Messengerz from Sector B
say that Schliemann & Vogt and Bollenueber are on fire.
One F. D. unit was notified to go to Wareh,= :.. District-
it left about five minutes ago.

2:10 a. m. Message: All forces in damage area of Radio Station,
Grindeihof, Grindelallee, and Bronsirass,= report to Fire
Station 4. Request one more F, D. unit.

2:20 a. m. Karstadt Department Store OMV6nckebergstrasse) in flames.

2:23 a.m. Headquarters urgently recpzý:-s fire "Ighting units.

2:25 a.m. Lt. Colonel Schlie.,,ann calls up: He is at the Main Fire
Station, will return.

2:28 a.m. Lt. Luther calls up: Air Sector IIl needs five fire units.
All buildings on M6nckebergstrasse on fire. Three fires
in General Knochenhauerstrasse. Also fires in buildiigs
on Oberstrasse, Hagedornstrasse, and Harvestehuderweg.
Urgently need fire Pighting reinforce merrxs.

2:33 a.m. Major Riedel reports to Main Fire Station: He is requested
to report to Lt. Colonel Westphal.

237 a. m. Lt. B6ttger, Sector C, has no damage to report and will
furnish two fire units. Has sent two fire units to area of
M6nckebergstrasse.
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2:41 a. m. General Knochenhauerstrasse and vicinity needs one F. D.
uniL

2:43 a. m. GEG Besenbinderhof on fire. -Party Headquarters is in
danger of buarning.

2:46 a. m. Communications with Group East are no longer possible.

2:46 a. m. Dr. Unglaube is to set out in the direction of Sector I and
take emergency forces with him.

2:47 a. m. Report from Tower Watch of Air Sector VI: Corst-nt
explosions in the directicn of Geesthacht; presumably the
munitions factory is on fire.

2:48 a. m. A messenger reports to L!. CoL Dr. Schubert: Conflagra-
tion at Rathausmark-t and the Labor Department Building at
Besenbinderhof is on fire. Send all available fighting forces,
at least a brigade, inmmediately.

2:56 a. m. Two units sent to Fire Station 4 area at the east shore of
Binner•.lster between Lombards Bridge and Adolf Hitler
Platz.

3:00 a. m. Major Grabbe calls: Numerous fires in lange Reihe on
Danzigerstrasse. Group West request.c one unit for Winter-
huder Marktpiatz, one for Fire Station 4, one for Fire
Station 3. (Taken care of.) Fire Division II requests an
additional unit for area St. John's Church, Grindel, Knochen-
hauerstrasse. Unit to report to Fire Station 4.

3:02 a.in. Lt. Col. Schliemann calls: He is at Fire Station 10. Orders
one fire squad and one brigade assigned to Fire Station 4,
St. John's Church, Grindel, Knochenhauerstrasse, unless
it h•as already been arranged for. Rescue station at
.rmngartstrasse 24 is on fire and cannot be saved; Sector V
should pull out forces somewhere else and assign to this
site. (Four C. D. Motorized Divisions are on the way:
Nos. 12, 1%, 28, and 32.)

3:02 a. m. Two units are on their way to Knochenhauerstrasse and
Mittelweg. Sector VI on fire: Large cinema Mundsburg,
Oberaltenallee, Winterhuderweg down to the Alster. Fire
area from Hartwikusstrasse, along Hofweg, Langenzug,
Osterbeckstrasse, Dorotheenstrasse, large factory buildings
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of Nagel & Kemp, Bambus & Co., Wasmut & Co., all
arouni Fire Station 10. The area is so extended that it
cannot be ascertained if these are single fires or not. So
far no strong fire storm is in evideace. In crder to effec-
tively fight the fires in this area, the whole front would
have to be realigned and 20 to 30 units would be required
for this. One unit from Leipzig has arrived at Fire Station
10 so far. Only fires in single houses are being fought.
All along the Alster, forces can :.et for Fire Station 10.
Fromn Sierichstrasse and Hofweg it is relatively easy to
advaiice to the outside. A renewed request for forces from
Fire Station IV for the area St. John's Church, Grindel,
Knochenhauerstrasse is received. (Even more important
is St. George's Church.)

3:i0 a. m. One additional F. D. unit needed for the warehouse district.
Four motorized units and eight Fire Companies from
RothenburglSittensen are to arrive in 1 /2 hour. They are
to be sent to residential districts, i.e., to Barmbeck
(i•1ittelweg and vicinity are comparatively small). People
to be rescued from shelters in the area. Send them in the
direction of Aussenalster, Sierichstrasse, and Hofweg, and
to penetrate to the streets in the eastern part of Barmbeck.
They are to fight the fires according to the individual situa-
tion, not division-wide, but by brigade. Send Division Lead
Squad ahead with staff and send pilots along.

3:16 a. m. Situation in Sector B has crystallized. Additional forces are
no longer needed.

3:21 a. m. Group Harbor inquires if all waterborne brigades are in
action. Forces from Lohmiihlen Hospital, because the two
burning pavilions cannot be saved, are assigned to tLe
Hospital on Billaustrasse.

3:25 a. m. Message from Fire Station 1: School of homeless persons
at Armgartstrasse 24 cannot be preserved.

3:28 a. m. Situation report for Group West: Many large single fires
in the territory.

3:35 a. m. Decontamination brigade chief 14/VII reports in by telephone.
Colonel orders him to go immediately to damage area with
Group Barmbeck to rescue people and to recover dead bodies.
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3:36 a.m. Two more F.. A units for Hobeluftchaussee 2nd surrounding,
streets requested.

3:3 V a. m. Sergeant Peters reports that he is being as~ignpd to re-
cover bodies. (Connection interrupted.) Emergenciy
Brigade 141WV at Berliner Tor. No motorized fire eagres
available. Have to rescue people in direction of Ba-ambeck.
Encourage people, Lo they won't let thrimselves be b-r ed.
Get ihem going in the direction of the Alster, butrot. p zhera
there.

3:40 a. m. Three fire vehicles are at BaumwalaL Ore squaa •'irected
to repurt to Lt. CoL Dr. Schubert at Adolf Hit-erplatz.
The others directed to work on their own wit!.. 3 hose-.

3:43 a. m. Hindenburg Barracks are on fire. Fires on Hindent-arg-
st•a-sse and Sierichstrasse are spreading, Need fire
fighting forces urgently.

3:50 a. m. Alsterdorfer Prison is reportee -_m fire.

3:50 a. m. SOS Refirgeration Co. on Rosensti %ZS- or. L,'e. 2Need
fire fighting forces urgently. (Brat w.* are avaflable.)
Small fires at Blohm & Voss in S Ctor C. StuI-cken report-
edly has their fire under control Dr. Unglaube reports
that no conflagration is noticeable in Winterh-de and the
Alsterdorfer Institution and Prisor, is on f-ire.

4:00 a. m. Dr, Schubert reports in to He.idquarters: tio forces are
available. Also, in case Pchce forces are at the disposal

of the Command Post at Adolf Hitlerplatz, assign them
there. Master Meyer at Fire Station 4 reports large damage
area around St. John's Church and General Knochenhauer-
strasse. Fire fighting forces from Neun-inster are dis-
patched to the area. Large residential buildings are on
fire to the north of Fire Station Barmbeck and Jarrestrasse.
At the Freight Station in City Park, many elevated cars
are on fire. Heidenreich & Harbeck, and Harburger Rubber
Works, north of Harburger RR Station are oi. fire. Can't
get through this area in direction of Ohlsdorf because of the 4
strong shower of sparks and great heat. But no marked
fire storm. Great heat in Fuhlsbittelerstrasse.

4:20 ,. m. Mundsburg seems to be engulfed by firc. It has to be ascer-
tained if the route from the Overseas Home in the direction
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of Beichitorinar~d, along the M~ster, is still. passable Itf
is MC IOuger Passable aioug .uKnd•b•rg becaus-e of the de6bris
2nd ý;_t he-t. Ass•i one fire brigade or 2 squads to
Kl6p=eriaus. The mrissenger sihoud decide if two squads
are sufficieg., Large 1i-res between Wii--erhuder Ilarkt-
platz 2A, Lange-nzug.Lka reported; residential houses are
on fire. (Assign necessary forces after need is ascertained.)

4:20 a. Me. Telephone message fror MIajor Richert: Request 20 addi-
tional •.fits. (Reply: Can't be done. Try from County
lWeserl/Ems.)

4:31 -.-. m. Firm Heidenreich and Harbeck urgently neees fire floiting
assistance, otherwis- will be ttal loss. Fire Station X
has no more forces at its disposal.

-:32 a. In. Mes-sage from Cap! in Lebius: Finkenau Maternit- Hospital,
200 women trapped. Fire Station X has dispatched a heavy
fire brigade and or, - lieutenant with automobile at 4:15 a. n .
Also two tank trucLs from the C. D. -Motorized D.vision
were assigned to the ,ite.

5:05 a. m. Neumiinster forces did not report to the fire sites as crdered.
instead, they reported to Adolf Hitlerplatz and wax•ed orders.
They are directed to go to Fire Station IV for duty at St.
John's Church, all of them. So far, St. John's Church and
vicinity has five fire squads and one emergency unit (from
its owm sector). So far no other forces available. (Check
on the Neuminster incident. They reported to Lt. Col. Dr.
Schubert at Adolf Hitlerplatz Command Post.)

5:25 a. m. Two Fire Trucks 25 are available at German Wharf F1-nken-
wrder. One Fire Truck 25 is available at Blohm &I ass,
and two vehicles are available at Howaldt Works. These
are put into action at Eppendorfer Landstrasse, Breiten-
felder Strasse and vicinity. Four motorized companies
that arri",e at Veddel and have been assigned to fight small
fires should set out at once for Police Precinct 18 on
Hoheluftchaussee. Send mnotorcyclie messengers ahead to
scout the way which can be taken by the :ompanies. Send
one motorcycle messenger to alert the Wharves and one to
notify the companies. Messengers are to report how many
forces have become aiailable.

5.34 a. m. Message from Dr. Unglaub?- Conflagration taking place in

4
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area between Barmbeckerstrasse, Maria Luisenstrasse,
Possmoorweg, Sierichstras*. to Kcrnerstrs!rasse, Schill-
lerstrasse, Mozarts& sse, Bachstrasse, and Barmbeck- I
erstr-asse. A large fire is developing in the area to the
east of Fire Stati. le.,

5:35 a. In. Precincts 44, 45 (St. George) need urgent help, Four
squads of the volunteer fire department at Fire Station 14
set out for St. George.

5:40 a. M. Report from C oup East: Conflagration taking place in
Wandsbek fr . Holstenstrasse to Nordmarkstrasse. Need
two fire units with two hose trucks. Direct them to report
to -Air Sector V.

5:4L a. m. Message from Major Zettner: Four fire units from Fire
Department Bremen are on the Auto Balm at Harburger
Chaussee. They should be assigned to fight the confiGra-
tion in Wandsbek, Holstenstrasse to Nordmarkstrasse.

5:55 a. in. Two units should proceed in direction of Sierichstrasse,
and from there go to the damaged area in Group East.
Two brigades are pulled out from Wandsbek and are assign-
ed to fight a fire in the Post Office Hifhnerposten. Two fire
brigades and 1 hose truck are needed at Hiihnerposten.

5:56 a.m. Orders for Huihnerposten are withdrawn. All units from
Bremen are to be sent back to Barmbek.

5:57 a. m. Message from Air Sector V: Four fire units have set out
for Sierichstrasse to fight conflagration as directed; two
Motorized Divisions have been sent to Waridsbek.

6:00 a.m. Telephone call from Maj, Zettner to Lt. Col. Dr. Schubert:
All available units are to report to Major Zettner at the
Command Post at Adolf Hitlerplatz.

6:02 a. rn. Message from Col. Hartmann: Motorized Companies which
were assigned to fight small fires, have set out on their
own initiative, reportedly toward Eppendorferlandstrasse.
All forces that become available are to be assigned to the
area of Eppendorferlandstrasse and Hoheluftchaussee in
order to fight the fires there.
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6:04 a. m. Message from Capt. Jacobs: (Situation Report About Air
Sector I): There are many single fires in Sector I, scat-
tered over the whole area. The major damage area in the
Sector is at Winterhuder Marktplatz.

6:13 a. at. Forces are Efeuweg and Jarrestrasse assigned in addition
to ow. Sector units include: parts of Motorized Division 29
(presumably one unit). Fire Station 11 was hit by fire
sticks but was saved from destruction. Further spread -)f
fire not likely. If possible, send reinforcements. No
forces available.

6:15 a. m. Message from Liidemann: Send hose trucks immediately to
Mittelweg, St. John's Church. Water storage basins are
empty and must lay a hose line to the Alster. No hoses
are available on site at present. Will send forces as soon
as available. Buildings on Milchstrasse on fire; fire might
spread to State Government Building. Nearby water storage
basin cannot be used, since duds are located all around it.
(Pay no attention to duds. These will not explode for a
week. The water storage basin must be utilized. It is
imperative that the State Government Building be preserved.)

6:15 a. tn. Orders to Lfidemann: The water storage basin endangered
by duds must be utilized in case there is no other water
available and the State Government Building is threatened.
Fire engine should be positioned as safe as possible, using
all available pump lines.

6:17 a. m. Message from Col. Schlien-ann: The chances of saving the
K6pperhaus are good. Many Motorized Division units are
standing along Hartwicusstrasse. In the meantime, four
fire units from Bremen have set out for Barmbeck. One
hose truck unit is on the way to the State Government
Building; it has been directed to report to Capt. LUidemann.

6:17 a. m. The fire in Barmbeck has not grown to the proportions
feared at first.

6:20 a. m. Damage area of the Second Emergency Units includes
Grindelallee to Rentzelstrasse where the buildings are
completely on fire. The fire is spreading to neighboring
streets. The Volunteer Fire Unit Pinneberg arrived at
the scene.
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6:23 a.m. Message from Dr. Schubert: Steeple of St. Catharine's
Church collapsed at 5:40. Need one unit at Dovenfleth
which should come by way of H~ixter and Fischmarkt.
Also, one hose truck needed at Adolf Hitlerplatz.

6:23 a.m. Message from Brunswig: Theater is no longer i, danger
of complete destruction; fire fighting is being continaed.
Need one hose truck at Lange Reihe to supply water from
the &1ster.

6:25 a.m. Eleven phosphorus bombs reported to be lying on- the
Studenm's Athletic I, leld between HSV-Platz and Museum.

* Neec! forces to remove them.

6:26 a in. About 100 persons are trapped by surrounding fires in a
pipe bunker at R6nnhaidstrasse and Mesterkamp. Assis-
tance requested immediately. In addition to fire fighting
forces witIi a truck, first aid personnel, and two casualty
transport squads are assigned the task of rescuing the
people. The Motorized Division 21 is assigned to the fire
site Winterhuder Mirktplatz, Efeuweg. One Division is
not sufficient. Report that, unless more assistance is
fo-thcoming, the fire here will spread. Phosphorus and
firebombs had landed on the area. (When the above damage
site was reported, there was no question of the fire spread-
ing. Rather, the impression was conveyed that no F. D.
forces at all were needed.)

6:35 a.m. An add-'clonal 15 Fire Units were assigned to fight the con-
flagration in the area of Group East. Of these, seven went
to Air Sector VI and eight to Air Sector V.

6:40 a.m. Four fire units from Kiel with two hose trucks were dis-
patched to St. John's Church. Other units, as available,
are to be sent to the Pipe Bunker Shelter on R6nnhaidstrasse.
It was suggested that the other remaining forces be divided.
One unit to go at once to the Bunker on R6nnhaidstrasse,
one unit to go to Sector I and one unit to go to Epp-ndorf.
Volunteer Fire Department Pinneberg was ordered to supply
water for Alte Rabenstrasse, from Grundallee to Grindel-
allee. Two additional units were sent to St. John's Church.

6:55 a.m. Message from General Meyer: Where ar( forces assigned?
Fire Department personnel should only bF assigned to save
human lives and definitely not to pi eserve personal belongings.
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7:25 a.m. Civil Defense Police Unit from Brunsbittelkoog directed to
go to Fischmarkt by way of M13hren and to report to Lt.
B6ttcher at the collection point.

7:30 a. m. Captain Herine is directed to take over the unit that is
stationed at the Esplanade; the unit should he told ,o take
orders from him.

7:35 a. m. The Fire Boat "Master OHM" is directed to fight those
fires that it can reach with its 200 meters of hose material.
The fire unit from Wesermn'Jnde is directed to go to Fire
Station 12 and report for duty.

7:40 a. m. Main Fire Station I reports that the two F. D. units which
are expected to arrive in the near future, are expected to
report to the Station as soon as the head of the column
arrives. Report is to be made from the station so that
further orders can be issued. Suggest that a motorcycle
messenger be sent ahead via Heidenkampsweg and, as
soon as he sights the units approaching, report back to us.

7:45 a. m. A Lt. Colonel from Bremen reports at the Main Fire Sta-
tion with two units. A house block at Essen and Uferstrasse
in Barmbeck is on fire. One unit sent to that site with
directions to take a pilot from the Main Fire Station if there
were no people in the unit who know Hamburg well and to
show them the streets to go over on the map. The second
unit is directed to remain at the Main Fire Station for the
time, at the disposal of the High Command for future
direction.

7:50 a, m. A 250-rian army unit lead by Count von Bassewitz was
directed to set out in the direction of the area, Adolfstrasse/
Hofweg/Barmbeck.

8:05 a.m. Lt. Col. Schliemann reports that he has gained the impres-
sion that this attack is not as extensive as was the last one.
He wants to push through from Fire Station 10 to Wandsbeck
and find out if it is possible to pull off forces from Essen-
strasse and Uferstrasse to fight the fires in Wandsbek from
the east or if they should be attacked from the west.

8:07 a.m. The Lt. with two units--Bremen West and Bremen Land--
should be on stand-by at Main Fire Station.
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8:20 a.m. Lt. Diimmer reports that two Emergency Fire Units, located
at Sector VIII, Harburg, are available for re-assignment.
Directed them to set out for Fire Station 12, Hamburg, and
report there for new assignment.

8:25 a. m. The fire fighting forces of St. Anne's requested fuel; they
were told that fuel must be obtained from the Main Fire

Station, since there are no vehicles available for its I
transport.

8:32 a. m. Fire fighting squad 13b/IV at Fire Station I was ordered to
go to Klpperhaus and report to the fire fighting forces
assigned there. The Bremen unit remained at Main Fire
Station on stand-by.

8:30 a. m. Stock exchange requests help. Two fire fighting squads
from Wedel/Borsfleth and two squads from Dabbert were
assigned to that site.

8:35 a. m. One Fire Truck 15 from FinkenwArder and one Fire Truck
25 from German Wharf with crews are available for re-
assignment. One was immediately dispatched to Adolf
Hitler Platz to report to the Command Post there. One
Fire Truck Finkenw~rder was directed to report to the
building across the street from the Bieberhaus, where an
army depot is located.

8:45 a. m. Major Schfitze at the Main Fire Station reports that the
three units from Lfibeck which were previously assigned
in Wandsbek are now assigned as follows: 1 unit to the
Maternity Hospital Finkenau; 1 unit to the North German
Yeast Processing Co., and 1 unit to R. St. 100. He also
reports that he has been on duty since 6:30 a.m. He is
directed to go into the Barmbeck area in order to take
stock of the situation.

8:50 a. m. Three squads of Volunteer Fire Department Pinneberg, at
Fire Station 4, are ordered to go to Rappolthaus immediately.

8:56 a. m. Units of Volunteer Fire Department Pinneberg, remaining
at Fire Station 4, to be assigned to site at corner of Wiesen-
datnm and Thielowgasse.

9:00 a. m. Dr. Unglaube reports that he is unable to get through to
Barmbecker Marktplatz with the two units, because the
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Market Place is surrounded 1ty flames. The fire units
already assigned there had to leave their vehicles and the
vehicles burned. The two fire fighting forces are now
assigned to fire sites at Uferstrasse/Lerchenfeld/
Richardstrasse and are trying to advance to the north.
Dr. Unglaube .plans to drive with two motorcycle mnessen-
gers in the direction of Osterbeckstrasse in order to find
cut if additional forces are required t. -re. He was directed
t., go only into those streets from rhich it is possible to
riAurn and rrmke a report.

9:10 a.m. Lt. Hatje of Group West reports: In Jarrestadt a catas-
trophe is developing. All available forces in the territory
are assigned there. Send additional forces immediately,
in the direction Goldleck/Osterbeck Canal. Message call
to Fire Station: First squad- from Bremen is to set out
immediately in the direction of Goldbeck/Osterbeck Canal
in Jarrestadt, south of Wiesendamm. Water is to be taken
from the Goldbeck-Osterbeck Canal between Wiesendamm
and Jarresstrasse. The route to be taken is via Adolf-
strasse, and then Sierichstrasse to Langenkan-p, then
turn to the right on Langenkamp. Squad to go into action
on its own initiative in area of Goldbeck and Osterbeck
Canal to Jarresstrasse at Nageland Kemp. Use their own
judgment in selecting fire sites. Time is of the essence.
Must move out immediately!

9:15 a.m. Report by Lt. Col Schliemann that the danger to the 100
people trapped in thie bunker is not as bad as feared. He
himself was in the bunker. The Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments from Himmelpforten, Mittelkirchen, Borstel, and
Stade reported in. They are directed to set out immediately
for the Main Fire Station and report there. A Fire Engine'
8 from Finkenwdrder is directed to go to Fire Station I and
report there.

9:20 a. m. Motorized Company St. Anne's is ordered to set out
immediately by way of Main Railroad Station, Steindamm,
Lohmfihlenstrasse, Schwanewik, and Adolfstrasse to go to
Langenkamp. They are to take water from Goldbeck and
Osterbeck Canals and to go into action on their own initiative.
Time is of the essence.

9:45 a. m. Report by Lt. Col JfIrgensen, that he traveled from Fire
Station 10 across Osterbeckstrasse to the Schauburg Movie
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House at Dehnraide that the fires in the area have all burned
out so that fire fighting forces are no lonýer required, and
that the army is already busy with clean-up operations in
the area. Lt. CoL Jfirgensen is to return from Barmbeck

RR Station to here by way cf Wandsbeck.

9:55 a. m. Volunteer Fire Department units Rendsburg arrived at
Fir;e Station 4. They are directed to go into action irame-
-liatcly at the Stock Exchange fire site. A-vailable wmater

sources are to Ze shown to them on the map.

10:15 a. m. Lt. Col. Schliemann reports: All fire fighting in Schauburg,
Barmbeck, Dehnhaide, has stopped because all fires have
completely burned themselves out. There is no point in
sending new forces. Clean-up operations have been started
by the Army. No dead bodies have been found although
several Air Raid Shelters in the vicinity were inspected.
There was plenty of good air everywhere and the People's
morale is high. At Osterbeck Canal, in the vicinity of
Maria Louisenstrasse, a large number of fire vehicles are
reportedly parked.

10:25 a. m. Fire fighting forces at Osterbeck Canal were sent +o the Stock
Exchange. (If forces are idle anywhere, they are to be

sent to Fire Station 10 or to Main Fire Station.)

10:30 a. m. Fifteen trucks from the Main Fire Statian assigned to the
task of recovering bodies at Sfiderstrasse and Rothenburg-
sort %'.. raunsp.ark.).

0O:40 a. m. One unit of the Volunteer Fire Department from Eutin sent
from Fire Station 12 to telephone exchange, Averhoffstrasse.
(It must be saved because important communication lines
go through 'here.) Vehicles are to be made available for

evacuating women.

10:45 a. m. Emergency Squad T6pfer directed to go to Fire Station 2
from the SS "Buchheister" immediately and to wait there
for further orders.

10:50 a.m. Dr. Unglaube reports: The assignment of 10 to 12 units to
penetrate west. south, and east from Schleidenplatz a well
worthwhile effort.
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10:55 a. m. The 2 F companies and 2 1 companies of C. D. Motorized
Diision 42 are to be assigned to fire sites at Schieiden-
poatz.

10:58 a. m. -New orders for the uwit assigned to the Stock Exchange:
Go to Schl-idenp.atz, Barmbeck, immediately. Report to
th- leader of MoAtorized Division 42 and re•iest assignment.
In case Schleidenpiatz cannot be reached, break through to
the west, south, and east on your own initiative-
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Hanr.-urg Fire Department
Me.ssage Log, July 30, 3943

Air Alarm: 11:5b p.r-.., July 29, 19-43

Attack Starts: 12:35 a. m., July 30, 194-3

Firebombs fell on Altona, Fuhlsbittel, BarrmbecL-, Jarrestadt and
Harberg. High explosie bombs fenl at Stfilcken WXarf, and on Eppendorf
Mlr-tinsrrasse, and Lohstedt. Large fires at Reihestieg in lHarburg.

"* July 30, 1943

1:00 a. m. from Group Harbor: Assigir, tre fighting forces immediately
to burning piers in harbor.

1:00 a. m. from Group West: Numerous conflagrations at 17Ith Precinct.
Fire Brigades are being assigned.

1:05 a. m. from Group East: Idany high explosive bombs and firebombs
fell at the Ms in vi, z Stat .on (Berlinertor).

1:11 a.m. from Fire Division !MI: S.._rinkr -!:g:of in flames, assign fire
fighting forces.

1:20 a.m. to Police President from BdO: During fire fighting opera-
tions, rescue of persons is to be given priority. (Signed)
von Bassewitz

1:20 a. m. from Col. Westphal, Group Hiz-bor: Forces assigned to
Warehouse District and Brook. From other sectors, no
news at all. Communications interrupted.

1:25 a. m. from Police President (to Groups and Divisions): Pass on
message from von Bassewitz (see above).

1:27 a.m. from Group East and Harbor: C-tty Hall on fire; large fires
around Inner Alster. Pier B in Harbor on fire. Major dam-
age area is in region of Miihlenkamp to the Alster; two addi-
tional emergency units requested. One unit from Leipzig
assigned to Group Easi.

2:0i a.m. from Group Harbor. Division A reports that two additional
emergency units are needed. Warehouse district is on fire.
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2:10 -.. M. from Pire Ditisi-n H: AU1 forces of Fire D.-ision H assigned
i.- sre2 of Radio Slation, CrýInehof, Grindelallee. and Born-
st.iasse. Request one emergency unit to refiort to Fire
Station l4..

2:10 a. M. from Group Harbor: Telemone lies down. Available forces
are not safficient-. Need tzo add -.. units. Fire sites are
as follows: (1) f,%harf Warehouse B, (2) Sandior Wharf, Block
0, (3)' euer WaIVdrahm, Block P, (4) Brooldor 8, A - -s-

tration Building Ha.ag, (5) St. -Anne Shore, Hansen & Stuhi,
Blocks Q and i, (5) Holland Brook, Block U, (7) Block E on
Brook, (8) ase, Harbor c ction.

2:20 a. m. from outside source: Karstadt Department Store in M6ncke-
bergstrasse on fire.

2:20 a.m. from Fire Division A to All Units: General Command re-
quests lire fighting forces urgently. Three fires in General
Knochenm.uerst-rasse. Large fires in Hagedornstrasse,
W-tarvestehuderstrasse, and Oberstrasse. Very urgent!

2:20 a. M. from Group Harbor: Rescue station Harburg on fire. No
n:m-re forces left. Urgent!

2:28 a. m. frcm Sector MI: Karstadt Department Store and large office
buildings on fire. 'Need five emergency fire units.

2:35 a. m. to Fire Division A: No further fire fighting forces available
at this time. As soon as some become available, will make
them available.

2:36 a. m. from Fire Division MI: All forces assigned. Need five addi-
tional units to fight fires on MWnckebergstrasse and Rddings-
markt.

2:40 a. m. from Group Harbor: Fire Division C has no assignments,
has 2 emergency units available; Fire Division VIII has no
assignments, has 1 emergency unit available.

2:43 a. mn. from outside source: G. E. G., Besenbinderhof on fire.
County Administration Building in danger.

2:55 a. m. from Captain Brunswig: Constant explosions in the direction
of Rothenburgsort.
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3:30 2,m. from 1 jrsmp Fire )•,vso I-- Dn-nzge art,- ofe
Richelluf Chacssee, flreftzfelterstrasse, E-sea~rjr,-r and
Loansbse hare widesgx-ed cmalagomics. Recest two
emergency ufireý arwifs. IRepom to Pblicx! Precinzt 13 2z the

conroff ifHenea Chaussee and Eppeafor~erveg-

3:-40 a- M. fromm Group West: SM - Reftigeration Company at Rosen-
sfrasse on f-r-. Help urgetly neede&

3:43 a.2 M from 15ffi Pre-inct: - rg Ba-,rracks are on fire. Fires
in I adn&hburgstr-asse and at Rteicbsirasse are contimuing to
spread. Ieed additiona fire Fhtiýg forces urgently.

3:55 a. m. from Group West: Gotenhof ou Are. Need help nrgeLty.

4:02 a. m. from Army Headquarters: General Wahle asks for one Fire
Truck 25 to go to Krohnskamp, where a gasoline depot is in
danger. Also to assign one fire fighting group axi portable
fire engine each to !-indenburg Barreacks, Hanseaten Barracks,
and the City Hal-l

4:17 a. m. radio message from Grwp East: Large sea of flames in
Sector. Try to save quarters of Group East.

4:30 a. m. from Group East: Heidenreich & Harbeck on Fare, defense
plant. At the _Maternity Clinic Finkenau, 200 women are
trapped; have assigned 2 portable fire engines and one LFS
to rescue the women.

4:35 a. m. from Ruttemann, Division M: One unit from Berlin reports
a block fire at Beckerstrasse and Schmiedestrasse. Asks
for immediate assignment of two emergency units.

4:45 a. m. from Jlotje, Group West: Hopfenmarkt and vicinity on fire.
Urgently need help.

4:45 a. m. from Group West: Large conflagration taking place between
City Hall and Main RR Station, especially at Harbor, Grimm,
Deichstrasse, Bleichertwiete, and Dovenfleth. The Karstadt
Department Store is on fire. Also, a large conflagration
down to R6dingsmarkt. Large fires in the stockyar-ds at
Sternstrasse. Large conflagrations in Pohce Precincts 24,
25, and 26. Center of catastrophe appears to include St.
John's Church, Magdalenstrasse, the Federal Building,
Grindelhof, PJundesstrasse Barracks, Jungfrauenthal, and
Papendamm. Nr-nd fire fighting assistance desperately.
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-4a. t. o Col- Wetps-ha: 2sga was='•.r fire u..iL.. to c'mmr
Par. Adolf Blerla-tz.

4:54 a.2 . fro= DiSiito Vti: Co~eiagcs in Police Precincts 60, 55,
and 65• -No nes from Precincts 61 and Si- sreed to m• re
u5 its for Dirgsior %ie1, One Fire Emergency Brigad andon
Other Unit fromlely om already rsw there-

4:55 a. M. from Dr. Sc hubert at Adolf CiftleralzeCz: Sifhtio e is !ecom-
i eg ntore Critical all !he si.ee.

:15 a2. Mn from Sector Vedo: Emergency Unit VIll, Which is assigned to
Division A at Wharf Q. is ordered to break- off fire figbting
operations and go imtmediately to Adolf Hitlerplatz.

:5 a. In. from Master BMeier, Fire Department: Buildings anong
GrindeLallee, from Rentzelstrasse to nte colTecting railway,
are completely on fire. the fires are spreading to the
neighboring streets. One emergency unit of the Volunteer
Fire Department Pinnebergazrrived-

6:05 a. m. from ta- Col. Schubert: St. Catharine Church Tower :nov-
Lapsed at 5:40_. The fires spread fro e Brandstinete to Fisch-
marketg Need one emergency unit at Fischmarket-Dovenfleth
and one hose truck at Adolf Hitlerpi smatz.

6:08 a. in. from Captain Brunswig: Fire at Hotel Reichshof and fires in
neighboring buildings mostly under control. Theater not in
danger any !onger. Fire fighting continues in the direction
of Langefeihe. Need one hose truck to obtain water from the
Aister.

6:25 a. m. from Captain Liidemann: Captain Liidemann has taken over
the fire area of Alittehweg, Alsterchaussee, Bottgerstrasse,
and the Alster- There are eight se~parate fires in the area
and eight squads are already assigned. Urgently need three
hose trucks and three heavy fire brigades. Command Post
is situated on Mittelweg near St. John's Church.

6:25 a. m. from Group WVest: Sector I reports separate fires in the
areas of WVinterhuder Market Place, Efeuweb, and Jarre-
stadt. NvI-torized Division 29 is assigned to these fires, but
it is not -.ufficient. If no additional help can be secured,
these fires will turn into conflagrations and none of the multi-
story apartment houses will be salvaged. Fire .Otation 11 was
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bftby bV~bos:andi fi'reirmibs; the fire Ughtfing opeiafiims
saccess.zwll F ct thk~Be fires.. Ihe Sector physic~n chec W.-
the fi~rSt aid Staffin~S at IUCOn-alelde and CitY ?&rk.. SO far
these statiens have not EL-d 2= ininred lentias.

S:A2 a. M_. from COL S liennam: If pssible. send tro hose trCks an

the doadble to Mit1-gnear SL john's Chmrch..

* 6:55 a- In- from Captain Brnmsuig: Sevrera-l buildings; can stfil be s~zed
at Tenda1m-1n, amoqgst them sections of the Old FGo&;
Home. Ose emergency nnft is r•eee, Forces of the iWlfr-
izred ]Division 23 have been assigned~ to the Command Posi at
Mundbrger Bridge.

7:20 a. M. to Capa2in Brunswig: Volunteer Firet De__rtment I-ieitkezg
assigrnI to •fifflemimm fire site.

7:20 a.m. from Captain Oheii. FPire S~stioi 11: Waterborne Fitr S-azd
26b/C available for duty. Anchored at Baumwalt

7:26 a. m. from BdO: Whole block is on fire from Essenstrasse to
Uferstrasse.

7:40 a.m. from Fire Station I: Please have ten pilots with motorcycles
stand by at the Main Fire Station.

7:45 a. m. from Captain Brunswig: Send the emergency unit from Bremen
to the Main Fire Station.

8:15 a. m. from Fire Division MI: Stock Exchange Fire Company asks
for assist2nce. Two fire brigades are approaching Riesen-
danum, namely 2 fire squads from Wedel Borsfleth and two
fire squads from Dabbert.

8:40 a. m. from Fire Division A to Fire Station 12: Forces in fire sec-
tor Brandstwiete are sufficient. Fire there sealed off and
contained. Message received at 9:20 a. m.

8:40 a. m. from Col. Schubert: Request one fire brigade for Rappold-
haus. Fire fighting forces it. area Adolf Hitlerplatz suffer
from great hunger and thirst. Order Major von Pitoll to
station the water tank wagon at Adolf Hitlerplatz.

9:00 a. m. from Fire Division VIiI (Leiboldt): Emergency Brigades
14/VIII and 24/ VIJI return from recovering ibodies.

335



9-O3 m-an-~. from Czp!esiz Fire Divisif '-a :Cmtr -~lp
iug, in tgtJ---e~d z.ýr J-1 aswaitl fr~e~s IM-

L[tam bmhý fite GoldINx-ck and th OE-ertc.!ck i Grec-P
-$.,, hs'- 'frces; at their disposa.

9:20 2. ;-1 t-, Kforizd Ccmpany, S& Aime-: Leave 2t catce cci- e>air RRI

-S.1 9---#razse Ljd Langen~ka-ý- IVater 09 be tzi-m Zi- od

bec and Viesbzetk Canals. Go !rto action oni you -

Tin~e is of the essme.-

on fire.

9:4- a- . In. from Fire Stationii!: VTohunmter P-ire Gii~iCerm-an
' iar hs arrive-d Fire Station 1.

10:1 5 a. r.~from Li-. of F. IV)- Btncier: T-!-e -fag-aftion J-- the fire
area2 b4-cu-ded iv i~en Brandst-wiete, Bergstrasse. ha-s
been corn,;ine& 'No riic-re danger for St. Peter's Church.
In a short tiime we wirl have forces available for reassign-
maent.

10:40 a.m n. f-rcm Federal Representat-ive: Fires till raging in houses or
T~rohm~. ioratheenstrasse, Sierichstrasse, -Andrea-

b-trasse, and ak -City- Hail. (Note: According to Sergeani
NiIOR-r- Greup West, Unit !/(1 has been assigned to the above

10.45 a. rn. L-rom Fire -Division Ki: The telephone exchange at Averhoff-
sftrasze is xi 1ie.Assign twvo fire squads of the volunteer
fire departmnt.i

S1:28 a.mi. front Lt. Coi. Unglzube: Trip from Publsbfittelers'-asse
northward tW Banrailce-~ iBa~hnhof 'leads across nothing but
fields o? debrio. T area is very difficult to pass thr'uugh.
Batintich'o; Maancet caa be ý'cachcd from Vie north. To
the east. h- ar-e ontly -,eaps of debris. It is useless to
assign fire figbiting£~rr in thiG are-a.

12:05 noon frorn F'u-,13.---"t 11 , jil(at St. ne , tc Lt. Col. Schiubert at
Commnmznd Pcs-, ;-tdo..X Kjitjlernatz: Contained conflagration
jir the v-n1 w~&~iitii dh( n;ýip ot ot'-hr forces. Fire
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•ýing dill be finished in about one hour. Command Post
21 TL Anne's 'No. 1. (Signed) Strauss, Distr. Lt.

12:30 noon ;o Fire Station 12 (by motorcycle messenger): The units
assembled at Fire Station 12 are to be put at the disposal of
Sectars VI, X, and V to transport bombed-out people to the
colletion point at City Park. All forces will be. under the
comn:,-d of Fire Chief. (Signed) Vnn Heimburg.

1:40 p.m. to Grc ip East: Requested one C. D. Motorized Division for
Group qast Please inform the Department where they are
supposcd to report. (Local Headquarters, TeL 220). If
possibe:, pull out your own forces.

2:00 p.m. to Lt. CoL Kaltenstroth, Group Harbor: Dispatch two emer-
gency urfts from Air Sector VII to Fire Station 12. Report
on arriva. (Signed) Dr. Zaps

2:00 p.m. to Major Liffler, -Air Sector V: Forces arriving at Fire
Station are free to relieve presently assigned forces. Please
arrange assignments locally. (Signed) Dr. Zaps

2:05 p.m. from Lt. Col. Westphal (to Group Harbor): Motorized Divi-
sion 42 assigned to Schleidenplatz. Volunteer Fire Unit (90
men) assigned to Dovenfleth, Drandstwiete, Gr6ningerstrasse,
Fish Market; they are to report to Captain Spohn. Dismiss
the two units working at Wilhelmshaven.

10:30 p.m. from Adolf Hitler Barracks, Bundesstrasse 45 (to C. D.
Command, City Hall): A small fire at Bundesstrasse 15 and
43 got out of hand and threatens to turn into a conflagration.

3
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Main Fire Station Hamburg, August 18, 1943

Personal Experience Report of Events on 7/27-28/43 j
I

To clarify the events as I observed them during the second attack night at
the Main Fire Station--and I do not wish to push myself into the foreground
because like thousands of others, I only did my duty--I herewith submit
the following report.

After the air alarm was sounded, Dr. Unglaube and I first sat down on the
bench across from the Main 'ire Station in order to get some fresh air.
The attack from the direction of Wandsbek and Barmbeck started suddenly
with lightning speed, and we quickly went to the cellar. The crews of
Precinct 91, some personnel from Fire Station 1, and the Berlin staff
were present as usual. in the radio room in the cellar. During the air
attack when explosions could be clearly recognized in the viciaiity, inspec-
tion rounds were made continuously by Masters Stankowski and Piper,
Sergeant Dorn and other, as well as myself, to determine whether the
fire station had been hit by bombs or was on fire. T understand that Mas-
ters Stankowski and Piper even went into the attics searching for fires.
Some time went by in this manner.

In the meantime, several radio reports were re(eived frorm Harbor; how-
ever, we could not respond to their requests at that time. Suddenly (I do
not know the exact time), someone called: "Captain, people over here are
in danger and are calling for help!" I called: "Quick, men, we have to go
there, " and several men followed me. I recognized the voices of Sergeants
Dorn, Henne and Nieling. Dorn took a woman from a Party member who
had carried her to the fire station. The front houses at Berlinertor and
the terrace at Heitmannspark were searched during these rescue actions,
and as far as could be ascertained in the confusion, about nine persons
were rescued. We ran along the terrace several times although large
stones and pieces of debris were raining down all around us. We heard
wild screams which, we found out later, came from horses. After I had
made sure that people in this area were no longer in danger, I ran along
the street up to the Schneemilch Restaurant. I heard that similar rescue
actions were in progress in Minenstrasse and Wismarerstrasse. At that
time, it was absolutely impossible to go along either Kolbergstrasse or
Hohenstrasse because both were a sea of flames; I therefore returned to
the radio room to catch my breath.

I kept watch on the fires all around the Main Fire Station, and very shortly
danger of the fire spreading to the Fire Station was imminent because a
hurricanelike fire storm had developed. By that time, there was no more
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flak-shootit.g, and the hail of bombs had stopped falling. The fire storm
increased rapidly to such an intensity that we were thrown against the
building walls. On one of m~y inspection rounds I met several soldiers at
an advertising pillar behind the Administration Building. Master Piper
who accompanied me approached the soldiers with the woids: "What are
you doing here ?" and urged them to come with us. They apparently did
not want to come along so I went up to them and gave them direct orders--
appealing to their sense of duty as German soldiers--to come along with
us. This worked, and I assigned them to duty in the Administration
Building, along with Master Greve and Office Worked Wiele. (On the
following morning, upon their request, I issued certificates to these sol-
diers confirming their activities.)

After this incident, I went across Berlinertor to the Radio Center and
called Lt. Schliemann at Headquarters, because in my opinion at the time
the Main Fire Station was in very grave danger of burning down. When I
told Lt. Schliemann, "I urgently need helpS" I received the answer, "You
must help yourself. " Because other officers were not present, I went
back to the Fire Station, accompanied by Sergeant Dorn and scouted the
possibilities for possible evacuation of women. In my opinion, this was
not possible by way of Wallstrasse, Berlinertor, or Lýbeckertor. The
heat had become so tremendous by now that a truck at Westphalenweg
ignited spontaneously; flames shot up ail over the lower streetcar tracks
starting with the wooden covering over the cables. I went with Sergeant
Dorn to the L.mmer Market at Torweg; however. I found the gates locked.
In the foyer of the High School we discovered a small fire which Master
Dorn extinguished. Because I knew that the gates to the Ldmrmer Market
could easily be broken open with an axe, I took no further action here and
went instead to the Navy School which had begun to burn. When I entered
the Navy Scbool Building, crowds of sailors streamed towards me on their
way out, and I called to them to turn around and go back in, but nobody
listened to me. I then asked for an officer, and a subaltern from the
third floor approached. Upon my question why the building was being
evacuated, he repiied that there was no use trying to hold the builaing,
as there was no water available. I told him that I thought such behavior
was disgusting and added: "The rats are leaving the sinking ship!" I also
promised to report this shocking behavior at the proper time. Because
the Navy personnel would not stay and no other fire fighting forces were
available, I left thc building and went back to the Main Fire Station by way
of Berlinertor.

Master Tychsen arrived with two vehicles (I am not sure of the exacttime);
his other vehicles had been lost. I ordered him to put the fire engines to
work immediately to seal the side of the fire station toward the living
quarters of Captain Brunswig from the surrounding fires. This was carried
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cit with the help of several men from the Fire Station. Because the water
pressure was not high enough to be effective, I told Tychsen to put the
second engine at an intermediate switching position. This was done by
him and Master Schrock. But when the water pressure was found to be
still not high enough, I sent Sergeant Dorn down to check the engine.
After a while the water pressure improved, although occasional interrup-
tions in the supply occurred.

At about this time, Colonel Dr. Zaps came around the corner from the
direction of Strohhaus. He was somewhat perturbed because in his opin-
ion the men were not fighting the fire at "Eisbein" with sufficient vigor.
In my opinion, however, the action was no longer necessary because the
roofs had caught fire from the rear as well as from the front and we did
not have the wherewithal for fighting the fires effecti ely. After showing
the endangered area on the north side of the station to the Colonel, I gave

orders to keep the corner at Brunswig/Geese also under water spray. In
the meantime, Sergeant Wilhelm Meyer from Fire Station I connected the
engine to the water storage basin and started laying a C hose to the Elbel
apartment building. As soon as Tychsen's engine was connected to the
water basin, I gave Tychsen orders to lay hose lines from the Meyer en-
gine to the north side of the fire station. I helped lay these lines personnally,
assisted by Master Tycbsen, some C. D. Policemen and Party Leader
Thomsen, and had the hoses manned by Masters M61ler, Ohlmeyer and
others whose names I cannot now remember. The effect of this actionwas
so good that a Navy petty officer asked me to recover some belongings from
the building. I answered him: "First you run away and then you ask us to
recover your belongings for you. Get them yourself; I have no more men
to spare. "

Since I assumed that in the inner rooms of shelters no. 93 and 94, every-
thing possible had been done by the occupants, I no longer bothered about
these rooms. During this whole action, I did not see Dr. Unglaube at all
and Captain Brunswig only once as he was photographing the burninghouses
at Eisbein. I supposed that they had other tasks to fulfill elsewhere. When
I believed the worst danger to the Main Fire Station to have passed, I went
to the women in 'he cellar and I remember remarking to Mrs. Schliemann:
"I think we made it!"

Afterwards I arranged for transportation of the wounded to hospitals, which
is documented by my repeated calls made to Headquarters. During this
operation, I had not other officer at my side and it was a very difficult
task, especially in view of the fact that new people kept streaming in--
allegedly on police orders--and I could not help them. As a matter of fact,
I had to be very firm a couple of times, and had to take some abuse as a
consequence. - By and by, transportation squads started arriving and the

340



seriously wounded were taken away. People who were able to walk were
sent to Wallstrassen Bridge, because I had found out in the meantime that
the Army had arranged mass transportation from there to points outside
the city.

In the third attack night, before the alarm, I developed cardiac spasms
and vomiting. I had not slept at all during the last few days and had eaten
hardly anything. When I felt a little better, I helped Master Mewes fight
the fire in the beams of the Eggerstedt apartment. Sergeant Dorn was
already there when we arrived and had thrown a number of buckets of water
on the fire. We continued throwing buckets of water in order to dampen
the fire, but without success. Master Mewes then went to get a pump
engine. In the meantime, Captain Brnnswig and Lt. Griese arrived and,
with the words: "Captain Mack, this is no place for you any longer!" sent
me downstairs.

(Signed) Mack, District Captain of FPP

3
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Main Fire Station Hamburg, August 10, 1943

Report on the Reconnaissanc2. Trip During the -Air Attack of July 28, 1943

Shortly after the bombs started falling I .vas directed to take part in a
reconnaissance drive with Colonel Dr. Zaps into the area east of the Main
Fire Sta tion.

When we departed, all buildings in the vicinity of the Main Fire Statioal
were already on fire. A fire storm had developed with winds so strong
that they scarcely permitted one to remain upright on the street. The
heat and smoke made breathing extremely difficult. The air was thick
with flying sparks and the storm winds whipped large amounts of these
burning particles through the air. The motorcycle messengers following
our automobile had great difficulties m keeping up with us.

Along the streets Steinhauerdamm, Lfibeckerstrasse, Richardstrasse,
Blumenau, Auenstrasse, Eilbecktal about every 10th to 20th house was on
fire either on the roof or on the top floor. Along the wider streets, the
distance between fires was usually about 200 to 300 meters. It was not
till we reached the more densely built up area south of Volksdorferstrasse
in the vicinity of Wendenmuthstrasse that the fires engulfed whole blocks
of houses. In this area, a fire storm was raging viith a strong shower of
sparks. We found some~units of the Fire Department at work fighting the
fires.

Single houses were on fire at irregular intervals along Zollstrasse, Ahrens-
burgerstrasse, and Jenfelderstrasse. At the Army Supply Depot in Wands-
bek only two large sheds were on fire and the situation was such that the
permanent buildings could be held by the available fire fighting forces.
Along Horst Wesselstrasse, Rennbahnstrasse, and Jfithornstrasse we
again found irregularly 9paced fires in single houses and buildings. In
this area, the Self-Protection 'forces had brought a fire engine to the water
basin. The Colonel personally acquainted himself with the fire' situation
and directed fire fighting operations until it seemed probable that the re-
maining undamaged buildings werc in no further danger of catching fire.
On the trip back to the Main Fire Station, especially in the vicinity of the
Karstadt Building, we found about ten buildings which were burning in all
floors. We stopped the fire fighting units that had just arrived from Ifibeck
anJ the Colonel assigned them to various strategic fire sites. In the
vicinity of Hammersteindamm, Wandsbeckerchaussee, and Ritterstrasse,
it could be observed that whaT had been single fires in the upper stories
when we passed here before had become conflagrations which engulfed
whole neighborhoods. An enormous fire storm had developed and the
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stree4s were blocked by debris from the collapsing houjse fronts. We had
to detour by way of Alfredstrasse, Biirgerweide, etc. Our car w%-as stopped
repeatedly by Party functionaries who had gathered large groups of people
from the cellars ojf burning and pari"ally cc?'Japsed houses despicL "he tre-
mendous fire storm, the thick smoke and ine unbearable heat. Because
we had gained an overall view of the situation through our reconnaissance,
Colonal Zaps could give instructions for the best evacuation routes. in
this way, hundreds of lives were saved. At this point, no injured persons
or dead bodies were seen lying in the streets. During our drive w- con-
stant.ly dispatched motorcycle messengers to transmit the i-nfr .Žftl.on. we
had gathered back to local headquarters.

When wc arrived at the Main Fire Station, the building i.as func: C-F .n
imminent danger of burning down. I was given orders -o take over T-ra
protection of the Station. We were successful, after *-nny ;iours o0 fir--
fighting, in saving the building which served as the last , efillge for .ho;-
sands of refugees, and bisjured and burned citizens fror.- ', vicinity.

I gained the impression, on rr - reconnaissance mission th;: the "iretootmnb.t
had not been dropped in such large rhdmbers that confla ': ations were by
any means inevitable. Rather, I had the feeling that th-z or'Aoection 4f the
houses by their tenants '-id either started too late or eil-e had not been
undertaken at all. The whole area had been hard hit by high explosive
bombs, but we found hardly any civilians engaged in fire zighting. In my
opinion, despite the failure of the municipal water supply, the small !ingIt-
fires could have been brought under control in most cases ,ith the emr-
gency water supply on hand in the buildings. Even by the time larger
groups of houses were on fire, the spread of the conflagration could still
have been prevented. Apparently, however, the morale of the people re-
ceived serious blows by the rising fire storm, the smoke, the heat and the
tremendous rain of sparks, and the population gave up because they felt
that they were no match for the forces which had been unleashed.

(Signed) Unglaube, Lt. Col. of FPP
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Ilain Fire Station Hamburg, AuguWt 10, 194-3

Report About the Recco-mmissance •Mission Undertaken
During the Air Attack of July 30, 1943

When the ex-tremely heavy high e:plosive bombing ar ,ck that was concen-
trated on the area in the vicinity of the 'Main Fire Saion was abating I
received orders to make a reccanaissance trip in Svctor L

At that time it was no longer possible to get to the l]ster by way of LAbecker £

Tor or by way of Wallstrasse and Sechslingspforte because of the debris
and high ex-plosive bomb craters in the streets. Al.o, the dabmage along
Mifhlendamm was great so that the street was baree-4 passable. Because
the driver was not up to the task, I myself took the wheeL On Miihlen-
damm and further on along Graumannsweg, Paper.huderstrasse, Winter-
huder Marktvlatz,. HudtvaLkerstrasse, and at Eppendorfer Marktplatz,
only single roof fires at irregular intervals up to 200 meters were observed.
At the sites where the fires had grown, fire squads were active. As far
as I could observe from my rapid drive through the area, I had the im-
pression that on Borstelerchaussee, Alsterkrugchat;see, Langenhorner
Chaussee that, aside from a few single roof fires, no damage had been
sustained; none was seen in the defense plants. I reported my findings
-ria telephone at Fire Station 11 to local Headquarters. i was given orders
to reconnoiter the area Alsterdorf.

At the Alsterdorfer institution I found one building completely burned out
and ten other buildings with fires in roofs and top stories. After scouting
the ground, I gave orders for the most effective deployment of the fire
brigade present at the site which had already laid out a hose line to the
Alster. I again reported to local Headquarters via telephone at Fire
Station 11. I received further orders for reconnaissance in the area of
Uhlenhorst and West Barnbeck. I found a cord-lagration developing in the
area bounded by Possmoorweg, Dorotheenstrasse, Hofweg, Schenkendorf-
strasse, Mozartstrasse, Bachstrasse, and Barmbeckerstrasse, as well
as a second conflagration in the vicinity of the Uhlenhorster Canal. I was
able to give a situation report with suggestions for assignments to local
Headquarters via telephone at Fire Station 10.

During the third reconnaissance trip, my car broke down so that I was
forced to stop at corner K6rnerstrasse and Miihlenkamp. The west side
of Miihlenkamp from K6rnerstrasse to Langenkamp was in flames. 'ihe
unbearable heat and enormous amount of flying sparks had caused the
people living on the east side of the street to start abandoning their houses,
even though none were on fire at the time. I therefore went from house to
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house and impressed upon the air raid warder-s and other Self-Prot.ection
Service personnel that the situmtion was by no mens hopeless and urged
then- to It~a'e up the fight against the firres on all floors once again.. The
people went back to their posts with rf ewed confidence. Shortly after-
wa~rdi I saw a fire break out in one of the roofs, but it was extinguished
in a few minutes. All houses on the east side of the street were saved
froom destruction by fire.

WXhen I returned to L~cal Headquarters I was given orders to assign the
eight units of a Motorized Regiment which had arrived -t Veddel; four
urits were assigned to duty at the .Main Fire Station and the other four to

* fire sites in the vicinity of -Am nMfark in B2a-mbeck. The side streets
were blocked by debris and on the way to the Main Fire Station the column
could not avoid driving past some bomb craters and unexploded time bombs.
I led the four units along the route which I had scouted earlier, namely
thr-ough Miuhlendamnr to Hamburgerstrasse. Schiirbevkerstrasse, how-
ever, was impassable because of the presence of very large bomb craters
and debris. We chose a detour leading across Eilenau to WagnersLrasse
which also turned out to be difficult to traverse. We could get no further
than Lerchenfeldstrasse. At the Command Post of Fire Sector VI, I found
out that Hamburgerstrasse and Oberaltenallee were also impassable and
that the returning motorcycle messengers had had to abandon their motor-
cycles. All telephone lin'-s at Sector VI were down (even the Post Office
cable). Assignment of the fire fighting forces could not be postponed any
longer, and since it was impossible to turn around in Lerchenfeld, I led
the units with almost unsurmountable difficulties through groups of trees
betveen Schfirbeckerstrasse and Hochbahn Irmmnenhof back to Uferstrasse.
At that point I gave orders to the units to push ahead from Uferstrasse in
a ncrtherly direction and pointed out to them that about 200 persons were
trapped in a shelter on Finkenau and should be rescued %ith all speed.

When reporting back to Local Headquarters, I received further orders to
scout in the vicinity south of Osterbeck Canal. While proceeding fromthe
northwest towards Fire Station 10 by way of Barmbeckerstrasse, I found
the latter so filled with smoke that I could not see more than three to five
meters away. The heat was unbearable. The area of conflagration that I
had reported earlier could not be saved despite the assignment of numerous
fire fighting units. By this time it was impossible to report to Local Head-
quarters from Fire Station 10. I decided to push ahead to the east and
found some of the streets practically impassable because of masses of
debris. I had a flat tire in Weidestrasse and, amidst terrible heat and
smoke, I was practically surrounded by collapsing buildings. I was finally
able to get to Schleidenplatz. Further investigaý4ion showed that this
square could be reached by fire fighting units from the north and that many
houses on the surrounding streets toward the west, south and east, even
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dhough they would be difficaft Ito reach with vehicles, oculd be saved be--
euse only the roofs were n fire. I im dately dispatched motorcycle
messengers io Local lea"uartez•s wiith a situation repe-t and suggestions
for assignments. I then p•shed on to the areas northeast and e-ast of the
Barmbeck Slatio. and found fields of ruins everywhere, At the south end
of Braxnfelderstrasse and Am llarkft, I found many of the fire fig~hfingý
units Putting up a desperate fieg ina lost cause. I again dispatched a
motorcycle messenger from here to Local Headquarters With a report.
This completed my assignment.

My observations during and after the third major air attack could be sum-

marized as follows:

1. The density of firebombs that was delivered was, in general, not too
great. I observed rows of firebombs on Alsterkrugchaussee to the
north of Fire Station I I in which the in-rowr spacing interval was 5 to
6 meters, and was of phosphorus bombs at interval distances of 20 to
40 meters. Furthermore, it was apparent that all fires had started
out as single fires and remained single fires for a long time, which,
of course, could be aftributed to effective fire fighting in the area.

2. In the conflagration areas, with a few exceptions, the fire storm and
flying sparks had been much less severe than that which followed the
second atiack. I find myself at a loss to understand why the popula-
tion gave up their houses almost without a struggle, as for instance
in the vicinity of Schleidenplatz where, due to favorable wind condi-
tions, it would have been easy to contain the fires.

:3 The highest density of high explosive bombs fell in the area within a
1.5 km radius north, east, and south of the Main Fire Station. It
afears that the enemy tried to prevent reinforcements from other
parts of the city from reaching the Main Fire Station.

4. At no point during my reconnaissance mission was it possible to reach
Local Headquarters by telephone from any of the Police Command
Posts. Except where telephone lines of the Fire Department were
still operating; i. e., in the area Uhlenhorst-Barmbeck, the only way
to transmit messages was by motorcycle messenger. This method
of communication, without a doubt, resulted in considerable delays
due to the long distances of travel involved.

After my return to the Main Fire Station I immediately took steps to re-
establish the telephone connections of the Fire Department with Fire
Stations 6, 8, 7, 12, and 13 which had been disrupted by high explosive
bon-bs. The extensive cable damage north and south of the Hamburg Elbe
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Bridge- was repaired -Aitblin 2 rev~-y short tizie by usini 211 atrailable forces;

anDd disregarding the wicipoded &zds and Nine bom~bs which nzade th~e work
hazarf4ris. By nea e-en• all telephone lines were again omn for use.

I

(Signzed) lgaube. IA. CoL- of F-P?
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1-112Ster Se--ge.lrt VietZen
Light Fi~re Brigade 211L, -Nienderf August 2!, 1943

REPORT ABOUT DESFRUCT!ONI OF HOUSE AT GOSSLERSTRASSE 30

Concurrine Testimogy of Seyeral E~ye Witnesses

During the night of July 24-25, 19413, about ten minutes after thie sirens
sounded and just after the shooting beganý, a phosphorus canister penr-
trated -my living room located on the second floor and apparently went
through to the store located below (drugstore)-. In any case, not only myI
apartment, Ixit the store and even the staircase were in -flames at once.
My family wa-s not at- lrone. Miy neighbors on tVie same floor could not
use the stairs any n-ore and had to jump from the balcony- Two women,
who lived on the third floor, had to be helped down with ropes -from one
balcony to another, which wras accomplished by the Self-Protection forces
from our house and from the ne~ighboring house.

The Self-Prot ection forces also tried to put cout the fire in the store.
However, large flames leapt out of the broken store windows, fled in
large measure by the -flammable merchandise. Onie wom an from. the
fourthi floor could not be saved and burned to deathi.

The cellar too must have been in M-a~ies at once, because when the occu-
pants of the neighboring shelter were forced by the heat to break down
the wall, they were met by thick smok-e. This happened very socn after
the bomb~x.ng bega-s. The hiouse, therefore, was hit by a canister shooting
doy~m at an angle and burned from the bottom up.
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I

EZX•P•ENCE REPORT

Action at OldeslOerstr-sse 17, IS and 21, on: July 25, 19434,0

I receiv-ed an order from Brigade Leader Fischer to take charge of the
rescue of the people trapied at Oldesloerstrasse 19. The task pro-ved to
be a very difficult one; however, we were ably assisted by local and
foreign workiers. The screaming of some children and the moaning of
the wounded was very nerve-racking. _ll- available implements from the
vehicle were used. The litter did useful serice.

* While we were still in the midst of rescue operations, we received the
message from a civilian that people were also trapped at "o. 17. With
H. J. Bauer, who especially distinguished himself and was tireless duar-
ing this night, I rushed there and could not see anything but a heap of
debris. Two men were supposed to be buried under the debris. After
feverish effort, with assistance by tenants of the house, we succeeded in
the rescue. Both men were injured, but in hopeful condition. I then
we._ to the Police Precinct Schnelsen to arrange for transportation of
the resuced persons; however, by the time we moved out no ambulance
-had arrived.

(Signed) Vietzen
Master Sergeant of C. D. Police
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lastcr Sergeamt Seleimeyer
Fire Brigade 211L Niendorf August 21, 1943

E-,-rience Report About the Actions on July 25, 1943

We of Squad B were in action at Eppendorferweg 155. It was Sund-y
morning, about ! a. m. I fmas alone at the jet hose.

Suddenly Sergeant Kardel came running. He had been sent by his Squad
Leader, Sergeant Gaertner. He called from far away: "Come quickly.
next door a man has collapsed, apparently unconscious.'

i turned off the jet hose at once and went to the fourth floor of the house
next door, v,;here Gaertner was all alone with the fire. The unconscious
man was lying on the stair landin& and he had to be brought downstairs
quickly. This proved to be extremely difficult since the stairs were al-
ready half burned through and had no banister left. Since I am partially
paralyzed on my right side due to a war injury, I had to go on the outside.
My eyes were swollen because 1 had lost my glasses. One wrong step
and we would all have fallen into the void.

When we reached the undamaged ground floor, we turned the man over
to the care of a tenant. Totally exhausted, but happy about our success-
ful rescue, we went back to our posts.

(Signed) Otto Scelemeyer
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Fire Deaartrnie.. UrJi 3/X Hamburg-Wellingsbuettel, October 29, 1943 1
To Fire Protection Police
Hansezatc City of Hamburg
Attention: Lt. Colonel Schliemann

",te inquiry regarding the phenomenon observed by Kurlandt was only
pa;-tiaily successful. The man who was supposed to have buried his
clothi.g, could not be found despite inquiries from several residents in
the vicinityr of the iR.re site. One resident in Lfibeckerstrasse confirmed,
however, that tLis -. an had definitely been there and had told the witness

and others that he received burns on his suit from particles falling from
"Vtie air, and that he buried his suit jacket immediately.

A 65-year-old man named Fendt who lives at Friedhofsgitter near the
site of the occurrence, claims to have seen a similar happening. Because
his house has no air raid shelter, a shrapnel-proof dugout was erected in
the open. During the attack, he repeatedly observed from there large red
balls of fire in the air, which burst and drifted burning to the ground like
rain.

Furthermore, I solicited inquiries from the Searchlight Battery which is
* stationed approxiirmately 300 meters from the Hans Schlemm School and I
about 600 meters from the damage site. Men from this battery have also
seen large glowing bodies in the air. These objects fall burning to the
ground after a short time, exactly as described in the attached sketch of
Master Sergeant Kreuseler. The Battery Commander, a non-coin, was
on duty with another battery in Gross Borstel during the attack. He, too,
confirms the reports of his regular men that in the direction of Ohlsdorf-
Kleinborstel glowing balls hovered in the air which suddenly burst and
then rained burning down to the ground. The fireballs hovered at a height
of about 300 to 500 meters.

Regarding the sketch by Master Sergeant Kreuseler, Kurlandt deviated
somewhat in his description. He claims that the object was more umbrella-
shaped and that parts broke off and fell burning to the ground in long
ribbons.

I am attaching the fragments which were found. Some of them might be
pieces of metal from a shot-down plane. The fragments tied with a red
thread are in my opinion not part of an airplane. Unfortunately, the
results of the inquiry are not very impressive, because almost three
months have passed, all the fields in the vicinity has been harvested in
the interval, and most of the fragments have been picked up by children.

(Signed) Tamm, Unit Commander

Note: Sent, together with samples, to the Police President.
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Emergency Unit 2/B
Fire Station 12 Hamburg, August 23, 1943

RE: Experiences During the Fire Storm Occurring During the Major
Air Attack on Hamburg (Reserve Sergeant Groth, HFB 23b/B)

During the night of July 27/28, 1943, I was in the cellar of the house at
Hasselbrookstrasse 3, in Eilbeck. At about 1 o'clock, the house was hit
by a phosphorus canister, which penetrated down to the second floor and
set the house on fire. I ran upstairs through the store situated above the
cellar and found that the full length of the Kiebitzstrasse and Hasselbrook-
strasse were in flames on both sides of the street. The same was true
of Conventstrasse. The cellar of the house at Hasselbrookstrasse 3
seemed unsafe to me. Therefore, after salvaging some children's clothes
from the house for the Family Kreth, I ran back into the cellar and in-
duced the people there to leave the shelter and go to -the public bunker at
Landwehr Railroad Station. It was then about 1:30 a.m. The Landwehr
Bunker was overcrowded; even the entrances were all filled up to the
street level, mostly with men. Because of the many fires which had spread
quickly over the whole vicinity, a terrific heat had developed in the shel-
ter so that I, with some of the men standing in the entrance, went outside
in front of the bunker and stood there. In this way, we had occasion to
observe the rising fire storm in detail.

Toward 2:00 a.m., the fire reached its zenith and the terrific heat ]ad
kindled a tremendous fire storm, which raged particularly strongly in
the square in front of the Landwehr Railroad Station (where the streets
Hasselbrookstrasse, Kiebitzstrasse, Angerstrasse and An der Landwehr
come together). I was standing, together with several men I knew
(Tailor Prinz, Landwehr 53; Peter Kaiser, Hasselbrookstrasse 7,
Heinrich Polaender, Conventstrasse 38, and several others) in front of
the bunker and could observe how real cyclones were forming and how
bursts of fire rushed out of the burning houses and ignited other houses
along their path. We also observed that people who tried to run through
the fires along Freiligrathstrasse (across from Fire Station 5) were able
to advance only with the greatest difficulty, because the fire storm was
so strong. Many persons, particularly women, could only keep going
when assisted by some strong, helpful men. At times, the fire storm
was so strong that whole "bundles of fire" tore loose from the buildings
and whirled through the air, and when this happened we were forced to
seek shelter from the heat in the entrance of the bunker. The house
right across the street from the bunker (a large, five-story corner house)
was gutted completely within a very short time. The fire had spread so
rapidly, that one woman and two firemen were trapped on the roof,
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because they had not had time to escape via the staircase. These tiree
persons were rescued the next morning from the outside with the help
of ladders. The fire storm did not abate until most of the burning houses
had collapsed. In my estimation it lasted approximately 2 and 1/2 hours
or until about 5 a. m.

(Signed) Friedrich Groth
Reserve Sergeant of C. D. Police

3
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R eport of Reserve Fire Master Hagedorn

About His Experiences During the Air Attacks

In the first night (July 24/25) several houses in Hirtenstra3se had begun
to burn by early Sunday morning. These houses were still on fire on
Monday morning, down to about the third floor. At about 5 a. m. on Mon-
day, I tried to extinguish the fires by myself by carrying water in buckets
from the cellar and throwing it on the ceilings. The tenants were all
sitting on the street with their furniture and could not be persuaded to
take part in the fire fighting work. Even the block warden refused to assist.
The general concensus was: "The houses cannot be saved anyway. "
Because I could not do it all alone, I ran to the police station three times
and called the Fire Department for help. Finally the Volunteer Fire
Departments from Nettelnburg and Billwcirder arrived and extinguished
the fires. The night before these fires had been brought under control
temporarily by out-of-town units and in my opinion, the Self-Protection
forces should have prevented the flaring up and spread of these fires.

During the next attack (July 30) the first firebombs fell in my house
(Hirtenstrasse 38) at about 12:55 p.m. ; apparently some of these were
phosphorus bombs. The roof and top story of the house caught on fire
immediately. During every attack I tried to remain on the roof or in the
attic in order to extinguish starting fires at once; this time, however, be-
cause of the steady stream of high explosive and firebombs, this was
impossible. A new attack wave came every three or four minutes. The
firebombs in some cases were only one or two meters apart. It was
impossible to go to the roof and start extinguishing the fires.

When I ascended the cellar steps at about 1:15 a.m., high explosive bombs
were still detonating in the immediate vicinity. The front door was hurled
into the stairwell, and at the same time fire stick bombs fell into the front
part of the entrance hall and a fire developed immediately at the entrance.
The neighbor houses, Hirtenstrasse Nos. 40 and 42, and the house across
the street, Hirtenstrasse 49, were reduced to ruins by high explosive
bombs. Our own house, Hirtenstrasse 38, sustained damage only on its
roof. The explosions caused us to be thrown from one side of the cellar
to the other. Shortly afterwards, the firewall breakthrough in the cellar
was opened from the neighboring house. The people from next dor en-
tered our shelter, bringing with them a lot of dust, heat and smoke. The
emergency exit of our shelter was torn open by a high explosive bomb.
We then opened the breakthrough to the house No. 36. The path through,
a most difficult one, led through a boiler room. Burning wood parts be-
gan to fall down the light shaft and the cellar became full of smoke. It
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was obviously impossible to advance any farther in that direction.

Our cellar, in the meantime, was being heated up from above, from be-
hind, and from the zide. It became clear to me that we would have to
flee. I ordered all available covers, blankets and cloths to be soaked in
water and to be used to cover the head and face. At about 1:30 a. m. my
daughter and I were the first ones to run through the burning entrance
into the street. I urged all the others to follow me. Outside a strong
fire storm already existed along with heavy showers of sparks. The fire
storm was blowing from the direction ENE and drove us toward the garden
at Th6rl. Dead people were lying in the street; I noticed that they had

fallen face down to the ground.

In Hirtenstrasse all houses on both sides of the street were on fire. Also
all the buildings along Hammerlandstrasse and all the villas in the park
were aflame. We sought shelter under a tree in the park. After 1:40 a.m.
the fire storm increased in intensity. Branches of trees were continuously
being torn off. Trees were uprooted and thrown to the ground. The heat,
as well as the flying sparks, was unbearable. We repeatedly soakerd our
covers arid cloths in a small pond and covered mouth and eyes. Mv cap,
which I had soaked thoroughly, became bone dry again within ,11 minutes.
We remained in the park until 7:30 a. ni. and then we went eastward out of
the fire area to my little truck garden.

Some time after we arrived at the park, another couple from our air raid
shelter joined us. The other 38 persons from my house apparently did
not dare to run through the fire at the entrance and they burned to death
in the cellar. The fire entered the air raid shelter and burned all its
wooden parts. The bodies of the occupants were completely charred.
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Report of Dipl. Ing. Richter About the Air Attack of July 27/28, 1943

I was air raid warden of the house Hammerlandstrasse 31. The house was
a Iour-stoxy corner building which had three five- or six-room apartments
on each floor. The cellar had been finished as an air rhd shelter accord-
ing to regulations. Unfortunately, it was only partially equipped with
gas-tight doors and shrapnel-proof walls. The floor of the attic had been
covered with a 12cm-thick layer of reinforced concre+e after the z-oof had
been destroyed by fire in 1942.

Right after the attack started, large high explosive bombs fell in the imme-
diate vicinity of our house. This caused doors leading from the cellar to
the street to be torn from their hinges, so that the smoke which developed
later was able to enter the cellar unhindered. The lights went out shortly
afterwards. The sixty occupants of our shelter remained calm in spite of
the continuous detonations in the vicinity and the most frightening noise
caused by the enormous air shock over-pressure.

Because the house swayed violently in short intervals from these explosions
we decided it was too dangerous to try to get to the attic to extinguish any
firebombs that might have hit the house. Through the open cellar doors we
could observe large fires everywhere. After the bombs had stopped falling,
several civil defense workers and I prepared to go to the attic. One man,
assigned to civil defense fire duty, refused to accompany us.

While in the staircase we began to, notice strong smoke and heavy wind.
We tried to close the front door which had blown open; and, because of the
strong wind pressure, it took two men to close it. When we checked the
various apartments we saw that all window panes and'even some of the
window bars had been shattered. Alsb most of the inside doors, were torn
off their hinges. The drapes and, blackout curtains were whipped outward.
We first extinguished a fire started by sparks entering the skylight on the
top floor. Also we were able to extinguish a small room fire quickly. By
that time we were already suffering greatly from the smoke and heat. On
the fourth floor a bedroom %as in flames. The doorknob was so hot that
it could only be opened with the forearm protected by a jacket. Upon open-
ing the door, I was hit by such a blast of heat that I sustained burns on
cheek and ear and my eyebrows were singed off. The fire source, a bed,
was extiriguished with the use of a water bucket. The smoke was then so
thick that we had to retreat down two floors to get some fresh air.

We returned to the fourth floor equipped with gas masks. The masks
proved such a hindrance, however, that we soon had to discard them.
Instead, we tied a wet cloth in 'ront of the nose and mouth. The fire, in
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the meantime, had spread quite a bit through the house. To get into a
room, we had to wait until the wind pressure abated for a moment so that
we could open the door without getting burned. We tried to use a portable
fire extinguisher from a cover position, without success, to extinguish
the fires. The women who were supposed to be responsible for the water
supply, could not be persuaded, even with repeated urgings, to leave the
basement shelter. When the entrance door of the second floor apartment
flew open with a bang and a cloud of black smoke entered that apartment,
I decided to withdraw my fire crew, after about 30 minutes of fire fighting,
especially in view of the fact that the first signs of smoke poisoning began
to appear. When we recurned downstairs we found that fires had been

* started (in curtains, carpets, beds) by flying sparks in rooms on other
* stories.

When reentering the shelter I saw that the number of occupants had in-
creased to about 150 or 200 persons. Because our house did not catch
fire till relatively late, people from various other houses had run to our
shelter and all asked for water. Fortunately we had put in a large water
supply.

I noticed that the people on the street were beginning to catch on fire so I
held the occupants of my shelter in the cellar as long as I dared, reason-
ing that perhaps in the meantime the buildings all around us would burn
out more completely and this would lessen the intensity of the fire storm
and the flying sparks. However, after a while the smoke in our cellar
became so thick that to remain longer could not be justified. I therefore
ordered the occupants to start evacuating the cellar. However, the people
standing in the exit into Hirtenstrasse did not dare to leave. I went through
the wall breakthrougb into the adjacent house and found that the latter was
less smoke-filled. I therefore ordered the occupants of my shelter to
follow me through the breakthrough. The people nearest the breakthrough-
elderly men and women, hesitated and the people further back started
pushing from behind. I remained standing in the breakthrough and pulled
approximately 50 to 60 people into the house next docr.

In the meantime, some courageous people had left the shelter through the
Hirtenstrasse exit, and so the cellar gradually emptied out. When no one
answered to my calls any longer, I too left the cellar. Because I had
swallowed a lot of smoke and was becoming dizzy, it was no longer possible
for me to make a search of the shelter.

When I entered the hallway of the neighboring house I found it full of people
who still did not have the courage to make a run for the street. Because
the entrance door of an apartment near me was already in flames, I forced
my way to the front and pulled some men outside with me in the direction of
the Ohlendorff Park. Then others started to follow us.
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A fire storm prevailed in the park as wrell, accompanied by heavy showers
oi sparks, so that some of the trees had started to burn. Fortunately,
however, a good sized pond was nearby. While a great many of the people
were so exhausted that they sank don,m onto the grass, others made the
rounds with wet cloths and swatted the sparks that fell on these peoples'
clothing. The worst we had to endure during the hours that followed were
the thirst and the burning of the eyes.

Shortly a.fter we arrived at the park, we witnessed the collapse of the
houses we had left. At about 7 a.m. a fire vehicle arrived in Horst
Wesselstrasse and, from a hose, gave us water to drink and to rinse our
eyes. During our stay in the park, we frequently heard the cries of dying
persons who could not reach the park and subsequently burned to death in
the streets. Around 9 a. m., we received orders to go to Hammer Park
from where our evacuation was arranged.

As far as I have been able to ascertain to date, all the tenants of my house
are safe.

(Signed) Richter, Dipl. Ing.
Schluisgrove 7
Hamburg-Wilhelmsburg
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I
Commandant of the Fire Prote-tiou Police
Department 91 Hamburg, November 1, 1943

Experience Report of Mr. Schirmer, Residing at Hamburgerstrasse 95,
Hamburg-Barmbeck, on Activities During the Air Attack in the Night of
July 29-30:

I was alone in my house at Ilamburqer.3tra:: ;e 95 during the attack. At

12 -15 after midnight I saw that the Ilambuzgerstrasse was brightly lit up
and that the street was strewn with firebombs lying about 5 meters apart. f

% Within fifteen minutes afterwards, the houses on the other side of the
"street were on fire. At about that same time, the howling of the fire
storm could begin to be heard.

At 12:45, the houses at the corner of Richardstrasse were wholly on fire;
ground floor, second floor, and attic. On their left, several houses
along Hamburgerstrasse were also burning. In between these were
houses in which no fire at all was observed. The flames from the burn-
ing houses reached clear~to the middle of the street. The display windows
of the Karstadt Department Store were also on fire.

At 1:05 a. m., I felt a strong tremor which caused me to slide along the
floor in my air raid shelter. The tremor or air shock was caused by a
high explosive bomb that had hit the Karstadt building and dropped all the
way down to the shelter in the building. Right afterwards, the whole
department store building was in flames.

At 1:10 a. m., I was on the stairs in my house when the Karstadt building
was hit by a second high explosive bomb. At 1:20 a. m., when I was out
in the street, about 30 people came toward me, including an injured mem-
ber of the Police. These persons came from the shelter at Karstadt. At
about this time, about 15 to 20 minutes after the first bomb had hit, part
of the Karstadt building along R6nnhaidstrasse collapsed. I do not know
if the collapse was caused by another high explosive bomb; if so, I did not
hear it fall or explode.

At 1:40 a. m., these people went on their way. Soon after, a new group
of people came out of the Karstadt building. These persons did not want
to continue on, but wanted instead to remain in my shelter. At about that
time I noticed that Hamburgerstrasse in the direction of Mundsburgstrasse
was in complete darkness because of smoke and dust; visibility in all
directions was very poor.

At 1:45 a. m., the front of the Karstadt building collapsed. Again I did
not hear a new bomb hit. About ten minutes later on the way back to the
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air raid shelter of the house at lHamburgerstiasse 99, I saw that the part
of the Karstadi building along Desenissst-asse had collapsed. Through
this collapse, the exit from the shelter under the Karstadt building was
blocked, ane no more people were able to escape from the cellar.

I returned to my house and noticed that the houses at Desenissstf-asse 3
and 5, belonging to my block, were beginning t', burn.. obtained several
men from the hou:e at Hamburgerstrasse 97 and went with them into ihe
cellar of the house at No. 95. Altogether we were now about 35 persons.
I then went up to the third floor of my house which was not on fire. I I
saw, however, that the houses located behind ours on Heitmannstrasse
were burning.

At aDout 2:45 a. rn., the house next to ours at No. 97, caught fire on the
third floor and roof. These fires, however, could not be seen from the
street. At 3:15 a. m., ive decided to leave our house because the fires
kept coming closer on both sides, so that we could not have stayed much
longer. I carried the last remaining water down to the cellar. The
clothes of all the people present were soaked and wet blankets or towels
were wound around everyone's head. At 3:30 a. m. we left the house,
which at that time was not on fire. We ran past the ruins of the Karstadt
building to the Wagnerstrasse Station. It was very hot in the street and
a strong shower of sparks was whirling toward us. The storm was
approaching from Mundsburg along the Hamburgerstrasse.

We had a hard time moving against the fire storm winds. I was surprised
at the size of the pieces of fiery wood which were carried along through
the air. A terrific heat wave hit us as we passed the burning Toedt
Clothing Store. Some of the people with us abandoned their suitcases and
packets in order to save their lives. During the short trip to the Wagner-
strasse Station, which took approximately 6 to 7 minues, our soaking wet
towels had become bone dry. At the Station it was considerably cooler and
more bearable.

At about 4:30 a. m., I returned to my house at No. 95 Hamburgerstrasse.
I found that the Toedt Clothing Store had burned out, but the heat escaping
from it was still very intense. The ruins of the Karstadt building had
burned out completely. The house at No. 95 was half gutted; the other
half did not seem to be really on fire at the time. On the other hand, the
houses at Nos. 97 and 99 were completely bur~ned out, a process which
had taken only about an hour and a quarter.

At about 7:30 a. m., a woma'n came to the Wagnerstrasse Station and asked
for help to rescue her parents who were trapped in the Kar.tadt building
bunker. By this tinic the fire storm was more or less over. I tried with
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sevueral other men to get into the Karstadt employee shelter at the north
end of the building from R1nnhaidstras'se. The entrance doors on that
side of the building were burning brightly. We went on to the exit dwor
of the bunker and ran down the stairs. It was very hot on the stairs and
the air was very bad, so that it was very difficult to breathe. At the
bottom of the stairs, old men and women were lying every which way.
They were moaning, completely apathetic, and most of them had sustained
burns. MOi the greatest effort we persuaded some of them to ascend the
stairs. Because this was too slow, we literally started beating the People
up the stairs. We tried to rekindle their will to live by telling them that
ambulances were waiting for them upstairs and would evacuate them. We

* got about 26 persons out of the shelter in this manner. I then went into
* the bunker itself which was extremely hot. I found out later on that coke

stored there was on fire. I also noticed that the steel safely doors lead-
ing to the large shelter room were red hot. In the employee bunker we
searched all the different rooms. I ran to the stairway to Desenissstrasse
but found that I could not get out that way. I therefore returned to the
bunker and left by the Ronnhaidstrasse exit.

At about 3:15 a. m., we were back at the Wagnerstrasse Station. At that
time two trucks with prisoners appeared bringing us drinking water, and
they evacuated the wounded.
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R-port by Erich P-limer, Formerly Residing at Hammerlandstrasse 37, 4I
Hamburg

When the alarm snu:.Jed in the night of July 27-28, 1943, thirty tenants
of our house at liammerhndstrasse 37 occupied our regulation air raid
shelter. When the bombs started falling at 12:30, the attack was so con-
centrated in the immediate neighborhood that the house and cellar swayed
continuously. After the bombardment had gone on for about half an hour,
I decided to scout out the situation in our house. I found tiat the apart-

ment on the ground floor was aiready on fire. This blaze was extinguished
quickly, being caused by electrical failure. When I glanced out into a

Hammerlandstrasse, I saw tha' :he houses across the street were on
fire, as were some of the rear houses. Also the houses in Hirtenstrasse
were burning. The fire storm by that time was already so intense that
the cellar windows were shattered; we boarded them up temporarily with

old doors and wooden planks, so that the belongings which the tenants had
brought into the shelter would not catch fire.

I next went to my apartment on the third floor to see how things were.
The heat was so terrible that all the windows had been shattered and the
sparks and burning particles which were flying into the rooms ignited
everything almost immediately. I did not find any evidence of firebombs
or other munitions dropped by the enemy in the house. The fire storm
had become so intense that a terrific howling and whistling could be heard
in the cellar,

I did not, at that time, tell the shelter occupants about the situation in
the rest of the house, but I did scout out possibilities for flight. Evacua-
tion toward the rear in the direction of Hirtenstrasse was no longer
feasible because the houses there were already pretty well burned out.
To the front, the fire storm was so strong and the conflagration so
enormous that I could not risk going out that way. I then opened the wall
breakthroughs to the two adjacent houses and found that on the right side
flight would not be poss-ble because strong gases and smoke wafted toward
us. Apparently that shelter was on fire. I could not make up my mind to
flee to the left because I could not see the exit and had no idea how I would
get everyone out.

At about 2 a. m., the back of our cellar started to burn and the air deteri-
orated rapidly. In the meantime, we had taken in fifteen additional
shelterees from other houses along the Hammerlandstrasse, whose shel-
ters were on fire. The clothing of these people had been singed when they
crossed the street.
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At 2:15 a. m. I decided to leave the house with my wife and children.
There was a good supply of water in our shelter and I soaked woolen
blankets and towels, wrapped them around my wife and children and took
my little five-year-old boy under my arm. We then left &Ie shelter. The
other occupants tried to prevent us from leaving because they thought it
was impossible to run through the streets. I forced my way through the
crowded shelter, however, and reached the open air with my fanily.
The terrific fire storm drove us at once toward Burgstrasse. It was
completely impossible to escape the other way in the direction of Borstel-
mannsweg, as one could not advance against the storm. We let ourselves
be carried along by the w.i-d to Horst Wesseistrasse where we stood in
the street for about an hour. Shortly after we left, our house collapsed.
If we had waited only a few more minutes, we would not have gotten out
alive. .After our departure, several other occupants followed our example
and since then I have ascertained the whereabouts of several of them.

After we had stood Ln Horst Wesselstrasse for about one hour, I tried to
put my little boy down on a brick wall. A moment later his clothes were
on fire.

A fire engine, which arparently had a flat tire, stopped close to Schau-
burg Hamm. It did not take two minutes for this vehicle to burst into
flames, and it burned out in record time.

The Fire Deoartment took excellent care of the lamilies on the street.
They kept bruixging us water to keep blankets and towels soaked and
issued drinking water in gasmask containers.

At about 6 a. m., my family and I left Hamburg in the direction of
Billstedt.
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Report of DipL Ing. Dehler, Hamburg Water Department of His Experi-
ences During the -Air Attack of July 28, 1943, as Follows:

I was in my apartment in Reinbek and was informed by telephone that high
explosive and firebombs had fallen on our storage depot. A short time
later I tried to call the depot; however, I was not able to get through. I
therefore decided to drive to the city immediately. I left my apartment at
1:25 a. m. and drove to Hamburg at very high speed.

Because of detours in Billstedt I arrived at Hornerlandstrasse at about
2 a.m. All houses on that street had fires in their upper stories. The
people were streaming out of the buildings with their civil defense lug-
gage and were being ordered by Party officials to go to the open field
across the street. I got stuck in a bomb crater, but was able to extricate
my car. I then proceeded by i -y of the viaduct under the freight station
and arrived at Sfiderstrasse between 2:20 and 2:30 a. m.

The street was littered with debris and it was difficult to get through. I
wanted to go to our storage depot in Sfiderstrasse, near Heidenkampsweg.
There was a strong fire storm along Sfiderstrasse, blowing from a south-
erly direction. Some of the houses were burning all the way down to the
ground floor, and flames leaped out of the entrances and window openings.
Some houses only had fires in the top story, but almost every building had
a fire in it somewhere. Here and there I saw dead bodies lying in the
street.

At the corner of Ausschligerweg and Sfiderstrasse I drove into a deep
bomb crater and I could not get out. The heat was considerable. At first
I remained in my automobile as thick showers of sparks were in process.
Flying sparks entered my car through an open window and I had to put
them o it continuously, so I closed the window. This however soon made
the car anmcarably hot. The car windows and door had become jammed
so I broke a window and climbed out. I first attempted to climb out of the
bomb crater; however, the heat and the flying sparks were too strong and
I did not succeed. i uscd ihe water which was standing in the crater to
keep myself soake '. Debris from the houses collapsing all around kept
falling or being blown into the crater; I flattened myself against the south
wall of the crater so that the debris would sail above my head. Suddenly
I heard moans and saw a boy who had crawled into the torn 900-mm sewer
pipe to protect himself. He was stuck deep in'the mud. I freed him with
the help of my steel helmet. Several other persons either fell or crawled
into the crater. Some fell onto pieces of exposed pipe ends and broke
their skulls; others drowned in the water. From time to time I looked out
of the crater and noticed that the street was becoming full of dead bodies.
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I saw peoples' clothing burst into flame and the people would drop to the
grounca and remain down. The air was unbearably hot and I felt as if I
would choke. Lips and windpipe were completely dehydrated. I was in a
daze and breathing was difficult.

I remained in the crater for at least one hour. When the heat and wind
had abated a little, I climbed out and went on foot in the direction of our
storage yard. There were many dead bodies in the street, some of them
completely charred, some of them naked. I noticed that a whole cluster
of people had crouched for protection behind a telephone booth at the
Siderstrasse Wharf. They were all dead. I was able to proceed against

* the storm only with the utmost difficulty. I first tried to reach a public
* bunker across the street from our depot. In front of the entrance I found

many bodies of people who evidently could not get into the bunker. There-
fore 1 abandoned the idea of trying to enter that bunker and went to our
depot. The bunker in our storage depot was undamaged. At first I could
not get in. Only when I started pounding on the door did the people inside
notice me and let me in. I then spent some time in the bunker.

When it got lighter outside, I left the bunker. I can remember that in
Sfiderstrasse near our bunker an automobile was parked with six persons
in it. All six people were dead. After some time, Lt. Colonel Dr. Schubert
drove by our storage depot in an automobile and I talked to him.
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Ci;'sj. Defense Policei
1-seFieitdtng Unit 2[il.-Steffingen August 25, 1943

ii-qport About th st~exaof Fire Fighing Unit 2/IX Stelligen During
the Ni;Lht of July 2. 19-,t

3ji Jul,; 28, 1 3s3 at2:05 a. mn. tbe Fire Fighting Unit 2 /IX received orders
to proceed to &Sector V, Ritterstra sse 126. Bri;gwade 21 /IX and Squad
24aIIX moved ouzt immediately ',, way of Lombardisbrnicke, An der Aister,
lBarcasatrasse, A strong fire storm was already blowing from the direc-

tUi of G~murn, irnswe'g (29:40 a. in.), so that these units had to turn and
driivc into Buchtstrasse. Butl. it was not possible to go i'Orward on Bucht-
strasse either, so the units stopped and wýent to work fighting fires along
the latter ctreet as a start,

At the sarn'e t 'i-e, Brigade,ý 22 IIX, 23 /IX, H-ose Truck 4, 5, and H&L 28,
a fire truck, and a passengc. r auT~omobile arnd two motorcycles were laying
along hose line along Langepfeldstrasse, Kielerstrasse, and Armbrust-

strasse. At about 3:00 a. m. these; units arriv-,ed by way of Lombardsbrficke
Main E.R S'"ation, Gr. Allee. At th,? end of Gr. Alice and Beim S i 2haus
it was impossible to get through because of the cortiLag~ration. We there-
fore went by -way of Lindenstrasse and Steindarnrn At the lower end of
Steindairm all hcuses were burning on, both sides of the street over adis-
tance of 100 mpters or more. i tried to go past these houses because the
street was sti!!. fr ee of debris; I sent both motorcycles aheadnas sc~outs.

After we had alreaay passed the points of great11est heat, a largre stone wall
near the entrance It Lfibeckertor -oilapsee and fell into t~he middle of the
street. Botb motorcycle messengers fell down an( thQý complete unit cameI
to a standstill. Thiz was at about 3 :3 0 a. m. To !o on or e v ýn W- turn
back wa~s unthinkable; and, because of the t'-emena,.us heat and 'Ehe I'amnes
Lron- the burning buildings, we had to leave our veilshurriedly. I,
myselif, with five other m-,en ran on in the dire ýtion of LiUbecker-tor; the
other men, about 35 in number, wvent in the dire ';tion of the railroad station
MVotorc~yclt. messenger B6hckmannrih--id suffered phosphorus burns on both
hands a. well as burns on neck and face, All the other crew m~embers
r~eachcd the open uninjured.

The further that the six of us proceeded in thia direction of Li~ibeckertor the
stronger the fire storm became. We tried to get through to the Alster by
way of Sechslingpforte. I-However, this was impossible at the ime because
the fire storm wind was so strong tiaý omc could, rnot remain standing up-
right. Isuddenly the fire storm changed diretctiun. First it had been
blowing from L~ibeckertor towai.d the AL~ter; nod if starnted to~ come from
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the Alster and to blow toward Lfibeckertor. Then it turned into a whirling
tornado. For about 1/2 hour I was lying trapped under an iron beam in
front of the Lohmifihle Hospital at Sechslingspforte. At 4:20 a. in. I was
able to free myself and reach the Alster. Here I saw that the water was
very rough, with waves up to a meter high.

I myself felt the effects of the fire storm for a total of one hour. However,
since FB 21 /IX was already halted in Barcastrasse at 2:30 because of it,
the fire storm must have raged in that area for an hour and forty minutes.
The Irotective goggles were very helpful. The lenses that were made of
glass, >owever, did crack.

The following vehicles were completely burned: 3 Fire Trucks 25, 1 hose
truck 4, 5, with trailer, 1 truck, 1 motorcycle. The following vehicles
were damaged, but salvagable: 1 motorcycle, 1 passenger automobile,
1 Fire Truck 25. The wounded motorcycle messenger B6hckmann is on
the road to recovery at the Reserve Hospital Marienburg.

(Signed) L6rner, Unit Commander
C. D. Police
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Fire Division IV Hamburg, September 2, 1943

Re: Experiences During the Air Attacks on Hamburg

During the second attack on July 27/28, our house (No. 70) was hit right
in the beginning by a phosphorus bomb. It started a fire on the fourth
floor. I went up to start fighting the fire. As soon as I got to the mezza-
nine, a second bomb hit the building. The pieces were hurled down the
staircase and I myself was thrown down to the ground floor.

In order to keep the entrance clear, I moved bicycles and other things that
were standing there, over to one side. Because a large fire was raging
behind our houses in Wendenstrasse, I tried, together with Sergeant
Artmann, to salvage suitcases, baskets filled with belongings, and other
items from the threatened shelters into the front basement. The flames
and flying sparks threatened to ignite the gas sluice. We boarded up the
windows with wooden planks as well as possible. Then the staircase
collapsed. The fire had a velocity 10 force.

My attempts to get out of the house on the Wendenstrasse side failed be-
cause the staircase was completely in flames. Smoke and debris were
then pushed into thc cellar by a new high explosive detonation; the doors
and the chimney covers were torn from their hinges. The situation was
becoming unbearable. We tried to open the wall breakthrough to the
neighborhouse only to find that the cellar next door was also on fire.
Escape of the occupants of the two air raid shelters by this route was not
possible. On the other hand, it appeared inadvisable to remain in the
shelter any longer because the danger of asphyxiation was already very
great. At the Wendenstrasse shelter exit, the fire storm had such force
that it took three men to hold the door shut. At that time I ordered the
occupants to take blankets and coats and leave the shelter, two adults
and one child at a time. All those present had great confidence in my
actions, but they had no idea what was ahead of them and how they would
have to fight their way through a flaming hell. I myself remained at the
shelter exit and directed the groups of three to fight their way through to
the street. I was the last one to leave the air raid shelter.

Mr. Baden, who was bandaged and on crutches, was assi:sted out by his
wife; however, he collapsed at the exit. I pulled him back into the cellar
out of the reach of the flames, and, later on, I managed to get him outside
wj+h the help of another person. I returned to the shelter where I found
my wife and Mrs. Dungehold and then tried to escape the shelter with the
two v, omen. The cellar stairs were littered with burning suitcases and
pocketbooks.
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We advanced through the fire storm and found ourselves in the middle of
a burning inferno. To get through to the next air raid shelter was not
possible. To find a second person to help rescue Mr. Baden was not pos-
s-ible either, so that we had to leave him to his fate for the time being.
We tried to go through the burning area along Teutonenweg to Sorbenstrasse
but there, as elsewhere, our exit was blocked. We then decided to get
down on our knees against the wall of the schoolyard, with our backs to the
fire storm. I repeatedly exhorted all persons present to remain in this
position as it was the only way to survive. The fire in thehouses at the
corner of Sorbenstrasse and Cimbernweg was burning out fast, and although
both schools at Wendenstrasse and on Sorbenstrasse were burning brightly,
their eventual collapse presented no danger to us because of the wide
schoolyard between them and us. However, we were exposed to the white
heat and the flying sparks from the burning warehouses and the autopark,
as well as from the burning houses on Sorbenstrasse. To live through the
two hoors in the shelter and now the five hours at the wall until the next
morning at 7 was possible only because of my constant encouragement to
the twenty or so persons who were with us. Many of the tenants had gone
back to the shelter or else did not follow us through the fire storm. The
next morning, they were found burned to death.

At 7 a, m., with burns on our hands and feet and with swollen, inflamed
eyes, we groped our way out of the burning area and finally arrived at the
Elbe Bridge. There we were loaded into motorboats and taken to Zollen-
spieker. First aid was given by Dr. Peters to the injured. The first
plate of soup issued to us was a real tonic. Because Zollenspieker was
overcrowded with refugees from the first attack, we were taken across
the Elbe where we were loaded into trucks and distributed among billets
located in the vicinity. By evening, we were quartered in a private home
in Ardendorf as homeless refugees without any belongings. Every day
afterwards transports were assembled for transporting refugees to
Bavaria. On July 31, I first regained sight in my right eye, and on
August 2, in my left eye. For several days my hands were bandaged and
I could not wear my boots.

(Signed) Boje, FD Sergeant
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Willi Umland
Emil Janssen-Strasse 45
Hamburg 33 August 13,- 1943

Experiences During the Air Atta&k of. July 29/30, 1943

On August 12, 1943, the house at Emil Janssen-Strasse 45,, 'iamburg 33,
was inspected by an officer from the Fire Department. Because the ten-
ants who had helped with the fure fighting at this address and I myself were
not present, the inspecting officer left word that he would like to have a
detailed report on how the preservation of our thirteen-family house and
the house next door was accomplish 2d. Following i§ an account of the
happenings in question:

Late in the evening of July 29, 1943 all tenants were absent except:
Cashier Wilhelm Hinsch (air raid warden), Housewife Hertha Umland,
nee Hennig, Reinhard Hennig (17 years old), and Willi Umland (the writer).

During the air attack we were in the public air raid shelter (bunker) at
Alte Wdhr-City Park RR Station. The bunker was' well filled, but not
overcrowded. During the course of the attack we felt several strong deto-
nations in the vicinity. Towards the end of the raid numerous additional
persons came into the bunker.

As soon as the attack was over, I left the bunker to check on our house.
Outside I saw that almost'all houses on Rifienkamp down to our house were
on fire. Many of the roof fires had progressed quite far. A flak battery
was located on the roof of the corner house at Rfibenkamp and Alte W6hr.
The wooden scaffolding on the roof had .caught fire and caused the ammuni-
tion to explode. The continuing explosions, however, 'did not make the
street entirely impassable and I managed to get to my apartment and saw
that it and our house was undamaged.

Only the roofs of the two corner buildings on ou'r block at Emil Janssen-
Strasse 39/41 and Rftibenkamp 58, were on fire. Since I could find no
tenants in the neighborhood houses and since only one tenant (Pulttfarken)
was present at Rfibenkamp 58, nothing could be done to fight the fires.
Firebombs had apparently caused the fire on the top story of Rfibenkamp
58, which had spread considerably.

I returned to the bunker to get Warden Hinsch, my wife, my grown son,
and any neighbors that I could find. The bunker had become so over-
crowded in my absence, however, that nobody could get in or out. All
persons, and particularly the women, huddled together in the anteroom
and in the passages leading from it. The man in charge of the bunker was
not on top of the situation and was not capable of maintaining order,
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At first I could not get into the bunker to notify my people, and later on,
I and other people had difficulty in getting out of the bunker. The people
who had taken it upon themselves to take charge were afraid that a panic
might start among the occupants if they were to find out how many houses
.were on fire. They also maintained that the explosions at the flak battery
made it dangerous for people to leave the shelter.

After due c( nsideration of tie matter, everyone .-ho had been entrusted
with a naitici-lar task had to come to the conclusion that now when the
attack v''• ove- was the time to take action and let the -eople out whowere
willing to :. Ip. Tt would have been possible, in my opinion, to marshal
sti icient forýa. , t, fight the fires which were not yet too far advanced and
that many a : ý .2nd much valuable material could have been saved des-
pite the watec s.hortage. It was possible to circumvent the dangerous
situation at the flak station, as was proved later on.

Finally, by use of gentle force, I was able to get out of the shelter. How-
ever, I found no understanding of what should be done among the people in
charge or among the other men who wore steel helmets. Only a few men
followed me out, because most of those wh, ýre willing to come were
prevented from leaving the bunker. Accoraing to my wife, some women
left the shelter when urged to do so, later on even while many men re-
mained inside.

After we had salvaged our most important belongings from the house there
was still sufficient time to move most of our household goods to the street.
After some time our air raid warden reported that the neighborhouse at
Emil Janssen-Strasse 43 was no longer in danger of catching fire because
of the firewall between it and the house at No. 41. On the other hand, the
fire at Ribenkamp 58 kept spreading, but because there were no tenants
present to fight the fires, nothing could be done about it.

We soon stopped salvaging our belongings and took up watch at the firewall
between our house and Rfibenkamp 58 to prevent the fire from spreading to
our house. At 6 a. m. Hinsch noticed that a large hole had been burned in-
to the living room floor of his apartment on the fourth floor. There was
an open fire at one place and the floor was very hot. Hinsch, our neighbor
Carstensen, my wife and my son immediately took up axes and crowbars
and tore open the floorboar is at the wall and extinguished burning and
smouldering beams with the Civil Defense portable fire extinguisher.

As the fire in the neighbor house kept spreading downward, the floorboards
at the wall had to be removed in our house in one floor after another, and
the fires in the beams and the ceiling molding had to be extinguished. By
and by, at around 10 a. ni., the other tenants of our house returned from
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outside, namely Mr. Bothe and daughter, Mir. and Mrs. Eckhardt,
Mr. Rachow and son, and their wives. By combined effort we managed
to remove any fire threat to our house permanently.

From the other side of the block, because of the strong firewalU, there
was no danger of the fire spreading to our house; however, since the
house at No. 43 had some shingles torn off the roof and since, because
of the strong westwind, flying sparks from the house at Riibenkamp 58
might start a fire, I had my son stand firewatch in the attic. Surveillance
of the fire site at Emil Janssen-Strasse 41 and protection of the undamaged
house at Emil Janssen-Strasse 43 was taken over by the tenants Tiedgen
and Bostelmann and the neighbor Hemgenberger and their wives. During
the fire tighting operations, wives and children brought water and sand,
because the municipal water supply had long since failed.

(Signed) Willi Umland
Master of FPP
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Hamburg, June 10, 1944

Re: Reconnaissance and Scouting Trips on Behalf of the Local Civil
Defense Headquarters by Master Schliinz During the Air Attack
of June 18, 1944

At the beginning of the air attack of June 18, 1944, I was on time off and
in my apartment. I saw about twenty enemy bomber squadrons that flew
over the city from north to south in tight formation. The enemy planes
could be seen very clearly because of cloudless skies and the favorable

a position of the sun. Some of these squadrons, apparently those who flew
at greater heights, had vapor trails.

After some of the squadrons had passed over our part of the city, narrow
black circular waves that were spaced evenly and gradually increasing in
size could be seen moving in the air. These circles behaved like the
waves caused by throwing a stone into the water. At times, the sky was
covered with these overlapping rings, giving the appearance of a wire
mesh screen. I presume that these rings were pressure waves from
dropping bombs and were visible to the human eye because of favorable
weather and light conditions. This rare phenomenon was looked on with
awe by many of the tenants.

After I had observed some signs of fires in a southerly direction, I got
onto my bicycle and went to the Main Fire Station. The motorcycle
assigned to me had been buried by debris from the houses hit by high ex-
plosive bombs in the vicinity of the Main Fire Station. I obtained a sub-
stitute motorcycle from the Division IV Headquarters on Angerstrasse
and reported for scouting assignment at the local Civil Defense Head-
quarters.

First Assignment

I was directed to find out how many fire fighting units were needed in the
damage area around Burchardplatz and the location to which the needed
units should report. General Dr. Zaps was reportedly in the damage area.

The only approach to City Hall possible was by way of Nessstrasse and Gr.
Reichenstrasse because all other streets leading to it were blocked by
bomb craters and debris from collapsed buildings. The main conflagration
area included Burchardstrasse, Steinstrasse, Kreuslerstrasse, M6ncke-
bergstrasse, Pferdemarkt, Breitestrasse, and Jacobi Church. The fires
were for the most part confined to business buildings. The nave of the
Jacobi Church was completely on fire by this time, and the steeple was
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partly burning. I met the General and Major Elbel at the water storage
basin at Jacobi Churclh. It was decided that three fire fighting units were
needed. Of these. one unit should assemble at Spitalerstrasse and two at
Burchardstrasse to fight the fires and refill the water storage basin at
Jacobi Church. I immediately transmitted the request via the quickest
route to Colonel Schliemann at the local Civil Defense Headquarters.

Second Assign.-tient

I was next ordered to scout the reportcd fire at Deutschlandhaus. A fire
fighting unit was on the way and needed direction. After the unit was put
in action, I was t.) return at once with a report on the situation.

|

When I arrived, the front of the Deutschlandhaus at Valentinskamp 2/3
was on fire fro~n the fifth foor upwards; the flames were unusually high.
The rear wing of the Drehbahn was also on fire. Unit 1/IV was already
assigned to the Drehbahn. I discussed the overall situation with Unit
Commander Lange and asked him to meet the approaching unit and assign
it to Valentinskamp. I then went back to local headquarters and submitted
a brief report regarding the fire situation to Colonel Schliemann.

Third Assignment

I was asked to locate all major fire sites in the city area. It took consid-
erable time to complete the survey, because streets were blocked to
traffic and I had to travel much on foot.

Fourth Assignment

Dr. Ziegler of the Planning Board and a floor manager of Karstadt Depart-
ment Store appeared at the Police President's office and blamed him for
not putting enough fire fighting forces at their (Karstadt's) disposal. He
indicated that large reserves of cotton goods were stored in the burning
basement of the Karstadt Building. I was asked by Major Elbel to check
this situation and assign fire fighting forces as necessary. I took '-,oth
gentlemen with me and made the rounds of the basement rooms of the
Karstadt Building with them. Only one corner of the basement was still
on fire, as area of perhaps 10 to 20 square meters. The fire was fought
with 4 C hoses from two narrow passages and was well under control.
Both men were very much impressed with the ongoing effort and had be-
come convinced that the fire fighters were 100 percent on the job, espe-
cially in view of the fact that the water was about 20 cm deep in the long
dark cellar passages.
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After we had made the rounds, we met Major M~bius. I introduced both
gentlemen to him with the remark that complaints had been made to the
Police President that fire fighting operations at Karstadt were being con-
ducted unsatisfactorily. Suddenly neither one of the men remembered any
of their complaints and they vanished soundlessly. During my rounds I

did not see any large supplies of cotton goods anywhere.

Fifth Assignment

A man appeared at the Police President's office and complained that his
storehouse in Herrlichkeit, containing acetylene and oxygen bottles, was

£ in great danger and could only be saved by immediate assignment of heavy

fire fighting units. I was directed therefore to remove one unit from the
fire area Burchardplatz and assign it to Herrlichkeit and Herrengraben.
In Kl. Reichenstrasse I met General Zaps and told him of my orders. The
General instructed me to use forces from the Harbor District if none were
directly available at Burchardplatz. In Meyerstrasse I found a Civil
Defense Motorized Division on stand-by alert which had not yet been
assigned a fire site. I piloted this unit to Herrlichkeit. However, assign-
ment was no longer necessary there because other units had been assigned
in the meantime. It would be advisable in the future to check out com-
plaints of this kind and only after this has been done, assign units if
necessary.

(Signed) Schl~inz, Master of FPP

Attachment: 1 City Map with fire sites marked
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Hamburg, July 3, 1944

RE: Reconnaissance Trip of Master Schlfinz of Local Headquarters,
Fire Protection Police During the Air Attack of June 20, 1944

After extensive damage reports had been received from Harburg and from
Harbor District Sectors B and C had been received at local Headquarters,
General Zaps ordered me to reconnoiter in Sectors B and C. While I was
preparing for this trip, several heavy explosions were heard in the imme-
diate vicinity. Approximately 20 enemy planes were clearly seen flying
over the inner city because of clear skies and excellent visibility. At
the same moment, an enormous mushroom of smoke formed to the south-
east of our Headquarters (in Sector A). General Zaps asked me to check
on this fire first and report back.

First Reconnaissance Trip to Sector A

After a short drive into Sector A, the Grasbrook Gas Works could be
readily identified as the fire site. The coal bunker and its contents were
on fire. Captain Hannss was at the fire site and explained that the three
fire brigades that were on their way would be adequate. He had no infor-
mation about other fire sites or other fire fighting unit requirements in
Air Sector A. I then continued driving along Dalmannstrasse which, due
to high explosive bomb craters, was almost impassable. Piers 11 and 13
were on fire. I made my first investigation in their vicinity. Because
of strong smoke that was enveloping the buildings I could not ascertain
whether or not the wharf warehouse was on fire, so continued on foot
along the blocked street (see attachment). During this time, the roof of
Pier 13 caved in and a heat wave eminated outward. At the warehouse
I found a fire squad busy laying hose lines. I ordered this squad to Pier
11 immediately to seal off the fire to the west.

When I returned to my motorcycle, Captain Hannss arrived in his auto-
mobile. I reported to him as follows, that: 1) Pier 13 was totally
destroyed; 2) One squad had been assigned to Pier 11 to try and seal off
the fire; and, 3) At Pier 1, stored goods were on fire and one fire squad
was needed. Captain Hannss considered the available fire fighting forces,
consisting of one fire brigade and two industrial fire brigades, to be ade-

quate for these tasks. I returned to local Headquarters and reported to
Colonel Schliemann.

Second Reconnaissance rrij) to Sectors B and C

The trip to the damage area was made via Kl. Grasbrook and Worthdamm
and was quick. The oil drums at Stillhornerdamm were going up in flames
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with tremendous hissing and howling noises. A great danger of the fire
spreading existed because of the prevailing westwind in the first instance,
and secondly because the burning oil was beginning to leak into the harbor
water. When I arrived, an attitude of defeat and flight prevailed every-
where. Explosions continued to occur all over the plant area. However,
I was able to calm the people down and then I assigned the available hoses
at the most advantageous locations to keep burning oil away from the
shore. A group of prisoners was especially helpful and willing to give
assistance.

Worthdamm was riddled with bomb craters, and was very difficult to
travel over by motorcycle. The conflagration area extended to Vogelreth
on the north. StiUhornerdumm was blocked by fire fighting unit vehicles
so I continued my reconnaissance on foot. Buildings along Stillhorner-
damm were on fire both to the left and right sides of the street. Oil tanks
and factory installations were burning. Minor explosions were occurring
continuously. The fire had already spread across Reiherstieg to Eller-
holzdamm. At Grevenhof, oil tanks, as well as a motorboat, were on
fire. In this fire area, sufficient fire fighting forces were in action.

I damaged my front tire driving over debris (boards, etc.) and had to
push my motorcycle to Fire Station 8. Finding no patching material
available, I borrowed a light motorcycle to continue the Lcconnaissance
of the Sectors. With this, I drove on across Reiherdamm to Nehlstrasse.
The Warehouse Shed 72b was on fire. Stoppers on plugs on the oxygen
and acetylene bottles stored in the burning shed kept popping out into the
street at short intervals. I informed the brigade captain on duty, who
then blocked the endangered street to traffic. Adequate fire fighting
forces had been assigned at both entrances to the shed.

I next drove on across Rossdamm to Breslauer Shore. The east wing of
Ross Refrigeration Company was on fire, but adequate fire fighting units
were on hand. At Hansa Mill I found no fire damage. I had another flat
tire. Some workers from the E Plant helped me fix the flat, and I could
continue to Schindler-Briickenstrasse where one tank and one factory
building were on fire. But, because of favorable winds, the adjacent
factories were not in danger of catching fire. Three fire units were
assigned, which was sufficient.

I then drove on to the Rhenania Petroleum installation on Reiherstiegdeich.
The factory building located on the Rethe Canal was burning brightly.
Only minimum fire fighting forces were assigned to the site. There was
no danger that the fire might spread to other buildings in the vicinity.
The smoke from the petroleum works was so thick at some places that I
had to drive with the headlights turned on. I left the motorcycle at the
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entrance to the petroleum refinery and continued the investigation of the
refinery installations on foot. In order to get an accurate picture of the
extent of the fire, I went all through the tank groups and factory installa-
tions. This was a very difficult task because of the continuing explosions,
the heavy smoke, and the intense heat. Not enough fire fighting forces
had been assigned at the time to cope with the fires. Several tank groups
in the fire zone had not ignited; I therefore pulled several fire squads out
of the line and assigned them to cool off these endangered tank installations.

The lower part of Reiherstiegdeich and Alte Schleusse was so littered with
craters from high explosive bombs, and with wood and bricks, that I could
only advance by pushing and carrying my motorcycle. At the end of the
approximately 200-meter-long obstacle course, I found two residential
houses on fire and one house collapsed, debris of which had spilled all

over the road. Behind this damage site I found a unit from Lfibeck wait-
ing to have the road cleared by civilians and party members. After a
short conference with the squad leader, I convinced him of the futility of

waiting, and I piloted the unit across passable streets to the petroleum
refinery. The embankment, draw bridge and entryways to the factory
installations were completely blocked by debris from explosive damage.
We had to approach the burning plant from Schloisgrove by way of Hinden-
burgstrasse. I met General Zaps in Wilmanstrasse and reported to him,
using maps, about the fire sites I had inspected. The General ordered
me to remove one unit from Schindler and assign it to the petroleum
refinery. I learned that fire fighting forces were already on stand-by on
Rothenhiliserstrasse. But when I again met with the General at Fire
Station 1.5 he directed me to take the volunteer fire unit from Lauenburg,
which was on stand-by at the Fire Station, to the refinery instead of
pulling out the unit from Schindler. After a long zigzagging trip through
Wilhelmsburg, I piloted the unit to their assignment site. They were
assigned to fire sites by Colonel Schwarzenberger. Numerous fire units
and small fire departments had driven up and a serious traffic jam built
up on Reiherstiegdeich. I personally considered it useless to assign
small fire fighting units to a conflagration of this size. The . ehicles and
crews were standing around, blocking the approaches and disturbing the
work of the assigned -mits and companies. After completing my task, I
returned to local Headquarters and gave a short report of my findings in
the Harbor District to Colonel Schliemann, using maps.

Third Reconnaissance Trip

After I obtained patching material from the Main Fire Station, I went to
Fire Station 8 and repaired my motorcycle. After I finished, Captain
B6ttcher urgently requested two more fire brigades, because the fires at
Pier 72 and the Refrigeration Plant were increasing in intensity and the
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destruction of precious raw materials was feared. I promised help, and I
soon afterwards was able to pilot the unit which I found on stand-by alert
at the petroleum refinery, to the Command Post at Fire Station 8. I
reported this change in deployment via the police radio truck to Lt. Hatje
at local Headquarters. Then I continued my reconnaissance trip to
Harburg and marked the fire sites in the Harbor District on the map.

(Signed) Schlfinz, Master of FPP

Attachment: City Map of Hamburg Harbor

Note: Good, clear report.

(Signed) Zaps
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To Lt. Colonel Dr. Schubert Hamburg, August 13, 1943

Rtegarding the attached lists of fire units assigned to Hamburg, fiha follow-
ing should be pointed out:

1. Many out-of -:own units assigned themselves at damage sites withc it
reporting to the respective Sector Headquarters.

2. The total number of out-of-town units cannot be ascertained as the
records of Fire Stations III, IV, and V were destroyed by enemy
action.

3. At almost all pilot stations of the Security Police, the prescribed
forms were not filled out, so that no records exist of the number
and kind of fire fighting forces piloted through.

4. There is no information available regarding the number of motorized
fire squads of the Expanded Self-Protection, Industrial Civil Defense,
or N. S. Party because no records of any kind were kept.

(Signed) Missfeld
Lieutenant of FPP

,QoA
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Fire Department Special Services Division Berlin, August 1943

To the
Commandant of the
Municipal Police Department
Berlin

RE: Report on Assignment of Vehicles of the Berlin Municipal Police
in Hamburg from July 25 to July 31, 1943.

On July 25, 1943, at about 2:00 p.m., I received orders from Police
Colonel Huth to assemble the vehicles in questions, to lead them to
Hamburg via Highway 5, and to report there to Fire Department Major
Riedel. The vehicles were assembled in the yard of the North I ,'rision
Quarters. At 5:30 p. m. I reported the departure of our column to the
Precinct Commander, Lt. Nischk.

The highway was excellent. After Ludwigslust we ran into heavy fog. I
warned the drivers to drive slowly and carefully because of the fog. Des-
pite my warning, however, about 50 km before we reached Hamburg FPP
Sergeant Ernst Haupt, driver of the Truck No. Pol 99-567 of Unit 8 Berlin,
hit the rear of the vehicle ahead of him and crushed the radiator of his
truck. The truck had to be towed until we were within 30 km from Hamburg.
After arrival in Hamburg, we obtained the loan of a tra" er hitch and hooked
the damaged truck to another for towing.

Because of various breakdowns involving almost all the vehicles, the
column did not arrive at the Command Post in Hambirg until 7:00 a. m. of
July 26. Fuel tank trucks and field kitchens were assigned on the same
day.

On July 26, 1943, wo exchanged the old radiator of Truck Pol-99 567 for
a new one and by evening this truck was again ready for assignment. The
bill for the radiator (175 RM) was paid.

During the major air attack on Hamburg during the night of July 27/28, the
column was parked in a side street leading off of Horner Landstrasse in
Hamburg. The vehicles were kept far apart so that they would not prcsent
an obvious target for enemy planes. Truck No. Pol-99 567 received a
direct hit and burst into flame immediately. It was impossible under the
circumstances to extinguish the fire. According to the driver, Sergeant
Ernst Haupt, all permits, ration cards, had burned with the truck.

A4 the time in question I was at the Division Command Post with Major
RiedeL Because I had no deputy, I hadturned my command over to Police
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Inspector Knopf of the Berlin Central Police Bureau who had been assigned
to the Division as Administrative Officer.

Phosphorus drops ignited the rear tires of the fuel tank truck No. Pol-99
383 which carried 3000 liters of gasoline. In spite of continuous heavy
bombardment, the truck and its load were saved from destruction. In
this action Civil Defense Police Sergeants Stahnke, Kybschull, Andersch
of Messingwerk Precinct and FPP Sergeant Haupt showed cool heads and
outstanding bravery. All crew members who took part in the safeguarding
of the vehicles and in the rescue operations showed exemplary courage.

Civil Defense Police Sergeants Kannacker and Rausch, because of their
advanced ages, are not equal to the demands of driving trucks on extended
out-of-town assignments,

Part of the equipment and clothing of the crews was destroyed. The fuel
of vehicles of the five units was replenished from tank trucks at the
assigned fire sites, and the men were fed from field kitchens. Fuel was
obtained from the Main Fire Station in Hamburg without ration cards.

During the major air attack in the night of July 29/30, the left rear tire of
the fuel tank truck Pol-99 566 was splashed with phosphorus drops and
caught fire. The truck was loaded with 2000 liters of gasoline. Due to
quick and courageous action of FPP Sergeant Robert Schulz of Unit 18-
Berlin the fire was extinguished saving both the vehicle and load from
destruction.

At about 10:00 p. m. on July 30, I received orders to withdraw the supply
column and assemble the crews and vehi,-les at Lauenburg. After assem-
bling the vehicles, the supply column left Hamburg at 1:00 a. m. on july 31.
At about 4:00 a.m., the Division left Lau enburg and arrived at Perleberg
at 12:00 noon. After refueling and inspe'ction of vehicles by Divisici;
Commander Major Riedel, a rest period was ordered until 4:00 p.m. The
supply column left Perleberg at 6:00 p. ni. and reached Berlin Quarters
at 11:00 p.m. without further incident.

(Signed) Langhoff, Commander
Lt. of Municipal Police Ber".,i



Administration
Special Division
Fire Protection Police Berlin August 6, 1943

Activity Report

On Jv 'y 25, 1943 at about 2:00 p.m., Police Secretary Zingler of Division
I-9A was designated as Administrative Officer for the Fire Protection
Police Special Division Berlin during assignment in Hamburg in place of
the previously assigned Police Secretary Fisher. A six days' supply of
provisions (for 325 men) and one box of general supplies was obtained
from North Command Post and loaded on the trucks. The supply column,
consisting of four field kitchens on trucks, one provisions truck and two
passenger automobiles, all under the command of Police Secretary Zingler,
departed for Hamburg at 8:20 p. in. on July 25, 1943, by way of Nauen,
Perleberg, and Neuenburg. The column arrived in Hamburg at 5:30 a. m.
on July 26. On orders from the Division Commander, Police Secretary
Zingler with the supply train moved to the 55th Precinct at Hornerland-
strasse 203 in Hamburg-Horn and on arrival began preparing meals. At
11:30 p. m., on July 26, 1 joined the Supply Division after having been
appointed Administrative Officer in Charge and having traveled to Hamburg
by train.

At 1:00 a.m. on July 27, 1943, a major air attack on Hamburg took place
with the main concentrations of bombs falling on the suburbs of Horn and
Billstedt. At the beginning of the attack I had given orders, as Deputy for
the Commander who was at Headquarters, to dispersE the vehicles in
order to minimize as much as possible their being a target or the enemy.
The crews were distributed among the various air raid shel.ers of the
Precinct and the cellars of the surrounding re3idcences. The veb:cles
were kept under surveillance during the attack. The passenger automobile
No. Pol. 99567 was hit by several firebombs and ignited. A4 the same
time the left rear tire of a tank truck, which was loaded with 2000 liters
of gasoline, started to burn. Because the surrounding houses hau caught
fire through ignition by high explosive and firebombs, grave danger of an
explosion existed. The truck and its cargo were saved tbruugh speedy and
courageous action of the four truck drivers tAnder~:h, Kybs,-hull, Stanke
and Haupt), who took off the burning tire, substituted a spare -nd then
drove the tank truck w•ith its high explosive load out of the fi- 'rea. This
action took place under heavy bombardment and under grave risk to the
lives of all four drivers.

The air in the cellars of the burning houses legan to be unbearable
because of the phosphorus bombs all arounc, so that many of the oc,-
pants moved to th-, halls and corridors of the buildings, but did not dare
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go out into the burning streets. In the meantime, Police Secretary Zinglor,
together with his cooks, started to rescue endangered women and children.
After evacuating the surrounding buildings, we received word that a nearby
old people's home with 80 inmates had been hit by bombs and was in flames.
Through , maximum effort using all the men of the Supply Division it was
possible to rescue all the inmates.

During the morning of July 28, I received permission from the Commander
to move the Supply Division to B6rnsen because of the threat of a renewed
attack, the shortage of water, and the necessity to secure the available
food supply for the fire fighting units. (During the last air attack, 97, 040
lbs of butter that I had stored in the cellar of the 55th Precinct Police
Station on the previous day to save it from spoiling, burned because the
precinct building was destroyed by bombs and burned out completely.)
Feeding of the fire fighting units did not suffer any interruptions because
of the above-described rescue operations.

During the night of July 28/29, an air alarm of two hours' duration
occurred; however, the new location of the supply column was not hit
by bombs. Feeding of the fire fighting crews took place in an orderly
fashion the same as the day before.

On July 30, 1943, the Commander issued orders for the immediate depar-
ture of the Division from Hamburg. Therefore at 12:10 on July 31, the
supply column under my command moved to the designated collection point
on the highway before Lauenburg. The supply train received orders from
there to move to Perleberg and have meals in readiness for distribution.
We remained at Perleberg until 6:00 p.m. and then departed for Berlin by
way of Nauen. We arrived in Berlin at about 11:30 p.m. The vehicles
were cleaned and on August 2, 1943 were returned to their permanent
quarters.

Thc provisions kept in readienss for Unit Wittke which had been delayed
in Hamburg, were turned over to East Quarters who issued us a receipt
for same. The leftovers were left at the North Kitchen.

There were no personnel losses during our assignment in Hamburg. Ser-
geant Zeglin who was ill when assigned from his home quarters, was
dismissed by the Polhce Surgeon in Hamburg on July 27, and sent home.

(Signed) Knopf, Police Inspector



St.atistical Data

The five Berlin Units on assignment in Hamburg took up a total of 179 B
and 579 C hoses. Twenty water storage basins were refilled.

Total hours on duty added up to 1065.

Total mileage driven (without Administration): 36, 820 km

Total amount of gasoline used: 15, 683 liters (without Administration).
a
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St. Qu., August 10, 1943

Civil Defense Regiment (Motorized)

RE: Major Air Attacks on the City of Hamburg in the Time Period from
July 25 to August 3, 1943

L General

The major air attacks, not counting some small daytime and night sorties,
can be divided into four phases: The attack.s on 7125/43, 7/28/43, 7/3U143.
and 8/3/43, respectively.

1. Attack on 7125/43

This was a concuntric attack on Hamb'rg that lasted from 12:38 midnight
to 2:05 a. m., with about 500 airplaries in four waves.

Scout planes came first. The first wave of bombers flew at a height of
6, 000 meters, the following waves flew at a height of 8, 000 meters. The
central area in which the bombing was concentrated included Altona,
Neustadt, parts of the city southwest of the Finnenalster to the Harbor,
and to the northwest of Outer Alster from Rothenbaum to Harvestehude.
Also, a blanket of high explosive and firebombs was laid over an area
about 3 km wide and 15 km long from south to northwest in the vicirity of
Hansa Harbor and Sailboat Harbor to the RR Station Schnelsen and over an
area about 2 km wide and 15 km long from south to northwest in the vicin-
ity of the Harbor to Sophienhof area.

The weather was clear with light fog early in the morning; it : sunny
during the day.

2. Attack on 7/28143

The major air attack came in waves and began as did the air attacks on
KiFl and L~ibeck. The bombing lasted from 12:30 midnight to 1:55 a. m.
About 700 enemy planes were used; they flew at heights ranging from
5, 000 to 8, 000 meters. The point of bombing concentration centered on
tV e Harbor District, North Elbe, to the Lumber Harbor situated 3 km
ease-southeast, including the cit3 districts of St. George, Bergfelde,
Hamm, Hanimerbrook, Eilbeck, and the area enclosed by Eilbecker Weg,
Wandsbecker Chaussee, Lfibeckerstrasse, Wandsbeck, and Barmbeck.

Smaller conflagrations and row fires occurred in an area about one and a
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nalf kilometers in width and six kilometers in length from Horn to Berge-
dorf to the vicinity of Billwirder-Havighorst. Smailer dnamge Pxeas were
created in the vicinity of Rahlsted!, with the bombir~g appart-y aimed at
army instftiations. Such areas reache:! to Toamdorf-Loh, Oldenfelde and
Bramfeld, and in the south to H- -burg, Marmstorf, Moorburg, Neugraben
and Bahrenfeld.

This attack was the heaviest of the four attacks. Bombs of all calibers,
especially dense at points of concentration, were delivered. Whole city
districts were destroyed. An unusual amount of phosphorus firebombs
were dropped. Many build ngs that were spared or saved from destruction
in the first attack in the above-named areas were completely destroyed in
this attack.

The weather was clear, with light fog early in the morning; it was sumiy
during the day.

3. Attack on 7/30/43

This was a heavy attack that took place in four waves and was concentrated
on the Inner City, :asting from 12:40 midnight to 1:55 a. m. The point of
bombing concentration was in the region of the warehouse district of the
Harbor out to Kuhw-rder Harbor. A thick carpet of bombs was laid onto
Sandtor and Grasbrook Harbor and in an area approximately one and a
half kilometers wide and nine kilometers long over Old City, Outer Alster,
St. George, St. George's Hospital, Hohenfelde, Barmbeck, Bramfeld,
garden city Wandsbek to Friedrich Ebert Damm. A major conflagration
occurred in the area of Ostrand City Park, Riibenkamp, Forsthof, Hell-
brook to the northern limit of Bramfeld. The area of complete destruction
reached from the northqrn boundary of Outer .Alster at Rondeel to Alster-
dorf includimn as well the area between Ia rvestehude and Rotherba im,
Moorweidenstrasse, and Dammtor. The same area was hit during the
attack of 7/25/43.

Numerous islands of buildings which had remained standipg from previous
attacks, were destroyed during this attack.

The weather was clear, with high fog early in the morning; it was sunny
during the day.

4. Attack on 8/3/43

The enemy attacked from 12:45 midnight to 2:22 a. m. with about 300 planes.
Because of bad weather and strong defenses, the attctipt by the enemy to
create further large-scale damage areas was prevented. The point of
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bon-bing concentration apparently had been planned for Hv-burg, Harbor
and ,Aeus~adt. Damage was generally limited to small areas in the regions
of Fischbeck, NeuwiedentaL, Bestelbeck center of Harb'rg, Wilhelmsburg,
Industrial Harbor, Neustadt Altstadt, BilIbrook, southwest area of Rahl-
stedt, Rondeel Pond in Stellingen, Lurup. Gr. Borstel, Niendorf, and
Schnelsen.

The weather was turbulent, with thunderstorms and continuous rain
occuring.

All four attacks used approximately the same bombing techniques and
caused the same ldiid of damage.

-Attack Technique

The attack technique was to encircle and cover the attack area with medium
and heavy high explosive bombs, resulting in the blocking of major streets
to travel and the ripping open of houses and industrial plants and putting
the Self-Protection and Industrial Civil Defense forces out of commission.
After this init il phase, large numbers of phosphorus bombs and fire
sticks were dropped. To finish off the attack, air mines and high explo-
sive bombs of the heaviest caliber were used. Well-aimed mines were
dropped at street intersections, in the yards of house blocks, and on
hospitals and iniustrial plants; large high explosive bombs were dropped
onto large building ?vmplexes such as schools, hospitals and factories.

Attack Effects

Roofs of buildings were ripped open, doors and windows were crushed;
tremendous conflagrations developed in which whole city districts were
swept by fire storms and finally completely laid waste. Roads and major
thoroughfares were blocked by debris and bomb craters so that it was
impossible to bring emergency and fire fighting forces into the damage
areas. The enormous conflagrations produced fire storms and air currents
of hurricane proportions. Twenty-five and thirty-year-old trees were
twisted off one meter above the ground. Buses and heavy trucks were
thrown over and ignited by the fire storm with its rain of burning wood
particles.

The people cut off in air raid shelters and large public blnkers suffered
choking fit! because of the heat and the lack of oxygen inside. Occupants
who tried to leave their shelters during or right after the attack were
caught by the fire storm and burned to death outside. The municipal water
lines were badly damaged. Telephone lines, especially those to the local
Civil Defense headquarters, were 90% destroyed.

398



The .',eple who recognized the danger of being trapped in the bunkers tud
left them were burnei to deatn on the streets with their ,iggage. A few
escaped with their lives by wrapj ing themselves in wet bLinkets and by
crawling wfth faces down along the middle cf the street.

I& .•' Self-Protection and Plant C-itl Defense forces, who courageously
and energetically, but unsuccessfully, fought the fires on roofs and in
attics were cut off from escape and perished. Most of the Civil Defense
Precincts and Command Posts were destroyed in tme first attack, which
further impeded deployment of the arriving out-of-town fire fighting forces.

* '• &ccesses Achieved

The Emergency and Fire Companies of Division 11 were successful in
keeping down many blazes and in extinguishing roof, room and warehouse
fires. Repeatedly, they fought the fires in five- and six-story houses at
their points of origin (roofs) from the top of extension ladders. In most
cases, the Companies were successful in preventing the fires from
spreading to neig-.oring bi•.idings. Fires at lumberyards were success-
fuly battled with the use of water cannons.

On July 30, E&F Companies- in a combined effort, were able to seal off
and extinguish the conflagration in the five-story business and cffice
buildings in Brandstwiete. The burning Siemens office building located
nearby, which contained invaluable defense records, was hosed off so that
the important documents could be salvaged.

On August 1, the Division was busy keeping down flareups of old fires.
Communications with the Division Command Post were maintained through-
out.

The Third Company was active in rescuing people. Patients and personnel
of the Hoheweide Hespital were evacuated with the assistance of the Medi-
cal Squad, despite the fact that the upper stories of the hospital were
ablaze. At Holstenwall and in Peterstrasse, the wounded were rescued
and transported to safe points. Near Police Precinct 111, 21 persons who
had been buried by debris were recovered alive. At Jungfernstieg 14-16
people and valuabies were saved from houses threatened by fire or collapse.
In the vicinity o; St. Anne's, furniture and valuables were salvaged by the
Youth Squad. At St. Sophia's Hospital, on 7/31, 220 sick and wounded, as
well as hospital equipment and furnituare, were evacuated under the greatest
imaginable difficulties and brought to safety.

Numerous bodies were recovered. In Grossmann and Liebigstrasse,
twelve people buried alive in a make-shift air raid shelter -,,ere located
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w•ith a sound-de.ector, aud rescued under great difficulties. Debzis was

removed and streets cleared. The sound-detectors were a great help.

Experiences

The thick blanket of smoke and soot above the dema4ge arez put a great
strain on the electric light system- At one railroad instalLition, torches
were used when the electric ligs failed.

Fires in warehouses and storage sheds on the smail wharves of ihe Harbor

made fire fighting from the waterside necessary. Small pot-table Fire
Engines 8 w-ere loaded cn barges and small harbor craft andf !he _•re
fighting organized from there.

The Civil Defense Motorized Division 12 e-tinguished the large fire at the
City Hal' Tower.. They saved an office building at Manckebergstrasse
13-22, with offices, restaurant, officers club. They checked the spread
of fires to single houses, house blocks and public building Also saved
were a flour storage depot at the Municipal Bakery, the Lessing Theater,
the Children's Paradise, houses on Alstereck, and the large Chasalla
shoa store, at which place the fixtures and inventory wxere salvaged. They

extinguished countless single fires. At *l-e Fish IMarket, a warehouse
with about I1, 000 sacks of rye for the Armed Forces was saved from
destruction. Water storage basins were refilled. At the Lildtke & Co. Rice
M•ll, 6, 000 sacks of wheat flour were removed from the fire. The major
part of the barrel depot of the T6pfer Oil Works was saved from destruc-
tion. Fires in the s-ndergi chind oil tanks at Georgswirderdamrn 2 were
extinguished. Ma-ny villas, warehouse and business buildings, public
buildings, incleding a telephone exchange, were saved from destruction.
Fires in garages and repair shops at Zimmerstrasse 33 were extinguished.
About 3, 600 liters of gasoline were protected by the use of a water cannon.
Large amounts of meat were salvaged and brought t - safety at the Sciu-ader

Sausage Plant at Arndtstrasse 15. Numerous apartments were evacuatedI and clothing, linens and foodstuffs were salvaged.

The Third Company and the Medical Squad saved many trapped persons
with the help of sound detectors. Debris was removed to open up cellars.
More than 100 persons were recovered alive from the cellars at Unzer-
strasse and Bickerstrasse, who had been trapped. Seventy-four invalids
from the nursing home in Oberalten-Allee were evacuated to Fai msen.
A shuttle ser-vice was established from the damage sites to Moorweide and
St. Pauli Landing Piers to transport refugees. The Portable Fire Engines
15 provided drinking water for the population when they were not used to
extinguish pz rtial fires.
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Fire Protection Police
Motorized Regiment 3 (Eam Prussia) Bargdorf, August 9, 1943

Assignmen of Fire Prot-ection Police Motorized Regimect -0
in Ha•r•urg from July 25 to 28, 1943

Fourth Company Wirchrode)

July 25, 1943

11:55 a.m. 10z-cers received from Regiment Headquarters: Proceed to
Haburg immediately. Report to Pilt Station Hamburg-
Harburg for assignment.

12:20 noon Fout-h Company departed Burgdorf.

3:10 p.m. Company arrived at Pilot Station Harblrg. Joined with
Third Cnmpaniy under the latter's Commander.

3:55 p. m. Ar: ivea at assig ne-t•t area on Rothenbaumchaussee. Assigned
to fire sites by Third Compazy Commander.

Situation on Arrival

The fires caused by the air attack during the night of July 24/25, 1943--in
most instances engulfing the whole building--to vhich the company was
a-;signed had been previously fought by other fire fighting units but had
flared up again and, in some cases, represented a clear aad present dan-
ger to adjacent buildings.

After a daytime air attack at 4:30 p. m. on July 25, ne-7 fires developed in
Rothenbaumchaussee and neighboring streets. The roofs of some large
buildings (Imb-3ro Institute, Curio House, among others) were in flames

and the main effort of the fire fighting attack centered on these. Several
fire depax I ment vehicles and private automobiles were burning in the
street. The crew of the Fourth Company arrived at the Rothenbaum-
chaussee fire sector tok;ther with that of the Third Company and were
assigned by Ithe Commander of Company III at the various fire sites.
Water was taken from hydrants, a water storage basin and the canals of
the Harbor.

Orders

The First Brigade was ordered to take over fire fight.ng on
Schlilterstrasse, Rutschbahnstrasse, and Grindelhof.
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The Second Brigade was ordered to take over fire fighting on
I-thenbanmcbaussee and Jchnsallee.

The Third Brigade was ordered to assist in the fire fighting on
•umrebaussee.

Assignmniets; Carried CWi

* Thrcu•g. the devoted and unflagging efforts of every member of e-ery crew.
the Company was able to complete its numerous sizeable tasks with suc-css.
Particular success was achieved by quickly ext guishin- a number of new
roof fires caused by the surprise daytime raid; these actions nipped *hreats
of a new conflagration.m in the bud. Valuable large buildings, as for instance
the Curio House and the Imbdro Institute, were saved with only minor
damadge.

In fighting smaller, newly developing fires and blazes on vehicles, the
Portable Fire Engine 15 was especially helpful because of its mobility.

The num-erous residential building fires which endangered neighboring
buildings in the vicinity of Rothenbaumcbaussee were fought under terrible
difficulties; e. g., strong smoke and great beat. The em.ensive size of
the damage area allowed the crews only brief rest period during their
three-day assignment, bec.use the fires kept flaring up and had to be
foub. and extinguished again and again.
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of Assi -pits

1. Grinde.1hof 85 Buldn et.."plet.ely on fr

S4. john-a11e 49 Roof and room fire

5. Rutschbahnstrasse A and D Roof and room fire
S6 . H e i m b u d e r s tr a s s e d R e s id e n tia l h o u s e , t o ta l firu e

'i . M=.-carw eidenstase 7 ilb:f fire
r St Moorweidens-trsse 2- R1oof and ce"dinJg fire

9. Mittelweg 176 House, ttal fire
1(;. SchMtcrstrasse 4 Roof fire
11. Schblitertr.sse 2 Roof and apartment fire
12. Moorweidenstrasse 26 Roof and apartment fire
13. Griindelstieg 4 Residential houJse, total fire
14. Moorweidenstrassc 26 Apartment fire
15. Mittelweg 164 Ceiling fire
16. MAitelweg 162 Roof fire
17. Alte Rabenstrasse 5-7 Residential house fire
18. Alte W.benstrasse 4 Refill water storage basin
19. -johnsallee 49-51 Roof and room fire
20. Frkbelstrasse 6 Residential house, total fire
21. Mittelweg 169 Roof and room fire
22. Rothenbaumchaussee 32 Roof fire
23. Rothenbaumcrhaussee 73 Basement Fire
24. S.vhliterstrasse 65a Residential iouse, total fire

S25. Sche~iterstrasse 42 Residential house fire
26. Rabenstrasse 5 Residential house fire
27. Magdelenenstrasse 35 Residential house fire
28. Rothenbaumch-saussee 9-19 Roof fire
29. Rothenbaumchaussee 5 Roof fire
30. Rothenbaumch-aussee 7 Roof fire
31. Schifrterstrasse 79 Residential house fire
32. Schlfterstrasse 6 Residential house fire
33. Alte Rabenstrasse 6 Re;;idential house fire
34. Rotheubaumchaussee 3 Roo" fire
35. Moorweidenstrasse 15 Roof fire
36. Rothenbaumchaussee 32 R,: iential hou--e fire
37. Tostorpfstrasse 9 Resiential house fire
38. Put tank fire engine into action
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7127143

6:30 p.m. End of Assignment

9:00 P.M. Departure of Company

7!28 '43

3:eJ a. m. )-.npany arrived back at Permanent Quarers at Kirchrode
near Hannover-

Fire Fi-414ing Squads and Equipment P P fnt U'se:

Seven Fire Fighting Squads were active at a total of 38 fire sites. Small
fire tools were used twice; the FT 15's were used 11 times; the FT 8's
were used 18 times; and the FT 25's were used 3 times. The pumps were
in use for a total of 129 hours.

One B line and 70 C lines were laid, using a total of 2700 meters of B hose
and 3945 meters of C hose, as well as 28 stand pipes. In two instances,
the Hook and Ladder Truck was used, and extension ladders were put in
use 14 times.

State of HeaL-h

The state of health of the crews, considering the length of the a.ssignment
just completed, is generally satisfactory. Aside from minor abrasions
and cuts, *here were no injuries.

Provisions

Food was supplied by Company-owned Field Kitchen. Meals were ample
and good.

Losses and Damage to Equipment

Lost or rendered unusable were the following:

3 C hoses

1 fire axe
1 suction pump 2. 5 cm

(Signed) Borgtlundt
Major of FPP (Res.
and Division Chief
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CIVIL DEFENSE OFFICE - 12NDUSTRIIAL DIVISION
Hamburg District Office

T eHamburg, August 14, 1943

To the

Police President
Deutschland Haus
Hamburg

RE: Report about ihe Major Air Atiacks on Hamburg of July 24/25;
July 27/28; July 29/30, and Augui•t 213, 1943

The above attacks extended tG all plants in the distriet wilh the exception
of those in Harburg .±nd Bergedorf. !I.ever, even in these two latter
localities, some plants were affected. The townships :f Geesthacht,
Wedel and Wenzendorf were spared altogether by ti.c at.itacks.

The number of mines, high e:xplosive bombs and phosphorus and sti,.k fire-
bombs which fell on the various plants and factory installations cannot be
determinred with any accuracy because of the density of the attack.

The enemy attacks on Hamburg by far exceeded any expectations in this
regard, so that the preventive measures taken by the plant civil defense
organizations were not alwayc. sufficient to prevent major damage. Des-
pite this fact, however, it was pt .,.•sble to save numerous plants, or to
prevent major damage, especially )n cases whcre the civil defense forces
attacked the fires vigorously before they became too large and caused too
much damage. The plant civil defense organizations have proved by their
actions that they are absolutely equal to -he task, even though major
catastrophes like the attacks of July 25 and August 3 must be expected
from now on. It should be mentioned here that the factory 'trces extin-
guished +he fires as soon as the bombs fell and ignited. Only when the
fire storm came up later, did they falter.

The telephone lines went down right after the first attack, so that the
plants had to rely on messengers for information. Because the Fire
Protection Police forces were strained to tie utmost, they were rarely
able to give any fire fighting assistance to the ICD plants, so that the
plants mainly had only their own forces to rely on for extinguishing hbe
fires.

Particular Aifficulties arose right in the beginning of the first attack when
the municipal water supply failed. The absence of the 60 to 70 water
storage basins planned for the ACD plants was sorely felt. Plants which
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did not have an independent water supply were solely dependent on nearby
water storage basins or water reserves kept in readiness for emergencies.

The very high absentee rate o; f-'ployees in these factories after the first
of the severe air attacks lasted all through the whole week and drasically
reduced the ranks of the ICD units. In many cases, even after the first
attack, the necessary forces could not be mustered. The reasons for this
are: (1) many of the men themselves suffered losses of relatives or of
their homes and belongings and felt obliged to take care of personal prob-
lems which had arisen; (2) all public transportation had ceased to function
and many employees could no longer reach their place cf work from far
away; and (3) after the second air attack, large-scale evacuation measures
weze taken by the authorities which transported whole families, including
the men, out of Hamburg. Even conscientious and dependable men reported
to us that they were not able to convince the officials carrying Put these
evacuation measures that as Civil Defense member',s, they should report
back to their respective plant,;. Also, in many cases, after the dreadful
experiences i;f the attack nights, the employees could no longer be persuaded
to occupy their posis as fire i.'atches.

An additional difficulty was experienced by the immediate failure of the
carefully planned telephone network, which would at least have given the
fire waiches a feeling of being in tou ch witth Headquarters and with the
plant civil defense warden, instead of being conmpletely cut ;ff.

Also, rumors quickly circulated throughout the various plants that the
Police Precincts and the Fire Protection Police had ordered their own
forces into the public bunkers when the alarm sounded. This had a very
adverse effect on the morale of the fire wa!i' .es.

Up till the present time, 88 factories have been reported as total losses.
Altogether, according to reports received, approximately 240 plants
suffered partial damage, The first impression right after the catastrophe
was that 90 plants were totally', destroyed, but the picture keeps changing
daily as clean-up operations are being completed in the factories. Thus,
several plants were reported as total losses, and after these were cleaned
up and water and power were once again functioning, it was found that a
large part of the plants was still operative. All factories at present show
a desire to get back into production as soon as possible. A major factor
is the availability of workers. The employees are returning to their places
of employment very slowly. So far, 13 killed and 93 wounded have been
reported.

General Experiences:

1. Whcn the alarm b,.gan on July 24/25, 1943, it was impossible to
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assume, from the meager situation repl1-,rs, that a major air attack was
to be expected. It would have made a great difference if this had been
known from the beginning.

2. The population must be informed quicker about the experiences
gained from the air attacks (as concerns food, etc.). Even now you still

S~hear reports circulat.•ng in many places of a "rain of phosphorus."

(Anxiety syndromne)

3. The blast or shrapnel protection measures taken in advance had
excellent results in all cases.

4. The gasoline supplied for the motorized fire engines was not suffi-
cient. Even though the Federal Air Ministry called for a five-hour supply,
this was only theoretical. The County Supply Offices reportedly are not in

a position to furnish this five-hour supply because of the critical gasoline
shortage which prevails at present. In one case, valuable buildings (cold
storage depot) had to be abandoned to the fire because of the gasoline
shortage, although a short fire fighting effort would have been enough to
extinguish the fire. Also replenishments were often difficult to come by
because the Fire Stations which had been designated as reserve depots
had often been destroyed themselves.

We zuggest that suitable ICD plants with tank installations be used
as filling stations, so that fuel supplies may be quickly replenished at any
time.

5. While fighting conflagations, surveillance of smaller halls and
rooms must not be neglected.

6. The iron fire doors must be kept closed at all times.

7. There should be many more large water storage basins built.

8. Fire watches should be roped when they enter smoke-filled rooms,
so that they can find their way out again.

9. Fire fighting and civil defense equipment should be dispersed at
various locations within the plants, so that they are not all destroyed at
once.

10. Large fire beaters have proved very helpful in the case of flying
sparks.

11. Measures should be taien so that every employee has a pair of
protective goggles.
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12. More water in large containers must be kept ready in air raid shel-
ters. Plant civil defense wardens and Civil Defense monitors must be
well acquainted with all escape routes. In densely populated city districts
escape possibilities out of the area must be mapped out.

13. If escape through burning buid- - ;- or burning streets is necessary,
outer c1c*,hkg must be kept wet. It is recommended to throw wet blankets
over head and upper body.

14. The hollow spaces between ceiling and roof covering in some houses
impeded fire fighting efforts, as the fire would run along these hollow
spaces, and it was difficult to reach the actual fire site.

1 5. Flak and searchlight installations should be taken out of important
ractories, as they represent points of attraction for the enemy.

16. Tools should be on hand to make the opening of shelter doors possible.
Experience has sown that after the detonation oý a high explosive bomb or
during the fire storm, air raid shelter doors could not be opened.

17. Gas masks proved more hindrance than, alp during fire fighting.
It is much better to use protective goggles. Gas masks handicap the
wearer and impair his sight.

18. Auxiliary lighting in a.r raid shelter rooms failed in many cases and
led to panic. Emergency lighting should be safeguarded. Akku lamps have
proved very dependable.

19. In general, the supply of' burn bandages, brrrn ointment, boric acid
solution, eye cups, etc. was insufficient. Bandage reserves ran out in
many cases.

20. There have been complaints that Civil Defense forces, when working
outside the p1tint, received no provisions.

21. Because of increasing difficulties encountered in getting employees
to carry out their Civil Defense duties, it is suggested that CD Wardens
be deputized as Police Officers.

22. The adjustable fire pumps are particularly useful in fighting newly
developing fires.

23. The question has arisen repeatedly if it would not be more sensible
to keep fire watches P.s fire commando squads in the air raid shelters
instead of stationing them on the roof during attacks in order to avoid
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heavy losses. The prevailing ordinances, however, are in oppostion to
this strategy at the present time.

24. It has been shown that women assigned to CD duty must be equipped
with protective suits, since women's cl-thming is very flammable and hin-

* ders vigorous movement.

25. Leaders of outside fire fighting units must obey the advice and
orders of the plant civil defense wardens as to which parts of the plant
have top priority. In one case, 2000 rounds of flak ammunition exploded
because the plant CD warden was stopped from saving the ý-mmunition
stored in the attic by an outside fire squad leader who told him that he,
the squad leader, was in charge there.

The air attacks have destroyed or damaged a considerable amount of ICD
equipment and materials. All plants were urged in a circular letter from
our office to replenish their reserves and, if they run into difficulties, to
report same to us at once.

(Signed) Civil Defense Office,
Industrial Division
Hamburg District Office
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Report About th- Bombing by Enemy E.Aanes of The J. D. FI.gger Lacquer
and Paint MWanufacturing Plant, Neuboferstra&se 4, Wilhelmsburg, During

the NiM. of May 2/3, iQ41

Weather: Clear skies; north-northeast wind, speed of 2-3 kmlhr;
air was cool.

Direction of Enemy Planes: Flying from north to south at an altitude of
- about 5, 000 meters.

At 1:00 a.m., the sirens sounded the alarm.. The crew of the Civil
Defense fire squad, consisting of 21 men, 1 first air worker (female) and
one telephone uperator (female), immiediately went to their resiective
posts. I went to the Command Post, taking the telephone operator along
as an assistant.

At 2:45 a. m., the tower watch reported by telephone: "Firebombs dropped.
Fire!"

At the same time, two heavy high explosive bombs fell ahout 200 meters
away. I immediately alerted the fire squad and, without regard to .the
danger from flak fragments and falling bombs, the crew under inm- com-
mand immediately rushed to'the fire site, as indicated on the map. After
we extinguished the small fires (seven in all), I gave orders to connect
two hoses to the southern 150 mm, water hydrant, to fight a large fire that
had been observed to flare up in *a large wooden shed whiere flammable
materials' vere stored. Between 5 and 6 fir~ombs had fallen onto the
shed and it was in flames within a very few minutes afterward; the fire
watches in the adjacent building were powerless to extingui.h the fires
because of their rapid spread.

We began fighting the fire with two hoses. I noticed immediately, however,
that the pressure from the hydrant (municipal water network) was very low,
so I gave orders to activate the motorized fire pump. The latter was
connected to tak,1 water from th6 Vering Canal. The fir.e, which by that
time had spread over the whole .lied, was battled with four lhoses.

In the meantime, a later fire at the adjacent plant (tin works) represented
an immediate danger to the main building of our plant at Neuhoferstrasse,
because sparks from it were driven over our way by the northwind. This
building was a fabricating plant and had to be protected at all costs. I
was able, with the help of some of my most capable men, to avert this
danger. The small fire in the adjacent plant, caused by a firebomb, was
extinguished with water and sand.
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I then returned to the first fire immediately afterward. Whiile I had been
away, a brigade of the Hamburg-Wilheimsburg Fire Department had
arrived and was fighting the fires with additonal hoses. Approximately
1-1/2 hours after it started, we had the blaze ander control, so that the
danger to the adjacent building and the oil depot wi- removed. My crew,
however, had to continue spraying water with two si--s uniil 6:30 a. m.,
because the fire kept flaring up due to the presence c,. highly flammable
raw materials (resins, rubber, chemicals) in the debris.

SAt 6:45 a. m., I ordered the squad to be relieved after they had fought the. t Eire for four hours without a break; all the men were soaked to the skin,
co-vered with soot, and completely exhausted.

And now to the success of our efforts:

Even though the loss of the large wooden shed with precious raw materials
for lacquer fabrication is a serious loss, I was st-ill successful, because
of the highly efficient organization and training of my civil defense forces
and the v-igorcus action of my people, to save all the fabrication buildings
with irreplaceable machines, as well as the greatly endangered oil and

* petroleum depot. I was also successful in protecting the complete tank
installation and two wk.rkshons containing machinery.

I am taking the liberty to point out briefly that it has been my experience
during this air attack that the post of tower watch, if he is able to survey
the whole plant, as is the case at J. D. Fligger, is of the greatest impor-
tance. Through rapid information from him I was able to assign my

*people within seconds after the bombs had fallen. Furthermore, it is of
the utmost importance to have access to an independent water supply in
case of municipal water failure, and to have the motorized fire engine in
perf.. working order.

Hamburg May 6, 1941

(Signed) Borenz Petersen
Plant CD Chief
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J. P. LANGE SONS, RYE BILL

Grosse Elbestrasse 97
Hamburg-Altona,
Maty 13, 1941

REPORT ABOUT THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE PLANT CIVIL DEFENSE
FORCES OF THE J. P. LANGE RYE MILL DURING THE NIGHT OF

MARCH 12 - 13, 1941

Within the first two hours after the alarm, which began at 11:08 p. m.
eleven high explosive bombs fell into the Elbe River at a distance of about
100 meters from our firm, and produced a considerable degree of air
pressure and also tidal waves that were up to 30 meters high. Severe
shocks were felt in the buildings. The air blast blew the flame of the
boiler fire out into the boiler room and broke the regulator valve.

After the first phase of the attack, I noticed a bright fire glow from the
direction of Grosse Elbestrasse. Several firebombs had dropped into the
street itself, as well as on houses located across the street. Our own
workshop building at Grosse Elbestrasse 148 had been hit by several fire-
bombs, as had the copper smithy leased to the Helmut Thiel Company.
These firebombs were extinguished without causing much damage in addi-
tion to the window panes which were smashed. The second firebomb had
fallen into tha mill carpentry shop and was immediaC.ely discovered and
put out. g was easy to reach the core of the fire, despite the materials
that were stored in the shop; however, the fire sources were widely dis-
persed and only after repeated after-hosings was it possible to extingdish
the fire permanently. The damage was mostly ccnfined to the broken
windows and the burned wood. The third firebomb was not discovered
until the early morning hours after the second alarm was over. A six-
cornered hole in the roof of the grain silo started us on the search for the
bomb. It had burrowed to a depth of about 3-1/2 meters into a filled grain
compartment. The bomb was dug out and care was taken to have sufficient
fresh air supply to preveiic a dust explosion, and it took over two hours to
remove the bomb. Charred grain had adhered ýo the body of the bomb, so
that after twelve hours in a grain bin, the apparent diameter of the fire-
bomb measured a lblf meter.

Since our experience has shown that a mass of grain seems to act as a
smothering agent on firebombs we intend to keep all grain compartments
filled as far as possible for this purpose. Our silo is lined with wood and
has five floors. Because of this particular construction, we are of the
opinion that it would be preferable to keep the upper grain compartments
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fl-led to prevent penetration of the bombs to the lower floors. This is
desirable because fires can be put out easier and faster on the top floors.

A f.'•th firebomb which fell into the magazine yard at Grosse Elbestrasse
156 caused only negligible damage. This bomb, too, was put out by plant
civil defense forces. The bomb itself was found burrowed 112 meter deep
into tight-packed grx~d. Our experiences: Because of insufficient light
and the quick tight grip necessary to grab the bombs, injaries to unprotected
hands resulted. We therefore immediately procured thick tough leather
gloves for the men on duty. We also consider the use of high-performance,
smoke-protection filters on gas masks to be indicated. We have procured
some of these filters and shall report on our future experiences with ,hem.

Special mention should be made of ihe -vigorous actions and sound judgment
of Industriai Civil Defense Worker Krapelin. AU1 other actions of the civii
Jefense crew were fluid and discipline d.

(Signed) H. Wenzler,
Plant Civil Defense Warden

4
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The abo-e successes were made possible only because there were large
amounts of sand and toxIs on hand. The pihosphorus bombs were put out
by covering them with sand. On the other hand, burning wood particles
were extinguished with bucket sprayers. Experience shows that sand is
an indispensable tool in e guing phosphoras boubs and therefore
large amounts must be on hand.

The a-anex in the direction of K6nigstrasse was also hard hi, and the
upper floor, which houses our cafeteria, was ignited.

Because the fire copuld not spread through the outer walls, the fire watch,
having their hands full to save the department store, abandoned the an.ex
and it was destroyed by fire.

(Signed) Fervers
Building C. D. Warden

Hamburg-Wandsbek, August 28, 1943
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Supplement, to the Report of Building Air Raid Warden Fervers of the
Karstadt Denrtment Store, LAbeckerstrasse 8-1C. Wandsbek. of 8i27/43

The bulding of the Karstadt Department Stcre is a concrete structure corn
posed of three building parts. The front part is protected by a 12-c", thick
concrete gable roof. The attic under the gable roof has a cement floor and
was empty at the time of the air raid. The middle part of the building 4.-s
covered with a flat concrete roof. This part is vulnerable to air attace:
because of the large court well which reaches through five floors and has
salesrooms on all four sides that are only 10 to 15 meters wide. The
third and rear part of the building also has a flat cc.ncrete roof and be-
cause of the large windows built into the roof structure was especially
vulnerable to destruction from falling firebombs. All flammable materials
had been removed from under the large skylights. The four massive stair-
cases were equipped with heavy fire doors on all floors.

In recent months, the Karstadt. Department Store had drastically increased
its supply of water and sand on the urging of the Fire Department, so that
there were about 50 barrels with 200 liters of water each and a great num-
ber of ý)ags filled with sand on hand.

During the attacks, at least one phosphorus bomb and one fire stick bomb
fell through the gable roof of the front part of the building and burned
themselves out in the fireproof attic without causing any damage. In the
second part of the building, one phosphorus bomb fell through the skylight
on the fifth floor and exploded on the ground floor. Here and in the lower
floors the fires ignited by this bomb were extinguished by the Karstadt
fire watches.

One phosphorus bomb dropped through the conc ete roof of the one-story
annex in the rear and apparently caused only minor damage. The fire
watches put out the fire that started. Four more phosphorus bombs and
some fire stick bombs fell onto the concrete roofs; none did any damage
except the fourth phosphorus bomb which ignited the searchlight installa-
tion of the flak company and completely destroyed it. The gutted cafeteria
in the annex was equipped with a fire door toward the staircase, and the
fire could not make any headway. On the other hand, the windows in the
western staircase were severely damagad by the fire. Again the fire
watch did a very good job.

The statements made by Warden Fervers in his report were found to be
correct, and on inquiry at the Civil Defense Precinct 100 today, I found
that three employees of the Karstadt A. G. have been proposed for decora-
tions. Wulff's actions cannot be verified and no decoration should be
requested for him.

(Signed) H61tje, District Captain of FPP
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Fire Division B Hamiirg, August 21, 1943

RE: Verification of the Actioes of the Plant Civil Defense Force of

Rhenania-Ossag A.- G-. Grasbrook Plant, during the -Air Attacks
of July 25 and July 28, 1943

During the daytime attack 9f July 25, IS43, several oil tanks of the
Rhenania-Ossag Company were ht by plastic firebombs, and two of the
tanks that were filled with mineral oil, Fir-e Class 4. caught fire. By
vigorous attack with foam jets under the direction of Plant Engineer and
Deputy Plant Warden Wrede these tank fires were ex-tnguished in a very
shert time, before a significant amount of oil was destroyed. A buildiig

Scontaining work shops was hit by bombs at the same time and immediately
burst into flame. A large-scale attack on the blaze by the Plant Civil
Defense forces quickly brought it under control so that the danger to the
adjacent buildings was removed.

During the heavy nighttime attack of July 28, 1943, the crowded fat pro-
cessing building with oil-saturated wooden ceilings burst hio flame
instantaneously. The extremely valuable refinery building and theI ne-at's-foot oil refinery wiich were in the path of the leaping flames,
were saved from destruction through the courageous aUtack on the fire
by the plant Civil Defense people with 18 jet hoses, under the command of
Civil Defense Chief, Engineer Buchheim, supported by forces of the Fire
Protection Police.

The great successes achieved by the Plant Civil Defense forces are to be
credited to the systematic training and vigorous leadership of the two
Civil Defense Chiefs, Engineer Wrede and Engineer Buchheim, as well as
to the understanding and cooperation which the Plant Director, Dr. N6rring,
has always shown in Civil Defense matters since he took over the plant.
Dr. N6rrLig personally takes his regular turn, just as do any of his
employees, doing Civil Defense dutv in his plant.

The above three gentlemen have been proposed for a War Service Medal
First Class.

(Signed) Immelman
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= OXYGEN PLANT WILEL?*SBLRG
Linde's Refrigeratiom Cc•npany A. G.

20 Witterrzf•-asse
Kaamburg-W" -kl1msburg

May 1S, 1941

Inidustrial CiviA Defense District Office
HAltstadters, asse 23

RE: Damagzs Caused by Enemy Air Attack

I In reference to our report of May 9, 1941, we can now submit an estimate.
for the work, , esp. the total cost of damages caused by flak and bomb
splinters as well as by firebombs and air pressure during the air attacks

r ! of May 8/9, 1941, and May 10/II, 1941.

1 1. 20 window panes of different sizes
3 skylighlt windows, wired
2 garage windows, wired
1 ornamental glass door

Total 200 RM

2. 1 windo'- frame
1 storage shed door
2 garage door frames and roof

Total 300 RM

3. 4 holes in roof of storage shed,
machine room, and apparatus
room

Total 30 RM

Grand Totat. 530 RM

Application for reimbursement of these expenses with invoice attached
will be submitted to the proper authorities by th. contractor as soon as
the work is completed.

• Heil Hitler!

Oxygen Plant Wi!helmsburg
of Linde's Refrigeracion Co. A. G.
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TEMPORARY REPORT ABOUT THE AIR ATTACK OF March 8, 1945

(Air Alarm at: 9 p.m.)

This report is to be submitted in triplicate to the ICD District Office with-
in 24 hours after damages occurred. All information may be given in
brief, but should give a clear picture of the defense measures taken and
details about the actions taken to fight the %damage.

1 . NAME AND ADDRESS OF PLANT: European Tank Storage and
,.ransportation AG Hamburg Branci, Hamburg-Finkenw~rder, New
Petroleum Harbor

11I. Kind of Business: Petroleum Refinery and Wholesale Tank Storage

M I. Total Number of Employees 129

Number of Employees on CD Duty during the attack 31
Of these: (a) Number of Fire Watches --

(b) Members of Plant Fire Squad 27

IV. Plant CD Warden on Duty (Name): Dipl. Engineer H. Paschen

SV. Data about the Attack:

1i. Time Bombs Were Dropped: 9:28 p.m. to 9:43 p.m.

2. Number and Kind of Bombs Dropped:
Stick Firebombs
Liquid Bombs
High Explosive Bombs 115 (Blanket bombing) 28 duds
Air Mines
Poison Gas Bombs
Other

3. Sites of Strikes: (See report)
(Example: Machine room, 2 high explosive bombs;

lumberyard, appr. 25 stick firebombs; etc.)

4. Assigned plant civil defense forces to:
(a) Fight fires 27 persons
(b) High explosive bomb damages -

$•: (c) Decontamination -
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VL Successes Achieved:
(Please attach detailed report, in particular daa soxowing if the fire
watches were adequate or if fire crews had to be .•,signed. Were
forces not belonging to the plant volunteered and assigned?)

VII. "ersonnel Losses:

1. Killed -- (_ )*
2. Seriously Injured -- (_ )_
3. Slightly Injured -- (_ )*

*Show in parentheses the number of persons injured, resp. killed,
during civil defense assignment (Fire watches, etc.)

VIII. Material Losses: (If possible, separated by building and equipment
damage. For example: (1) Machine room severely damaged,
machines destroyed.)

IX. Present extent of production loss: 100 percent

X. Map (in triplicate), showing:
1. Sites of bomb strikes
2. Fire Watch Posts
3. Boundaries of fire watch territories.

XI. General Remarks: None

7' Issued by Industrial CD District Nordmark

(Signed) Paschen
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EUROPEAN TANK STORAGE AND TRANSPORTATION AG

Supplement to Temporary Report on
Air Attack of March 8, 1945

V. 3. Sites of Hits:

(1) Direct Hit on Pump House of the Crude Oil Distillation Plant.

(2) Direct hit on pipeline.

(3) Direct hit on Tanks 22 and 15.

(4) Direct hit on splinterproof walls of Tank 15, Tank 24, and
Tank 19, as well as boiler room.

(5) Direct hit on plant roads.

(6) D'rect hit on railroad siding.

(7) Direct hit on Administration building, including worker's
residence.

VI. Successes Achieved:

Due to widespread damage areas, our fire fighting squads were
not adequate to successfully fight the fires. Outside forces were
assigned as follows:

F&E Unit 2/C, Lt. Schulz: 60 men
3 Fire boats
2 heavy Fire Trucks 25

VIII. Material Damage:

(1) Administration building including workers' residence totally
destroyed.

(2) Pump house of the crude oil distillation plant: 40 percent
destroyed.

(3) Severe damage to pipeline network for steam and oil, as well
as water.
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(4) Tank 22: Completely destroyed (capacity 4, 000 cubic meters).

Tank 15: Severely damaged (capacity 1, 500 cubic meters).

Tank 19: Severely damaged (capacity 380 cubic meters).

Tanks 21 and 24: Lightly damaged (capacity 4, 000 cubic
meters each).

Tank 46: Damaged (capacity 18, 800 cubic ineters).

Plant roafs 30 percent damaged.

Sidings: 20 percent destroyed.

Workshop buildings: 20 percent destroyed.

X. General Observations:

Through the vigorous and courageous actions of the outside fire
fighting forces (E&F Unit 2/C, Lt. Schulz) as well as our own
plant CD emergency crew it was possible to extinguish the devc lop-
ing fires in a comparatively short time, before they could do too
much damage.

Hamburg-Finkenwirder, 3 /9/45

European Tank Storage and Trans-
porttion AG, Hamburg Branch
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Supplement to Final Report on Air Attack of March 8, 1945

VI. Successes Achieved:

Because of the widespread damage and fire sites, extensive damage
was prevented only by the quick actions of reinforced fire fighting
forces. Because our fire squad was not large enough for this task,
we requested help immediately after the attack was over from the
E&F Unit 2/C which is quartered ":n the Petroleum Harbor. This
unit arrived at 10:15 p.m. with 60 men, three fireboats and two
heavy fire trucks 25, under the command of Lt. Schulz. In the
meantime, the plant civil defense forces laid hose lines about 500
meters in length to the fire sites, so that as soon as the outside
forces arrived, the fire fighting could be begun.

tAt 1:00 a.m., on March 9, the outside fire fighting forces were able
to depart. The necessary after-hosing work and surveillance of the
extinguished fire sites was taken over by our own forces and they
remained on site until 7:00 a.m. of Marcn 10, 1945.

Hamburg-Finkenwirder, March 27, 1945

European Tank Storage and Transportation AG
Hamburg Branch
New Petroleum Harbor

4
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SELECTED PHOTOGRAPHS OF

H. E. AND FIRE DAMAGES

FROM AIR ATTACKS

ON HAMBURG AND OTHER CIrIES

DURING WORLD WAR II

4A 36



S 6C'

H..E. and Fire
Damage to

Sloman and
Schuer

Warehouses

Air Attack

No' 18 on
7/5/40
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Hi. E. and Fire
Damage at the

Beuer J. Schuppen
Co. and the

Petroleum Harbor

Air Attack
No. 18 on

7/5/40
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H. E. Damage to
Apartment
Buildings on

Sierichstrasse

Air Attack

N o. 41 on
9/12/40

7--

426



H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Hlbener kai
Schuppen Sheds

- No. 9, 17, and 19

-~ Air Attack

10/(24-2511/40
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

R7 H~bener kai
Sciiuppen Sheds

No. 9, 17, and 19

Air Attack
No. 57 on

10 /(24-25) /40
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H. E. Damage to
Apartment

7 / in Altona

¼ Air Attack
No. 64 or

--. 11/13/40

42
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- i-i. E. Damnage to

. Building
Okenbergerfelde,

A 
Berlinerator

Air Attack
No. 65 on
11/15/4-0
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H. E. Damage to
Apartments on

Claus Groth-trasse

Air Attack
N o. 65 -.,n

A 11/15/40
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H. E. Damage '0

Apartments on

Claus Grothstrasse

Air Attack
No. 65 on

11115/40
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ii
LI Fire Damage to

Buildings along
Mittelkanal

Air Attack
No.66 on

11/16/40

it
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Fire Damage to
Buildings along

lviitte lkarnal

Air Attack
No. 66 on
11/16/40
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Fire at
Desenistrasse

No. 45

Air Attack
No. 72 on

3/1/41
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Schuppen (shed)
Nc. 71

Air Attack
No. 74 on

3/(12-13)/41

II,
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Fire Fighting
After Oil Tank

Explosion at the

Petroleum Harbor

Air Attack

No. 74 on
3/(12-13)/41

43
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- ~H. E. 'Damage to
Facilities at the

~ Petroleum Harbor

Air Attack

3/013-14) 141*
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

* ~ a ~Apartment
Buildings in

Kiel, Germany

Air Attacks of
4 /(8-10) /41

II
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Hamburg
Fire Trucks

on Standby
inKiel, Germany

duringAir Attack of

4/(8-10)/41

41
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H. E. and F~re
Damage to
Apartment

¶ - Buildings in

Kiel, Germany

Air Attack of
~/t2-10) /41
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H. E. and Fire
Damage- to
Aparttment
Buildings in

Kiel, Germany

Air Attack of
41/(8-10) /41

:M :1:;
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to
Apartment

Buildings in
Kiel, Germany

Air Attack of
4/(8-10) /41

4
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H. E. Damage to
Railroad Station

near
Hamburg

Air Attack
No. 80 on

5/3/41
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Fire Fighting
at the

Oil Refinery in
Wilhelm sburg

Air Attack
No. 82 on

5/9/41
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Fire Fighting

at the
'-Oil Refinery in

Wilhelmsburg

Air Attack

,..,No. 82 oil
5/9/41
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~ H. E. and Fire
Damage to

~ - Oil Refinery
- Facilities in

Wilhelm-sburg

~ Air Attack
No. 82 on

5/9/41

IMm
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Fires and

Fire Fighting
on

Alterdamm,
Klingenberg,

and at the
St. Auschas Church

Air Attack
Nos. 83 and 84

on
5/11/41 and

5/12/41

pi
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fl. E. Damage to
Shed No. 62

oTI
Komerunweg

Air Attack
No. 82 on

.1 5/9/41
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Warehouse at
Nordersand

Speichen

ArAttack

No. 82 on
5 /9/141

450



H. E. Damage to
Apartment

at
Pentestrasse

No. 43

Air Attack
No. 85 on
5/20/41

14*
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- H. E. and Fire

Damage to.
*t.Buildi'ng at
x~lingeiiberg

- - Air Attack
No. 83 on

5/(10711)/41
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H1. E. and Fire
Damage to

Buildings on
K~stergrosse,

Burstah

Air Attack

5/(10-11)/41
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Fire at
Rice Mill

at
Bullenhuserdamm 49

Air Attack
No. 90 on
6/30/41
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H. E. and Fire
-~ Damage to

~ Rice Mill

-' Air Attack
Jew, No. 90 on

6/30/41
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to
Rice Mill

Air Attack
No, 90 oni

-74, 6/30/41
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-SI H. E. and Fire

Damage to
~ p -Rice Mill

Air Attack
No. 90 on
6 /30/141
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H. E. and F ire
Damage

(Extinguishing
Coal Fire)•• •,at

.-LT Schumacher on
Ham merdeich

Air Attack
No. 94 on
7/26/41
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Ii .Damnage to
Baltermann
Petroleum

-. *~works,

Wilheimsburg

N o. 9 4 oxn
7/26/41
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1'H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Q• •Hamburg Main

Railroad Station

Air Attack

No.. 111 on
9/11/41
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Interior Fire
- Damage at

Catherine stra s se

~ Nu. 33
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li .Damage t

- Structures on
Mv eindorf stra ss e

and
Bilistedt

Air Attack
No. 113 on

1/A14-15) /42
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H. E. and Fire

Damnage to
Buildings in

4Ul~beck,
Germany

Air Attack
Of

- 3/29/42
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Damage to
Buildings in

Libeck,
Germany

Air Attack
of

3/29/42
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H.E. and Fire
Damage to

Buildings in

Lfibeck,
Germany

Air Attack
of

3/29i42



H. E. and Fivre
Damage to

Buildings in
Lfbeck,
Germany

Air Attack
of

3/29/42
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H. E. and FireDamage to
Buildings in

LMbeck,
Germany

Air Attack

4 of

Pk). V- 3/29/42
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H. E. and Fire

Damage to
Petroleum

Storage
Tanks

in
Lfibeck,

Germany

Air Attack
of

3/29/42
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Fire Fighting
(Hamburg Forces)

in
LUbeck,fT  
Germany

Air AttackI of
3/29/42
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Damage to
Ladder Truck

K IAl,
during operations

in
Laibeck,
Germany

Air Attack
of

3/29/42
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t Furniture
and

4ý4 Personal
B~elongings

in
Streets,

Ros tock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/26/42



Furniture
in
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and

Fires in
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/26/42

to
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Fires and
Fire P ighting

in
Ro stock,
Ge rmnany

'L: Air Attack
A ~ of
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Fires and
Street-Debris

in
Rostoek,
Germany

Air Attack
____ ____ ____of

~ ~ a~4/26/42
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Fires and
LIE Street-Debris
II. in

Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack-
of

4 /26 /421
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Buildings in
At IRostock,

Germany
ýSO Air Attack

of
4/26/42
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

Buildings in
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/26/42

477



It. E. and Fire
- DWm age to

Buildings in
Rostock,

Ger~many

Air Attack

of
4/26142
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Damage to

Buildings in
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/26/42

479



E' I. and Fire
- ~c: -'~ -Damage to

B~uildinigs in
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/26/42.
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Air Attack

Of
4126142
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Germany

Air Attack
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Of
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Rostock,
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Air Attack
Of
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Fire Damage
* -.- ~ ~to

Bricks
in

Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4126/42
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Rostock,

o After
" ~Initial Debris

Clean-Up
Following
Air Attack

"of
4126/42

(see page 50)
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H. E. and Fir.

Damage to
Buildings

and
Residual
Debris

in
Streets of
Rostock,S~Germany

Air Attack

"of

.A
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to
Buildings

and
4 Residual

Debris
in

Streets of
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
~ ~ of
~ -~~'4/26/42
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1.. E. and Fire
Damage to

Buildings
and

Residual
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in
Streets of
Rostock,
Germany

Air Attack
-of

4/26/42
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H. E, Damage to
'Buildings on

Catharinestrasse

Air A'--ack
No. 129 on

1/31/43
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H. E. Damage to
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"Air Attack
No. 129 or'

- -. 1/31/43
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H. E. 1larage to
Structures at

Pentemifihle in
H-ans chi lt-A Itona

Air Attack
" "J :O o.

No. I.

9-13!4
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H-. E. Damage to

Structlires at
Pent;!rnfhlre in

lianschilt-Altona

Air Attack

No. 130 on

213/42
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Air Attack
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to

~ Tanks and
Barrels

j at
Deutsche

Vakuum Works

Air Attack
No. 13u -n

213/43
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H. E. and Fire
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e4 and
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Germany

Air Attack
of
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Germany

Air Attack
of

"4/(16- 7)143
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H. E. and Fire
Damage to
Main Fire
Station in
Mannheim,
Germany

Air Attack
of

4/(16-17)/43
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Pillars of

Structures in
Mannheim,
Germany

Air Attack~
of

0116-171, /43
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Damage to
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in
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Germany

Air Attack

ofI . 4/(16-17)/43
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Air Attack
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and
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Germany

Air Attack

of
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Air Attack
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Air Attack
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7/(28-28)/43
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